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May 6, 1976

The Australia-Indonesia relationship is of
such importance that it ought to be able
to bear a difference of principle.
— Andrew Peacock
("The Age"0 14,4.76)
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LETTER FROM INDONESIA—INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT'S LIES EXPOSED

We reprint here a letter received from a reliable source in Indonesia, The writer
is an Indonesian, The letter gives details of the invasion strategy, names some
of the Indonesian military units taking part in the invasion, and in so doing,
debunks the Indonesian government's claim that only "volunteers" are fighting in
Timor, The writer also indicates that Indonesian losses have been heavy, and
fighting is still going on.
The letter, dated April 7, 1976, confirms information sent by Fretilin leaders
in East Timor to Australia since the Indonesian invasion of December 7, 1975,

The footnotes, indicated by numbers in brackets in the text of the letter, are
ours - ed.

During the December 7 invasion in Dili, I heard there were already 10 batallions
about 10 thousand people - Indonesian soldiers in Timor from the Navy, Air
Force, Army, and even from the Police
CMobile Brigade) .
The Dili invasion was
well plannedThe Army troops intermingled with the anti-Fretilin forces would
invade Dili from the West and South.
That's why there were 2 "movements": a
long march along the northern coast from Batugade-Maubara-Liquica to Dili, and
another group tried to march along the mountain roads from Bobonaro-Atsabe,
Aileu to Dili.
But it seems that this last group failed because of the wet
monsoon and Fretilin forces in the highlands.

The group marching on to Dili along the northern coast was protected by the
Naval forces, who had built strongholds in the island of Alor (East Nusa Tenggara)
and Wetar (Maluku) (1).
The Alor base was meant as a stepping-stone to invade
Dili, and Wetar was the stronghold to invade Baucau (please look on the map).
The occupation of Dili and later the march from Baucau to Dili was meant to invade
the capital from four directions.
But not all succeeded according to the plan
because of Fretilin resistance in the highlands, Baucau, and even along the north
coast.
One small town west to Dili was occupied only after 8 hours of fighting.
Even the invasion of Dili was 6 hours too late (the plan was H-hour 6-o' clock,
but the invasion was realised at 12 o'clock).
So, tough fighting indeed!
After Dili was occupied by the Indonesian troops, reinforcements were sent
non-stop to East Timor.
Now I've heard that there are already 35 thousand
troops' there.
A big portion from all the elite/comando troops have been sent to
Timor like the red berets (RPKAD), orange berets (kopasgat), violet berets (Korps
Marinir/KKo), plus troops from Java (especially from West Java (Siliwangi) and
East Java (Brawijaya) ; troops from Central Java (Diponegoro) mostly got
dispensation not to be sent to Timor, because they are Soeharto's troops).

EAST

TIMOR

Tutuala*Jft
DILI

Lospalos

Maubaraytf^'-^111^
Ermera

»Aileu

0

20

40

60

80

Scale in Km,
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

100

SULAWESI

^"^

° ^X_-j(
AMBON

^^X^^

If
Alor ^>

^^X^ Kupang

0 *l/

EAST TIMOR

Sumatera and Sulawesi. (2)
Most of our war machines are sent to Timor, too,
or stationed at the nearest bases like Kupang and Ambon.
Armoured cars (Panser)
from the Cavalry headquarters in Bandung in West Java were sent to Surabaya by
special trains in the night, so it would not attract too much attention.
Actually it is no secret anymore in Indonesia.
Especially in Jakarta, where
the Army hospital (RS Gatot Subroto) and the Airforce hospital at Halim airbase
is overflooded with war victims.
And what makes it more tragic is that the
families

-

even their wives

-

are not allowed to visit their husbands in the

hospital.
At the same time, news that many Indonesian soldiers were killed by
the Timorese is just trickling down in Jakarta and whole Java.
So knowing that
your husband, son or father has to go to Timor is nearly as shocking as a death
trial/penalty.
So, when I saw troops coming back from Timor last month (red
berets), I was not surprised to see them so delightful, released, talkative
because they have escaped from hell.

But to be correct, the battle front is

hell but life in Dili - as they tell it - has its bright colours, too.
They were happily telling of how cheap cars and motorbikes are in Timor now.
And
without any reluctancy, they were just showing their T-shirts with the letters
and symbol "Team Rajawali" (Hawk) and "Around the Timport".
They were advanced
groups that had been sent to Timor 9 months ago!
Imagine!
(3)
I don't know how it will go on there in the next months.
Just accepting East
Timor already as Indonesian territory to be defended by the Indonesian troops,
the Armed Forces have already decided to divide Timor in military districts
(Kodim) complete with the officers to be stationed as district commander
(Komandan Kodim or Dandim) in every Kodim.
That task is called "territorial
task" to distinguish it with the so called volunteers "infantry tasks".
And
maybe you can take this as a sign that not the whole East Timor territory is
already under Indonesian control;
the military to be sent to Timor find it more
harder to be sent for a "territorial" task than an "infantry" task.
It seems
that they realised that they cannot yet trust the population's attitude towards
those intruders.

According to military sources, this "pperasi Komodo" C4) is the biggest
military operation after independence.
I'm wondering who actually pays for
this big military adventure, because if it is really paid from our national
funds it would be a very big burden for the national economy already suffering
from the $10 billion Pertamina/Ibnu Sutowo debts. (5)
Maybe, the C.I.A. is
playing here also, because it is actually not a Hankam (Ministry of Defence)
project but only a very limited number of Kbstrad (6) generals are responsible
for it, headed by general Benny Murdani (ex Ganyang Malaysia field officer in
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^

Kalimantan) (7) and supported by general Soeharto himself.
The political
operations, especially through Apodeti, is commanded by Ali Moertopo.
So this
trio is actually responsible for Timor.

FOOTNOTES;

1,

See map of the region,

2,

The elite troops are the better-trained, higher paid troops in the Indonesian
army. The RPKAD includes the paratroopers which, according to Fretilin
messages, have been widely used in East Timor. Fretilin messages have also

indicated the presence of these various beret colors in East Timor, noting
the absence or small numbers of troops from the "Brawijaya" and
"Diponegoro" divisions,

3,

"cheap cars and motor bikes" - Fretilin messages from East Timor have told
of the sacking of Dili by Indonesian troops. This is confirmed by Jose
Martins' letter to Kurt Waldheim, 29,4.76, Martins, who is a former
supporter of the 'provisional government* in Dili, wrote: "Indonesian

soldiers took away everything they.could find - refrigerators, fans, beds,
cars, bicycles and so on".(see Martins' letter on pages 6-7)

"advanced groups

sent to Timor 9 months ago" - The writer is suggesting

Indonesian troops were sent to Timor as long ago as July, 1975,

Before the

UDT coup in Dili (August 10-11, 1975), there were frequent reports of
Indonesian troop movements in the border region,

Indonesian soldiers did

fight in East Timor at least as early as mid-September, 1975,

At that time,

Fretilin forces captured a Javanese soldier on East .Timor soil,

4,

"Operasi Komodo" - According to various western journalists, this is the
name given to the Indonesian plan to incorporate East Timor into

Indonesia and has been in existence since 1974,

It was believed Ali Murtopo

was a key figure in the operation, Murtopo played a major role in the
conducting of the rigged 'Act of Free Choice' in Irian Jaya in 1969; was
head of OPSUS (Special Operations) - an organisation responsible for the
manipulation of the 1971 elections in Indonesia.

5,

Pertamina/Ibnu Sutowo - Pertamina is the State-owned oil company which
has entered into production-sharing contracts with foreign companies to
exploit Indonesia's oil reserves, Pertamina's profits from oil exports
along with big overseas loans were invested widely, ranging from building
hotels to constructing floating fertilizer plants,

Pertamina is now

heavily in debt - officially the company owes around $8 billion;
unofficial estimates go as high as $12 billion. This is a serious blow to
the "modern sector" of the Indonesian economy and is believed by some
observers to be a issue creating big divisions in the ruling elite in
Jakarta,

Ibnu Sutowo - was President Director of Pertamina but was recently
dismissed and has left Indonesia. It is believed that, despite
Pertamina's heavy debts, Sutowo is not a poor man.

6,

Kostrad - Army Strategic Reserve Command - is the organisation
controlling the elite military groups in the Indonesian army,

7,

"Ganyang Malaysia" - "crush Malaysia" - refers to the confrontation
with Malaysia by the Sukarno government in the early sixties.

-4-
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INDONESIANS TO SPY ON AUSSIES? - EMBASSY REQUEST

We reprint here a letter sent to Indonesian student and community organisations in Aust

ralia by the Indonesian Embassy in Canberra, Copies of the letter were sent to us by
Indonesians in two Australian cities.

While the letter asks Indonesians here to report on Australian activities in support of
East Timorese independence (see particularly points 5 and 6), it could be also seen as

a veiled threat against local Indonesians becoming involved in exposing aggression in
East Timor by the Indonesian military government.

The text of the letter printed here is translated from Indonesian;

EXPRESS/CONFIDENTIAL.

Embassy of Indonesia
Educational & Cultural Section

March 12,
1976.

8 Darwin Avenue

Yarralumla, A.C.T, 2600

Re:

1,

Help to face the activities of the Moratorium on Timor.

I respectfully announce that, as you know, the A.U.S., working together with the

Australian-East Timor Association and other bodies: the movement called CIET - the
Campaign for the Independence of East Timor in Australia, will upgrade their activities
in general against the government and people (society) of Indonesia.
2, In this connection, they, among others, will carry out a moratorium on East Timor
and hold a teach-in on the campuses of the universities. According to data which we
have, the activities will be carried out on the 19th March 1976 in Sydney, Melbourne,
ACT/Canberra and on the 20th in Adelaide and also in Perth.

3, As background information, we are distributing a copy of a quotation from the daily
The Age of 30th January 1976, about the role of the A,U.S. and their use of money
and gifts.

4, As has been suggested, on other occasions, the Indonesian people have been as un
derstanding and tolerant as possible, keeping calm and aware, and refraining from
provocative action.

5, We hope to receive your special help in this affair, and to launch an appeal, ask
ing you and your colleagues to follow all their activities and carry out monitoring
action, sending the results to the Indonesian Embassy in Canberra.
6,

Our hopes are high that in the near future we shall be able to receive information

from you about this matter, and that you and your colleagues will give us your under
standing and help, for which we extend our thanks.
Head Representative

(signed) Moh. Sudjiman
Cultural & Educational Attache,

JOSE MARTINS DEFECTS - DOES THE "PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT" EXIST?

Jose Martins, formerly leader of the KDTA party which was part of the so-called 'provis
ional government' in Dili, has defected from the pro-Indonesia camp.

Martins has received much publicity in Australia over his knowledge of the deaths of the
five Australian newsmen in Balibo, We reprint here his recent letter to the UN General
Secretary, Kurt Waldheim, The letter reveals details of the Indonesian invasion and des
cribes the 'declaration of integration* into Indonesia by the pro-Indonesia parties as a
farce. In Martins' words, the so-called 'provisional government' is a "puppet" of the
Indonesian military government,
-5DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT:
http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

Presidential
His Excellency
The Secretary-General

seal

United Nations Organisation

April 29, 1976

of

KOTA

Excellency,

On the 16th of December 1975, I addressed the Security Council of the United
Nations as President of the KOTA party.
I was requested to do so by the Permanent
Representative of Indonesia to the United Nations, inconnection with the item "The
Situation in East Timor".

I was a member of a three man delegation.

The others were Mr. Guilherme Goncalves and

Mr. Mario Carrascalao, as representatives of APODETI and U.D.T. respectively.

Our

parties were in a coalition opposing the FRETILIN movement.

I came in December not as a free man. I was forced, like the others then, as a prisoner,
to read what the Indonesians had written.
Now I am a free man.
I do not wish to give
details of how I managed to escape from the evil Indonesian hands.
I have been entrusted
by my people in East Timor to tell the truth of our situation.
I am writing to your Excellency as President of KOTA Party and as an East Timorese who
has witnessed and experienced Indonesian bloody intervention in East Timor which has
already cost many thousands of lives.
My views reflect the feelings and sufferings of my countrymen and women who are now
struggling for self determination and the independence of East Timor.
Those who like me
were forced to cross the border into Indonesian territory are prisoners and realise now
the evil nature of the Indonesian military.
The very moment we entered Indonesian
territory in the first week of September 1975, fleeing from advancing FRETILIN forces, we
became instruments of the Indonesian government.
The dismembereed leadership of APODETI,
U.D.T., KOTA and TRabalhista soon realised that while looking for "freedom" we fell into
the hands of the Indonesian military.
With the leaders about 10,000 people also entered into Indonesian territory.
I wish to
stress the fact that while the Indonesian authorities claimed that over 40,000 East
Timorese sought refuge in West Timor, the real figure was no more than 20,000.
It is
also necessary to stress that these people did not flee to Indonesian territory because
they wanted to join Indonesia. They were just looking for a safe place until they could
return to their homes.
But they also fell into the hands of the Indonesian authorities;
they soon realised thatwhile seeking peace they found only maltreatment and misery.
The
refugees were either forced to take military training and fight against FRETILIN or to
work without pay for the Indonesians. Their belongings were confiscated, such as money,
jewelry and so on.
As early as October the refugees wanted to return to East Timor, but
the Indonesian authorities did not allow them to do so.
Obviously the Indonesian govern
ment was using the "40,000 refugees" as a political weapon against FRETILIN.
This was
also a trick to get funds and aid from the International Red Cross and foreign
governments!

The Declaration of Intergration in Indonesia:
This is a farce! The declaration of integration of East Timor into Indonesia was a farce
because it was made in Bali in Indonesia on December 2,

1975.

While FRETILIN made the

unilateral declaration of independence of East Timor on November 28, 1975 in Dili, the
capital of the territory, our "Anti-Communist Movement" declared "integration" some
1000 kilometers away in Bali, in the luxurious Peneda View Hotel which belongs to
Colonel Suglanto, General Ali Moertopo's assistant.
It was a real farce, the whole thing,
without a mandate of our people.

The Invasion of Dili:

On December 7, 1975, the Indonesian Government ordered the invasion of Dili.

Fifteen

"Hercules" aircraft carraying "red berets" headed to East Timor; nine landed in Dili

and six in Bacau. Warships also landed hundreds of marines in two places. After the
fall of Dili a puppet "Provisional Government" was set up. The minority APODETI Party
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was xn prominence. The other parties were banned. Many thousands of people, including
supporters of KOTA, U.D.T. and APODETI, were machined-gunned. Houses were sacked. The

Indonesian soldiers took away everything they could find: refrigerators, fans, beds,

windows, cars, bicycles and so on. Leaders of the pro-Indonesian parties were deeply
shocked by such behaviour.

Even the long-term supporters of the "integration" were

disillusioned and many are now openly opposing Indonesian presence in the territory

The so-called Provisional Government is a one man band. Arnaldo Araujo is the only'one
who is still loyal to the Indonesians.

Excellency, I do not wish to make further comments on the subject, as I understand that
during the various Security Council sessions, the FRETILIN representative made a
lengthy report concerning the situation in the territory. However, I am available if
your Excellency wishes to learn more details about what has happened in East Timor.

As President of the KOTA Party, but above all as an East Timorese, I appeal to your
Excellency to use your good offices to end the Indonesian presence in East Timor. I
must assure your Excellency that all parties in East Timor are anxious to stop the
fighting and to reconcile. Therefore I believe that the Indonesian forces must withdraw
and let the United Nations mediate and organise observors, including the Indonesian
government. If the Indonesian forces do not withdraw immediately, many people will
continue to die each day.
Cordially yours,
Presidential

(Hand written signature)
seal

of

KOTA

LETTERS FROM DILI

Jose

Martins

President of KOTA.

EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS OF INDONESIAN INVASION

"The Northern Territory News" (29.1.76) published exerpts from two letters smuggled
out of Dili and taken to Darwin via Kupang, the capital of Indonesian Timor. The
letters have been translated, verified and confirmed by officials in Darwin accordto journalist Ken White.

The letters were dated January 14 and January 23. They tell of killing and looting
by Indonesian forces. We reprint here the relevant section of the "N.T. News" article;
"One letter says that most of the male population sent their families into the moun

tains with Fretilin and stayed behind when Indonesia invaded. However, many of the
remaining families who stayed together were slaughtered.

The letter continues, "Many members of families are also missing. Shops are all empty
and many houses deserted. People stay indoors at all times. The Indonesians have
started issuing rice, but this is all the food we have, •

In many cases, valuables and machinery were taken from houses and shops and loaded
into Indonesian vessels.

"Ifere people were killed and more devastation caused in

Dili itself than was done by the Japanese in the second world war.° (The persons who
wrote the letters both lived in Dili when the Japanese took over in 1942).

The second letter reiterates details of the invasion, also saying that an estimated
80 percent of the male population was killed. The letter says the worst hit area,
which was laid waste, was the suburb of Comoro near the airport, (Portuguese officials
in Darwin said the Comoro area was populated mainly by poor people, including both
Timorese and those of Arab descent).

The letters verify details of the invasion which were sent by Fretilin in radio
messages to Darwin,"
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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY AID TO INDONESIA

Several australian organisations including the Victorian Labor Party, the Campaign for
an Independent East Timor (CIET) and the Australian-East Timor Association (AETA) have
called for a cessation of military assistance to Indonesia.

The Australian government has guaranteed $26 million worth of military aid over the
next three years,

We provide here figures on Australian military aid to Indonesia since 1971;

VALUE OF MILITARY AID TO INDONESIA 1971-1976.

1971-72

Nil*

1974-75

$5,565,405

1972-73

$3,763,336

1975-76

$6,750,000 (estimated)

1973-74

$5,107,972

* While no specific appropriation was made,
small scale training was funded from
general Service votes,

MMN ITEMS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT PURCHASED WITH AUSTRALIAN FUNDS, 1971-76.
1971-72

Nil.

1972-73

16 ex-RAAF Sabre aircraft;

1973-74

One ex-RAN Attack Class patrol boat; Two ex-RAAF Dakota aircraft; Three
Link instrument flying trainers; Three electronic target ranges; Personal
and field equipment for Indonesian contingent to U.N, peacekeeping force to

500 field radio transceivers,

the Middle East.

1974-75

One ex-RAN Attack Class patrol boat;

Three electronic target ranges;

261

field radio transceivers,

1975-76

Four Nomad aicraft;

Six small patrol boats;

Dental equipment,

Australian military aid to Indonesia also includes training, advisory services and
assistance with spares, maintainance and back-up facilities,
NUMBERS OF INDONESIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO HAVE RECEIVED TRAINING IN AUSTRALIA 1971-76
1971

-

91

1972

-

1976

-

80 (estimated).

240

1973

-

164

1974

-

141

1975

-

126

(Source: Questions on Notice, The Senate, Australian Parliament, 23,3,76.)

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING TIMOR:

February 19 -

FRETILIN representative

Feb 19 - April 21 ,1976

in Darwin, Tony Bello, said there were plans to

establish a radio transmitter in Macao, the Portuguese enclave in China.
The FRETILIN radio transmitter in Darwin was seized by the Australian Government on
January 25. The government had refused to grant an operator's licence to Tony Bello.
(For an account of the seizure of the Darwin radio see T.I.S. No.7)
(Northern Terrritory News, 19-2-76)

February 22 -

The North Vietnam Government accused Jakarta of acting as "regional

policeman of the U.S." and described Indonesia's armed invasion of Timor
as a violation of the right of self-determination and of basic international law.
(The Age, 24-2-76)
-8-
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February 26 - Forty Australian Unions decided to raise money for a ship to take medical

aid, food and doctors to East Timor.
volunteers from the Seaman's Union.

The Ship

would be manned by

The secretary of the Trade Union Peace and Solid

arity Committee, Fred Lack said the ship would go even if it did not get protection from
the Federal Government.
(The Australian Government refused permission for an aid ship
controlled by the Australian Society for Inter-Country Aid-Timor, to go to East Timor
in January, -ed. )
(The Suxif 27-2-76)

Paul Everingham, a member of the Northern Territory Legislative Assembly, described
Winspeare Guicciardi's (the U.N. envoy to East Timor) attempts to reach East Timor from
Darwin as a "nauseating essay in pussyfooting".(The Northern Territory News,26-2-76)
February 27 -

Antara ( an official Indonesian newsagency ) reported that an Indonesianadministration has begun in East Timor with schools starting instruction
in the Indonesian language and the Indonesian national anthem being learnt. Antara

also claimed that "pro-Indonesian troops" had entered the town of Los Palos and that
district chiefs had been appointed to the towns of Viqueque and Lautem.
(The Sun,

28-2-76)

About 200 people demonstrated in Melbourne's city square demanding an immediate with
drawal of Indonesian forces from Timor and an end to Australian aid and trade with

Indonesia.

(Direct Action, 4-3-76)

February 29 -

Radio Dili the voice of the so-called "provisional government" of East
Timor, claimed that the leader of the Viqueque FRETILIN party, Fran

cisco Xavier Ribeiru had signed a statement indicating that the party intended to join
the other four parties {Apodeti, Trabalhista, UDT and Kota) in the "reconstruction of

East Timor as part of Indonesia".

"The statement also emphasised opposition to any

referendum organised by foreign sides in East Timor".
(Indonesian Newsletter, 15-3-76)

March 1 -

In Jakarta, Canada signed an agreement to provide Indonesia with a

C$200 million loan-of-credit and services to "boost Canadian exports to
Indonesia".
March 2 -

(The Herald, 2-3-76)
The Australian Journalists Association (A.J.A.) called for an immediate

public probe into all aspects of the death of the five Austalian journalists
at Balibo in October, 1975.

The Federal executive of the A.J.A. condemned the Austral

ian Government for accepting information about the incident that was "inadequate,
incomplete and incompetent". The A.J.A. said it deplored the "weak attitude" adopted
by the Foreign Affairs Department towards the murder of the newsmen.

"The official

statement from pro-Indonesian parties has been accepted and obvious discrepancies
ignored", the A.J.A. said.
(The Sun and The Age 3-3-76)
March 5 -

In Jakarta, a 62 year old Australian from East Timor, Rex Sydell, claimed he
and his wife had been held under house-arrest without food and water by
FRETILIN forces. He claimed to have proof that the five Australian journalists were
killed by Fretilin supporters; he described Radio Australia as a "FRETILIN advertising
agency".
Sydell was reportedly taken to Jakarta for treatment for a heart condition.
According to the Australian embassy, the couple were found near Los Palos.
(The Herald 6-3-76)

March 9

-

UN Secretary-General Waldheim heid talks with Jose Ramos Horta and Anwar
Sani, the Indonesian chief delegate to the U.N.
(The Herald, 10-3-76)

March 11 -

FRETILIN claimed to have killed 200 Indonesian soldiers in a battle south of

Dili in the previous week - using poisoned arrows and captured Indonesian
weapons.
They also destroyed 2 tanks and three armoured cars.
They also claimed to
have successfully attacked an armed convoy 15 miles west of Ainaro.
(See message number 46 i page!3, )
(The Herald, 11-3-76)

Rex Sydell makes some more claims in Jakarta - that Fretilin had planned to kill the UN
envoy, Winspeare Guicciardi, when he was trying to land in East Timor; that Fretilin
sold Australian medical aid to a Chinese merchant in Baucau.

Sydell also said that the

"prpvisonal government" in Dili had few people capable of forming an administartion and
that a large amount of help was being provided by Indonesia; that nothing could dislodge
the Indonesians from East Timor; that the "provisional government" was planning to set
-9-
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up a war crimes tribunal and would attempt to bring certain FRETILIN leaders before it including some now outside the territory.
(The Age, 12-3-76)
March 12 -

Abilio Araujo denied the Sydell allegations.

March 15 -

Sydell claimed arms from Australia were loaded at the eastern end of East

Timor in Red Cross crates.
March 16 -

(The Sun, 13-3-76)

(The Age, 16-3-76)

Labour backbencher Ken Fry accused the Indonesian Embassy in Canberra of do

nating "Christmas cheer" worth $2,000 to Commonwealth police there. Fry
said: "The Commonwealth police have been strongly antagonistic to a movement (Supporters
of East Timor Independence) that is neither threatening nor illegal as far as Australia
is concerned." A spokesman for the Indonesian Embassy denied the allegation.
(The Age, 17-3-76)

March 20 -

Rex Sydell arrived in Australia.
He would not agree to meet Australian press;
he spent several hours with Foreign Affairs Department officials; he received
a Commonwealth police escort, claiming Fretilin sympathisers in Australia might try to
kill him; he did not produce the promised documentary evidence of his claims.
(The Age,

22-3-76)

March 21 -

It was reported in Jakarta that the "provisional government" in Dili would
form a parliament to "ratify East Timor's integration into Indonesia" and to
repatriate Indonesian troops as the situation in the territory "returned to normal".

The report said "some Indonesian volunteers will remain to conduct development projects
and restore law and order."

An Indonesian military spokesman said 350 Indonesian troops left Dili on March 7 after
being three months in the East Timor.
The Indonesian government said the report of UN envoy, Winspeare Guicciardi, did not
come up to expectations because the work was based on a UN resolution which did not re
flect the real situation in the territory.
( The UN Security Council resolution,
22-12-75, called on Indonesia to withdraw its forces from East Timor - ed.)
(The Sun, 22-3-76)

April

I -

Bill Roberts, chairman of the Australia-East Timor Association in Melbourne,
claimed that the Commonwealth Bank had frozen the FRETILIN bank account in

Darwin( $38,000) on the orders of the Federal Government.

April

(The Herald, 1-4-76)

2 -

Andrew Peacock announced the details of his forthcoming trip to Indonesia.
He said he would press Indonesia to allow an International Red Cross presence
in East Timor.
He also said the visit 'would provide an opportunity for a re-affirmation
of the importance the Australian government attaches to the relationship between the two
countries'.

(The Australian,3-4-76)

April

3 - FRETILIN supporters in Sydney poured rockhard glue into the keyholes of 10
banks in protest against the freezing of the Fretilin bank account in Darwin.
(The Age, 8-4-76)

April

6 -

April

7 -

It was reported that Australia will be asked to double its commitment to the
Asian Development Bank.
At present Australia provides about 8% of the A.D.B.
capital - roughly $US256.3 million.
(The A.D.B. gives loans to Indonesia - ed.)

A.L.P. Senator Arthur Gietzelt accused Australian intelligence officials of
conducting a masssive cover-up operation over the deaths of 5 Australian
newsmen in Balibo last year.
He said an Indonesian radio message instructing that the
newsmen be shot was picked up at an Australian naval base near Jarvis Bay.
Gietzelt
said the Whitlam government, in power at the time,was never told about the message.
There was no official statement on Senator Gietzelt's claim. John Ridley, senior private
secretary to Andrew Peacock (and former member of the Australian Special Intelligence
Service) said it was not practice to comment on matters relating to intelligence or the
gathering of intelligence.
(The Sun and The Herald 8-4-76)
Fifty four members of parliament called for an immediate implementation of the UN reso-10-
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lution calling for the withdrawal of all Indonesian forces from East Timor. Ten Liberal

Party, two Country Party and forty-two A.L.P. MP's signed the petition which was sent

to the U.N. Security Council.
April 10 -

(The Age, 8-4-76)

A.L.P. MP, Ken Fry left for New York to address the UN Security-Council

debate on East Timor. He was reported to have film taken by the five newsmen
killed at Balibo. The film reportedly contains pictures of Indonesian troops inside
East Timor. ( The Indonesian government claims that not even "volunteers" were in East
Timor before December 7, 1975 - ed.)
(The Herald, 10-4-76)
April 11 -

The Victorian A.L.P. State Conference called on the Federal leader of the

Opposition, Gough Whitlam, to condemn the Federal government over its East
Timor policy. The motion said Malcolm Fraser and Andrew Peacock should be exposed for
their complicity with Indonesia and that military aid to Indonesia should be stopped.
The state secretary of the Seamen's Union, Bert Nolan, opposed the motion saying that it
was another pious resolution on the East Timor issue and did not go far enough.
Antara newsagency in Jakarta reported the claim by the leader of the 'provisional

government' in Dili that his regime had the full support of the people.' Antara added
this was " a strong indication that integration with Indonesia should be implemented
soon."

( Australian Financial Review, 12-4-76)

April 13 -

The second U.N. Security Council debate on East Timor began. Jose Ramos
Horta spoke - telling of the death of 10% of the East Timor population (see
T.I.S. No.8). Geulheseme Maria Goncalves, representing the 'provisional government' in
Dili, claimed that his government was representative of the "majority of the people of
East Timor" and had asked Indonesia to restore "peace and security". The Portuguese
ambassador to the UN deplored the fact that nothing had been done to end foreign milit
ary occupation of the territory and said that the 'provisional government' in Dili did
not have the slightest claim to legitimacy.
(The Age, 14-4-76)
Andrew Peacock arrived in Jakarta.

He said Timor would be included in discussions but

he wished to stress that the Australian-Indonesian relationship had to be seen in its
"total perspective".
"The Australia-Iindonesian relationship is of such importance that
it ought to be able to bear a difference of principle ". (our emphasis - ed.)
(The Age, 14-4-76)
April 14 -

Andrew Peacock announced in Jakarta that
Australia would give Indonesia $86 million
in aid over the next three years.
(This is an increase
of $17 million over the previous three years and comes
at a time when the Federal government has decreased
its overall overseas aid).

Peacock said:

V.

" This is

a minimum and it will be review before the second

year of the program".

Peacock was reported as saying

that General Suharto, President of the Indonesian milit

ary government, had expressed his agreement that the
Timor problem should not come between Australia and
Indonesia.

April 14 -

(The Sun, 15-4-76)

Michael Richardson reports from Singapore that Andrew Peacock is expected
to discuss with Indonesia transit rights for Australian warships through

the Indonesian archipelago.

At the U.N. Law of the Sea Conference, the U.S.A. is

seeking 160 Km. wide lanes through the archipelago for "reasons of secrecy".
(The Age, 15-4-76)

April 16 -

Andrew Peacock returned from Jakarta claiming the following points: Inter
national Red Cross would be permitted to return to East Timor("in a few

weeks" and subject to the approval of the 'provisional government' in Dili); Indonesian
-11-
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"volunteers" were being withdrawn ( it was not specified whether they would be replaced);
a review of the expulsion of Australian journalists Michael Richardson and Bruce Wilson;
a guarantee that the 'provisional government' in Dili would investigate the death of
Roger East; a promise that the Australian embassy would be permitted to send an official

to investigate the death of the five newsmen at Balibo.

Peacock was also reported to

have said that Australia wanted Indonesian troops out of East Timor and insisted on a

controlled plebiscite on East Timor's self-determination ( our emphasis-ed).
(The Australian, 17-4-76)

On the question of increased aid to Indonesia, the Australia-East Timor Association in

Melbourne said no aid should have been promised to Indonesia in the light of its "utterly
criminal onslaughts " in East Timor. Gordon Bryant, A.L.P. Federal MP, said the increased

aid was a cynical concession to power politics.
April 19 -

(The Sun, 17-4-76)

Adam Malik said the 'provisional government' in Dili was willing to take UN

envoy Guicciardi anywhere he wanted to go in East Timor. (This came at a
time when the UN Security Council was preparing a resolution on East Timor. In view of

the Fretilin claims of continued heavy fighting, this move by Malik has been interpreted
by observers as a stalling measure - ed).
April 20 -

Bob Hawke (ACTU President ) and
left Australia for Jakarta,

(The Sun, 20-4-76)
Jim Roulston (ACTU Junior vice-President)
(The Age, 21-4-76)

April 21 -

Jim Roulston released to the press a copy of a letter sent by the INdonesian
embassy in Canberra to Indonesians in Australia calling on them to spy on
Australians involved in activities supporting East Timorese independence.
)see text of the letter on page 5

)

Bob Hawke said Indonesia may not have intervened in East Timor if former Prime Minister,
Gough Whitlam, had taken a stronger line with Jakarta on the use of force.
(The Age, 22-4-76)

J.Waddingham

MESSAGES FROM EAST TIMOR

Fretilin leaders in East Timor continue to send radio messages to Australia, These
messages are picked up by Outback. Radio in the Northern Territory, relayed to Telecom
Australia in Darwin and then phoned through to addressees in various parts of Australia,

All messages are then passed on to the Media but they are rarely used,
Timor Information Service has published all radio messages transmitted from East Timor

since the Indonesian invasion on December 7 , 1975, These messages are the only regular
information source from East Timor not controlled by the Indonesian government. As un
official information begins to seep out of Indonesia (see, for example, our 'letter

from Indonesia* on page 2), the content of the Fretilin messages is being confirmed,

MESSAGE 45

Received Melbourne, 2.00 p.m., 5/3/76.

Fierce fighting still on in several parts of the national territory against
the Javanese aggression. All people of East Timor are fighting against such
salvatic ( -? - ed) barbarities to drive the enemies out of our beloved country.

In

the past February the enemy suffered heavy losses with about 1000 Javanese eliminated.

Several tanks and armoured cars wrecked and loss of weaponry captured by our troops.
The morale of the Javanese troops is very low.

The civil population captured are concentrated and controlled by armed guards following
the American system in Vietnam.

Escape attempts are paid with life and they are marked

like cattle with hot irons.

Bombardment from heavy artillery, planes and warships are daily. That is the proof
that Indonesian invading forces do not control but only a small percentage of the
territory.

Fretilin control over 80% of the national territory.
-12-
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Why does Indonesian government refuse entry visas to newsmen who want to come to East
Timor to see the reality.
The war is still on.

Indonesian government is afraid of the truth.

The people of East Timor will win.

Regards, Nicolau Reis Labato, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of East Timor."
Message 46

Received Sydney, 6.00 p.m., 11/3/76.

"People of East Timor are now giving stronger resistance to the enemy.
Poisonous arrows are now largely used against Indonesian forces.

In Same, Fretilin forces made raid to enemy camping sites killing over 200 Indonesian
soldiers and destroying two tanks and three armoured cars and lots of war materials
captured.

On the road ten kilometres west of Ainaro convoy of 15 Indonesian vehicles supported
by three armoured cars destroyed and great number of Indonesian soldiers who were

massacring captured civilian population in great numbers, (were-?) killed by Fretilin
forces.

President Xavier do Amaral broadcast yesterday to the people on the national radio of
the Democratic Republic of East Timor.
Independence or death.

We will win.

Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Internal Security and Administration, East Timor,11/3/76V
MESSAGE 47

Received Darwin, 6.55 p.m., 13/3/76

"Fighting in East Timor still on in all parts wherever Indonesian invading
forces are.

In Dili there is fighting.

The civilian population are using knives and firearms of

invaders and now with considerable intensity.

The population are starving and dying,

particularly the children.

On March 10, Fretilin forces ambushed the enemy on the road Maubisse/Ainaro killing 80
Indonesian soldiers, destroyed one tank and captured six heavy machine guns, electronic
equipment and several automatic rifles.

Fretilin suffered one dead and two wounded.

In revenge of this disater the enemy are massacring the captured population including
the women and children.

Independence or death.

We will win.

Alarico Fernandes, Minister of Internal Security and Administartion, East Timor,13/3/76."
MESSAGE 48

Received Sydney, 3.10 p.m., 31/3/76.

"The Indonesian invading forces are still in East Timor. Wherever they are,
the people of East Timor are giving fierce fight. During the current month, Fretilin
forces caused considerable losses to the enemy.

Lospalos - March 20, 1976: Fretilin forces shot down one helicopter, destroyed two army
trucks, and killed 54 Indonesian soldiers, including many ex-UDT and Apodeti supporters.
One Fretilin man wounded.

Indonesians in revenge burned alive six civilians.

Baucau - March 19, 1976 : Fretilin forces eliminated 29 Indonesian soldiers

including

commander and captured one food depot, two bazookas, one heavy machine gun and also
lots of automatic rifles and ammunitions and electronic equipment as well. Fretilin
suffered one dead and two wounded.

Since the 15th., Fretilin liberated from Indonesian concentration camps over 2,000
prisonners.

In other daily operations Fretilin have eliminated over 85 Javanese.

The people of East Timor will fight to the last man.

Independence or death.

Regards,

Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Internal Administration and Security, East Timor,
March 31,

1976.
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MESSAGE 49

Received Sydney, 1.00 p.m., 6/4/76

"Fierce fighting still on in East Timor against Indonesian invading army.
In the past month, Fretilin forces destroyed several tanks, armoured cars and other

armoured vehicles and also helicopter was shot down.

Several hundred light and some

heavy weapons and thousands of ammunition captured.

However the greater victory for us are higher numbers of Indonesian soldiers killed by
Fretilin forces. Indonesian army is still bombarding from planes and heavy artillery
many villages across the country and massacres as burning alive people and including women
and children are still on in revenge of their deaths.

Over Suharto's declaration about withdrawal of Indonesian troops from East Timor is com
pletely false. But on the contrary Indonesian government is sending every day new units
to East Timor.

Death (this-?- ed) declaration is only to prepare the international public opinion for
Indonesia for the next UN Security Council meeting over East Timor. Jakarta government
in reply to Portuguese decolonisation committee stated it would maintain its forces in
East Timor.

For better information to international public opinion, we call on the Jakarta government
to give entry permits to journalists and International Red Cross representatives to visit
East Timor to see in loco the real situation.

It is false that Indonesian forces found

bodies with hands and feet ties in common graves.

The Central Committee of Fretilin and the government of the Democratic Republic of East
Timor appeal to the USA to review its military aid to Indonesian government, such aid
that are being used to dppress the people of East Timor, and also we are surprised with
the Australian government that daily three jet planes are violating the airspace of East
Timor with the purpose of taking photographs according to our information service and
national security.

Fretilin controls over 80% of territory.
to the last consequence.

The people of East Timor are decided to fight

Independence or death.

The people of East Timor will win.

Highest regards, Nicolau Lobato, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of East Timor,
April 6, 1976, East Timor."

MESSAGE 50 Received Sydney, 12.00 p.m., 12/4/76,
"The harbour

( harvest ? ) of rice caused in East Timor ended last month.

The main target of Indonesian forces is to sack all the agricultural products from the
paople.
Such food items are driven to Dili and shipped to Indonesia.
Over the Indon
esian forces controlled areas the popular unsatisfaction is increasing day to day and
the people are starving.
Within the faked Provisional Government there are two rival sections.

One head ex-UDT

and the other by ex-Apodeti.
It was the Governor himself who through the microphone of
Radio Dili released the truth.
A revolt attempt was brought down with the cost of many
lives.

Adam Malik said again the war in East Timor was over but he forgot he said days before
the Indonesian forces could not leave East Timor because they were still needed.
But
on the contrary the Indonesian Government is continuing to send new units.
How can
Indonesia justify the refusal of Timorese refugees in Indonesia of getting back to
East Timor.
Indonesia claims that its forces control all of the territory is false.

All members of Fretilin Central Committee and its Government of the Democratic Republic
of East Timor are moving freely and telecommunications are still operating and also the
national radio goes on air three days a week.
The refusal of the Jakarta government to grant entry permits to journalists and Inter
national Red Cross representatives is an unquestionable proof that Indonesia do not
control all the territory.

In the first week of April the Fretilin forces have inflicted heavy losses to the enemy
and captured a lot of weapons, ammunition and other war materials.
We are waiting for the next visit of UN Special Envoy.
We are not afraid of the truth.
The people of East Timor are prepared to manifest its determination to freedom and
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independence even under threat of Indonesian soldiers guns, our fighting is just so
victory is certain. Independence or death. The people of East Timor will win.
Best regards, Nicolau Lobato, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of East Timor."
MESSAGE 51

Received Sydney 11.oo a.m. 20/4/76.

"Adam Malik in his declaration is continuing to hide the truth. There is no
Apodeti or UDT supporters fighting against Fretilin but there is war between Indonesian
army forces against the people of East Timor. Fierce border fighting since last
September till now.

Adam Malik forced by international public opinion said he would give free entry to all
press representatives to East Timor.

We expect he would acccomplish what he said so

international national public can be informed of the presence of the Indonesian troops
warships, tanks, helicopters, etc., and the continuing massacres, brutality and raping
being carried out by the Indonesian troops on the people of East Timor.

Indonesian troops are still present in East Timor in violation of the rights of our
free and independent nation according to the United Nations Charter of'non-interference

in the internal affairs of another country, the Security Council passed a resolution in
December last year calling on Indonesia to immediately and unconditionally withdraw all
its forces from East Timor.

However, Indonesia ignored the United Nations resolution

and reinforced with more new units.

In the last few days the fighting has been intensified and several areas past Dili,
Suai, Same, Manatuto, Ios Palos, Baucau, and Viqueque ( have been attacked-?, ed.) and
ships are bombarding coastal areas of the south coast and Liquica and Maubara and the
north coast. How can Malik speak about decolonisation and self-determination when he
is intensifying the war in East Timor ?

Independence or death. The people of East Timor will win. Highest regards,
Nicolau Lobato, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of East Timor, 16/4/76,East Timor."
MESSAGE 52

Received Melbourne 1.55p.m., 27/4/76

"Indonesia can no longer camouflage its direct military intervention in
East Timor. Indonesia is cautiously trying to deceit (deceive) the International

public opinion by saying that its forces control all the territory (and) as well
the armoured struggle is over. Indonesia do not control the territory but also the
armoured struggle is on.

Fretilin still control over 80 % of the national soil. It

is a fact that Indonesia invaded a free, independent and sovereign nation on 7th.
December,1975 so it should obey unconditionally and immediately the resolutions of
United Nations Security Council that demands of Indonesia to withdraw all its forces
from East Timor.

Last week a force of several thousand of Indonesian troops advanced to the village of
ERMERA by many fronts and took it even suffered a very high number of casualties.

Indonesian warships and planes still are in bombarding operations while helicopters
do the task of supplying fresh troops, ammunitions and food. Last mient (? - ed)
Fretilin guerilla man shot down one helicopter and one plane. A lot ( of ) captured
males were shipped to Indonesia to get military training to be sent to Irian Jaya.
In East Timor Javanese soldiers are being replaced by troops from FLORES and other
islands.

Fight still on.

Independence or death.

Kindest regards, Nicolau Lobato, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of East Timor."
MESSAGE 53

Received Darwin, 10.22 a.m.,C.S.T., 28/4/76.

"Fierce fight still goes on with great intensity in several parts of East

Timor because Indonesian armoured troops are increasing their military operations.
SAME - 24/4/76 - A number of twenty Indonesian soldiers made an assault to a Fretilin
position. The result was thirteen Indonesian soldiers killed and one Fretilin

guerilla wounded. BAUCAU - 24/4/76 - Group of fifty starving Javanese soldiers trying
to sack corn from a field near LOILOBU but Fretilin guerilla men punished them, kill
ing twenty-seven and wounded many others. Fretilin suffered two wounded. Indonesian

planes are continually dropping bombs on several villages, killing many civilians,
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mostly women and children.

Against the barbous ( barbarous - ed) and shameful Indon

esian armoured aggression the people of East Timor are determined to fight to the final
victory. Fretilin controls over 80% of the national soil. Independence or death, the
people of East Timor will win.

Highest regards."

Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Internal Affairs and Security, D.R.E.T.

MESSAGE 54

Received Darwin, 3.00 p.m.,C.S.T., 6/5/76.

"There were fierce fighting during last April from the border area up to
Tutuala. FRETILIN guerillas inflicted heavy losses to the enemy and captured all auto
matic rifles, ammunition has (and? -ed.) some heavy weapons are daily captured from
the enemy.

Contradictions amongst Indonesian military units in East Timor are increasing, Indon
esian troops are trying to climb the mountains to get eatable leaves, because the units
are not getting fresh food supplies and they refuse to make operations.
Indonesian warships, planes and heavy artillery are bombarding daily several areas in
attempts to kill FRETILIN guerillas and the civilian population.

There are big disagreements amongst the faked provisional government leaders,
A policial census allowed the operation to control not only the exempt members of the

occupants life and house, but also the number of domestical materials. The missing of
a person or of an object, all of the occupants of the house are immediately fusiladed.
Indonesian aggressors are carrying out a regime of perial (peril? -ed.). As we have
foreseen, Jakarta government would never permit the entry of whoever that may be known

the barbarities that they are carrying out. Jakarta government threatens to shoot up
any ships that enter territorial waters of East Timor and that is clear proof that
Indonesian troops do not control the territory,

FRETILIN fights the exploitation of men by men and for the liberation of the people of
East Timor. Thousands ot captured civilian-population are escaping from the Indonesian
not only by bad treatment and starvation but essentially because they are now
aware of their new situation of colonised.

Highest regards, Nicolau Lobato, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of East Timor."

WINSPEARE GUICCIARDI —

DID HE TELL ALL?

The UN Security Council has passed another resolution on East Timor (22.4.76). It calls
on Indonesia to withdraw its troops and asks that UN special envoy continue his 'con
sultations* to resolve the problem. The only difference between this resolution and the

one passed on December 22, 1975 is that instead of a unanimous 15-0 vote, this time the
U.S.A. and Japan abstained from voting, (It is worth noting that these two countries
are the largest foreign investors in Indonesia.)

This second Security Council debate was based on Winspeare Guicciardi's 'first hand1

report on the situation. His report is no such thing. He was obstructed by the Indon
esian and Australian governments in his attempts to reach various parts of East Timor,
but this does not completely explain''the shortcomings of his report.
We examine here Guicciardi's report. While realising that much is read between the
lines of diplomatic language in documents like this, Guicciardi's report has some, ser
ious ommissions. Study of the report- reveals the severe limitations of Guicciardi's

reliance on'official1 documents and 'diplomatic language',
(Figures in brackets indicate paragraph numbers in the report)
On January 20, Guicciardi flew from Kupang to the enclave of Oecusse, to the island of
Atauro and then on to Dili, The following day, he went by helicopter to Manatuto and to
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Baucau. He returned to Indonesia on the morning of January 22 - spending, therefore,only
two days in East Timor,
WHAT WERE HIS FINDINGS?

Guicciardi writes: "Any accurate assesment of the situation as a whole remains elusive.

Without doubt it continues to evolve. The terrain and conditions generally are such as'
to rule out front lines and to favour guerilla warfare. In the places visited and at

that time local military personnel were in evidence. There were signs of a functioning
administration, and schools as well as health services were working. Indonesian flags
were widely displayed and banners proclaiming allegiance to Indonesia. ...." (37),
Guicciadi also reports that in the places he visited, he met with "senior representa
tives of the administration and political parties, local community leaders and others"
(25), The subjects discussed in these meetings are not mentioned,

That is all Guicciardi tells us about the situation in East Timor, He does not report
the presence (or absence) of Indonesian troops or "volunteers" (military or civilian).
His only mention of Indonesians in East Timor is an abstract one:

"In response to my specific reference to ...(UN Security Council resolution 22,12.75)
... regarding the immediate call for the withdrawal of forces, the Government of Indo

nesia pointed out that the presence of Indonesian volunteers in East Timor was upon
the request of APODETI, UDT, KOTA and Trabalhista
to give whatever assistance
was necessary to restore peace and order in the territory, as a prerequisite for the
proper exercise of the right of self-determination by the people of East Timor"(39),

That reference throws absolutely no light on the very reason Winspeare Guicciardi was

sent to East Timor - toKexamine the extent of Indonesian involvement in the fighting.
AUSTRALIAN AND INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT OBSTRUCTION.

Part of the blame for Guicciardi's failure to provide an adequate picture of East Tim
or lies with the governments of Indonesia and Australia,
Following his short visit to the north coast of Timor, Guicciardi made contact with
Fretilin representatives in Darwin in an attempt to reach D.R.E.T, areas of East

Timor, Guicciardi writes "The situation was further complicated by reports that the
FRETILIN representatives in Australia were no longer able to maintain effective radio
communications with the •Government of the Democratic Republic of East Timor" inside
the Territory and it was therefore impossible to make proper arrangements" (28),
This is Guicciardi's way of saying that the Australian government seized the Fretilin

radio transmitter in Darwin on January 25, (For an account of the seizure, see T.I.S.
No. 7), When contact was finally re-established with East Timor (through an Australian
government-controlled transmitter - the use of which was withdrawn when Guicciardi

left Darwin), the Australian government had decided that it would not permit any air
craft to carry Guicciardi from Australian soil to East Timor.

Not that the Australian government ban on planes mattered anyway. As soon as it be
came clear where Guicciardi might land in East Timor, by boat or plane, the Indonesian
government began bombarding those places. The Indon, government agreed that a Portu
guese cruiser in Darwin could carry Guicciardi to the south coast of Timor, but with

certain conditions:- the cruiser must anchor 4 miles off the Timor coast; only members
of the UN mission would be permitted to disembark; the crew of the boat going ashore
should be unarmed; that Guicciardi shuold notify in advance, the "provisional govern
ment" in Dili, the time and place of landing.
Such conditions were designed to , at best, ensure Guicciardi's visit to that area of
Timor was strictly controlled; at worst, to give the Indonesian forces a chance to
attack Fretilin leaders attempting to speak with the UN envoy. It is now history that
Fretilin leaders could not guarantee the safety of the UN envoy under those conditions
and Guicciardi did not return to East Timor.
WHAT GUICCIARDI'S REPORT DIDN'T SAY,

No situation can be understood or fully described without reference to the history of
that situation,
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1. The history of the current situation in East Timor presented by Guicciardi in his
report has absolutely no reference to the period mid-September - 28th November, 1975,
the period in which Fretilin exercised de facto control of East Timor, Despite having
de facto control, Fret, recognised Portugal as the sovereign power in East Timor; Por
tuguese administration buildings were not occupied; Fretilin invited observers from
all countries and international organisations (including Indonesia) to visit East Tim

or; Fretilin approached Indonesia to conduct joint-border patrols on the island (this
offer was refused); fighting was occurring only in the border region. This is also the

period when Indonesia began its military operations in East Timor, There are Australian
eye-witness accounts of Indon, military activity at that time,
2. Through Guicciardi's almost total reliance on official documents for the substance
of his report, the four pro-Indonesia parties are given a significance beyond all pro
portion. No mention is made of reports that KOTA and Trabalhista were very small groups
and were not recognised by the Portuguese administration; no mention is made of reports
that Apodeti, according to most observers, had very little following in East Timor
precisely because of its pro-Indonesia policy; no mention of the fact that the present
•UDTC is a resmant of the UDT party which attempted the coup of AugustlO-11, 1975 a remnant which decided to change its platform from one of independence to that of

integration with Indonesia, on foreign soil and without reference to the party "s mem
bership.

These are serious ommissions and they render Guicciardi's report almost valueless as a
source document on the situation in East Timor,
GUICCIARDI'S CONCLUSION?

"As a first step, it might be possible to build on the slender common assumption that

the people of East Timor should be consulted on the future status of the Territory" .(44)
Such a conclusion could only arise from paper documents,' Winspeare Guicciardi's visit
to East Timor arose principally out of an Indonesian invasion of the territory. Clearly,
despite what the government of Indonesia says, its actions show that it does not be

lieve the people of East Timor should be "consulted".

j ^addingham

The radio of the Democratic Republic of East
Timor, Radio Maubere3 is broadcasting to the
whole of East Timor. It has been picked up
in Darwin at 7p.m. on 3804 Khz in the
75 metre band and on 9965 Khz in the
35 metre band.

THE TIMOR

STORY

"The Timor Story" by Helen Hill, first published in January this year, remains the best
single source of information on events leading up to the Indonesian invasion of East
Timor. The book provides a brief account of East Timor during its 450 years as a Port-

guese colony and then details the political developments in the territory over the last
two years and the responses of the Australian and Indonesian governments to those dev
elopments. The text is extensively, referenced and supplemented with footnotes,

"The Timor Story" is available from Timor Information Service at 50cents a copy (plus
30cents for postage). Orders of 20 or more copies receive a 25% discount.

This issue of Timor Information Service was compiled and produced by John Waddingham,

j

Maurice Heading and Pat Bonnice.
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