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SEIZED.

In bushland 45 kms from Darwin on September 27, Andrew

L_^lv

Waterhouse (an Australian citizen) and Estanislau da

Silva (East Timorese) were surrounded by Posts and Tel
egraphs officials, Commonwealth Police and A.S.1,0.
officers and a radio transceiver was impounded. The
radio was used to conduct two-way correspondence with

Fretilin forces in East Timor - essentially to maintain
contact between the D.R.E.T government inside East Tim
or with the four D.R.E.T. government ministers .abroad.

The seizure took place 10 days before Prime Minister
Fraser was due to begin his 4-day official visit to

Indonesia. Denis Freney (C.I.E.T.) reports that acc
ording to highly reliable sources in the Aust. Foreign
Affairs Dept., the radio seizure was part of an ultim

atum put to the Australian govt, by President Suharto.
A similar radio seizure occurred on January 25, 1976
- just before that radio was to be used to establish

a meeting place for Fretilin leaders in East Timor

and U.N. Special Envoy, Winspeare Guiccardi. (see
T.I.S. No.7). The Australian govt has refused to grant
a license for an Australian to operate the radio link.

Two newspapers, "The Australian" (2.10.76) and "The
Canberra Times" (4.10.76) published articles which,.
in a clumsy way, attempted to smear Fretilin and its
supporters by claiming that the radio seized in Darwin
was the source of messages from East Timor giving de
tails of the war in the territory. These messages con

tinue to come from East Timor (see texts on page 8).
This radio seizure indicates that despite what the
Australian govt, says, its actions show that it does
not oppose the Indonesian government's invasion of

East Timor.

(See our item on page 6).

Sources 'Press Backgrounder', C.I.E.T. (Syd.) 7.10.76.
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LETTERS

FROM

INDONESIA

-

EAST

TIMORESE

FIGHT

ON

The East Timorese continue to resist the Indonesian troops in the East Timorese
countryside.
It is still 'dangerous' to travel a short distance outside of Dili
after dark. That is the message contained in these letters we have received
recently from Indonesia.

The letters (we print here relevant excerpts) are dated — all were written
after the Indonesian government declared the integration of East Timor into

Indonesia on July 17, 1976.

The writers are informed and reliable people.

For obvious reasons their names cannot be published.
1.

From

Dili

to

Dare

(8km)

- travel 'unsafe'.

Late July, 1976.

"The group traveled from Gili in convoy - first an armoured car and communications
unit, then a landrover with soldiers and civilians, then the visiting party in
a landrover, followed by a third landrover with soldiers and local people.
Safety regulations required that the group, which left Dili at —am should be
back before dark.11

Concerning the seminary at Dare; "....it had come under fierce gunfire....
Parts of the buildings were damaged. A mortar bomb fell on the chapel while
the students were praying, but no one was hurt.

'In Jakarta we heard that shots

had been fired on Indonesian "volunteers" from these buildings and that is why
they were brought under shellfire'. The buildings were occupied by the military;
army officers were billeted in the undamaged rooms."

(Three Jesuits) "are caring for some 700 refugees from the countryside.

Open-

air fire places for cooking food are on the grounds....the government in Jakarta
is being urged to return the seminary buildings to the church."
2.

Timor

Island

-

a restricted zone.

August 18, 1976.

"About a month ago, I tried to enter Timor in order to look over
in
Koepang and Atambua, and hopefully get to Dili. However, a tight security has
been placed on any movement in both Indonesia Timor and East Timor. After
obtaining necessary papers of clearance to travel to Timor, I was still refused
entry by the Military. In short, no foreigners are allowed in.

"At the end of July, I had the opportunity to speak to Bishop Ribeiro in Jakarta
who is presently in Portugal for a rest. His excellency was very candid about the
situation in Dili and in the mountain areas outside Dili.

The situation leaves

much to be desired with regards "normalization". Other more recent reports,
despite what you read in the press, indicate that the 27th province of Indonesia
is still very much in disruption.

V... we were told that any relief for Timor would have to be cleared with the

Department of Home Affairs, who presently would prefer any foreigners to stay
out until internal security was established. How long that will take is anybody's
guess

"Much depends on what further military operations will be carried out by GOI
to up-root the FRETILIN, who are quite active in the mountain areas of Timor.

Due to some unfortunate happenings and misbehaviour of some military, the Timor
ese are skeptical and anxious about complete integration. ... hoped that with
the newly appointed local government, such skepticism and anxiety will be
remedied."

3.

"

East Timorese teachers flee to mountains.

September 1, 1976.

commented that the situation in and around Dili is improving, but that

disruption still prevails in the mountains.
20 West Timorese Catholic teacherscatechists have been sent into East Timor by Bishop Tillaart. A further 70
are going to fill the vacancies left by the local teachers who fled to the

mountains." (our emphasis-ed.)
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AUSTRALIAN BUSINESSMEN SUPPORT

INDONESIAN

INVASION

The Australia-Indonesia Business Co-operation Committee, made up of 153 Australian
companies including the ANZ. Bank, Bank of NSW, Blue Metal Industries, the Australian
Wheat and Dairy Boards and CSR (Colonial Sugar Refinery), has again called on the
Australian government to support Indonesia's actions on East Timor.
On October 15, the President of the AIBCC, Mr ,B. N. Kelman told the-Committee's

annual meeting in Canberra that immediate recognition of Indonesian incorporation
of East Timor was desirable "in the interests of regional security". Kelman, who
is also deputy manager of CSR warned that further tension over East Timor could do

long-term damage to Australia's business, trade and strategic interests.

A CSR spokesman confirmed that Mr Kelman had urged tacit recognition of Indonesian
claims over East Timor and that the AIBCC had made representations to the Australian
government to reverse the existing East Timor policies.

B N Kelman 's remarks were circulated to journalists in Jakarta by the Indonesian
Foreign Ministry.

(The Age,23 Oct. 1976)

In November 1975, the AIBCC sent the following telegram to the Whitlam government after the death of 5 Australian newsmen at Balibo and at a time when the Indonesian
government was about to step up its operations in East Timor - leading to the
invasion of December 7.

"CANBERRA, - The President of the Australia-Indonesia Business Co-operation
Committee, Mr.

Bryan Kelman, recently despatched a cable on behalf of member-

companies of the Committee, copies of which have also been sent to the Deputy
Prime Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia.

The message reads as follows: "On behalf of 160 Australian member companies
of Australia-Indonesia Business Co-operation Committee, I urge you have regard
for strong commercial and investment links existing between Australia and
Indonesia as basis on which future cordial

relations must be built.

AIBCC

regards Indonesian response to date in Timor as most tolerant and responsible
and abhors actions and attitudes of minorities in both countries aimed at pre
judicing Australta-Indonesia relations.
AIBCC urges government to resist
pressures for any form of censure by Australia."
Source: 'INDONESIA NEWSLETTER' No. 41/75. Indonesian Embassy, Canberra.
This cable was sent in early November. At that time Indonesia was stepping up its
military activity in the border area of Timor.

What is the AIBCC?

We do not have current detailed information on who the 153 companies are. According
to the Report from the Senate Standing Committee on Industry and Trade entitled
"Prospects for Trade between Indonesia and Australia " (1975)
The Australia-Indonesia Business Co-operation Committee (AIBCC) was
formed in November 1971 to foster friendship and understanding between the
business communities of Australia and Indonesia and to promote trade, invest
ment, technical and economic co-operation, and tourism between the two
countries. The main role of the Committee is to provide advice and assistance

to those who wish to trade with Indonesia or who are seeking investment oppor
tunities. The aim is to minimise expenditure of time and effort in making contact
or setting up an enterprise in Indonesia.
There are at present approximately 200 members ranging in size from Aus
tralia's largest companies to sole traders and consultants. A wide selection of

industries is represented including mining, dairy products, building materials,
contracting, manufacturing, engineering and architectural services, banking and
metal products.
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The principal office-bearers are:

President—Mr B. N. Kelman (appointed 30 September 1975), Deputy
General Manager, CSR Ltd, Sydney
Immediate Past President—Mr J. B.

Reid, Chairman, James Hardie

Asbestos Ltd

Secretary-General—Mr W.

J.

Henderson,

Director-General,

Associated

Chambers of Manufactures of Australia

Treasurer—Mr A. Watson, Manager International Department, Commercial
Bank of Australia Ltd, Melbourne.

One of the AIBCC's principal activities has been to advise Australian com

panies interested in developing commercial contacts with Indonesia of trading
and other regulations and practices.

B.N. Kelman and J. B. Reid - whose interests do they represent?

B.N.Kelman:

President of the AIBCC, is a director and Deputy General Manager of CSR,

deputy-chairman of Ready Mixed Concrete Ltd., and sits on the Board of Australian and

Kandos Cement Holdings Ltd., New Zealand Cement Holdings Ltd., Gove Alumina and
Nabalco Ltd. (Jobsons)

CSR (with Blue Metals Industries) has controlling interests in two companies in
Indonesia, P T Jaya Readymix and P T Kobatin.
J. B.Reid: Immediate Past-President of the AIBCC, is chairman of Hardie (James)
Asbestos Ltd., Hardie Trading Ltd and Mercantile Credits Ltd, and sits on the Board
of BHP Co. Ltd. and
AVIS Rent a Car System Ltd.

Hardie (James) Asbestos Ltd has two projects in Indonesia, P T Harflex Asbes Semen

and P T James Hardie Indonesia (which, according ro ref. Z. involved a capital outlay
of $20 million).

BHP has direct interests in Indonesia in tin mining (outlay of $20 million - ref

)

as well as through its^interests in Rheem Australia (66.9%), John Lysaght (50%)
and Tubemakers of Australia (43.75%).

(Jobsons)

BHP also has direct interests in East Timor - up until the August 10 UDT coup, BHP
geologists were surveying the territory for minerals. In August 1976, BHP gained
a 41.8% interest in Woodside-Burmah Oil N.L. which has drilled off the south coast of
East Timor with promising results.
(Retrieval)
sea-bed boundaries south of East Timor - page 20)

(See Item

in this T.I.S. on

Avis Rent-a-Gar is part of the Rockefeller empire which has extensive interests in

Indonesia.

Mercantile Credits is partly owned by the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking

Group, a large banking group which operates in Indonesia.

(Vanguard)

J.B. Reid was in Jakarta at the time of Malcolm Fraser's visit to Indonesia. The Aust

ralian P.M. officially opened a new James Hardie factory near Jakarta,

T.I.S. will attempt to provide in future issues, details of the membership and operations

of the Australia-Indonesia Business Co-operation Committee.

T

References:

1.
2.

3.
4.

The Age 23.10.76
"Prospects for Trade between Indonesia and Australia".
Standing Committee on Industry and Trade. 1975
CIET "Press Backgrounder" Sydney 22.10.76
Jobsons Directory of Companies. 1976/77

5.
6.

Vanguard. 7.10.76
"Retrieval" No 29.

Report from the Senate

Feb/Mar. 1976. p6
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AUSTRALIAN
Source:

INVESTMENT

IN

INDONESIA

Foreign Investment Board, Jakarta. July 1975.

Airfast Service Pty Ltd
Arman £ Larmer Pty Ltd
Associated Australian Oilfield
Australian Indonesian Consultants

Australian Dredging £
General Works Pty Ltd
Australindo International
Tubemakers of Australia Ltd
Bank of New South Wales

Barrie £ Dwyer Pty Ltd
Broken Hill Proprietary Company
Brambles Holding Ltd

John Lysaght (Aust) Ltd
A.R.C. Industries Ltd
Brown £ Dureau Ltd

John Holland Construction
Australian Consolidated Industries

Ingersol1-Rand (Aust) Pty Ltd
King Hearing Aids Pty Ltd
Kiwi International Pty Ltd
Leighton Contractors Pty Ltd
Maunsel1

Consultants

Maunsel1

Partners Pty Ltd

National Bank of Australasia
Nicholas Pty Ltd
Concrete Industry(Monier) Ltd
John Rawlinson Co £ Partnership

Peddle Thorp £ Walker
Cooper £ Lybrand

Philip Gibson Pty Ltd

W.L.Meinhart £ Partners Pty Ltd
Century Storage Battery Co Ltd

Theiss Brothers Pty Ltd

Peter's

QANTAS Airways Ltd

Ice Cream

Decca Survey Australia

Phillips - T.M.

Rheem Australia Pty Ltd

AMATIL (Allied Manufacturing £

Repco Ltd

Trading Industries Ltd)

Richardson-Merrel1

Foxboro Proprietary Ltd Australia
Frankipile Australia
Frigrite Investment Development
Strata Marine Pty Ltd £
Associated Surveys Pty Ltd
Gol1 in & Co
James Hardie Asbestos Ltd

Rider Hunt £ Partners
SAATAS

The Sun Insurance Group
Siddons

Industries Ltd

Sidney Cooke Chemicals

Snowy Mountains Engineering Corp.
Eric White Associates Group

Hooker Internationa1

Spectrum International Research-

R.E.Hunter £ Associates Pty Ltd
Impact International Pty Ltd

Services Pty Ltd
Stephenson & Turner

Ogilvy £ Mather (Aust) Pty Ltd

Guthrie £ Co (Aust) Pty Ltd

Asia Dairy Industries Pty Ltd

Price Waterhaouse

Ford Asia-Pacific

MacDonald Wagner £ Priddle

Manchill Pty Ltd

Endeavour Co N.L.

The Commonwealth Industrial Gases

V.S.L. Prestressing (Aust) Pty Ltd

International Oil Exploration Ltd

V.L.D. Consulting Engineers

Sims Consolidated Australia

Wolferstan Trower £ Partners
WormaId Internationa1 Ltd

Blue Metal

Industries Ltd

Colonial Sugar Refining Co Ltd

This list indicates Australian-based companies which intend or have already set up bus
inesses in Indonesia. These companies account for $175.3 million invested in Indonesia.

The list does not include companies which solely export to or import goods from Indo
nesia.

The value of Australain exports to Indonesia (principally dairy products and eggs, cer
eal grains/preparations, iron and steel) in 1974-75 was $173.4 million. The value of

imports from Indonesia (mainly tea and coffee, crude rubber, wood/timber/cork) in
1974-75 was $18.8 million.
(Source: "Prospects for Trade between Indonesia and
Australia." Report from the Senate Standing Committee on Industry and Trade. 1975.)
(In future issues of T.I.S. we will provide details of Australian economic interests in
Indonesia, We will also show that a number of 'Australian1 companies are in fact U.S.
or British-controlled companies using Australia as a base for investment in S.E.Asia.)
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MALCOLM

FRASER

IN

JAKARTA

-

DE

FACTO

RECOGNITION ?

On his return from a 4-day visit to Jakarta, Malcolm Fraser was met with reports
that President Suharto's personal spokesman, Lt.-Gen. Sudharmono had claimed that
Malcolm Fraser had given a de facto recognition to the Indonesian takeover of East
Timor. Malcolm Fraser's response was that "the government's attitude has been set
out clearly in the joint communique issued in Jakarta on Sunday (October 10)."
-The Sun (Melb.)

JAKARTA

COMMUNIQUE

(Excerpts)

12.10.76

10 Oct, 1976

13.
The President gave the Prime Minister a comprehensive brief
ing on the development of Indonesian policy in East Timor. He reite
rated Indonesia's position on this question and recalled that Indone
sia had assumed responsibility for the administration of East Timor,
and for the well-being of its people, after the process of decoloni
sation had already been completed in accordance with the wishes of

the people there. The Prime Minister recalled that Australian policy
on the East Timor question had been clearly set out by the Minister
for Foreign Affairs in the Parliament. He said that it is a complex
question which was greatly complicated by the rapid changes in Portu
gal and the breakdown in that country's control and administration of
East Timor.

14.

The Prime Minister considered that the important thing now

was to look to the future, and to alleviate, so far as possible the
human suffering which had come with the fighting and associated dis

ruption in the territory. Australia has already indicated that it is

prepared to help with this humanitarian task. Australia had already

made over A$80,000 available through the Indonesian Red Cross and a
further A$250,000 would be made available as required.
15.
The Prime Minister noted that another aspect of the human
suffering caused by the conflict had been the plight of the refugees
who had gone to Australia without their families. The President and
the Prime Minister agreed that officials of their two countries would
be meeting to resolve the problem of these refugees.
source?

Indonesian Newsletter

When pressed by reporters and opposition parliamentarians to restate the Australian
government's policy, both Malcolm Fraser and Foreign Affairs Minister Andrew Peacock
refused to do so - saying that the policy had been clearly stated in the past.

-(See the Age J3.vo.7fe)
AUSTRALIAN

GOVERNMENT - STATED

POLICY

We made known our views

ON

EAST

TIMOR

Andrew Peacock, Australian Foreign
Affairs Minister, made this state

through diplomatic channels and at government
to government level, between me and the

ment about East Timor

Indonesian President and Foreign Minister. Our
policy has been clear. It has called for the with
drawal of Indonesian troops. It has called for a

in the house

of Representatives on March 4,1976

cessation of hostilities. It has called for the

implementation of an act of self-determination

and a resumption of humanitarian aid through

source: Weekly Hansard, 2-4 March,1976

the International Committee of the Red Cross.

... and, following the Indonesian 'declaration of integration'
of East Timor into Indonesia on July 17th,1976, a press
statement was released by Foreign Affairs Department:
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Andrew
Peacock, said today that the Government had long held the
view that the process of decolonisation in East Timor
-6-
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should be based on a proper act of self-determination/

preferably carried out with the observation and participation
of the United Nations.

"In the case of the consultative acts carried out

in East Timor on 31 May and 24 June there must still be

uncertainty about how extensive and representative the
exercise of self-determination has been," he said.

"The present situation is that Indonesia has

moved, without United Nations involvement, to integrate East
Timor as its twenty-seventh province," he said.
"But in
the circumstances Australia cannot regard the broad
requirements for a satisfactory process of decolonisation

as having been met." source: Minister for Foreign Affairs, Media Release,
no. M43, July 20, 1976.

In the House of Representatives (October 12. ), Malcolm Fraser said that continual
restating of the government policy on East Timor may be harmful. (C. Times, 13.10.76)

On the ABC-TV program, "State of the Nation" (October 14), Mr Fraser was reported
to have said "de facto recognition had not been given at this stage but whether
it will be given later will be revealed in the future" (CIET Press Release 15.10.76).

The Sydney Morning Herald (Oct, 15) quoted a 'government spokesman' as saying
that the plan to openly extend de facto recognition hadn't been carried through
"because we couldn't get away with it" (CIET Press Release 15.10.76).
Recognition or Non-Recognition - Actions speak louder than words.

The following statement by the Australia-East Timor Association in Melbourne,
argues that the actions of the Australian government imply a tacit acceptance of

Indonesia's forced takeover of East Timor: (Source: Farrago (Melb. Uni.), 15.10.76)
It is significant that the Fraser
government refused to restate its policy on

5.
At the UN Security Council 'debate
in April, the Australian mission made no,

East Timor - but the argument as to
whether this means the Fraser government
does or does not recognise Indonesia's
forced integration of East Timor is

initiatives or firm statements on the issue.

semantic.

Despite what the government says,
its actions, over the past year indicate
that it does not oppose the Indonesian
military takeover of Bast Timor. The
following points establish this fact:
1.
When the Fraser government was
acting in a "caretaker" capacity from

According to labor MP Ken Fry, the

Australian missionwasvisiblydisappointed
at the defeat of a pro-Indonesian amend
ment to the resolution put forward by
Japan. Fry also claimed that the Australian
mission was in frequent consultation with
the Indonesian mission.

6.
On August 26, Foreign Affairs
Minister, Peacock announced the govern
ment was planning to channel aid to East
Timor through Indonesian Red Cross. This

November 11 till December 12, 1975, it
knew of Indonesian military activity in
East Timor before the major invasion of

announcement marks the dropping of a
major pillar of the stated policy — that

December 7, but refused to make any

through International Red Cross.
7.
At sittings of the UN Decolonisation

statement.

humanitarian

aid

should

be

directed

January 25. The radio was about to be

Committee on September 8-9, the
Australian government attended but made

used to establish links with Fretilin inside

no contribution.

East Timor, in order to help UN Special

8.
The government seized a second
Fretilin radio operating outside Darwin eliminating Fretilin 2-way contact with the

2.

Seized a Fretilin radio in Darwin on

Envoy Guicciardi visit Fretilin controlled
areas.

3.
Refused to allow any plane,
Australian or foreign, to go from Darwin to
East Timor to carry the UN envoy to

outside world.

Fretilin — held areas of East Timor.

to isolate the East Timorese and to take no

4.
Prevented
a
barge
carrying
humanitarian aid from going to East Timor
in January.

action in East Timor. That is the policy of

These actions clearly show that the

Australian Government has acted in a way
firm steps to interfere with the Indonesian

the Australian government.
•7-
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RADIO MESSAGES

FROM

EAST TIMOR : August 16 - October 17, 1976

These radio messages sent by FRETILIN in East Timor are relayed to addresses in
Australia via Outpost Radio and Telecom (Darwin) - both. Australian government structures.
Message

75

Received

Outpost Radio Darwin, 4.25 p.m. CST, 16/8/76.

"More manouvres of Indonesia camp to the open. Jakarta colonial facists government is
continuously increasing its military aggression against the people and integrity of the
Democratic Republic of East Timor - trying by,all means to convert our country to a new
Indonesian colony.

Once again we publicly announce such manouvres of Indonesia in com

pletely contradiction with the UN Security Counci1's resolution - and against the most
basic principles of the non-aligning countries organisation - pointing out that all
countries should not maintain colonies and not interfere in internal affairs of other
countries.

Fierce fight still goes on in East Timor.

In a mountain near VEMASSE Fretilin forces

ambushed the enemy on the 12th August having killed 18 Indonesian soldiers. In revenge
of their continuing losses, the enemy is burning the villages and massacring and tortur
ing the civilian population.
Independence or death. To resist is to win.

Highest regards, 16/8/76, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National
Security, Democratic Republic of East Timor."
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BETWEEN INDONESIAN TROOPS

\
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AND FORCES
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\

/

OF THE D.R.E.T.

FROM AUGUST 16 - OCTOBER 17,

Indonesian

1976.

Timor

Source : Radio Messages, nos 75 - 93,
from East Timor.

Numbers key : Locations listed alphabetically.
Bobonaro -

2

Laclubar -

Fatululic - 5

Lore -

FatuBerlieu - 1

Los Palos -

12

Quelicai

-

20

Suai - 6

21
22

Mt Henuc -13

Manotassi - 8

Liquica - 1

Manatuto -

Lolotoe - 4

Ossu -

14

17

Tapo - 3
Tutuala

-

Uatolari Vemasse

-

23

Venilale -

16

Viqueque

18

-

Zumalai - 6

19

15

Note: A = "Road" between Betano (9) £ Alas (10); B = Laclubar - Manatuto "Road".
Places mentioned in messages that we have been unable to locate on our maps:
Essusuk, Luca, Manucato; Guibuk - on the road between Betano £ Alas; Luca £
Lela - both in the Suai area; £ Obrato - in the Manatuto area.

Reminder:

Map indicates only the locations mentioned in the messages - it
gives no indicaton of frequency of clashes - eg. Bobonaro is men
tioned six times.
*»

**
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Message 76

Received Outpost Radio Darwin, 1.45p.m., CST, 17/8/76.

"East Timor belongs to the Maubere People.

The people of East Timor have been fighting

for one year and decided as ever to fight on to drive out all the Indonesian colonial

forces from the territory - in defence of its freedom, sovereignty and national indepen
dence. Fretilin forces - the Falfntil - are still inflicting heavy losses to the enemy
in all fronts. Meanwhile, Suharto has declared that integration is the wish of the
people, but he should convince himself that he has already been defeated in East Timor.
We invite the world to visit and see in loco the real situation throughout East Timor.

Today, at 2 GMT, in desperate military action, one Indonesian warplane intensely bombar
ded the areas of BOBONARO and Indonesian warships shelled the coastal areas of SUAI.
Independence or death.

The victory is certain.

Highest reagrds, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security,
Democratic Republic of East Timor. '"

Message

77

Received Telecom^Darwin, 4.10 p.m., CST, 18/8/76.

"In spite of presence of Adam Malik in summit meeting of the non-aligning countries in
Sri Lanka, the Indonesian colonial army are increasing massacres to the people of East
Timor; burning villages and properties in desperate efforts to integrate the Democratic
Republic of East Timor into Indonesia.

In QUEL ICAI on 4th and 9th this month, Fretilin forces carried out assaults to the enemy
postions, killing 18 Indonesian soldiers and driven out the enemy from their positions.
In revenge, the enemy used incendiary bombs to burn out two villages.

In FATUBERLIEU on 10th August, Fretilin forces inflicted severe punishment to the enemy,

killing 49 Indonesian soldiers and wounded a very high number, forcing the enemy to
retreat to ALAS.

Today, at 0.15 GMT an Indonesian warplane intensely bombarded again the

areas of BOBONARO.

The people of East Timor under the leadership of the Fretilin Central Committee are more

than ever aware of itsstruggle- tne struggle for national liberation and will fight
Indonesian invaders till the last consequences.

Independence or death. Victory is certain. Fight still on.
Highest regards, Alarico Fernandes, Minsiter for Information and National Security,
Democratic Republic of East Timor.

Message

78

Received Telecom-Darwin, 20/8/76.

" 20th August - an historical date for the people of East Timor.

Today complete(s) one

year that the glorious Falinti1 - the National Armoured Forces for Liberation of East
Timor - came to the light and defeated the Portuguese colonial domination over East Timor

and new (now) heroically engaged in the war against the Indonesian shameful aggression
to the Democratic Republic of East Timor.

Fierce fighting is going on in East Timor.

In LIKICA, on 17th August Fretilin forces

carried out an assault to the enemy positions, killing 65 Indonesian soldiers. Fretilin
suffered three deaths and eight wounded. In 0EP0 (TAPO ?) area of BOBONARO, Fretilin
forces in combat have killed 33 Indonesian soldiers. The enemy,highly desperated with
heavy losses suffered in SUAI, ZUMULAI and L0L0T0E is usi ng -all plans (planes?) to bom
bard and machined gunning continuously those

areas from the 17th up to now.

The people of East Timor are aware of its just struggle and certain victory. Independ
ence or death. To resist is to win. Highest regards, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister

for Information and Security, Democratic Republic of East Timor, August 20,1976. "

Message 79

Received Telecom-Darwin, 22/8/76.

"Napalm bombs blow up in East Timor. Fierce fighting is going on all over the country
and Fretilin forces are continuously inflicting severe punishment to the enemy.
In BOBONARO on the 18th of this month, Fretilin forces in action against the Indonesian

colonial troops when they tried to take positions in LAKUS HILLS have killed 42 Indones
ian soldiers and wounded lot of them and also have captured a big quantity of bazooka
grenades and three automatic rifles of American brand.
Cannons bombardments from IndonDIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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esian territory have burnt out four houses in the area.

In revenge of the continuous heavy losses suffered in BOBONARO and other border areas,
the Indonesian forces on the 19th, 20th and 21st used war planes to drop napalm bombs in
the area of BOBONARO, L0L0T0E and FATULUKIK

The people of East Timor strongly repudiate the integration and most severely condemn
the colonialist manouvres of Jakarta.
In defence of its freedom, sovereignty and nat
ional integrity, the people of East Timor will fight till the last consequences.
Independence or death. Victory is certain. Fight still on. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security, August 20."

Message

80

Received Telecom-Darwin,

24/8/76.

"Suahro vandalism in East Timro still on. In spite of being condemned by the UN Security
Council resolution, the Non-Aligned Countries Organisation, by peoples lovers of peace
and freedom and progress, the Jakarta colonial fascist government in shameful defiance is
continuously ignoring all those governments by increasing its military aggression over
the people of East Timor in vain efforts to colonise our country. Maubere People are the
sole masters of East Timor. The people of East Timor under the leadership of its unique
and legitimate vanguard - the Fretilin Central Committee - have heroically defeated the
anachronous Portuguese colonialists and now firmly united and organised are decided to
fight the Javanese colonial expansionism units over East Timor to the last man.
Very intense fighting is going on in East Timor. Today at 00.15 GMT, Indonesian warships

intensely bombarded the coastal areas of LORE.

On the last 17th, the National Day of

Indones ia, Freti1 in forces made a raid to L0SPAL0S vi1lage, ki11ing 11 Indonesian soldiers, wounded a lot and pulled down the Indonesian flag.
In UATOLARI from 31st of July
to 7th August, Fretilin forces eliminated 111 Indonesian soldiers and wounded a very
high number.
In revenge the enemy burnt out all houses in the village of UATOLARI and
EDMUMU and now is intensifying tortures and executions of captured population throughout
the territory.

Independence or death. The victory is certain. The struggle continues.
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security. "

Message

81

Received Telecom-Darwin, 10.45 a.m., CST, 27/8/76.

"Nothing can stop the victory of the people of East Timor.
of his defeat in East Timor.
in al1

Suharto is getting convinced

Fretilin forces are inflicting heavy losses to the enemy

fronts.

VENILALE: from the 11-15th of August, Fretilin forces in action against the enemy have

killed 67 Indonesian soldiers and one heroic Fretilin guerilla died. On the 16th of Aug
ust, the Falintil eliminated 15 Indonesian soldiers and wounded a high number of them;
and in ESSUSUK on the 18th, 80 Indonesian soldiers have been killed and about 30 were
wounded.

On the 20th, Fretilin forces made two offensives against the enemy in GUIBUK, killing

30 Indonesian soldiers and captured 4 American-made automatic rifles, two large boxes of
ammunition and some bazooka grenades.
In revenge of their losses, one Indonesian war plane is still intensely bombarding these areas.
Independence or death.

The victory is certain.

Fight still on.

Highest regards, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Mini ster for Informat ion and National Securi ty.
27/8/76.."
**************************************************************

*

*

;'

SEPTEMBER

:

MESSAGES

82

-

87

*

*

*

*

* Military Clashes ; Lolotoe (29 & 30th Aug); Venilale (29th Aug); Lolotoe (4th);

*

*

Tutuala (5th); Vikeke ('9th): Laklubar area (8-14th); Los Palos

*

*

(13th); Leilieai-area of Ossu (13th); Lela-Suai area (14th);

*

*

Uatolari

*

(15th).

****************************************************************************************
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Message 82

Received Telecom-Darwin, 1/9/76.

"Defeat desperation if Indonesians. (?) Once again Fretilin is the winner. Suharto
and Murdani contradicting each other and Malik confused. Fretilin has the power of the
entire people of East Timor: families united and determined however to fight the Indon
esian colonial expansionism for consolidation of the national independence and to con
tinue the long war of the revolution until the total and complete liberation of the
people of East Timor.

All manouvres of the Indonesian colonial fascist government to force the integration of
our nation into Indonesia is getting more and more ridiculous and all those who make

themselves allies of the Indonesians will be the most ridiculous puppets.

All this fighting still goes on in East Timor.

In LOLOTOE on the 29th and 30th of Aug

ust, Fret!1 in forces acting against the enemy have killed 73 Indonesian soldiers In
VENILALE on the 29th of last month, Fretilin forces eliminated 10 Indonesian soldiers
and wounded many of them and two Indonesian tanks machine-gunned all the Fretilin fo rces
but causing only casualties.

Independence or death. To resist is to win. Fight still on. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security, D.R.E.'t. "
Message 83

Received Outpost Radio, Darwin, 6/9/76.

"Very fierce fighting still goes on in East Timor and day to day the Indonesian colonia

troops are being defeated on all fronts. Meanwhile, Indonesian warplanes and ships are
every day patrolling and bombarding territory in UATOLARI. From the 28th August to Sep
tember 2nd, Fretilin forces carrying out operations against the enemy, have killed 35
Indonesian soldiers and wounded a high number. Important - an enemy warship bombarded
all the coastal areas of UATOLARI for two hours but causing no damage.
In LOLOTOE this month, (on) the 4th, Fretilin forces in action against the enemy have
killed 43 Indonesian soldiers and

Fretilin suffered 3 deaths.

In DILI the civilian population are dying of starvation and shortage of medical treat
ment. Brutally treatment is carried out over the population by torturing with electric
shocks and cigarette burning and so on. Of the technical (?) of torturing by the colon
ial fascist regime of Jakarta-puppets of the imperialists - the people of East Timor
are more than ever decided to fight for its liberty till the final victory.
Independence or death. The victory is certain. Fight continues. Highest regards,
Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security, D.R.E.T. "
Message 84

Received Melbourne, 1.03 p.m., E.S.T., 11/9/76.

"Fierce fight still goes on in East Timor and Fretilin forces still control over 80% of
the National soil.
TUTUALA : Fretilin forces in patrol duties killed 3 Indonesian
soldiers on 5th September.

VIKEKE : Fretilin forces carried out an offensive to the enemy in the village on the 9th
of this month having killed 15 Indonesian soldiers. In fact (?) of that desire, the ene
my shelled all the surrounding areas for 3 hours and at night by 12 GMT one Indonesian
warship intensively bombarded all the coastal areas of LUCA.

Independence or death. The people of East Timor will win. Fight still on. Kindest
regards. Today's date 11/9/76. Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and
National Security. "

Message

85

Received Melbourne, 16/9/76.

11 Believing on its own forces the poeple of East Timor are resisting victoriously against
the increasing Indonesian military aggression. The Indonesian colonial troops are still
carrying out massacres, tortures, executions and other brutalities on the captured popul
ation. The cynics of Malik are enjoying with their barbarities and lying all the time,

telling lies that in East Timor it's calm and so on. The people of East Timor, deeply',
indignated with those hypocritical manoeuvres of the murderous Malik, will reduplicate'
their courage and determination to continuously fight the invaders till the last conse
quences of freedom and national integrity.
-11DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT:
http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

Meanwhile the Indonesian war of aggression to the Democratic Republic of East Timor is

going very intensive(ly).

In LEILICAI area of OSSU on 13~9_76, Fretilin forces ambushed

the enemy, having destroyed one armoured car and killed all the occupants.

In LOSPALOS,

on 13-9-76, Fretilin forces made offences to the enemy, eliminating 16 Indonesian soldiers
and wounded a lot.

The enemy replied with intense fire of heavy artillery but causing

no damage.

Independence or death. Victory is certain. Fight still on. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security. "

Message 86

Received Melbourne, 5 p.m., EST, 19/9/76.

" Suharto. Hands off East Timor. Maubere People are the full masters of East Timor a free and independent nation. The murderous Suharto with all his dogs, puppets of the
imperialists, have to stop telling lies, recognise their defeat in East Timor and start
respecting the U.N. Security Council's and the Non-Aligned Countries' Resolutions and
International public opinion that demand the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of

all Indonesian forces from East Timor, who are still carrying out the worst brutality
over the population.

War in East Timor goes on very intensely and we focus some aspects:

In UATOLARI on 15_9_76, Fretilin forces attacked the enemy, eliminating 13 Indonesian
soldiers and wounded a high number.

In LOS PALOS on 16-9-76 at 6 p.m., 2 Indonesian warships strongly shelled the coastal
areas of LORE.

In HENUK -LACLUBAR area on 11th and 12th September, Fretilin forces punished the enemy,
ki11ing 31

Indonesian soldiers.

In BOBONARO, L0L0T0I, and MANUCATO area, Indonesian warplanes are still dropping bombs,
having already burnt out hundreds of houses, killed and seriously injured children and
babies.

Once again we publicly denounce and condemn the hypocritical monsters of the murderous

Suharto and appeal to all international organisations, countries and people to take
strongest position against Indonesia, in order to warranty the people of East Timor to
freely exercise its own wishes of being free and independent with the Democratic
Republic of East Timor Government.

Independence or death. The victory is certain. The struggle continues. Highest regards,
Alarico Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security."
Message 87

Received Outpost Radio Darwin, 24/9/76.

"Blood still running in East Timor.

The people of East Timor are still facing the

horror of the Indonesian war aggression projected by the sanguinary Suharto with all his

dogs keeper. Meanwhile, the people of East Timor, hardened in the struggle against the
vandal Indonesian invaders in defence of its unanswerable rights of living free and in
dependent, are fighting with more courage and determination to withdraw the enemy from
East Timor.

In all the territory, intense fight still goes on and Fretilin forces are

inflicting heavy losses to the enemy.

In LAKLUBAR, from 8th to 14th September, Fretilin forces in action against the enemy
have killed 48 Indonesian soldiers. In LELA, SUAI area, on 14-9-76, Fretilin forces
have eliminated 15 Indonesian soldiers.

In all Indonesian concentration camps, the captured population are starving and suffer
ing tortures, massacres and other brutalities.

been killed in East Timor.

contrary, highly regret.

Thousandsof Indonesian soldiers have

Fretilin forces do not wonder with death (?) but on the

Certainly, death in this way, the burdened people of Indon

esia will call the murderous Suharto to the responsibility.

Independence or death. The victory is certain. Fight still on. Highest regards,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security. "
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OCTOBER
Military

Clashes :

:

MESSAGES 88 - 93

*

Suai area ( 14~30th Sept); Tutuala (20th Sept); Ossu
(26th Sept & 4th Oct); Ainaro (28th Sept); BobonaroLolotoe area (l5-23rd Sept & 15th Oct); Manutassi Ainaro

(1st Oct); Obrato-Manatuto

Laklubar

(6th Oct)

A A A

Message 88

;

(6th Oct).
A A A

A A A A

A A A A

A A A A

Received Outpost Radio, Darwin, 1/10/76.

"On behalf of the people of East Timor I wish to express to Australian Government and

people our highest appreciation and sympathy by the honourable position taken by the
Australian Government people by its disagreement to the Indonesian armed aggression to
East Timor and for the strong support to the UN Security Council resolution over East
Timor. Thousands of Timorese have died when (they) fought shoulder on shoulder with the
Australian soldiers against the Japanese forces in East Timor during the Second World
War. Now blood is running again in East Timor because the unjust Indonesian war aggres
sion that is massacring the East Timorese people in (a) last effort to integrate East
Timor into Indonesia which is completely against the wish of the people of East Timor
and more by token. Over nine months of Indonesian full-scale armed aggression have
gone by and the people of East Timor still resisting, and controlling over eighty per
cent of the national soil.

Through the Australian Telecommunications in the Northern Territory, the world can al
For the
kind communications assistance being given we manifest our deepest gratitude to the
Australian Government and people and will continue normally however.( ? -last part)

ways be informed about events and the suffering of the people in East Timor.

Finally we appeal to the Australian Government and people, lovers of peace, progress and
freedom, to convince Jakarta Government to respect the UN Security Council resolution
and supported by Australia, and to withdraw without delay all its forces from the territ

ory in order to let the people of East Timor live free and independent according to its
true wi sh.

Independence or death.

To resist is to win.

The fight continues. Respectively yours,

October 1, 1976, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security.
Message 89

Received Outpost Radio Darwin, 4/10/76.

"The people of East Timor strongly reject the nasty manouevres of the hypocrite Malik by
talking about smuggling arms in (from) outside to Fretilin. Fretilin is strong because

(it) have the power of the entire peoples of East Timor who (are) aware of its just
struggle and trusting in its own forces are prepared for a long-time guerilla warfare

(and) will fight with more fervour and resolution against the vandal enemy till the
inevitable final victory.

It is highly ridiculous to talk to (about) arms smuggling in (from) outside to Fretilin
when anyone can easily see that the best sources of war materials are exactly Indonesian
stocks located in East Timor.

Heavy fight(ing) is going on in East Timor. In OSSU on 26.9-76 Fretilin forces made an
offensive to the enemy in the village having killed 40 Indonesian soldiers and wounded
a lot. In TUTUALA on the 20.9-76 Fretilin forces have eliminated more (than) 12 Indon
esian soldiers. In DILI in the last August, five Indonesian military units revolted,

refusing to fight and claiming for the return to Indonesia. In revenge of those dis
asters the enemy is carrying out the worse barbarities over the defenceless population.

Once again we appeal to all countries, international organisations and peoples loving of
peace, freedom and progress to a more active militant solidarity and to take stongest
position in the way to force the fascist Jakarta government to withdraw immediately and
unconditionally all its forces from East Timor according to the UN Secruity Council and
the Non-Aligning Countries resolutions and to stop running more blood as well.
Independence or death.

To resist is to win. Fight continues. Respectively yours,

4.10.76, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security."
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Message 90

Received Telecom-Darwin, 6/10/76.

" While the murderous Suharto (is telling) nasty lies, the armed forces of Jakarta tell
ing he still not acknowledging presence of Indonesian regular troops in East Timor as

(well as) other shameful tales, he is still sending more Indonesian regular troops to
EastTtmor to masscre the people, just only to satisfy his personal ambition and the old
Jakarta government corrupt and extremist elements.

As the fight goes on in East Timor, over one thousand Indonesian regular troops are
being landed in SUAI port. SUAI - on 1/10/76r Fretilin forces carried(out) several op
erations against the enemy having eliminated 135 Indonesian regular troops and wounded
a very high number.

Fretilin suffered three dead and eleven wounded.

Still

in SUA! -

14/9/76 to 30/9/76 - in several operations offensives and counter-offensives, the heroic
Falintil have killed 99 Indonesian regular troops, wounded a very high number and
captured lots of war materials.

BOBONARO - LOLOTOE areas from 15th to 23rd last month, the Falintil acting on the enemy
have killed 71 Indonesian regular troops, wounding a lot and captured several war mat
erials.

Important:

Very highly demoralised, the enemy warplanes are heavily bombarding these

areas.

OSSU on 4/10/76 - all the way OSSU to VENILALE Fretilin forces destroyed one enemy heavy
truck, killing all occupants.

The East Timorese people regret to kill the Indonesian regular soldiers (who) are unjust
ly dying in East Timor. Is this way, we ask the murderous Suharto and all his dog help
ers of the imperialists and immediately stop murdering the sons of the puppets brother
people of Indonesian and to withdraw immediately and unconditionally all the Indonesian
regular soldiers from East Timor - according to United Nations Security Council and NonAligned Countries resolution over East Timor. (Difficult sentence to untangle)
The people of East Timor are determined to fight in defence of freedom, sovereignty and
national integrity, till the last consequence.
Independence or death. To resist is to
win. Armed struggle continues. Highest regards, 6/10/76,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security."
Message 91

Received Telecom-Darwin, 11/10/76.

"Indonesian bombs still blow up criminal bullets still cutting down innocent lives n
East Timor. Heavy fighting is going on in many parts of the territory and Fretilin for
ces are giving strong resistance, punishing the enemy and controlling the national soil
over 80%.

Important - the enemy is increasing massacres over the population (and) has in the Indon
esian concentration camps near ERMERA, on 8th/9th at 9a.m. two pregnant women and four
males have been burnt alive.

More and more the East Timorese people are aware of their just struggle and despite all
those barbarities being carried out by the enemy they are feeling strongest to continue

fight to the final victory.

The future' is luminous which is the total and integral

liberation of the people of East Timor.

Independence or death.

To resist is to win.

Armed struggle continues.

11/10/76.

Highest regards, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security.
Message 92

Received Telecom-Darwin, 14/10/76.

"We do repeat that the people of East Timor are the sole master of East Timor.

The

people of East Timor have already decided their own future by living free and independ
ent.

The Jakarta government should recognise the reality and immediately hands off from

East Timor.

Indonesian criminal war (of)aggression to people of East Timor is growing very intense.
In BAUCAU the Indonesian colonial troops are intensifying massacres on the captured
population in revenge of their constant losses.

of October, Fretilin

In MANUTASSI - AINARO area on the 1st

forces have employed the biggest enemy military camp having killed

55 Indonesian forces and wounded a very high number.
-IA-
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On the 6th of October in MANATUTO area, Fretilin forces assaulted the enemy position on
OBRATO, having killed 2 Indonesian soldiers, wounding a lot and capturing lots of war
materials. On the 9th of October "on the way MANATUTO - LAKLUBAR, Fretilin forces am
bushed an enemy convoy having killed 16 Indonesian soldiers and wounded a very high
number.

Fretilin forces, the Falintil, control the national soil over &0% and will withdraw the

Indonesian vandal invader. Fighting till the last consequences. Independence or death
The victory is certain. Armed struggle continues. Respectfully yours,
Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and National Security. "
Message

93

Received

Telecom - Darwin, 17/10/76.

"Intense fighting goes on in East Timor and the murder(ous) Suharto colonial troops.(?)
Important. To control the territory (?) are intently bombarding everyday all the coun
try-side and revenging on the captured population by massacring, torturing and execut
ing.

In BAUCAU since the last four days up to now, there were barbarities being carried out
by the Indonesian colonial troops. The captured females are completely undress(ed) and
publicly submitted to the never seen and shoot dead afterwards; and the males, complete
ly naked, are receiving electric shocks and their sexual organs burnt out with alcohol
and candle-1ight.
In LOLOTOE on the 15th of this month, Fretilin forces killed four starved

soldiers and wounded three when they tried to steal potatoes from a farm.

Indonesian

In AINARO, on

the 28th of last month, Fretilin forces assaulted an enemy position burning out ten
tents - the enemy fled away leaving behind all the old materials that had been captured
by Freti1 in forces.

The Fretilin Central Committee, leadership, the people of East Timor are strongly united
and more than ever decided to fight the vandal enemy to inevitable final victory.

Fretilin forces - the glorious Falintil - control over 80 %of the National soil.
Independence or death. The victory is certain. Armed struggle continues. Respectfully
yours, Alarico Jorge Fernandes, Minister for Information and Security."

CHRONOLOGY

AUGUST 5

OF

RECENT

EVENTS
AS

REPORTED

IN

AUSTRALIAN MEDIA- AUGUST 5 - OCTOBER 18

Messages from Fretilin in East Timor report the shooting down of five heli
copters and the landing of 800 Indonesian troops from two warships at Suai

on July 29.

Indonesian forces had tried to infiltrate LELA and MAUKATA last week but

were repelled. Fretilin killed 162 soldiers and captured a large amount of war material.
(For text of Messages Nos 73 & 74 see T.I.S. No. 13)
(The Age, 6/8/76)

AUGUST 6

A cargo of 100 tonnes of rice, originally intended for East Timor was trucked

away from a Darwin wharf for sale on the Australian market.
Most of it will
be sold to the Northern Territory Producers Cooperative for stock feed.
The rice had
been given by the V7.A. Government for the East Timor Relief Appeal last December.
The
rice had been left on the wharf, according to an A.C.F.O.A. spokesman because the Aust
ralian Government had refused repeated requests for permission for it to be shipped out.
Another 7 tonnes of maize purchased by A.C.F.O.A., had rotted on the wharf and would be
dumped.

AUGUST 8

(The Canberra

Times, 9/8/76)

Indonesian Communist Party leaders in Peking say the people of East Timor and

Indonesia are allies in a common struggle against the Indonesian government.
According to Michael Richardson this statement, published by the New China Newsagency, is
certain to anger Jakarta and is another sign that Peking has decided to make the Fretilin
led resistance in East Timor a revolutionary cause.
(The Age, 9/8/76)

AUGUST 3

Australia is preparing details of its second major defense aid program to In
donesia.

Already deliverd are sabre jet-fighters, nomad transport aircraft,
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT:
http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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patrol boats, target aids and other materials. The continuing program will include more
ships and aircraft and other equipment, esp., in the field of communications and trans
port.
(See items on Australian Military Aid to Indonesia in T.I.S. Nos 9/10 & 13)
(Sydney Morning Herald 10/8/76; & The Canberra Times, 9/8/76)
AUGUST 11

Indonesian Information Minister Mashuri said Indonesia would protest if any

representative of Fretilin is allowed to take part in the Non-Aligned Confer
ence.

AUGUST 11

(The Age,

12/8/76)

Foreign Affairs Minsiter Peacock, said the Federal government would be pre
pared to ask the provisional authorities in East Timor to allow relatives of

Timorese refugees to come to Australia.

(Northern Territory News,

12/8/76 )

AUGUST 12

Democratic Republic of East Timor Foreign Minister, Jose Ramos Horta, Politi
cal Affairs Minister, Mari Alkatiri, and roving envoy Roques Rodriques were
refused permission to enter Sri Lanka to attend the Non-Aligned Nations Summit Confer ence.
AUGUST 15

(S.M.H. & The Age,
Indonesia's Information Minister, Mashuri,

13/8/76)

told the New Delhi Conference he

felt there were non-aligned countries who were "being misled by the mass
He alledged that the situ
media of the imperialist world" about events in East Timor.
ation in the territory had been misinterpreted by the Western Press, causing misunder
standing among Indonesia's friends.
(The Age, 16/8/76)

AUGUST 16

- Radio Message from East Timor. See text on page 8-

AUGUST 17

Foreign Affairs Minister Peacock said the Department of Foreign Affairs was
waiting on a reply from the Indonesian government to a request for permission
to interview particular Indonesian army officers who may be able to help them with en
quiries into the deaths of the five Australian newsmen.
(Canberra Times,
18/8/76)

- Radio message (no.76) from East Timor.

See text on page 9.

Interstate people joined with Canberra supporters of Fretilin for two days of demon
strations to mark Indonesia's Independence Day and the openning of the Australian
Parliament's Spring session. Monday: Before a large gathering of people in the plaza
of the Civic Centre, the Australian Performing Group graphically presented the Timor

story; then followed a long cavalcade of vehicles to the Indonesian embassy. Tuesday:
Outside Parliament House, speakers against Indonesian and Australian govt, actions on
East Timor included Tom Uren (A.L.P.) and Liberal government senator, Neville Bonner.
AUGUST 18

President Machel of Mozambique called on the Non-Aligned Summit to appeal to

Indonesia to withdraw its forces from East Timor.
Other declarations of sup
port for Fretilin came in speeches from Vietnam's Premier Pham Van Dong and Cambodian

President, Khien Samphan.

(The Age,

- Radio Message, (no. 77), from East Timor.
AUGUST 19

19/8/76)

See text on page 9.

Guinea-Bissau Prime Minister, Francisco Mendes,

attacked Indonesia for its

military occupation of East Timor.
"The people of East Timor must be left
to freely determine their future themselves." He asked the 5th non-aligned summit to
act so that Indonesia withdraw its troops from the territory.
(Northern Territory News,

19/8/76)

AUGUST 20 The non-aligned nations conference censured Indonesia for incorporating East
Timor without U.N. approval. The final declaration on world political aff
airs affirmed the right of the East Timorese to self-determination in accordance with

UN General Assembly and Security Council resolutions.
The head of the Indonesian dele
gation said his government was "categorically opposed" to the inclusion of the Timor
issue in the declaration.

- Radio Message (no. 78), from East Timor.

See text on page 9-

AUGUST 22

Radio message(no. 79) from East Timor*

See text on page 9.

AUGUST 2k

According to a message (no.80) received today from Alarico Fernandes, the In

donesian airforce dropped napalm bombs in a series of raids last Friday and
Saturday on the villages of BOBONARO, LOLOTOE and FATULULIK. Heavy fighting was report
ed to be continuing in the LAKUS HILLS area of the island. (For text of message see p.SC
-16- http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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Government sources said.in Canberra that Mr.Fraser was scheduled to visit Jakarta in mid-

October. Before-leaving, he would make a maior statement in parliament, outlining Aust
ralia s acceptance of Indonesia's invasion of Timor.

The sources said Mr.Fraser now be

lieved further criticism by Australia of Indonesia's handling of the Timor issue would be

futile and lead to further decline in relations.
(The Age, 25/8/76)
AUGUST 25 Jakarta daily, Kompas, quoted President Suharto as saying that Fretilin "still
possessed some strength in areas of the former colony and that Indonesia must

try to convince members of the movement to join the government side as soon as possible."
The president's remarks were the first public admission that Fretilin is still a force to

be reckoned with.

Previously Indonesian officials have said the left-wing movement was a

spent force, reduced to a few scattered remnants encircled in the hills by Indonesian
troops who were waiting for them to surrender from lack of food and water. Independent
sources have put the present strength of Fretilin at around 700 hard core fighting men.
(Northern Territory News and The Age, 26/8/76)

AUGUST 27 Radio Message (no.81) from. East Timor. For text see page 10.
AUGUST 30 General Morais de Silva, Portuguese special envoy, said in Jakarta that 148

Portuguese refugees left Timor for Lisbon today, bringing to 405 the number of
those who have already left with 795 yet to be flown name next month.
(Northern Territory News, 31/8/76)

AUGUST 31

Seventeen ALP parliamentarians appealed in a cable to the Portuguese Prime

Minister (Soares) to ' refuse to recognise the Indonesian incorporation of
East Timor.1
(Canberra Times, 1/9/76)
SEPTEMBER 1 D.R.E.T. Information Officer in Melbourne, Chris Santos, said he had tried
"at least two dozen times" to see Foreign Affairs Minister Peacock since

December 1975 but had no success.

(The Age, 2/9/76)

-Radio message (no. 82) from East Timor. For text see page//.

SEPTEMBER 5 About 1,000 Portuguese refugees from East Timor would be flown from Sura
baya to Lisbon in the next month, a spokesman for Garuda airlines said.
(Canberra Times, 6/9/76)

SEPTEMBER 7

The acting Minister for Foreign Affairs (Sinclair) confirmed that the In

donesian government had prevented International Red Cross from operating
in East Timor. (In April, Foreign Minister Peacock claimed that
Indonesia had given
an undertaking that ICRC could return to East Timor - ed.)
(The Age, 8/9/76)
- Radio message (no.83) from East Timor.

For text see page IL

SEPTEMBER 8 At a meeting of the UN Decolonisation Committee in New York, Jose Ramos
Horta claimed there were still 35-40,000 Indonesian troops in East Timor.
The Portuguese representative said Portugal still stood for self-determination in East

Timor and did not recognise Indonesia's integration of the territory. The Chinese govnment representative accused Indonesia of showing contempt for UN resolutions by not
withdrawing troops from East Timor and by declaring the territory part of Indonesia.
(The Age, 11/9/76)

SEPTEMBER 9 At the UN Decolonisation Committee meeting, the Indonesian government rep
resentative, A. Marpaung, claimed that peace had been restored in East

Timor and that "decolonisation was proceeding...."

SEPTEMBER 11
SEPTEMBER 15

(The Age, 11/9/76)

Radio message (no. 84) from East Timor. For text see page //.
ALP Oppositon Deputy Leader, Tom Uren, accused the Australian government
of secretly providing the Indonesian government with defence aid. (This

was a reference to 6 patrol boats to be given to Indonesia as part of a 'defence coop
eration' agreement -ed). Uren charged that such aid is 'actively encouraging unprovok
ed Indonesian aggression.'
(The Age, 16/9/76)
- Radio message (no. 85) from East Timor.

For text see page//.

SEPTEMBER 16

Four people were arrested in Darwin and charged with making an attempt
to " illegally export firearms, ammunition and medical drugs to a
foreign country ". There were 4 shotguns and 643 shotgun cartridges. Those arrest
ed were :

H.C,Morris, R.N.Wesley-Smith, M.N.Mavromatis and J.S.Zantis.
(The Sun, 18/9/76)
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SEPTEMBER 19

Brigadier General Soehodo, chief of the East Indonesia Command, said East
Timor was declared a restricted zone open only to visitors approved by
the Defence Ministry. He warned that foreign ships approaching East Timor would be

sunk 'if necessary".

(The Age, 20/9/76)

Radio message (no. 86) from East Timor.

For text see page IZ.

SEPTEMBER 20 Michael Richardson reports that in a top level conference on East Timor
held by the Indonesian government, President Suharto indicated that there

had been bad coordination between government departments over handling Timor matters.
Reportedly, Suharto 'warned that Fretilin and its supporters would exploit weaknesses
to advance their cause.'
(The Age, 20/9/76)

SEPTEMBER 22

Amnesty International said in New York that it would begin a nation-wide

campaign to free an estimated 100,000 political prisoners in Indonesia.
Amnesty International in London was concentrating its campaign on 11,000 prisoners on
the island of Buru. The Indonesian government was planning to transfer a further
10,000 tapols to the island by 1978.
(Canberra Times, 23/9/76)

SEPTEMBER 2k Radio message (no.87) from East Timor. For text see page 12.
SEPTEMBER 27

A two-way radio, communicating with East Timor and operated outside by an
Australian, Andrew Waterhouse and by Fretilin member, Estanislau Silva,

was seized by Commonwealth Police, ASIO agents and Telecom officials.

(See item on Radio Seizure, page /. )

(The Age, 2/10/76)

***************************************************************************************

OCTOBER 1

Radio message (no. 88) from East Timor. For text see page/3.

OCTOBER 3

Sydney: according to secretary fo Campaign for an Independent East Timor,

Denis Freney, Australian Ambassador to Indonesia, Mr.Woolcott, passed on to
Mr.Fraser, a virtual ultimatum from President Suharto, demanding the closure of the
radio link before Mr.Fraser's visit and before East Timor was discussed at the UN. This

information was said to come from "highly reliable sources in the Foreign Affairs De
partment in Canberra".
are nonsense".

OCTOBER k

A spokesman for the Foreign Affairs Department said the "claims
(Sydney Morning Herald, 4/10/76)

Deputy-leader of the ALP Opposition, Tom Uren, said that the seizure of the

Fretilin radio and the channelling of aid to East Timor via Indonesian Red
cross rather than insisting on International Red Cross involvement, was further evid
ence of 'subservience and connivance of the Australian government to and with the In
donesian government.'
(Canberra Times, 5/10/76)
45 East Timorese women who came to Australia as refugees
from the civil war in August 1975, asked Malcolm Fraser
to seek from President Suharto, the right for their hus

*W«l/SBANP'

bands to leave East Timor to live in Australia.

(The Age,

-X

5/10/76)

-Radio message (no.89) from East Timor. For text see p.13
OCTOBER 5

Acting Foreign Affairs Minister (Sinclair)
claimed that the seizure of the radio had not

been prompted by " requests or approaches by the Indones
ian government or its representatives".
(Canberra Times, 6/10/76)

1

VOti'f

Michael Richardson claims the Indonesian government called
on Australia to :.1. ban Fretilin activists from entering
Australia on propaganda tours; 2, instruct Telecom Aust.
to stop picking up messages from Fretilin and relaying them
to Fretilin supporters in Australia; 3, give assurances that effective steps would be

taken to prevent "further attempts" by Australians to "smuggle" aid to Fretilin by sea.
(The Age, 6/10/76;

OCTOBER 6

Australian Ambassador to Indonesia, Richard Woolcott, presented about
$A81,270 in aid to Indonesian Red Cross for "rehabilitationprograms" in

East Timor.

(CanberraTimes, 7/10/76)
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Alarico Fernandes, in a message from East Timor claimed over 1000 troops were being
landed at SUAI on the south coast near the border. (See message no. 90, page 14. )

OCTOBER 7

Unconfirmed reports from Jakarta indicate that Indonesian military forces

in East Timor have launched a major offensive. (This appears to confirm
the content of message no. 90 See page /4 ed.)
(Canberra Times, 8/10/76)
OCTOBER 8

At the openning of $A20 million joint venture project (P.T. James Hardie),
Malcolm Fraser said he encouraged Australian investment in Indonesia.

OCTOBER 11

(Canberra Times, 9/10/76)
Malcolm Fraser and Andrew Peacock, on arrival in Australia from Jakarta

both refused to restate the government's policy on East Timor.
(The Age,

12/10/76)

- Radio message no. 91 from East Timor. For text see page l-f.
Lieut.-General Sudharmono, President Suharto's personal spokesman, was reported to have
said that the Australian government had shown its acceptance of integration of East
Timor into Indonesia in a number of ways (including the radio seizure and Red Cross aid)
(Canberra Times, 12/10/76)
OCTOBER 12

Malcolm Fraser continued to refuse to restate

his policy on East Timor, saying in the parilament that 'a continual repetition of the policy could
lead to some harm...1
(Two days later on ABC TV's

NCW U/H&EWPf POT

(Canberra Times, 13/10/76)
"Face The Nation", Fraser

said that restating the policy on East Timor could put
"at risk" the policy of good relations with Indonesia-ed.)
The ALP Opposition in Federal parliament moved a motion of
no confidence in the Australian government over its foreign
policies.
The East Timor issue was tha main basis of the
Speakers were Gough Whitlam, Tom Uren for the
debate.
Opposition and Malcolm Fraser, Ian Sinclair for the Govern
ment.
(The Age, 13/10/76)

The Presbyterian Church of Victoria strongly backed the
right of the East Timorese to independence from Indonesia.
The annual Assembly voted unaminously to call on the World
Council of Churches to support diplomatic moves to allow
self-determination in East Timor.
(The Age, 13/10/76)

which we do"

OCTOBER 13

A
'secret' cable from Australian ambassador to Indonesia, R.Woolcott, to
Department of Foreign Affairs (dated 8.9.76) was published. It indicated
that the Australian Labour government's postion (1975) was that if Indonesia needed to
resort to military action, the government hoped that "it could be done as quickly as
possible".
(Canberra Times, 13/10/76 )
Victorian Methodist State Conference called on Australian government to call on In
donesia to withdraw Its troops from East Timor and asked P.M. Fraser to state

unequivocally the Australian government's policy on Timor.

(The Age, 14/10/76)

OCTOBER 14 'Action For World Development'called on the Federal government to restate its
Timor policy or state its new policy.

(The Age, 15/10/76)

It was announced in Jakarta that 27 Indonesian officials would leave for East Timor to

set up a full Indonesian administration.

- Radio message no.92 from East Timor.

OCTOBER 15

(Canberra Times, 15/10/76)

For text see page If.

The court case of four people arrested and charged with attempting to il

legally export fire-arms, ammunition, drugs and medicinal and pharmaceut
ical goods began in Darwin.
(Canberra Times, 18/10/76)
Michael Richardson claims that Indonesian sources close to the government regarded the
debates in Parliament in the past week as being hypercritical. The surces reportedly

say that both Whitlam and Fraser were fully briefed about the possible necessity for In
donesian armed intervention.

They said that is a secret message message to Suharto a

few days before Fretilin's declaration of independence (28.11.75), Mr. Fraser expressed
no reservations about the use of force, or threat of it by Indonesia.
(The Age,
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16/10/76)

OCTOBER 17

Chris Santos, Information Officer of D.R.E.T- in Australia accused PM
Fraser of "acting contrary to all concepts of International Law". This
was a reference to reports that Australia and Indonesia had held talks about seabed
rights between East Timor and Australia.
"In participating in such talks the Aus
tralian government has admitted Indonesian sovereignty over East Timor", Mr. Santos
said.
(Canberra Times, 18/10/76)

OCTOBER 18

in an interview, Ali Murtopo (deputy chief of Indonesia's intellligence
coordinating body, BAKIN, who has played an important role in Indonesia's

operations to takeover East Timor) said he "understood there were 10,000 Indonesian"

soldiers in East Timor.
OIL

IN

INDONESIA

(The Age, 19/10/76)

AND

EAST

TIMOR

—

AUSTRALIAN

INTERESTS

Sea-bed Boundary between Australia and East Timor

While Malcolm Fraser was in Jakarta, Australian and Indonesian officials began
negotiations for an agreed sea-bed boundary between Australia and East Timor.

According to "The Australian" (9.10.76), the aim of the talks was to clear the way
for Australian oil explorers in the area and such talks implied Australian govern
ment recognition of Indonesian sovereignity over East Timor.

Prior to the U.D.T, coup of August 11, 1975, Woodside-Burmah (in which B.H.P. now

has a 43.75% interest) held drilling rights off the south coast of East Timor and a
51^ interest in a Portuguese oil company in Timor. Timor Oil (Melbourne) also had
leases in East Timor.

East Timor is regarded as "very promising" for oil companies.

(2)

Denis Freney has reported that oil companies played a part in stimulating the U.D.T.

coup (with promises of arms) in the hope of securing their interests in East Timor
(3,4). In "The Australian Financial Review" (27.12.75), Hamish MacDonald reported
that Australian oil companies had "gone quiet" on their oil prospects in East Timor

(Indonesia did not want anything to show that an independent East Timor would be
economically viable) in return for guarantees of future profits. (2)
Ampol to buy Indonesian Oil

Also in Jakarta, it was reported that Australian oil companies, led by Ampol
Petroleum Ltd., were negotiating for big crude oil imports from Indonesia,

Indonesian officials were reported to have said that the Ampol negotiations were

for about 40,000 barrels per day ($116 million per year on current prices), (l)
The Ampol refinery at Lytton (Queensland) was designed to process a particular
Indonesian crude oil ("Minas"). Australian imports of Indonesian oil and petroleum
products declined from approximately $56 million in 1968-69 to a little over $%
million in 1974-75 (5) - presumably because of increases in Australian local oil
production.

Like the Australian Indonesian Business Co-operation Committee (see page 3 of this
T.I.S.), Australian oil companies have an interest in what happens in East Timor
and their profits rely on "good relations" between Indonesia and Australia - at
the expense of the East Timorese.
Sources:

1. "The Australian" 9.10.76

2. "Retrieval"

No.29 Feb/March 1976

3. "Timor - Freedom Caught Between the Powers" D. Freney Spokesman
Books 1975

4. C.I.E.T. (Sydney) Press Release 28.1.76
5. "Prospects for Trade between Indonesia and Australia".
Senate Standing Committee on Industry and Trade 1975.
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