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WE MUST SHOUT ALOUD

THAT THE PEOPLE OF TIMOR
THAT THE MAUBERE PEOPLE
WILL NEVER BE SLAVES AGAIN
NO ONE
NOT ANYONE
NEVER ANYONE AGAIN

(from a poem by Francisco Borja
da Costa who was killed, 7.12.75)

News

WEST

Items

TIMORESE

ASSIST

FRETILIN

MASS

ARRESTS.

There have been several Fretilin attacks on ATAMBUA3 a town on the Indonesian side

of the border.
As a result, over 1000 West Timorese have been arrested by Indon
esian authorities under suspicion of collaborating with Fretilin.
This information was given to Fretilin supporters in LISBON by ex-UDT supporters
who were flown to Portugal from East Timor on July 28 after negotiations in BANGKOK
between the Indonesian and Portuguese governments.
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The ex-UDT refugees also reported that Fretilin had been fighting n in an astonish
ing way " - to the extent that they believed Indonesia would never control East
Timor. They reported that Radio Maubere, tha, national radio of the Democratic Re
public of East Timor, was listened to " with great interest " by many people in West
Timor.

The IIS ex-UDT refugees and 23 Portuguese soldiers ( who were in Indonesian custody
for about 10 months) have been ordered not to speak with the press in Portugal.
Source : C.I.E.T. (Sydney) Press Release - 9.8.76

Editor's note :

There is an unofficial report that, included among the ex-UDT re

fugees, there was at least one senior UDT leader. The report of West Timorese sup
port for Fretilin is consistent with reports last year, during the Indonesian under
cover military operations in East Timor (September - December) that West Timorese
members of the Indonesian army had been disarmed and several people had been arrest
ed in KUPANG (capital of West Timor) on suspicion of supporting the nationalist
movement in East Timor.
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FIGHTING

AND

DEFECTION

"over 100 Indonesian soldiers of the KKO Special unit have defected (from)"the Indon
esian army and coined the nationalist forces of the Democratic Republic of East Timor,
according to highly reliable sources in Jakarta." Citing the same sources, The Daily
News, (Tanzania, 28. 6. 76) also reported that members of the KKO had fought with anoth
er elite section of the Indonesian army - the RPKAD (Red Berets).

The British Guardian (22.4.76) carried a report from correspondent Anthony Goldstone
in Jakarta in which an Indonesian army officer complained that troops had not been re

ceiving their tinned food. The same officer "cited cases of troops refusing to go on
patrol and helicopter medical teams refusing to leave their bases. A navy commander
was arrested last November after his KKO troops fired on members of the corp's chief
rival, the RKPAD

"

Editor's note: The KKO are marines; the RPKAD includes paratroop units which were used

extensively in the early part of the Indonesian invasion of East Timor. In radio mes
sages from East Timor, Fretilin leaders have frequently described the low morale among

the Indonesian army units and in particular mentioned that they were not receiving^

regular food supplies. The helicopter medical teams' reluctance to take to the air
may be explained by Fretilin's claim to have shot down five helicopters in East Timor.
AUSTRALIAN

MILITARY

AID

TO

INDONESIA

The Australian government is currently preparing details of its second major "defence
aid" program to Indonesia. According to Frank Cranston, Defence and Aviation corres
pondent for the Canberra Times, (9.8.76) - "The continuing program will include more
ships and aircraft and other equipment, especially in the field of communication and
transport.

Under the "Defence Co-Operation" agreement between the Australian and Indonesian gov
ernments, Australian military aid cannot be used outside Indonesia. It is worth not
ing that Indonesia now describes the war in East Timor as an "internal matter".
(See July 17 entry in Chronology of Recent Events - on page 9)

T.I.S. No.

13 has been the work of Maurice Heading, John Waddingham, Chris Carolan
and friends.

Printed by Walker Press, 20 Smith Street, Collingwood, Vic.
Timor

Information

Service is registered for posting as a periodical - Category C.
-S
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

WEST

GERMAN

MILITARY
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TO
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: "-

According to 'Frankfurter Runschau', the West German government is sending Hercules
transport planes and German B-105 helicopters to Indonesia. The B-105 is used by the
German army as a courier and anti-tank helicopter.

West German military aid has

been stepped up by 50 million Deutchmark after a recent visit to Jakarta by the West
German Minister for Economic Co-Operation.

Indonesia also expects increased military aid from France following a visit to Paris
by Indonesian Foreign Minister, Adam Malik.
Source: Tribune (Aust.),

NEXT ISSUE

-

2.6.76

T.I.S. No.14 will include an item describing the Indonesian governments
plans to take-over East Timor as they developed during 197V75.

Drawing mainly from a document from a pro-Indonesia source, the item will provide
details of Indonesia's material and propaganda support for Apodeti from 197*4 and
details of the Indonesian government's under-cover war in East Timor which began
three months before the invasion of December 7, 1975.

AUSTRALIA-INDONESIA AMBASSADORS -

Source:

AN "INTELLIGENCE MERRY-GO-ROUND

Australian Financial Review, 10.8.76.

Indonesia's new ambassador to Australia, Major-General Nurmathias, was from 1973, head
of the Indonesian Foreign Ministry's security organisation. That organisation is believed
to play an important role in maintaining foreign intelligence contacts and surveillance
of Indonesian diplomats and civilians abroad.

The posting is not surprising. The previous Indonesian ambassador held the same post
before coming to Australia. The present chief of Australia's Joint Intelligence Organ
isation (J10), Gordon Jockel was ambassador to Indonesia in the early seventies. VThen
Jockel tock up his JIO job in Canberra, he was replaced in Jakarta by R.W. Furlonger,
then head of JIO.
According to the Financial Review - "General Nurmathias is expected to further the grow
ing exchange of intelligence between Jakarta and Canberra"'. Gordon Jockel was recently
in Jakarta and held meetings with BAKIN (Indonesia's State Intelligence Co-ordinating
Body) officials.

REX

SYDELL

-

OUT

OF

THE

WOODWORK

Remember Rex Sydell - the Australian who whitewashed the Indonesian invasion (at the
UN Security Coucil in April he praised the activities of the Indonesian "volunters")
and, he made the outlandish claim that the five Australian journalists were killed at
BALIBO by Fretilin forces disduised as Indonesian soldiers - (not even claimed by the
Indonesian government or its East Timorese allies and rejected by the Australian
Foreign Affairs Department mission as "highly improbable" ?

Well, he has emerged, "well groomed and stylishly dressed and staying at the elegant
Menzies Hotel in Sydney", according to the Canberra Times (7.8.76). The report said
that Sydell is now based in Jakarta and is in Australia at the end of a world trip,
unofficially assisting the Indonesian government with the "restructuring" of East
Timor. Sydell said: "The World Bank, Catholic Relief in Rome, W.H.O. and the RAND
Corporation are interested in assisting (in the reconstruction of East Timor)..."
According to the report, Sydell takes a vehemently pro-Indonesian stance on the Timor
issue and "makes no apology for it". Sydell describes himself as a "diplomatic obser
ver of Indonesian and Portuguese affairs for more than thirty years who is not unknown
to certain international intelligence agaencies."

_____
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RADIO MESSAGES FROM EAST TIMOR

Message

64

Received Telecom-Darwin, 10.55 a.m., CST, 10/7/76.

"Despite Indonesia strongly intensifying its shameful military aggression
against the people of East Timor, the FRETILIN guerillas are resisting heroically and in
flicting heavy losses to the enemy.

In QUELICAI, after two weeks of fierce fighting, the enemy, impotent to progress to the
village, has retreated to BAUCAU. During the two weeks of fighting FRETILIN guerillas
have killed 309 Javanese soldiers and wounded a high number of others and also captured
some automatic rifles.
FRETILIN lost 36 heroic guerillas.

In FATUBERLIU, heavy fighting is going on in the surrounded areas of the village and
Fretilin guerillas in action on the 3rd and 8th of current month have killed 43 Javanese
soldiers and wounded many others.

All the way from BETANO to FATUBERLIU, the enemy was ambushed in QUELAN River by Fretilin
guerillas having ( and- ed. ) suffered 60 deaths and two heavy vehicles destroyed. In re
venge of their disaster, the Indonesian invaders are increasing massacres and tortures
over the captured civilian population, and furthermore, the captured population are get
ting no food neither medical assistance (which is -ed) seriously affecting children and
babies.

The Javanese imperilaist has deeply dug its own grave by invading East Timor.
of East Timor rather die on their feet than live on their knees.

The victory is certain.

Fight still on.

The people

To resist is to win.

Highest regards.

Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and Internal Security."
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Message 65

Received Telecom-Darwin, 12.05 p.m., CST, 13/7/76.

_ vi• * „ "Indonesia is still increasing its military aggression against Democratic
Republic of East Timor. The Indonesian invaders, having found themselves impotent to
control the territory and the people of East Timor, are trying new moves to alleviate
captive population so the Indonesian forces are submitting the captured population to tor
ture, massacres, abuses, starvation and no medical assistance is given to the sick ones.

This fighting is still going on in all fronts and Indonesian forces are suffering heavy
losses and their morale is very low. Fretilin forces have killed 195 Indonesian soldiers.
What they have just given the people of East Timor are more and more indicated and decided
to fight the enemy out of its country, promising many things such as fooding and clothes
However, they hardly do that and when they do they immediately send back.(Difficult -ed.)
During the past month in the area (of) LIQUICA and in ERMERA, Fretilin guerillas have
killed 72 Indonesian soldiers and captured ammunition and uniforms in the period of 1st
and 11th of current month.

Independence or Death. The victory is certain. Highest regards, Alarico Jorae Fernandes,
Minister for Information and National Security.
Message 66

13/7/76."

Received Melbourne, 2.08 a.m. EST, 20/7/76.

"Seven months of the shameful Indonesian invasion and aggression against the

Democratic Republic of East Timor have gone but so far the Indonesian forces are completly
impotent to control the territory.

Also Indonesian party are impotent to control this

war in Irian Jaya, Sumatra, South Moluccas because the brother-people of those countries

are intensifying their fighting to liberate themselves from the colonial fascist regime
of Jakarta.

In East Timor fighting is going on.

In SOIBADA the enemy is concentrating troops in the

village. In the last four days Fretilin guerillas carried out several operations against
the enemy, killing a total of 87 Indonesian soldiers and wounded a fine number.

Fretilin

suffered one casualty.

In VERMASSE, intense fighting going on, and the enemy are bombing houses down, sacking
property and massacring the captured population. The Indonesian invaders are largely
using planes and helicopters to bombard the territory, especially the areas of BAUCAU
BOBONARO,

SUAI,

LOLOTOI, and

ATSABE.

To resist is to win. The People of East Timor will win. Highest regards,
Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security. "
Message

67

Received Telecom-Darwin, 11.55 a.m., CST, 20/7/76.

"Suharto government, in flagrant contradiction with UN Charter and General
Assembly and Security Council Resolutions over East Timor, have announced the forced in
tegration of the Democratic Republic of East Timor into Indonesia. The Political Com

mittee of Fretilin, on behalf of the People of East Timor, convened an extraordinary
meeting.

It was unanimous in approving the following motion:

'The Political Committee of Fretilin met on the 18th of July, 1976, in the areas control
led by Fretilin forces have (and -ed) forcefully denounced the Jakarta government colon
ialist policy and have reaffirmed to continue the war, to throw out the Jakarta colon
ialist aggression, and for the consolidation of the national independence and achievement
of total liberty of the People of East Timor.

The Political Committee, on behalf of Fretilin Central Committee, also condemns all
-5-
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countries who collaborate in the gamble of colonial fascist government by participating
with the faked meeting of 24-5-76 in DILI.
Political Committee of Fretilin, Nicolau Lobato, Vice-President of Fretilin and Prime

Minister of the Democratic Republic of East Timor.

Message

68

20/7/76. "

Received Telecom-Darwin, 10.10 a.m., CST, 22/7/76.

"Inter-fighting is going on in East Timor and Indonesian invading forces
are starving.
The captured population are daily escaping from the Indonesian concentrat
ion camps and have reported that the Indonesian troops are highly demoralised and com
plaining about the shortage of food.
From yesterday the Indonesian troops are making new attempts to take over the village of
QUELICAI. The enemy are advancing with four fronts and supported by five tanks and two
aroured cars. Fretilin guerillas resisting strongly and inflicting heavy losses to the
enemy.
In MAUBARA on 20/7/76 Fretilin guerillas carried out an assault to an enemy
postion, killing 23 Indonesian soldiers, wounded many others and captured some automatic
rifles.

The People of East Timor are organised under Fretilin Central Committee leadership and
decided to fight the Indonesian aggressor to the final victory.
Independence or death.
The People of East Timor will win. Highest regards,

Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security.

Message

69

"

Received Telecom-Darwin, 25/7/76.

"The Indonesian war planes and helicopters are violating every day the air
space of East Timor; dropping guns and machinery in the territory. Indonesian warships
are continuously bombarding the coastal areas. Indonesian ships and artillery are daily
shelling many settlements, destroying property, stealing humans, children and babies.

The captured population are paid more and more for this; was violated and massacred by
the Indonesian troops. However, the People of EastTimor are continuing to fight heroically
the invaders in all fronts; in LITECOSHO, Fretilin guerillas are pushing severe, the ene
my rockets and village.

The (village of) ERMERA : in the last two days Fretilin guerillas have assaulted enemy
positions; killing 46 Indonesian soldiers, wounding many and capturing some.
On 18-7-76, 18 Indonesian army vehicles and 700 soldiers crossed the border, pushing in
front of them the XUDA refugees and they are situated in MALIANA. The same time, a strong
delegation of Indonesians and some what (?) whites have arrived in BALIBO. Meanwhile,
the Indonesian soldiers need more materials and (are) dressing in civilian costumes.

We- publicly announce that the government of Jakarta and its collaborators in the same
forge (?) and defeating military aggression against the People of East Timor, to and in
tegration of our nation into Indonesia. We appeal to all nation lovers as peace, liberty
and trauma to stay to independent.

To resist is to win. Victory to the People of East Timor. We will win. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and Internal Security, Democratic Re
public of East Timor.

Message 70

"

Received Melbourne, 3.30 p.m.,

EST,

26/7/76.

"Jakarta and Portuguese governments in complicity are trying new manoeuvres
in Bangkok to legalise recognition by Portuguese of the entry (?) of the DRET into
Indonesia^

If fact is in high contradiction and condemned against UN Security Council Resolution
over East Timor and deeply repudiated by the entire people of East Timor.
Meanwhile
-6-
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Indonesian government is sending more military units and increasing military
operations in the territory.

The captured population and all prisoners are

submitted to torture, heavy labour and execution.

Completely unable to control the territory, the Indonesian forces are using incendiary
BMXS bombs to destroy houses and crops in BAUCAU during the past week over 450 houses
and large quantity of rice crops were destroyed by the Indonesian troops.

We call the UN Commission of Human Rights, the UN Security Council and all human rights
organisations to take action against Indonesia in the way to stop the vandalic and
barbaric aggression being carried out by Indonesian troops over the people of East
Timor.

Independence or death. To resist is to win. Fight still on. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and Internal Security, Democratic
Republic of East Timor.

Message 71

"

Received Darwin, 28/7/76.

"Independence or death.

If Timor's history is written once again with the

blood of its heroic sons fierce fighting is going on in many parts of the territory
against the Indonesian invaders.

In TAPO mountain in the area of BOBONARO there was fierce fighting between Indonesian
forces and Fretilin guerillas.
Fretilin guerillas defeated the enemy, killing 53
Indonesian soldiers, wounding a very high number, and captured 3 bazookas, nine
6 Fretilin

automatic rifles and big quantity of ammunition and other war materials.
guerillas got wounded.

In BAZATETE on 21st July Fretilin guerillas assaulted one enemy camp, killing 45
Indonesian soldiers, destroyed 20 tents and rescued 307 captured population.
In revenge
of their losses the enemy is systematically torturing and executing the war prisoners.
Once again we urgently appeal to the UN Commission for Human Rights and UN Security
Council and all nation lovers of peace and progress to stop the Indonesian vandalic
aggression over the people of East Timor.

To resist is to win.
The victory is certain. Highest regards, Alaric Jorge Fernandes,
Minister for Information and Internal Security, Democratic Republic of East Timor."

Message 72

Received Telecom Darwin, 30/7/76.

"Timor is becoming more and more the scenery of fire, blood and destruction

due to the vandalic military operations of the murderous Indonesian aggression.
In all diplomatic and military fronts, Jakarta government has been defeated.
Then (= and
so) it is setting up more military operations in desperate effort to destroy, control
and catch all Fretilin Central Committee members.

The people of East Timor are vigilant and decided to convince Suhartoe, Malik and other

puppets of their defeat and the failure of their shameful ever biggest military
operation, code-named 'operasi komodo'.

Of the night of July 27, Fretilin guerillas killed more (than) II Indonesian soldiers

and captured many war materials in the area of BOBONARO.

In revenge, the enemy used

incendiary bombs and burned out 120 houses.

On the 26th, the enemy, attempting to advance over UATOLARI, have been defeated by
Fretilin guerillas.

Yesterday morning two Indonesian warships intensely bombarded coastal area of LORE
village.

Independence or death.
The people will win. Victory is certain.
Highest regards,
Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Internal Security, Democratic Republic of East Timor."
7
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Message 73 Received Telecom Darwin, 11.05 am. CST, 3/ 8/ 76.
"Incredible vandalism.

Blood, fire, destruction and vandalism are daily

activities of the increased aggression of Suharto's regular army against the People of
East Timor.

In ZUMALAI in the last two days, Indonesian soldiers burnt out 6 great villages and

brutally executed hundreds of the local populations and also the enemy completely burnt
out the village of CRIBAS.

As the Indonesian forces are impotent against the heroic Fretilin forces, they are

revenging by systematically executing the captured population and destroying houses and
crops.

During the last week of July, Fretilin guerillas in action against the enemy in the area
of CRIBAS, have killed 119 Indonesian soldiers and shot down one helicopter.

The 17th of August is Independence day of Indonesia but Suharto will never win.

Independence or death. The people of East Timor will win. Fight still on. Highest
Regards, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and Internal Security,
Democratic Republic of East Timor."

Message Number

74

Received Telecom-Darwin, 5/8/76.
"The People of East Timor, under the leadership of the glorious
Fretilin Central Committee, are giving heroic resistance, defeat

ing continuously the Indonesian vandalic aggression.
On the last week of July the enemy tried to infiltrate in LELA and MAUKATA from the

SUAI village, have been defeated by the Fretilin guerillas, killing 162 Indonesian
soldiers, wounded a fine number and captured a large number of war materials.

On the 29th July, the enemy reinforced SUAI with more than 800 soldiers, landed from

two warships.

Very fierce fighting is going on in ZUMALAI.

The enemy is broken in

the village and its complete extermination is about.

On the last Tuesday, Fretilin guerillas shot down another helicopter with registration
number of PKPGY - E0I05C302I - SI99 - 19; killing all seven occupants. So far, Fretil
in guerillas have shot down five helicopters and one plane.

Independence or death. The victory is certain. Fight still on. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security, Democratic
Republic of East Timor, 5-8-76. "

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING EAST TIMOR (June 26 - August 4, 1976 )

June 26

Indonesia failed to get approval of its Timor actions at an ASEAN conference
in Manila. The Phillipines and Singapore said they could not be party to a
resolution which contradicted the UN Security Council resolution. Thailand is also

thought to have expressed doubts.

(The Age, 28-6-76)

An international conference on East Timor and Indonesia, organised by the^Journal of
Contemporary Asia and the West German Committee for an Independent East Timor, was
held in Bonn, West Germany. The conference called on all governments to recognise the
Democratic Republic of East Timor and to cease all forms of aid, particularly military

aid, to the Indonesian military regime.
June 29

'

(Conference Report)

Radio Maubere broadcast: Fretilin attacked Indonesian troops at LELEIA on

the DILI-BAUCAU road.

Heavy fighting at FATUBERLIEU.

to June 30, 29 Indonesian soldiers were killed in BAUCAU.
-8-

In the period June 21

(Canberra Times, J-7-76)
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Inodnesian Information Minister, Mashuri, announced that the Indonesian Government Cab

inet had officially accepted the merger of East Timor with Indonesia.
(The Age, 30-6-76)

Indonesia officially accused Malcom Fraser of showing an "unfriendly attitude" towards
Indonesia through remarks he made in China (newspaper reports, alledgedly from a leaked
transcript, credited Fraser with questioning the effectiveness of the Indonesian lead

ership.)
[ This was later

(The Age, 30-6-76)
"cleared up" by Fraser saying that he 'did not question' the leader

ship of Indonesia.
July I

The Age, 5-7-76 ]

The Australian Minister for Aboriginal Affairs said in Jakarta that he and

the parliamentary delegation he was leading were "... impressed with the

techniques the Indonesian government uses to bring the benefits of modern society to
the people of remote regions." Viner thought that Australia's 'program for the ad
vancement of its aboriginal society will benefit from ideas gained in Indonesia'. Viner
also said: " We have a better understanding of Indonesia's concern over Timor..."
(Dept. of Aboriginal Affairs Release, 2-7-76)
July

7

In a Radio Maubere broadcast, monitored in Darwin, Fretilin forces claimed to
have repulsed two Indonesian attacks in the area of LELEIA on the north coast

between DILI and BAUCAU.
July 10

River.

(The Age, 8-7-76)

Alarico Fernandes, in a radio message from East Timor, reported heavy fight
ing at QUELICAI and a Fretilin ambush of Indonesian forces along the QUELAN
(See text of message No. ^ on page 4~ )

July 12

Message from Alarico Fernandes. Fighting at OSSU, SOIBADA, BARIQUE and
LACLUBAR. Starvation in DILI. Concentration camp in ERMERA.
(The Canberra Times, 12-7-76)

July 15

The Indonesian parliament passed a bill enabling East Timor to be merged with
Indonesia.

Arnaldo Araujo ( PGET Chairman) and Guilherme Goncalves (Leader

of the People's Assembly) attended the session.

(The Age, 16-7-76)

July 17

President Suharto signed a bill "that declared East Timor as the 27th pro
vince of Indonesia. Arnaldo Araujo was appointed 'acting-Governor'. Suharto
said : "with the realisation of East Timor's imntegration into Indonesia, foreign aff
airs will be handled by Jakarta. "
(The Age, 19-7-76)
July 18

The Political Committee of Fretilin met in East Timor to discuss the Indones
ian 'act of integration'. The Political Committee denounced the 'act' as a
contradiction of the U.N. charter,. General Assembly and Security Council resolutions

over East Timor.

(See text of Message No. 67 on page 5

)

D.R.E.T. Ambassador to Mozambique, Roque Rodriques, said in Adelaide that Fretilin con

trolled 85% of the territory. He said Fretilin had retaken 10 strategic villages in the
past month. [See Message No. 63 in TIS No.II/I2]
(The Sun, 19-7-76)
East Timorese refugees in Indonesian Timor were
700 Indonesian troops and 18 army vehicles. At
ians (officials-?) and "some whites" were seen
Alarico Fernandes - see Radio Message No. 6? on

taken across the border to MALIANA by
the same time, a delegation of Indones
at BALIBO. These claims were made by
page 6 .

July 19

A statement signed by Australian Parliamentarians, Union, Church, Student
and Aid organisation officials, called on the Australian government to re
ject the integration of East Timor into Indonesia; requested an immediate meeting of
the UN Security Council and cease all military aid to Indonesia.
(The Canberra Times, 20-7-76)
July 20
In a press statement [released just before he left for the USA], Foreign
Affairs Minister Peacock said Australia could not recognise East Timor as
Indonesia's 27th Province.
(The Age, 21-7-76)

Alarico Fernandes reported heavy fighting in VERMASSE and a concentration of Indones
ian troops in SOIBADA. Aerial bombardment was occurring in BAUCAU, BOBONARO, L0L0T0I

and ATSABE.
July 22

See text of Message No. 66 on page 5 .

Alarico Fernandes claimed that Indonesian forces in East Timor were demoral
ised and complaining of food shortages. He reported that tanks and armoured

cars were being used by Indonesians in a push on QUELICAI.
-9-

See text of Message No. 68
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July 24

Adam Malik reported that he had requested of the Sri Lankan government that
they do not permit Fretilin leaders to "sneak in" to the Non-aligned nations
conference. It is believed Indonesia's incorporation of East Timor into Indonesia was

hastened by the spectre of debate/criticism of. Indonesia over its invasion of the ter

ritory.

'Report from Asia', ABC Radio, 25-7-76)

July 25

An Indonesian military spokesman said that Indonesia would recruit 1000
youths from East Timor into its army. He declined to elaborate.
(The Canberra Times, 27-7-76)
The People's Republic of China strongly condemned the Indonesian annexation of East

Timor, warning the Indonesian government that East Timor was able to wage a prolonged
guerilla war.
(The Age, 26-7-76)
July 26

Alarico Fernandes reported the use of "incendiary BMXS bombs" by Indonesian

forces to destroy houses and crops. Fretilin called on the UN Commission
of Human Rights and the UN Security Council to take action against Indonesia. See
text of Message No. 70 on page 6 .

The Indonesian Embassy in its Newsletter claimed that the Indonesian government had

spent $AI,909,8I3 on Timorese refugees. Embassy said that in addition to the cash,
"the Indonesian government had supplied food, medicine, clothes and agricultural tools.
July 28

(The Canberra Times, 27-7-76)
In a radio message, Alarico Fernandes claimed a Fretilin victory against In
donesian forces around Mt.

TAPO near BOBONARO and a successful assault on an

Indonesian army camp near BAZARTETE, resulting in the release of 307 imprisoned East
Timorese. See text of Message No. 7/ on page 7 .
23 Portuguese soldiers [and about 45 Portuguese nationals - Canberra Times, 27-7-76-ed]
were handed over to Portugal presidential envoy, General Morais da Silva in BALI.
(The Canberra Times, 29-7-76)

August 1

Antara newsagency in Jakarta reported that Jose Martins, who defected
from the so-called Provisional government in DILI, had been arrested in

Portugal for extorting money from relatives of 23 Portuguese soldiers being held in
East Timor on promise of obtaining their release
(The Age, 2-8-76)
August 2

Michael Richardson reports that

*

U.S.

officials in S.E.Asia had

*

warned Australia not to allow further de-

*

terioration of Australia-Indonesia relat
ions because this could hinder U.S. milit

ary strategy in the region.
Indonesia is
the gateway from the Pacific to the Indian
Ocean and it is necessary to maintain good

relations with Indonesia to obtain rights
of passage for U.S. nuclear-powered sub
marines. One of the main routes runs just
north of Timor.
(The Age, 3-8-76)
Indonesia threatened to takeover the operations of foreign oil companies which re
fused to accept re-negotiation of contracts which would give the Indonesian government
more money to pay off the staggering debts of the State-owned oil company, Pertamina.
(The Age, 3-8-76)
August 3

Alarico Fernandes reported that Indonesian forces had burnt out 7 vill
ages including CRIBAS, 20 kilometres south of MANATUTO.
He also claimed
that Fretilin guerillas had killed 119 soldiers in the CRIBAS area and shot down

one helicopter.
August 4

See text of Message No. 73 on page 8

A deputy U.S. Secretary of State said at an ANZUS conference that it

was in the "interests of America and the free world" to support Indonesia.
"Indonesia is very important in political and economic terms, a major supplier of
oil with an expanding population.
It has an impact on ASEAN.
We feel it is in our
interests... to support Indonesia in the battle to deal with very critical populat

ion and economic problems."

(The Age, 5-8-76)
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