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LIFE IN INDONESIAN-CONTROLLED AREAS OF EAST
TIMOR -

INDEPENDENT REPORTS

"Reliable sources hove told me that the living conditions of the East Timorese populat
ion in areas under Indonesian control are gradually deteriorating - especially in the
basics such as food, clothing and medicines. In some of the Fretilin-controlled areas,
the food situation might be a little better but clothing and medicines are most likely
even worse. Indonesian Red Cross aid is often not accepted by East Timorese because
that would be a sign of collaboration with the Indonesians."

"Except for the border area around Balibo and Bobonaro, the countryside is accessible
only to the military. People are getting weaker because of poor living conditions in
the Indonesian-controlled areas. Fear and anti-Indonesian feelings are increasing. I
have heard of East Timorese leaving the mountains to live in Indonesian-controlled

$

areas but after a short time, they return to the mountains. "
The above description of the current situation in East Timor came as a letter to Australia

from a highly placed Indonesian official.
It was written in July, 1977.
It is one of
a number of reports that have come to us recently.
We present here some important pieces
of information on the present situation in Indonesian-controlled areas of East Timor.
Our sources are well informed and highly reliable. For obvious reasons, we are not able
to reveal their names.

THE MILITARY SITUATION
As has been reported in the past,
Indonesian troops are reluctant to patrol off the few
major roads in East Timor.
They are afraid of, among other things,
simple weapons
such as foot spikes and tree-sprung animal traps.
A consequence of this is that Indon
esian troops are largely confined to a number of towns (former Portuguese administrative
centres) in the territory.
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

A relative of an army man in Java said there was recently opposition from Indonesian *
troops in central Java to being sent to East Timor.

The description of East Timor by Australian officials who visited there earlier this year

as being y3 Indonesian-controlled,

V3 Fretilin-controlled and V3 'no-man's land1, is

not regarded as very accurate.
The idea of a 'no-man's land1 is not consistent with the
knowledge of people who are living in or who have recently visited Dili.
There are as
many as 2,000 graves of Indonesian soldiers in Dili in three cemetaries.
One person
told of how Dili residents knew the visit of a foreign delegation was pending because

prior to such a visit the grave markers were removed.

When the visitors left,

markers were replaced - but usually on the wrong graves.

Later,

the

the grave markers

were replaced with markers carrying Timorese names and the Indonesian authorities saying
these people were killed by Fretilin.
This was regarded as a joke in Dili among Timorese
On March 19, 1977,

60 armoured cars were unloaded at Dili.

of ammunition was shipped here.

In June,

a 'large amount'

(These bits of information are consistent with claims

of an Indonesian offensive in East Timor - an offensive that was beinq discussed in

Jakarta during June and now at the time of writing,

is believed to be in progress-ed)

PRISONS

The Indonesian military is holding large numbers of prisoners.

300 in Dili.

The prisoners are badly treated;

Ignacio da Moura,
invasion.

There may be as many as

torture is used in the prisons.

Portuguese poet/journalist was imprisoned during the first days of the

He was released fairly recently but is confined to Dili.

He was very badly

treated and is said to be 'in poor condition1.

LIFE IN INDONESIAN-HELD TERRITORY
Church sources in Dili have recently said that as many as 100,000 East Timorese have
died since December 1975 through killing or through disease and starvation.

In the north-western part of the territory there are some thousands of refugees around
a few towns.
People there are receiving 100 gram of rice per day per person.
In
Maliana, they are receiving only 30g per day.
Ainaro is described as being like a prison.
Every morning the population is forced to
line up in the town.
After 'exercising', they are then directed to work in the
fields etcIt was reported that conduct of life in Dili was similar.

Wherever possible,

people in Dili listen to Radio Maubere (Fretilin).

One person

(J

reported that school kids in Dili laughed at the Indonesian teachers who have been sent
there from outside.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN EAST TIMOR
One person wrote "The Indonesian army is only now realizing the role the Church has
played in this Portuguese colony.
The attitude of church people will obviously be one
of the keys to acceptance of the invaders by the people of Timor.
Not all Church
leaders were opposed to the Indonesian invasion from any moral arguments of rights to
self-determination.

sufferings of the war.

But now most of the priests and sisters are horrified by the

As a result of the continued brutality and hardship of war,

they are all strongly opposed to the continued military presence."
This description arises out of some specific examples.

"One Timorese priest had the opportunity to attend an Indonesian meeting of Church
development workers where he could learn how the Indonesian church operates in social
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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development.
♦co-operate

He refused to attend giving the reason that he could not,

as a Timorese,

with anything Indonesian".

In January this year, Indonesian military officials went to a senior Dili priest with
a written statement which said that 'the war was bad and there were hardships etc. but
nonetheless we feel the only solution for the Timorese people is to accept the Indon
esian presence.'

The statement was written in Indonesian,

English and Latin.

The

priest was asked to sign the statement and to get other priests in East Timor to sign.
The priest refused the request.

"The Indonesian government has offered to pay the Church in East Timor a subsidy
equivalent to that formerly given by the Portuguese government to the Church of East

Timor.
But, the Church has refused to accept this, knowing that acceptance would
imply recognition by the Timorese Catholics of the Indonesian claim to the territory.
"No Church official is prepared to claim this recognition for the Church in East Timor.

It is understood that Bishop Ribeiro has even this year had the opportunity to request
this subsidy in interviews with the highest authorities in Jakarta but has not done so."
International Church Policy

"Internationally,

the Catholic Church's policy is a cautious one.

The Bishop of Dili

is no longer responsible to the Catholic Diocese of Lisbon as formerly, nor is he in
anyway connected with the Indonesian Bishops or with the Roman body to which they report,
He comes directly under the Secretary of State in Rome.
Rome will not make any change
in this arrangement until there is a widely accepted decision (e.g. by the United
Nations)

as to the political status of East Timor."

XAVIER DO AMARAL ARRESTED
Xavier do Amaral, formerly President of Fretilin and the Democratic Republic of East
Timor, has been expelled from all his positions and has been arrested on a charge of
high treason. This was announced by Nicolau Lobato, Prime Minister of the Democratic
Republic of East Timor, over Radio Maubere on September 14, 1977.

do Amaral is accused of a number of actions including: - ordering the assassination
of Nicolau Lobato, the Minister for Information and National Security, Alarico
Fernandes, (there was an attempt on Fernandes' life on August 7), the Minister for
Justice, Mau-Lear and a number of Central Committee members and military commanders;
organising the murder of senior commander Leonardo Alves; preparing with the Indones
ian army, a counter-revolutionary coup for August, 1977. Lobato said evidence was
still being collected and do Amaral would be tried by a competent tribunal.
In his extensive communique, Lobato said that the activities of do Amaral and those
working with him had "caused enormous, immeasurable damage to the East Timorese
people".

A more detailed report of this significant event in East Timor will be provided in
the next issue of T.I.S.

AUSTRALIA - INDONESIA BUSINESS COOPERATION COMMITTEE

who's on the a.i.b.c.c?
On at least two occasions, the Australia - Indonesia Business Cooperation Committee
(AIBCC) has made statements in support of the Indonesian government's action in East
Timor - November 1975 (see T.I.S. No. 6} and October 1976 (see T.I.S. No. 14/15).
On the second occasion, the President of the AIBCC, Bryan Kelman, addressed the annual

meeting of the AIBCC in Canberra, saying: " East Timor is no longer an issue. We should

give tacit recognition of Indonesian control over the former Portuguese colony. "
Kelman revealed that the AIBCC had made 'strong representations' to the Australian gov

ernment that integration of East Timor was "in the best interests of both Indonesia
and regional security." (Indonesian Newsletter, no. 43/76, November 21, 1976; Indones
ian Embassy, Canberra.)
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These statements received considerable coverage in the Australian press. Obviously

sensitive to the publicity (the report first surfaced through'delighted Indonesian off
icials handing out copies of the statement to journalists in Jakarta), the AIBCC
refused, on the grounds of 'commercial and corporate confidentiality', to supply the
membership list of the Committee to the government for incorporation into Hansard (see
question no. 1617 in Hansard, House of Representatives, December 8, 1976, p. 3650).
In fact, 153 companies and individuals involved with the AIBCC are listed on the AIBCC's
membership brochure (1976). For the information of T.I.S. readers, we publish this
membership list.
(A brief description of the functions of the AIBCC is given in
T.I.S. 14/15, October 1976.)
Kajura Mining Corp Pty Ltd

A.N.Z. Banking Group

Australian Wire Industrie* Pty. Ltd.
Ansaif

1

James Kemp & Co. Pty. Ltd.
The Kiwi Polish Company Pty. Ltd.
Kraft Foods Limited
Mr F. B. Kastenek

Allen Aden & Hemsley

A.R.C. industries Ltd..

Asia Dairy Industries (H.K.) Ltd.
Australian Consolidated Industries Ltd.
Australian Dairy Corporation

Australian Finance* Investment Co. Ltd.
Australian-Indonesian Trading Co. Pty. Ltd.

Kilpatrick Green Pry. Ltd.

Leighton Contractors Pty. Ltd.
The Lincoln Electric Company (Australia! Proprietary
J. C

Australian Wheat Board
Advance industries Ltd.

American International Underwriters (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.
Allied Manufacturing & Trading Ind. Limited
Armco (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
Bradmill Industries Ltd.

Bank of New South Wales

Limited
Ludowici & Son Ltd.

John Manners & Co. LAust.) Pty. Ltd.

MacDonald Wagner & Priddle Pty. Ltd.
MacQuarrie Industries Pty Ltd.
Markwell Ross Fisheries Pty Ltd.
Mono Pumps (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.
Matthew Hall Pty. Ltd.

Massey Ferguson (Aust.) Ltd.

Seasiey & Pike Pty. Ltd.
TheB.H.P. Co. Ltd.

National Bank of Australasia Limited

Brown & Dureau Limited

Nicholas Pty. Ltd.

Barry & Dwyer Pty. Ltd.

Nylex Corporation Limited

Brambles Industries Ltd.

C. J. T. Njven Pty. Ltd.

Blue Metal Industries Limited

Borg Warner (Australia) Limited
The Broken Hill Associated Smelters Pty. Ltd.

Oakley 8t Parkes & Partners

Olympic General Products Pty. Ltd.
Orient Shipping Services Pty. Limited

C.l.G. Limited

Croisdale International Pty. Ltd.
Coolrooms Pty. Ltd.
Comafco Limited

Clark Eauipmant Australia Ltd.

Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation Aust. Pty. Ltd.
R. Collie & Co. Pty. Ltd.
C.S.R. Limited

Concrete Industries (Monier) Ltd.
Conzinc Hiotinto of Aust. Ltd.
Carba Australia Limited

Clyde Industries Ltd.
The Commercial Bank of Australia Ltd.
Commonwealth Steel Company Ltd.

Pearce & Webster

Power Automotive Equipment Pty. Limited
Price Waterhouse & Co.
Peat Mar wick Mitchell & Co.

Pioneer Industries Pty. Ltd.
Pleimar Limited

Peddle, Thorp and Walker
Partnership Pacific Limited
Qantas Airways Limited
Queensland Insurance Co. Ltd.
Rider Hunt & Partners
Roc la Industries Limited

Rheem Australia Limited

DelfinD.F.C. Limited

Ricegrowers' Co-operative Mills Limited

Oimet Corrosion Pty. Ltd.

The John Rawlinson Co Partnership Group

Davis Fuller Adhesive* Ltd.
Oaigety Australia Limited

W. D. Scott & Co. Pty. Ltd.
The Standard & Chartered Banking Group Limited

Stephen Jeques & Stephen

Ewbank Belford Pty. Ltd.
Endeavour Oil Co. N.L.

Searle Australia Pty. Ltd.

Eiectrolytic Zinc Co. of Australia Limited

Seismic Supply (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.

The East Asiatic Co. Australia Pty- Ltd.

Sheen Laboratories Pty. Ltd.
Siddons Industries Limited

James Frith & Associates

The Flatcher Organisation Pty. Ltd.
Fortune (Aust.l Pty. Ltd.

Foster Wheeler Australia Pty. Ltd.
Foxboro Pty- Ltd.
Fur,iess Limited

Sidney Cooke Chemicals Pty. Ltd.
Sinclair & Knight
Sims Consolidated Ltd.

Spartan Paints Pty. Ltd.
Strata Marine Pty. Ltd.
R. P. Scherer Pty. Ltd.
Scott-Osmond Pty. Ltd.

Steer Engineering Pty. Ltd
B. F. Goodrich Chemical Ltd.

General Motors Holden's Pty- Ltd.

Gutteridge Haskins & Oavey Pty. Ltd.
Gollin & Co. Limited

General Superintendence Co. (Aust.l Pty. Ltd.
A. Goninan & Co. Ltd.

Scrivener-Klestadt & Co. Pty. Ltd.

Spirax Sarco Engineering Pty. Ltd.
Touche Ross & Co.
Tubemakersof Australia Ltd.

Travelodge Australia Limited
Triefus Industries (Australia)

T.N.T. Management Pty. Ltd.
Taylor Woodrow Aust. Pty. Ltd.

James Hardie Asbestos Ltd.

The Hong Kong Bank Group
Hawker de Havilland Aust. Pty. Ltd.

Tomasetti Export

Hooker International Ltd.

Vickers Hadwa Pty. Ltd.

John Holland (Constructions! Ptv. Ltd.
Hardie Ferodo Pty. Ltd.

Vinidex Tubemakers Pty- Ltd.
Vallentine, Laurie & Davies

Hardboardf Australia Ltd.

Vickers Australia Limited

Keith Harris & Co

Vickers Hoskins Pty. Ltd.

Ltd.

Vickers Ruwolt Pty. Ltd.
Vickers Cockatoo Dockyard Pty. Ltd.

ICI Australia Limited

Image Australia Pty. Ltd.
Impact International Pty. Ltd.

Eric White Associates (Holdings) Pty. Ltd.

International Computers Pacific Limited
Industrial Engineering Ltd.
IntVeld International Pty. Ltd.

Western Mining Corp. Limited

Johns & Waygood Perry Engineering

Wormald International (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.

Welding Industries of Australia Pty. Ltd.
Wolferstan, Trower 8t Partners
G. H. &

J. A. Watson

Mr. W. Johnson

Walkers Limited

Johns & Waygood Limited

Wood Hall Limited
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"THE DOLLAR DIPLOMACY OF AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN POLICY"
In the latter half of 1975, Australian banks contributed to two international loans to

the Indonesian government totalling $850 million. These loans, organised by the
Morgan Guaranty Co. (US), were to help shore up Pertamina, the state-owned oil company
which had plunged into a multi-billion dollar debt. (See Retrieval No. 32, Aug/Sept.1976,
item 1337.)

The Australian banks involved were the Bank of N.S.W., A.N.Z., Commercial

Bank, Commonwealth Bank and the National Bank.
?.<

A recent study has shown that directors of these banks are also directors of companies
that have investments in Indonesia (and which, by the way, are members of the AIBCC).

The study was performed by the Trades Hall Research Centre for the Newcastle Campaign
for an Independent East Timor. It infers that the loans were made, not simply to make
profits (through interest) but also to ensure the 'stability' of the Indonesian econ

omy - essential for the well-being of Australian and other investments in that country.
We reproduce below some excerpts from a table showing the directorship links between
the abovementioned banks and Australian companies with investments in Indonesia.
NAME

BANK

Sir Rupert Clarke

COMPANY

National Bank

Conzinc Rio Tinto (Aust.),
National Bank

Sir Vincent Fairfax

Bank of NSW

Bank of NSW ,

T.J.N. Foley

Bank of NSW

Colonial Sugar Refinery (CSR),
Bank of NSW

J.W.

Bank of NSW

Foots

Thiess Holdings Ltd.,
Bank of NSW

Sir James Forest

National Bank

Australian Consolidated Indust

ries

(ACI),

National Bank
A.

Grimwade

National Bank

Commonwealth Industrial Gases

(CIG), ACI,
National Bank

K.O.

Humphreys

CBA Bank

CIG

R.R.

Law-Smith

National Bank

BHP, CIG, National Bank,

Sir Peter Lloyd

Commonwealth Bank

Concrete Industries...Monier

S.C.G.

CBA Bank

ACI

Sir Ian McLennan

ANZ Bank

Tubemakers, BHP, ANZ Bank

J.B.Reid

National Bank

James Hardie Asbestos,
BHP, National Bank

Macindoe

A.I.B.C.C. CONFERENCE - CANBERRA - 1977
There will be a joint meeting of the AIBCC and its Indonesian coun

terpart, the Indonesia - Australia Business Cooperation Committee

in Canberra on November 13-15, 1977, It is expected that some senior
Indonesian government

officials will be present.

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING EAST TIMOR - April - June 1977.
This chronology is derived mainly from Australian newspaper and radio news reports.
will be brought up to date in the next issue of T.I.S. Information from FRETILIN in
East Timor constitutes a major section beginning on page 10.

APril 1 ~ The Indonesian Foreign Minister, Mr Malik, said that about 55,000 people
may have been killed in the recent civil war in East Timor. "The total

may be 55,000, but what does this mean if compared with 600,000 people who want to
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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join Indonesia ? Then what is the big fuss ? It is possible that they may have been
killed by Australians and not us. Who knows ? It was a war."
(Canberra Times, 1.4.77)

Australian ambassador Richard Woolcott met Adam Malik to discuss the effect that the

issue of East Timor has on relations between the two countries. Woolcott reportedly
urged Indonesian leaders to 'tone down' their statements criticising Australian oppos
ition to Indonesia's actions in East Timor.

(Age & Sun, 2.4.77)

APril 5 " Ken FrY (Labor, A.C.T.) claimed that the Foreign Affairs department had

information that Indonesian forces are killing 70 to 80 East Timorese a day.
The information, from intelligence sources, had not been made public by the government,
he said. Fry said the intelligence estimate, which represents more than 25,000 deaths
a year, makes nonsense of U.S.State Department figures of ten thousand casualties a

year in East Timor.

(Herald, 5.4.77)

David Hamer, a member of the federal Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee, said Aust
ralia could most effectively help the Timorese people by pressuring Indonesia to allow

an independent inspection of East Timor. He warned that 'needlessly annoying1 Indonesia
would do far less good than taking a cooperative approach.

(Age, 6.4.77)

April 6 - John Dowd, president of the Australian section of the International Commiss

ion of Jurists, left for Portugal to question East Timorese refugees about
allegations ofIndonesian atrocities. According to Dowd, the ICJ had repeatedly asked
Indonesia for permission to make an on-the-spot investigation, but all such requests
had been rejected.

(Australian, 7.4.77)

April 12 - A meeting of non-aligned nations passed a resolution supporting the right
of the East Timorese to self-determination. Indonesia, Syria, Irak and
Bangladesh entered 'reservations' on the resolution.

(Herald, 13.4.77)

April 13 - US Republican Congressman William Goodling was reported to have claimed
that 'Indonesia should have invaded East Timor three months earlier.'

"Such a move," he said, "would have prevented much bloodshed." Goodling also said
that the use of American arms in the takeover of the territory should not be made an

issue, as the military in East Timor had 'frankly admitted' that they had used Amer
ican supplies and equipment.
(Age, 14.4.77)

April 14 - According to a report in the Catholic newspaper the Advocate, the Catholic
Commission for Justice and Peace has written to all members of parliament
asking them to support the establishment of a parliamentary inquiry into all aspects
of the East Timor situation.
(Advocate, 14.4.77).
Deputy Opposition leader Tom Uren urged delegates to the Inter-Parliamentary Union
conference to bring concerted international pressure to bear on Indonesia to end its
aggression in East Timor. A Dutch parliamentarian, K. de Vries, told Uren there was
growing concern in the Netherlands over Indonesia's actions, to the extent that the
parliament had considered cancelling orders Indonesia had placed for patrol boats.
However, the orders were allowed to stand because of the long time lag before the
boats would be ready.
(Age, 15.4.77)
At the end of his Indonesian visit, US Congressman Lester Wolff, told reporters he
would not favour any reduction of military or civil aid to Jakarta over the Timor or
civil rights issues. Wolff indicated he was satisfied with the Indonesian explanation
that atrocities had been committed by all sides in the war including 'pro-Indonesian

troops.' He had also been told there were no regular Indonesian troops in the Balibo
area at the time five Australian newsmen were killed.

(Age, 15.4.77)

April 15 - Joao Goncalves, chairman of the Timorese Committee for Permanent Residency,
claimed the government was ignoring concerns expressed by Timorese refugees
about its handling of the refugee issue. Gonclaves said the Immigration Minister,
Michael MacKellar, had not replied to letters written months before, in which the refu
gees set out their concerns. These included lengthy delays in processing applications
from refugees whose families are already in Australia, and the supply of information to
Indonesian authorities about East Timorese whose families have nominated them to come

to Australia.

(Herald, 15.4.77)
-6-
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East Timor's Vice-Governor Francisco Lopez da Cruz told AAP-Reuters reporters that
over 500 FRETILIN supporters had surrendered since the beginning,of the month. He
claimed they were surrendering because of shortages of food, medicines and ammunition.
(See Peter Monckton's report from Jakarta, June 16 in this chronology - ed.)
(Sun,

16.4.77)

April 16 - Brigadier-General Dading, commander of military operations in East Timor,
refused a request from the visiting US congressional delegation for a
statement on the military situation there.
(Age, 19.4.77)
April 17 - Helen Meyner, a member of a US congressional delegation on a two-day visit
to East Timor, claimed that " union with Indonesia makes good sense and the
people want it." She also said that "it would be disasterous for East Timor if it were
to stand on its own. The territory needs foreign aid in addition to substantial central

government allocations to reconstruct and develop its economy."

(Age, 18.4.77)

April 18 - Indonesian officials rejected a suggestion by Helen Meyner for peace talks
with FRETILIN, "because its acceptance tends to imply a political backing
to FRETILIN remnants." The officials said the question of FRETILIN remnants was an
internal problem of security which no longer posed any military threat.
(Age, 19.4.77)
April 20 - The Federal government will not allow people in East Timor with TB or
malaria to migrate to Australia, despite requests from relatives here that

normal health requirements be waived. The Immigration Minister gave no reply to other
concerns expressed by a delegation he met who represented Timorese refugees in Austra
lia.

(Herald,

21.4.77)

According to the Dutch Foreign Minister, L. Brinkhorst, the Netherlands had had talks
with Indonesia about its occupation of East Timor, but the issue had "not damaged
good relations between the two countries."

(Sun, 21.4.77)

April 21 - Adam Malik claimed that former Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam, was told in
advance that Indonesia planned to invade East Timor. Whitlam told Indones

ian officials to "get it over as quickly as possible," according to Malik. He was
dismissing suggestions that, in September 1975, the then shadow Foreign Minister,
Andrew Peacock, had encouraged the Indonesian takeover of the country provided it was
done swiftly and efficiently.
(Herald, 21.4.77, Aust. 22.4.77)

An intelligence report to the Australian government judged it would take Indonesian
forces a long time to consolidate their position in East Timor. The report assessed
FRETILIN strength to be greater than was previously thought.

Another intelligence report described actions Indonesia took to present visiting US
congress teams with a favourable picture of Indonesian-administered East Timor. The
moves included vetting people who were to be interviewed by the Americans, and remov

ing obvious signs of the Indonesian military presence.

(Age, 21.4.77)

April 26 - Maurice Neil (Liberal,St. George) gave notice of a parliamentary motion
calling on Opposition leader Whitlam to resign because he had misled the
Parliament over his prior knowledge of Indonesia's plans to invade East Timor. The
motion was based on Malik's statement that Whitlam had been told of the invasion and

was given a document detailing the plan in August 1975.
Whitlam replied that Malik's claims had been publicised six months earlier, at which
time he had made a detailed public denial.
(Age, 27.4.77)

Herald/Sun correspondent Bruce Wilson reported that US Under-Secretary of State for
Asia and the Pacific, Richard Holbrooke, had long secret talks with President Suharto
in Jakarta. Holbrooke apparently decided, according to Willson, that America's inter

est in a stable Indonesia was more important than the'human rights' violations in
East Timor.

(Herald, 27.4.77)

April 27 - Two senior officials from the Australian embassy in Jakarta left for a
'fact-finding' visit to East Timor. They were Gavan Hogue, who speaks
-7-
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Portuguese, and Peter Rogers, who speaks Bahasa Indonesia. Purposes of the 4-day
visit were allegedly to 1. check on the use of $330,000 in Australian aid provided to
the Indonesian Red Cross; 2. begin preparations for a visit by Australian Immigration
staff; 3. assess the situation in East Timor; 4. inquire into the deaths of five

Australian journalists (and the fate of Roger East); 5. discuss Australian property
and investments in the territory. Their itinerary included provincial towns as well as

the capital.

(Age, 27.4.77, Herald, 28.4.77, Age, 29.4.77)

April 28 - Ken Fry claimed the Foreign Affairs department had received intelligence
reports that two Australian-built Nomad aircraft were being used by the
Indonesians in East Timor. He said the Nomads were used to spot FRETILIN forces and
their supporters for subsequent air and ground attack.
A Foreign Affairs spokesperson said the Nomads,which were among six given to Indonesia
12 months earlier, had been sent to East Timor earlier in April as back-up aircraft for
the US congressional visit, and were later returned to their normal base.
{Herald, 28.4.77, Age,

29.4.77)

May 2 - Two secret documents relating to Andrew Peacock's visit to Bali in September
1975 were published. The first, a cable from ambassador Woolcott on 24.9.75
to Whitlam, indicated that Peacock arranged in advance to meet two Indonesian officials
Harry Tjam and Lim Bian Kee, during his Bali stopover.
The second was allegedly an Indonesian intelligence document which records the talks
Peacock had with the Indonesians. In the record of interview. Peacock is alleged to
have: 1. said that the Liberals would not protest if Indonesia was forced to act in
East Timor; and 2. outlined a scenario for the sacking of the Labor government.
(The first allegation was also made a month earlier by Labor M.P.Ken Fry.)
(National Times,Australian, Sun & Herald, 2.5.77)

Jim Dunn said an East Timorese refugee in Portugal has told him that he saw the bodies
of five Australian newsmen propped up behind machine guns at Balibo. The refugee said
the bodies had been photographed in this position, then carried to a house and burned.
The refugee also claimed an Indonesian marine officer. Lieutenant Markus, had admitted
killing the last of the journalists on that day.
(Herald, 2.5.77)

May 3 - An Opposition censure motion calling for Andrew Peacock's resignation because
of his deception over East Timor was defeated. Peacock denied the allegations,
contained in the May 2 reports above.
(Age & Sun, 4.5.77)
May 5 - Susan Peacock confirmed that her husband had 'two or three' meetings with Indo
nesian officials whilst in Bali in September 1975, but denied that they were

pre-arranged.

"It is true myhusband knew before the event that Indonesia was moving

into East Timor - but his information came from private sources, not the Indonesians,"
she said.

(Herald, 5.5.77)

It was reported that a cable to Foreign Affairs dated October 1975 from Richard Wool
cott

said Indonesia intended to increase its involvment in East Timor. For this reason

Australia had to accept the'strong liklihood' that a genuine act of free choice would
not take place, but at the same time it should publicly urge Indonesia and Portugal to
'go through the motions' of such an act of self-determination.;
(Age,5.5.77)
May 6 - The N.S.W. branch of the Australian Journalists' Association called on its
federal officials to register disgust at the 'whitewash' by Andrew Peacock and

the Foreign Affairs department, over the deaths of six newsmen in East Timor. Branch
secretary, Jim North, said the branch believed the government should stop military aid
to Indonesia; he said it seemed illogical to subsidise forces which, on evidence, were

guilty of murdering Australian citizens.

(ABC News, 7.5.77)

May 7 - A radio transceiver (the third in the history of the East Timor campaign in
Australia) was set up outside Darwin to allow two-way contact with East Timor.
During the 90 minute broadcast, taped greetings from Australian MPs were played, and a
number of journalists put questions to Alarico Fernandes (D.R.E.T. Minister for Inform
ation and National Security). It was the first contact between the press and FRETILIN

representatives in East Timor since the Indonesian invasion. (Age & Herald, 9.5.77)
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT:
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May 9 - A Posts and Telecommunications Department official said the department would
in future attempt to trace the location of the radio transceiver, and would

then "seize the equipment and prosecute the offenders." Prosecution depends on either

finding the equipment or catching participants during the transmission. (Sun, 10.5.77)
May 11 - The World Assembly of Peace, meeting in Warsaw, supported a call for 'moral,

diplomatic and material support' to the people of East Timor. Delegates desig
nated the first days of December as days of solidarity with East Timor.
(Tribune, 25.5.77)

May 19 - It was announced that an Immigration team was expected to fly to East Timor
'soon' to interview about 2000 East Timorese whose relatives have nominated

them for settlement in Australia.

(Age, 19.5.77)

May 22 - Liberal John Dowd returned from a trip to Portugal, where he interviewed
East Timorese refugees. He said he gathered information which corroborates
Jim Dunn's claims of Indonesian atrocities during the invasion. He also had statements
which contained new information on the journalists' deaths.
Dowd called for an independent international open inquiry to ascertain the facts.
(Age & Sun, 23.5.77)

May 25 - Darwin CIET claimed that Australian security police and Telecom officials

jammed broadcasts from East Timor to Darwin on May 14th and again on the 18th.
At the time Alarico Fernandes was replying to questions put by Australian journalists
in earlier two-way broadcasts.

(Tribune, 25.5.77)

May 26 - Two motions calling for an inquiry on East Timor were defeated in the Senate.

Liberal senators Bonner and Missen voted for an Opposition motion to set up a
Senate Select Committee to investigate aspects of the East Timor situation. Missen also
moved an amendment to the Labor motion , proposing that the matter be referred to the
Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence.
(Age, 27.5.77)
The motion and the amendment were defeated 32 to 26.

June 2 - The Australian government lodged an appeal against the decision of a senior
Northern Territory judge concerning the group that attempted to take medical
supplies to East Timor in September 1976. Mr. Justice Foster had upheld an appeal by
the men, convicted of illegally exporting medical supplies, on the grounds that the
original charges were incorrectly framed.
(Canberra Times, 3.6.77)
June 10 - Adam Malik told the Indonesian newspaper 'Sinar Harapan' that he had told the
Papua New Guinea government to take action against 'anti-Indonesian elements'
in P.N.G. (local people and refugees from West PNG) Malik confirmed that there was ah
agreement between PNG and Indonesia that refugees crossing the border into PNG would
be returned to Irian Jaya.
(Canberra Times, 11.6.77)
June 16 - Parts of a report prepared by two Australian embassy officials who visited
East Timor in April were released. According to the report, East Timor's
integration with Indonesia appears to be an 'irreversible fact*, notwithstanding the
fact that FRETILIN 'harrassment' in the countryside ' could be expected to continue for
some years.'
The officials concluded that, in terms of control. East Timor could be
divided into three parts: the towns completely controlled by the 'provincial author
ities', areas in the hills controlled by FRETILIN, and areas which neither force con
trolled. The officials admitted that their visit was tightly organised and that they
did not meet any FRETILIN representatives.
(Age, 16.6.77)

June 20 - It was reported that the Attorney-General of South Australia had sent a
message of support to FRETILIN over the two-way radio transceiver in Darwin.
"I hope your struggle is finally successful," he said in the message.
(Canberra Times, 20.6.77)

June 29 - Jose Ramos-Horta, in a statement to a new sitting of the Senate International
Relations sub-committee in Washington,said Indonesia waspreparing for a major

offensive in the territory. Horta called for an implementation of U.N. resolutions on
East Timor, and called on the U.S. to seek from Indonesia the admission to East Timor
of a U.N. fact-finding mission, as well as the International Red Cross and other aid
organisations.
(Canberra Times, 30.6.77)
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Message over Darwin

p

FROM EAST TIMOR : FEBRUARY - JUNE, 1977

Specific reports of brutal treatment of people in Indonesian controlled areas came from: Suai, Tilomar, Ainaro, Aileu, Frmera, Dili, Ossu, Viqueque and Laga,

Los Palos and outskirts - frequently bombarded especially in March. Darolete - repeatedly ambushed Indonesian columns of troops finally captured the town
on Feb«» only to be forced to withdraw back to liquica and Bazartete on Feb 20. Over5^0 Indonesian and J Falintil reported killed.

Taking the 5-n,onth period ovefjll, in terms of the simple aggregate number of incidents reported, Baucau outskirts and the road south from Baucau to Viqueque
was the most frequently listed. 'Incidents' included military clashes -some small, some large, eg., 60 -70 Indonesian soldiers reported killed near Ossu
on March H; and bombardments -artillery, mortar and aerial -usually associated with amilitary clash. Next was Dili outskirts -(military clashes, some
small but one or two large eg., 108 Indonesian soldiers reported killed on May 6) and the rend south to Aileu and Turiscai, including Remexio and Becilau especially in April; and the road east, fur about 15 kilometres, to Hera in June, Bombardments . artillery, mortar, aerial and naval usually associated with
military clash except in the Fretilin controlled Remexio. Next frequently listed were the Fretilin held border villages to the west of Bobonaro: Some
military clashes but reports deal usually with bombardments -artillery, aerial, mortar and naval - often unassosciated with military clashes*
Other listings: Uato Carrabou in Feb.- tail end of an unsuccessful Indonesian campaign to open up the road through Baguia to Laga on the north coast.

for each month.

month, the least number of locations were chosen until two thirds of the total number of news items for that month were accounted for. These areas/locations
were then taken to constitute the pattern/ grouping for that month. The maps around this page present our findings. See the following chronology for details

over 200 different news items of events that are said to have occurred between Feb &June, 1977,. t... ,approximately W per month. Then us.ng urn sof one

We present here asummary of Fretilin radio news concerning the period February 1to June 30, 1977. it is not meant to be taken as an analysis of the state
of affairs in East Timor during this period but simply as a documented record of Fretilin's story. We believe this to be a prerequisite for such an analysis.
Method used. TIS attempts to keep a record of Fretilin broadcasts from East Timor. As of 30/9/77, our records list 64 different broadcasts that contain

SUMMARY OF RADIO MESSAGES

sole source for this Summary and Chronology.

type X date of broadcasts whose texts provide the

See calendar inset for each ionth. Chart shows

Two-way Radio Contact

Public Radio Receiver

Radio Haubere

o

3un„Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat
12

©7

3

4

5

8 9

10

11

12

13 14 15 (vfo

17

18

19

FEBRUARY

Around the Maubara area in the period January 13th to

© 21 22 (?3) 24 (g) 26
27

28

February 1st, eight Indonesian troops were killed in
series of four military clashes. (RM, 20/2/77)

29

An Indonesian attempted advance from Los Palos toward Lautem,

further east, was

forced to a standstill when 25 Indonesian troops were killed,
the area was heavily shelled.
(RM, 20/2/77)

After,

withdrawing,

Beginning of 6-day Indonesian drive toward Darolete.
Indonesian forces launched
a two pronged attack,
south from Liguica and,
south-west from Bazartete.
The
column from Bazartete started out at 7 am. this morning and was ambushed twice
today by Fretilin forces.
In the first ambush,
66 In-troops and one Falintil
were killed.
Later,
in the second ambush, near the village of Lokolai,
36
Inonesian soldiers were killed.

(RM, 16/2/77)

In another ambush of the Bazartete column,

Fretilin forces killed 9 Indonesian

soldiers and an unknown number were killed when a Fretilin-laid mine exploded.
Indonesian planes then heavily bombed the area and the outskirts of Darolete.
iai Straits

Fighting along the Benamaluk River,
on the outskirts of
the capital, Dili, resulted in 10 Indonesian and one
Falintil soldier being killed. (RM, 15/4/77)
In fierce fighting during a further Fretilin ambush of
the Bazartete column 161 Indonesian and 5 Falintil

soldiers were killed.

(RM, 16/2/77)

Indonesian troops capture Darolete but are said to be
The death toll for
'completely blocked in the village1.
the 6-day drive on Darolete was heavy:
for the column
Bazartete - 272 Indonesian and 6 Falintil; while for the Liquica column (for
which no details are given - ed) 253 Indonesian and 3 Falintil soldiers were
10

killed.

The total then 535 lives.

(RM, 16/2/77)

During the period, February 1-10, the areas of Cova Lima and Bobonaro have
undergone regular artillery,
naval and aerial bombardment.
(RM, 20/2/77)
13

Bessi Lawun,

p

told Fretilin members that her daughter,

a woman who escaped from the Indonesian Concentration Camp at Suai

Maria Beatriz Lawun,

had died on

February 13 "because she had been brutally violated by an Indonesian official".
Other reports of brutal treatment for the captured population were received from
Tilomar and Suai and Ainaro.

(RM, 20/2/77)

15

Indonesian attacks on Fretilin positions around the village of Atsabe during the
period February 3-15, had all been repulsed with a total of 45 Indonesian
soldiers killed.
(RM, 16/2/77)

17

in the Uato Carabau area during the period January 28 to
February 17, 117 Indonesian troops were killed in a series of
military clashes.
(RM, 23/2/77)

20

DAROLETE:
Indonesian troops forced to withdraw from the village
here,
abandoning considerable quantities of war materials.
(RM, 20/2/77)

Report that food production in the Fretilin controlled areas

(Jato Carabau

has now exceeded the level achieved under the Portuguese
colonial administration.
(RM, 20/2/77)

23

Fretilin now in control of the village of Uatolari.(RM,23/3/77)
Uatol;
Timor Sea
-11-
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24 - In the period Feb 4-24, 185 Indonesian soldiers; 5 Falintil. and 5; 'traitors' were

reported killed in fighting on roads/paths leading to the village of Turiscai.
(see 2/3/77)

(RM, 4/3/77)

25 - A total of 2,094 Indonesian"troops were reported killed in €he period, Nov 23, 1976 •
Feb 23, '77, in an area to the south and south-west of the capital. (This figure in
cludes the statistics for the Darolete and Lois River "battles".)
(RM, 25/2/77;
26 - 28

Reports of protracted fighting in, and bombardment of,the Baucau and Vemasse

areas.
*19 - From Jan 1 - Feb 19, 1977:

(RM, 2&4/3/77)
267 Indonesian, 6 Falintil soldiers were killed in

"several bloody battles" in the Maubara area.

(RM, 20/7/77)

Other places where military clashes occurred:Uato Carabau (3); Baucau; Soibada; Suai -

Zumalai road; Laga; Los Palos; Iliomar - in which a total of 19 Indonesian troops and 2
'traitors' were killed.

Other bombardments were reported in the Soibada, Laklubar and Uato Carabau areas and
along the Suai - Zumalai road.
Reports of brutal treatment of people were, received frcm_ Ainaro, Suai and Tilomar
Sun Hon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat
MARCH

1

(T)

<© 7

8

q)

13'.14

15

77

2 - After three days of heavy fighting, in which 17 Indonesian
troops were killed, Fretilin forces recaptured the village of
Laleia.

(RM,

16/3/77)

20. 21

22

(27) 28

29

3

10
17

(IB)
© ©

<D

<s>

5

11

1?

18

19

lb

C26)

31

Report that heavy fighting continues between Falintil and In
donesian forces, backed by tanks, armoured cars, heavy, artillery and air cover from
4 jet planes, in the Turiscai area.
(RM, 2/3/77)

6 - Fretilin now in full control of the central north coastal village of Vemasse.
:

(RM, 6/3/77)

9 - Three Indonesian attacks on Fretilin positions around the village of Laclo were re
pulsed during the period March 5-9, with 7 Indonesian soldiers killed.(RM,16/3/77)
An Indonesian soldier was killed

the Comoro River.

in a military clash on the outskirts of Dili, along

(RM, 24/3/77)

better Strai

Between 6- and 70 Indonesian soldiers were killed and six

15-

people freed from a concentration camp at Ossu as a result
of a Fretilin attack on the village.
After 'the attack,
areas outside the village came under heavy mortar fire.
(RM, 16/3/77)
Planes bombed and straffed the outskirts of Ossu; killing
one woman and burning some houses.
(RM,16/3/77)

Indonesian advance on Fretilin position'outside Venilale
resisted with heavy fighting in which 21 Indonesian troops
were killed.

Fretilin suffered no casualties but were

forced to withdraw from the position.

(RM, 27/3/77)

An Indonesian officer and 5 soldiers were wounded in a

military clash at Fatumeta, on the outskirts of Dili. Fre
tilin captured some automatic rifles and ammunition.
23-* see next page.

26^ Manuel Castro escaped from the concentration camp at Laga.
He reports on the brutal conditions and gives the names of
4 of the 29 people who were executed recently. (RM,15/4/77)
29- One person was killed when the village of Madebeno, a few
kilometres south of the capital was shelled.
(RM,15/4/77)
31- Between February 12, 1977 and March 31, 1977, Fretilin
forces are reported to have killed 18 Indonesian soldiers
in a series of military clashes in the Cailaco area.
(RM,20/7/77)
***************************************************

EAST

TIMOR

MAY

BE

SMALL - BUT IT'S

AS

HARD

AS

************************************************ trjt^j
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GRANITE

13/5/77)

Q

*23 - Three messages received in Darwin:

*

A. Violation of human rights. (DAR. 23/3/77)

i) 1500 people have fled from Indonesian controlled areas in the past week
- "carrying in their bodies the signs of starvation and brutalities
suffered and in their hearts, stories of atrocities."

ii)

On December 7 and 8, 1975: 2,000 people were killed in Dili. The
message includes the following specific incidents:
- place and date where 300 people were killed.

- eye-witness accounts of the murder of 41 people who are all named.
- place and date where 200 people were killed.

- place and date of the killing of 50 people, including three members
of the Fretilin Central Committee.

iii) Between December 8 and 15, 1975 - report of 1800 people being killed,
iv) An account of the shooting of 46 people at Bobonaro on June 8, 1976,
by the Indonesian army unit, number 46. The names of 21 of the people
killed are given,

v) Details, names, make and country of origin, of military equipment
being used by Indonesia in East Timor.

B.
C.

Greetings from D.R.E.T. President Xavier do Amaral. (DAR, 23/3/77)
The killing of Roger East: shot by an Indonesian Soldier at 9 a.m.

on 8/12/75 in the street outside the ex County Council building in Dili.

|

( DAR, 26/3/77)

Other military clashes occurred this month at Los Palos(2); Venilale; Ossu; Quelicai;
Loilobu; and on the Bobonaro-Lolotoe road. A total of 46 Indonesian soldiers were
reported killed in these actions.
APRIL f 77

1 - In the period March IT - April l,.l8 Indonesian soldiers and one Falintil were kil

led in a series of Indonesian attacks on Fretilin positions near the village of
Turiscai. The area was shelled regularly during this time.
(RM,10A/77)

h - An Indonesian soldier, his name and serial number are given, was killed on the road
between Dili and Becilau.

(RM,20A/77)

8 - On the outskirts of Baucau, 3 Indonesian soldiers were killed while trying to steal
manioc from farms in the area.

DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

(RM, 13A/77)

Sun Hon Turn Wed Thur Fri Sat
3

0&-

10 - The Fretilin controlled border villages of Fatolulic,
Lebos, Fatomean and Fohorem are being regularly shelled by

heavy artillery. So far little damage reported. (RM,I0A/77)

1

(5) 6

m

4

7

8

9

Report of fierce fighting in the Baucau area, especially around

11

ra©

14

16

19 |z01

®

Loilobu. However approaches to the village were mined and booby

21

22

23

26

28

©

30

trapped and the Indonesian force was driven back to Uai Bana.
In spite of mortar fire, Fretilin was able to recover ammunit-

n?j

18

24

©

27

ion, medicine and an assortment of war materials. Four planes then bombed and straffed
the area, destroying some houses. 32 Indonesian soldiers were reported killed in the

fighting while Fretilin reported no casualties. (RM, 13 & I5A/TT)
12 - Two Bronco OV-IO's bombed the Remexio area twice today: (i)from 7-30 am to 8.U0 am;
(ii) from 10.50 am to 12.20 pm.

In all, 3 people were killed and 5 wounded, in

cluding 2 children; and 32 houses burnt. (RM, 17A/77)
15 - A bomber shelled villages around Bobonaro at 8.30 am - a number of houses were de
stroyed. (RM, I7A/77)

Today's RM broadcast carried a report on US Congresswoman Helen Meyner1s visit to Dili;
that military hardware in the capital had been hidden; and that Indonesian troops, dis
guised as Timorese, mingled with the crowd. (RM, I5A/77)
T
y/

*$*H*

16

Nine Indonesian soldiers were killed when they moved into a Fretilin mined section

of the road from Dili to Aileu near Becilau. (RM,- 2UA/77) Further to the south
Indonesian troops advanced on Fretilin positions around Same, but were forced to
withdraw to Ainaro.

In the clash h Indonesian and one Falintil were killed, sever

al houses destroyed and " a lot of pigs killed ". (RM, I7A/77)
17 - The Loilobu area near Baucau was reported today to be under Fretilin control.

(RM, I7A/77) Q

18 - A few kilometres to the south of Dili, 2 Bronco OV-IO's bombed Toho Meto and

Madabeno today, wounding h Falintil - one seriously.

(RM, 29A/77)

20 - During the past 10 days 2 Bronco OV-10's and 2 bombers have carried out a programme
of aerial bombardment of the outskirts of Baucau and Bobonaro and of the villages

of Remexio' and Lequidoe.

(DAR* 29A/77)

21 - Three Falintil were wounded today when Bercoli Matan, on the outskirts of Dili, was

shelled by heavy mortars. In the Turiscai area at Ossero and Humarlin, 3 Indones
ian soldiers, h 'traitors1 and one Falintil were killed in a military clash. Later,

these areas were shelled by mortars.

(RM,29A/77)

22 - After capturing the positions of Lihe Mada and Lihi Kamia in the Laklubar area, In
donesian troops were ambushed by Falintil: 30 Indonesian troopswere killed and four
Falintil wounded. The area was later shelled by mortars.
(RM, 29A/77)
2U - Report broadcast today estimated that 20,000 Indonesian soldiers had been killed in

the territory during the past 18 months.

(RM, 2UA/77)

25 - Ailibur, on the outskirts of Dili was shelled today. No mention of damage caused.
(RM, 25A/77)

Other military clashes reported at Aileu; Laga; Baguia; Baucau area; Viqueque;^ Ossu;
Quelicai and along the Bobonaro-Lolotoe road - in which a total of 95 Indonesian troops
and three 'traitors' were killed.

Bombardments were also reported at Fohorem; Tapo-t

Bobonaro and Ermera.
-14
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J,Y I - Area around Bobonaro shelled with mortars. Falintil com

<fl> 12^ggx
gg

MAY

15 21
27

mander, Luis

?, died today in Lequidoe, from wounds he
received in combat.
(RM, I/5/77)

28

k - Five Indonesian soldiers, including a lieutenant, were kill
® 30 31
ed during a Fretilin attack on the village of Becilau - on
the road from Dili to Aileu.
(rm n/5/77)

6- Weapons, ammunition and medicines were captured by Fretilin after fighting in the
Lalua and Lobugobu areas on the outskirts of Dili.
ian and 2 Falintil were killed.
areas.

During the fighting, 108 Indones

Two Bronco OV-IO's then bombed and straffed these
(RMj 15/5/77)

7- First two way contact between Fretilin in East Timor and the Darwin CIET Public Radio
Transceiver. See box, page

Falintil laid two ambushes just outside Aileu; in the first, 3 Indonesian soldiers
and one 'traitor' were killed; in the second, one Indonesian soldier was killed. The
area was then shelled.
"
(rm 29/5/77)
Near Hera - where the Dili - Manatuto north coast road approaches the coast, just 10

kilometres from Dili, 3 Indonesian soldiers were killed in an unsuccessful attempt to
capture Coli Mau. Bronco 0V-I0fs then bombed the surrounding area - killing one
woman and burning 18 huts.
(RM, 29/5/77)

^&

Five Indonesian soldiers and one Falintil were killed in two Indonesian - initiated'

clashes that were launched from Ainaro.

(rm, 29/5/77)
..*

12 Three Indonesian soldiers were killed in a Falintil attack near Talibela in the

Remexio area.

f

(DAR, U/6/77) f

13 Report of intensified activity by Indonesian airforce. Increased operations include;
aerial patrols, bombing and straffing.
(DAR, 13/5/77)

Ik - Five Indonesian soldiers killed and one Falintil wounded, when an Indon
PONTA LtARUA

esian advance from Ossu was halted by fierce fighting at Boe Rica. The area
was then heavily shelled. Then further north near the coastal village of
Laga, 10 Indonesian troops were reported killed by Falintil on 'special
duties'.
(RM, 17/6/77)
15 - Extensive aerial patrols being carried out in the

areas of Baucau, Bobonaro and Suai.(RM, 15/5/77)
« Uato Mian

V«L

18 - A radio receiver and a rifle were captured after
three Indonesian soldiers were killed on Mt. Lari

Tame - near Ossu.

(RM, 17/6/77)

20 - Ilimano now reported to be in Fretilin con
trol. Aerial and naval patrols covered the
south coast from Lore to Betano and 2 planes

dropped leaflets on Laclo. (RM, 20/5/77)
The outskirts of Baucau were shelled

fi**a/ite>v

today after k soldiers were killed

in Falintil attacks. (RM, 17/6/77)
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MAY - continued:
2U - An Indonesian solier and

one 'traitor' were killed in-a military clash near Laga

There were no Falintil casualties.

(RM, 17/6/77)

25 - A total of 7 Indonesian and one Falintil were killed when Falintil laid two am
bushes on the outskirts of Ossu. The area was then shelled

but no damage caused.

(RM, 29/5/77)
29 -, The south coast village of .Uato Carabau was shelled today by a warship standing
30

off the coast from Aliam Bata.

(RM, 22/6/77)

Warship shelled the coastal area around Laga today.

(RM, 29/6/77)

31 - Summaries:

Between

Jan 19 and May 31, 1977 at Hatolia. Fretilin forces killed 72 Indonesian

soldiers and wounded many others; Falintil suffered three wounded."One comrade
was rescued from an Indonesian concentration camp and he reported that the captur

ed population was being tortured and starved."

(RM, 20/7/77)

Between Jan 29 and May 31, 1977, in the area around Ermera, 50 Indoneisan and k
Falintil soldiers were killed in fierce fighting.
Between March 20 and May,1977, 117 Indonesian

(RM, 20/7/77)

and 2 Falintil soldiers Were killed

in fierce fighting when Fretilin forces recaptured the village of Railaco along
with a great deal of war material.
(DAR,16/7/77;RM, 15/7/77)
Between April I and May 31, 1977, around the border village of Letefoho, 26 Indon

'^

esian and one Falintil were killed in 'several operations'.
(RM, 20/7/77)
Between Jan and May, Ibf79 in the area around Bazartete casualties were: Indonesian
forces: U92 killed and many wounded; Falintil: 17 killed and 13 wounded. Fretilin

forces captured a great deal of war equipment including: one 60mm mortar and one
50 mm mortar as well as rocket and rifle ammunition. Some medical supplies were

also captured.

(DAR, 16/7/77);HM,15/7/77)

Between Jan and May, 1977, in the area around Liquica casualties of several

engagements were: 1277 Indonesian soldiers killed and many wounded; 38 Falintil
killed and 2k wounded. "Enemy forced to withdraw from Darolete." (See Feb 5 & 20

of this chronology.-ed.)

(DAR,l6/7/77;RM, 15/7/77)

Other military clashes occurred at Turiscai, Laclo, Laga, Ainaro, Atsabe and
Quelicai in which, a total of 21 Indonesian soldiers were reported killed.
*************************************************************************

JUNE 1977

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

I - Hera, 15 kilometres from Dili along the north coast, was

_

shelled by artillery from the high ground of Fatu Ahi, on
the eastern outskirts of Dili. There was also a warship off
the coast that shelled Hera, Remexio and Aileu. Both bom

bardments caused 'no damage'.
(RM, 17/6/77)
3 - Metinaro, just to the east of Hera, was bombed today by planes and a helicopter.
(RM, 17/6/77)
Fretilin forces rescued two comrades from Suai and they'brought^

reports of brutal treatment being meted out to the captured population. Indonesian
warships are reported to be patrolling and bombarding the south coastal areas be
tween Suai and Betano.
(™» 29/6/77.)
6 - A couple and their three children were rescued from the border village of Lebos.
They were in very poor physical condition and reported that people in Lebos were

dying of starvation and brutal treatment and that the area was subjected to contin

ual bombardment by mortars.

(RM» 29/6/77)

7 - Hera was again shelled today by a warship standing off the coast, as were the areas
of Ailibur, Soha, Laha Coli, Kulu Meta and Remexio. "No damage", reported.
(RM, 22/6/77)

Falintil units, on 'special duties', killed two Indonesian soldiers today on the

outskirts of Ossu

(RM> 17/6/77)
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7

-

10

We present here 2 texts of 3

broadcasts concerning fighting
in the central area of Aileu^
with an accompanying map.
The events take place June 7 10, On June 22, the following

details were broadcast through
in Darwin,

out East Timor and repeated
next day in a message to CIET

fierce fighting, the enemy

7 - "The enemy advanced to
Fahi Soi, murdering one
child of ten years and seri
ously wounding a woman civil
ian; burning 20 houses and
destroying properties. After

unable to locate this on map-

was forced to withdraw to
Mountain Tatabau.(We have been
ed.)
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The enemy called for help and one Bronco aircraft attacked Fretilin forces for one

hour and 45 minutes, but unsuccessfully. One Indonesian helicopter tried to land on LAHUI mountain but unfortunately had a

8 - Fretilin forces attacked the enemy there.
a narrow escape and didn't land.

9 - (Until today) the enemy based on LAHUI mountain tried to advance over enemy positions, but were repelled, and retreated to
their initial positions. The enemy strongly shelled with the mortar fire the FAHI SOI, NAMUMISSA, RAI HINO and LEQUIDOE areas..
However, they caused no damage to Fretilin.

10- Fretilin revolutionary forces attacked the enemy who fled shamefully to SAMATUTO and AILEU villages. In those battles, 24 In
donesian soldiers were killed and lots were wounded. Fretilin suffered no casualties." (RM, 22/6/77 & DAR, 23/6/77)
__
Then on July 10, a month after these events, came the following report from a woman who had been in Aileu:

"AILEU : In the second week ot June a female comrade escaped from the Indonesian concentration camp. She said that the attempt to

The Indonesian officers were angry : they had been told Fretilin would not offer resistance to the attack.

take LEQUIDOE on June 7 resulted in heavy Indonesian casualties, including two Indonesian officers. She said the enemy forced
the captured population from Atsabe, Quelicai, Ermera(outside map area -ed) and AILEU to take part in the attack. Most of
them died.

role of buffaloes,"

(RM, 10/7/77)

^ They punished the captured female population by forcing them to do heavy work in the ricefields, completely naked, in the

********************************************** 4Hr***********************************^A *******************************************
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continued:

11 - A helicopter flew over the Viqueque area - concentrating on the localities of
Luka, Fohorua and Kuamauli.
(RM' 22/6/77)
12 - Indonesian troops 'surprised' a Falintil unit while on 'special duties' in Bethun
near Viqueque - seriously wounding one Falintil soldier. In a Falintil counter
attack, 2 Indonesian soldiers were killed.(RM, 22/6/77) Further north, on the^
outskirts of Ossu, 5 Indonesian soldiers were killed and a great deal of ammunit

ion captured as a result of an ambush by Fretilin forces.

(RM, 22/6/77)

The north coastal areas around Metinaro and Kaimauk came under heavy shelling to
day from artillery stationed at Hera and Fatu Ahi. "No damage" reported.
(RM, 29/6/77)

14 - Four Indonesian soldiers were killed in a military clash outside Ossu. 2 Bronco
OVlO's then bombed the areas of Rame and Bubuana. "No damage", reported. A few
kilometres further north/ on the outskirts of Venilale, several areas were

heavily shelled by Indonesian mortars. "No damage", reported.
(RM, 17/6/77)
17 - In the past month a total of.6 Indonesian soldiers have been killed in several
attempted advances on Fretilin positions around Venilale. Falintil suffered no
casualties.
(RM,17/6/77)
18 - Indonesian forces raided Fretilin controlled areas outside Ossutoday. Several

properties were burnt and the area was then shelled.

(RM, 22/6/77)

21 - Just outside Hera today, a heavy truck, carrying a large supply of war materials^
was completely destroyed in an ambush by Fretilin forces.

(RM, 3/7/77)

22 - The outskirts of Baucau came under heavy artillery fire today.

(RM,22/6/77)

24 - Three Indonesian soldiers were killed; a Bereta rifle and a large quantity of am

munition was captured when an attempted Indonesian advance over Fretilin posit
ions on the outskirts of Baucau was repulsed by fretilin forces. (RM, 29/6/77)
25 - Twenty-three Indonesian and three Falintil soldiers were killed in 'bloody fight

ing' in the Ailieu area today.

(RM, 15/7/77 &DAR, 16/7/77)

26 - An Indonesian soldier was killed in a military clash near Baucau today. No de

tails are given.

<FM, 29/6/77)

A few kilometres to the north of Soibada, in a place called Pualaca, Fretilin
forces laid an ambush for Indonesian forces who were in search of food. 17 In

donesian soldiers and several 'traitors' were killed in the ensuing six hours of

fighting.

.

<***< W77)

29 - In Ainaro, the captured population are forced to do heavy hard work.

Women

continually raped, especially Maria Immaculada and Christine. Great starvation Q
and lack of medical care.

actual text. See report

Heavy air traffic around Ainaro. -( This is from the

from Indonesia, on page 2 .-ed.)

(RM, 29/6/77)

In other military clashes at Baucau, Turiscai, Kaimauk, Mamgkaka, Fatubossa and
Lalulara, a total of 19 Indonesian*one Falintil soldier were reported killed. Other

bombardments to those list for the month occurred at Los Palos, Turiscai, Lalulara(2),
Uatobita, Maliana area, Fohorem and Venilale.
M.H,
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