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The FRETILIN account of the situation in East Timor is being consistently confirmed by
non-FRETILIN sources in East Timor. The latest letter smuggled out of the country was
written by a Catholic priest in November 1977. It presents a grim picture of life under
the Indonesian military and confirms that the war continues in East Timor - a fact the
Indonesian and Australian governments will not admit.

>
The text of the priest's letter we reprint here is from Nation Review (12-18 Jan.,

1978).

This text is the bulk of the original letter (in Portuguese) and T.I.S. has been assured
of its origins. As thepriest himself says his life is in danger, his name is withheld
from publication. T.I.S. has received translations of other letters from East Timor

which are consistent with the content of the priest's letter - they are very moving in
th£ir content. Subject to the results of our enquiries about their authenticity, we
hope to publish them in T.I.S. no. 24.

"Dear friends,

It was with great happiness that I heard from you. I miss you
very much. Well now,, it you want me to speak about myself . . .
my spirit is so distraught as to be able to give only a poor picture
Of myself and of the reality of East Timor today. But I'm going
to try. I'm thin like a toothpick, without shoes (and I'm not a
carmelite), almost without any clothes, sick . . . and much

harbor, unloading war materials and troops. From last
december the war was intensified. The war planes dont stop all
day long., There are hundreds of human beings who die daily.

more.

The bodies are food for the vultures.

Inland

there are countless tanks and armored cars. The

Indonesian troops in Timor might now be 50,000 (I'm not sure).
In december 76 there was an intense movement in the Dili

Do you think I'm joking? When the war is over 1*11 tell >ou

If bullets dont kill us we die from epidemic disease, villages

all, if I survive till then. Lets talk about more serious and
important things.
First die war. It goes on with the same initial furore.- Fretilin
goes on fighting despite famine, sickness, death and the crisis in
the leadership that happened in the last couple of months. The

completely destroyed.
The war is entering its third year and it seems it won't stop
soon. The barbarities (understandable in the stone age), the
cruelties, the theft, the firing squads without any justification,
are now part of everyday life in Timor. The insecurity is total
and the terror of being arrested is our daily bread. (I'm on the
list of the persona nan grata — any day they might make me

invaders have intensified their attacks in the three classic ways,

by land, sea and air.
disappear.)
From 7 december 1975 tiH february 1976 they were anchored
Fretilin troops who surrender are shot dead: for them there
in Dili harbor — 23 warships which bombarded the hills around
are no jails. The genocide will be soon: it seems it is next
Dill 24 hours a day. The helicopters — eight to 12 — and the
war planes -— four — were flying all over Timor.
...continued over page.
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december. The invaders are recruiting timorese lo go to fight
their brothers who are in the bush. They are the ones who
march in front of the battalions.

A lot of catholic missions are without priests. The schools have

been closed for two years. The activity is nil. However, there is
now a greater awareness about what is happening and we are

trying to set up a line ol action according to the orientations of
post Vatican II. The bishop (Dpm Jose Joaquim Ribeiro)
resigned,-and we now have an apostolic administrator, father

Lopes. Some ol the canossian nuns left Timor (seven) and
SpanishCarmelites arrived (six).

Against the force there is no resistance. Freedom is a word

without meaning. The liberation that they announced means
slavery. Timor is now back to the years 1945-50. Anti
communism is an islamic slogan that means 'iconodasm'.
The reform of the customs means the' creation of cabarets
and brothels. Commerce is just exploitation and the black
market is normal. The Chinese sell themselves easily. Leaving
the place is a dream. All correspondence is opened.
Oe-Cusse

is

now

under

the

diocese

of

Atambua.

Our

residence, Bispo Medeiros, was destroyed by the fire of the
invaders, Dare seminary destroyed, the catholic colleges of
Maliana and Soibada destroyed. Timor was not integrated. It

We have three Jesuits and the salesians are still here.
The timorese priests are Lopes (now a monsignor), Demetrio,

was annexed. It was not liberated from 'communism'. It was

Maia. Aureo. Jose Antonio, Mario, Cunha. Rafael, Agostinho,

given to islamic indonesians. Freedom in any form does not

Ricardo, Leao. All of them are with the Indonesians. With
Fretilin are the timorese priests, Luis da Costa, Mariano Soares
and Francisco Tavares Dos Reis. With Fretilin also art the

priests Lioneto Vieira, Fagundo Martins and Carlos da Rocha
Vieira. With the Indonesians are the Jesuits, the salesians and
also the goans, San tana, Monteiro, Brito and the Portuguese
priests Julio Aco and Barbosa. The students of the seminary

exist."

"Do something positive for the liberation of the Timor people.
The world ignores us and it is a pity. We are on the way to a
genocide. Till the end of december the war is to exterminate. All

the valid youth of Timor is in the bush. The indonesians only

were sent to Flores. The carmelites have opened another house

control villages in a radius of one to two kilometres. Ask the

in Dili.

justice loving people to save Timor and pray to God to forgive

The political situation is undefined. The sabotage and the lies
are* spread out. Oppression is a reality. Integration is not the
expression of the will of the people. The people controlled by the
indonesians are like mild sheep that you take to the abattoir
because of the oppressive character of the indonesians.

the sins of the people of Timor.

AUSTRALIAN

GOVERNMENT

I am very tired and I have not the serenity to give you a more
detailed picture of the reality of Timor in the past two years. We
are all here very tired. A big embrace to all . .

RECOGNISES INDONESIAN INVASION

OF EAST

TIMOR

The Liberal/National Country Party government's announcement on January 20 that it now
recognises East Timor as a part of Indonesia comes as no surprise. T.I.S. has argued in

the past that despite the Australian government's stated policy, since it came to power
it has acted in ways to support the Indonesian occupation of East Timor (see our article

in T.I.S. No.16/17, December 1976, page 8). We present here excerpts from the statement
and a critique of it (1).

Excerpts are in italics.

"The Minister for Foreign Affairs^ Mr Andrew Peacock^ announced today that the govern
ment has decided to accept East Timor as part of Indonesia. "
With that statement on January 20,
Australia rejected a United Nations resolution
passed two months earlier which dismissed the claim that East Timor is a part of Indon

esia on the grounds that the East Timorese had not been able to exercise their right to ;,-^
self-determination and independence (2). The Australian government abstained from voting w
on that resolution as it had done one year earlier with a similar resolution.
Reaction in Australia:

There was immediate and widespread reaction in Australia to the statement. Within the
Liberal government ranks Senator Neville Bonner said he believed the government had sold
out the Timorese people and said he was disgusted and shocked at the government's atti
tude (3). N.S.W. Liberal politician and president of the International Commission of
Jurists {Australian section), John Dowd, described the Australian government action
as "a posture of expediency under the guise of reality" (4). Federal opposition
leader Bill Hayden said the actions of Indonesian in its continued occupation of East
Timor deserved condemnation, not recognition (5).
Other critics of the decision included former consul in Dili,

James Dunn,

the Catholic

Commission for Justice and Peace, the Australian journalists Association, the executive
of the Australian Council for Overseas Aid, the secretary of Community Aid Abroad (6),
the president of the United Nations Association of Australia (7) and East Timor solid
arity groups throughout Australia.

In Mozambique, the Democratic Republic of East Timor's (D.R.E.T.) Minister for External
Relations described the announcement as a public declaration

Indonesian war against East Timor.

of total support for the

"... I ardently call on all the brother people of

Australia and on all democratic forces and organisations to prevent the continuation of
-2 PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
DIGITISED BY CHART

this attitude of desperation of the Fraser government," he said (8). The D.R.E.T.

Information Officer in Australia, Chris Santos said: "Happily it is not foreign gov
ernments but the people who will determine the future of Timor.
85% of the territory." (9)

We still control

"The attempted coup by the UDT3 the subsequent armed takeover by FRETILIN and the

ensuing military and political confusion had led directly to the Indonesian decision to
intervene."

This statement is not in accord with the facts of the period August to December, 1975.
The civil war between UDT and FRETILIN had ended by mid-September 197,5* According to
Australian journalists and aid personnel in East Timor at that time, the only military
activity in the territory before the major invasion was Indonesian military operations
across the border from West Timor. The Portuguese administration left the mainland at
the height of the civil war and never returned to Dili. After the civil war, Fretilin
set up an administration for the territory but still recognised Portuguese sovereignty
over East Timor. FRETILIN'S declaration of independence (28/11/75) was precipitated by
increasing Indonesian military operations in East Timor, not the other way around as
Mr Peacock suggests.

(10).

"Movement for international intervention whether by the United Nations or other countries
has never gained the required support. "
Peacock's use of the ambiguous term "internat
ional intervention" makes this statement vague.

We can say however that the United Nations Gen
eral Assembly (three times)and the U.N. Security
Council (twice) have passed resolutions condemn
ing the Indonesian military intervention, called
for a withdrawal of Indonesian troops, and re

jected the claim that East Timor is a part of
Indonesia.

The 1975 Resolutions called for the

sending of a special envoy to East Timor. One
Winspeare Guicciardi did reach East Timor but
his effectiveness was severely reduced by the
actions of the Indonesian and Australian gov
ernments (11). Indonesia has rejected further
calls from the U.N. for a fact-finding team to
visit East Timor (12). There is no evidence that

the Australian government itself has ever attempt
ed to marshall international support in' favour of
East Timorese self-determination.

Labor M.P.Ken

Fry claimed that a number of nations looked to
Australia for a

lead on the issue at the U.N.

Security Council in April 1976, but received no such lead (13).

Cc*ml_3

"Since November 1975 the Indonesian Government has continued to extend its administrate

ive control over the territory of East Timor. This, control is effective and covers all
major administrative centres of the territory."
1. The Australian government has never publically provided factual information on the
current situation in East Timor (beyond the general assertion in the above quote). On
the other hand, the Australian government has actively attempted to prevent the flow
of information from and about East Timor by the seizure of two-way radios in Darwin
used for communication with East Timor (14), the ordering of Telecom to cease passing
on radio telegrams from East Timor (15), and the refusal to allow FRETILIN represent
atives to enter Australia

(16) .

2. Not only has the government confirmed that Indonesian government military operations
began in East Timor in 1975 - the official Indonesian position remains that regular
troops did not enter East Timor until July 17,1976 (17) - but actually gives the date
as "November 1975", the month before the major Indonesian invasion.
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3. FRETILIN itself has admitted that Indonesia controls many former Portuguese
administration posts. This does not mean control of the population of East Timor.
The population of East Timor is spread throughout the mountainous countryside - in
general, nowhere near these "administrative centres" or the few roads which connect

them. The centres themselves have small populations. According to letter from a priest
in East Timor (dated November 1977), Indonesian forces "only controlvillages in a radius
of one to two kilometres (18). An Indonesian source said Indonesian troops were afraid
to go on patrol outside the towns they held (19).

"In conclusion, Mr Peacock noted that the future progress of family reunion and the
rehabilitation of Timor were important ingredients in a practical contribution to the
peace of the area. He emphasised that in order to pursue these objectives Australia
will need to continue to deal directly with the Indonesian government as the authority
in effective control.

"This is the reality with which we must come to terms ', Mr Peacock said. "
Over the past eighteen months a number of non-FRETILIN (even anti-Fretilin) reports
on the situation in East Timor have come to hand. They have come mainly from Indon
esian and East Timorese Church and aid sources, students and journalists in Java and
Australian visitors to Indonesia. Almost all these reports have had the following
points in common: a) the war against the Indonesian occupation continues; b) that
Indonesian control of the territory is limited to small areas; c)that FRETILIN has

wide popular support among East Timorese; d)that Indonesian brutality has turned

:^\
^^

almost all East Timorese against the Indonesian presence (20). No person or government (least of all, the Australian government) has produced any consistent evidence
to demonstrate that this is not the situation in East Timor.

Mr Peacock's suggestion that the Indonesian government will be a vehicle of "rehab

ilitation" in East Timor is nonsense. The wording of this passage suggests we can
soon expect some considerable Australian government grants to Indonesia for "rehab
ilitation" \in East Timor.
SOURCES:

1.
2.
3.

Foreign Affairs News Release. M10. 20 Jan.1978. "Relations with Indonesia."
As reported in The Sun (Melb.) 29 Nov.1977.
Canberra Times. 23 Jan.1978. "East Timor move ''contemptible''"
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5.

Canberra Times. 21 Jan,1978. "Aust. accepts takeover in Timor."

6.

Canberra Times.

7.

The Age (Melb.) 31 Jan. 1978

23 Jan.

1978.

Letter to the Editor.

8. East Timor News. No. 25. Jan. 26, 1978. page 1.
9. The Age. 21 Jan. 1978.
10. There are many similar accounts of this pre-invasion period in East Timor. The
most detailed single account currently available is contained in James Dunn's
"East Timor - Fran Portuguese colonialism to Indonesian incorporation." Sept. 77.
11. See T.I.S. No.9/10. May 1976. Pages 18-20.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

C^gp

The
See
See
See
See
See
The

Age. 30 Nov. 1977. "UN Timor mission rejected."
T.I.S. No. 11/12, June 1976. page 3.
T.I.S. No.7, Feb.1976 (pages 1,6) and No.14/15, Oct.1976 (page 1).
T.I.S. No. 16/17., Dec. 1976. page 15 (box).
item in this issue - page 5.
for example Richard Carleton's interview with Brig-Gen.Dading in Dili - in
Age, 10 Aug. 1977.
18. Published in Nation Review, 12-18 Jan. 1978.
19. See "Life in Indonesian-controlled areas of East Timor" in T.I.S. No. 20/21. Oct. f77

20. Some of these reports have been published in T.I.S. See No. 14/15, page 2, No.16/17

pages 1,7; No. 18/19 pages 1-4; No.20/21, pages 1-3.

JOURNALISTS REACT STRONGLY AGAINST FRASER GOVT. INCORPORATION DECISION.
Indonesian army radio messages,intercepted in October 1975 by Australia's Defense Signals
Division, reported that five Australian newsmen had been killed by Indonesian troops.
Journalist Laurie Oakes says the "D"-notice system (by which news media proprietors
voluntarily not publish particular "defence and national security" material) was used to

prevent this information, and the government's knowledge of it, being exposed (from
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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"The Journalist", February 1978).

One week before Oakes' claim, the Melbourne "Herald"

(Feb. 3) published details of information from an American Quaker official who was told
in Indonesia that the five Australian newsmen were killed by a special Indonesian com
mando squad sent to East Timor "to kill all foreigners they could find and to confis
cate all film."

Against this background, we publish here the Press Statement of the Australian Jour
nalists Association (Vic. branch) in response to the Fraser government's decision to
recognise Indonesia's occupation of East Timor.

The Australian Journalists' Association deplores Australia's recognition of Indo
nesia's annexation of East Timor and recognises this as our nation's ultimate
• obsequious act towards the Indonesian generals.

Five (probably six) young Australian newsmen have finally been buried by their
country in a mire of appeasement.

We are not surprised.

An A. J.A. deputation was told by Foreign Minister Peacock

that it was a dead issue - indeed, he referred to further discussions on the mat
ter as "mere debating points." Be also said that the evidence collected indicat
ing that the journalists were murdered by Indonesians was "not sufficient to con

vict a drunk" - clearly in conflict with the view of the Australian section of the
International Commission of Jurists.

On this Australia Day, as we remember some of the more glorious aspects of Aust
ralia's history, let us spare a thought for the shame that is ours because of this
action.

Now that Australia has washed its hands of these deaths, it is clear to the world

thai Federal Ministers are so inordinately influenced by Indonesia 's

generals that

they can conveniently overlook the crimes that have been committed.

The free flow of information from East Timor ceased after the December, 1975 invas
ion, and, it is clear, from recent reports that Freedom of the Press, in Indonesia
itself, is being grossly violated.
(26 Jan. 1978)

HORTA CRITICISES FRASER GOVERNMENT VISA REFUSAL
In January this year, the D.R.E.T. Representative at the United Nations, Jose Ramos Horta
was refused a visa for a private visit to Australia.

There is good evidence to suggest

that since as early as November 1976, it has been Australian government policy to prevent
FRETILIN representatives coming here.

In the lead-up to Horta1s visa application in December 1977, the Minister for Immigration
(MacKellar) said it was already Cabinet policy not to allow FRETILIN representatives into

Australia (telegram seen by T.I.S.). In the first half of 1976 a number of Fretilin peo
ple (including Horta) were given entry visas. However, in November 1976, Rogerio Lobato
{then tJ.R.fi.T. Minister for Defense) was refused entry. This refusal occurred at the same

time as the government's order to Telecom to cease passing on messages from East Timor
(see T.I.S. No 16/17 p.15); a month after Malcolm Fraser's visit to Jakarta and the gov
ernment seizure of a FRETILIN 2-way radio in Darwin.

We print here a letter from Jose Ramos Horta: It provides details of the treatment Horta

was given and gives
on East Timor.

Jose Horta's critique of the Australian government's position

(The letter is addressed to newspapers in Australia).

*lI had applied for a tourist visa at the Australian Consulate General early in December,
with a view to visiting my fiancee, relatives and friends in Australia.

Three weeks

later, I was informed that my request had been rejected. When I asked for an explan
ation, none was given. My passport, carrying the privileges of a fully accredited dip
lomat, issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mozambique, prestigious African
State, member of the United Nations, was returned to the Mozambiquan Mission without
an accompanying letter - a display of rudeness, to say the least, on the part of the
Australian Consulate DIGITISED
General.
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The Australian Governments refusal is contrary to Australian aspirations to stand in
the world as a democratic society. The argument that I represent a Government not

recognised by the Australian Government, can hardly deceive anyone.

Moreover, it

should be noted that, in strictly legal terms, I applied as a fully accredited diplomat
from a Sovereign State recognised by Australia and the entire international community.
Further, I stated clearly in my application, and in an interview held with an Officer
of the Consulate General, that my visit would be strictly private. Earlier, I had stated
to an Australian diplomat in the United Nations, that I had no intentions of embarrass

ing the Australian Government, and for this reason I would restrain from engaging in
public appearances, while on Australian soil.
However, the issue is not I, Ramos-Horta, as an individual.

The issue is one that Aust

ralia will never be able to wash away: that is East Timor and its people struggling for
freedom and dignity. On Australia!s doorsteps a savage war of aggression and expansion
has dragged on for over two years. Various sources estimate the casualties among the
East. Timorese as being between 50,000 and 100,000. Indonesia maintains in the territory

a fighting force of well over 30,000 troops, backed up by dozens of tanks and armoured
cars, helicopters and planes.

However, the East Timorese people have put up a heroic

and successful resistance and the Government of the Democratic Republic of East Timor
administers to a vast liberated area, inhabited by more than 90% of the population.

Even from the point of view of a self-centred pragmatist, an independent East Timor,
under the leadership of a genuine popular government, such as the one provided by the
FRETILIN Central Committee, would be in the best interest of Australia. Indonesia is,

and always will be, an unstable society. Rather than a partner for friendship and co
operation, it will always be a competitor to Australia and its neighbours, as a result
of the chauvinistic Javanese designs for hegemony in the region. Australia's betrayal
of East Timor is certainly not helping Australia's image as a guarantor of peace in the

eyes of smaller nations such as Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Samoa, etc. FRETILIN leader
ship has always emphasised its eagerness to foster a solid relationship with Australia
and the neighbouring countries.

Though many so-called "experts'1 minimize East Timor's economic viability as an indepen
dent State, it should be noted that there are some 30 countries in the United Nations

with equal
East Timor
East Timor
enjoys one

or less territory and population than East Timor and far less viable than
itself. On the other hand, while certain so-called defence "experts" dismiss
strategically, one just needs to look at the map to realise that East Timor
of the most strategic locations vis-a-vis the Indian Ocean, North Australia

and South East Asia.

It is self destructive for Australia to play along with the Indonesian gamble for ex

pansionism and hegemonism in the region.

A policy of subserviance to the Jakarta rulers

will not placate their authoritarian nature. Disagreements or criticism over any issue
will always meet with Indonesian aggressiveness and the Jakarta oligarchy will not hes

itate to mount a campaign of isolation against Australia.

(The recent threat on the

part of the government-controlled Center for Strategic and International Studies in
Jakarta to launch a campaign against Australia as the South Africa of the region is a
good example of what Australians can expect from the Jakarta Generals whenever a major
disagreement or conflict of interest arises.

Australia must uphold the principles of democracy, freedom and self-determination for
all peoples, and should not hesitate to use its immense political, economic and moral
reservoir to impose what it believes is right. This way, Indonesia will learn to deal
with Australia with respect in a fair partnership.

Smaller nations, such as East Timor,

Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Samoa, etc., will regard Australia with trust.

It is in the light of this that the Australian Government's refusal to grant me an en
entry visa must be viewed. War will continue in East Timor. The people of East Timor
will win this war just as other smaller nations in South East Asia and Africa have
achieved independence, in spite of overwhelming odds. East Timor will be
will gain its rightful place in the community of nations.

free and

Cordially yours,

(Signed)

Jose Ramos-Horta
U.N., New York.

-_^________—
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AUSTRALIA - EAST TIMOR SEA-BED BOUNDARY DISPUTE:
''Indonesia's Timor Carrot"

A BACKGROUND.

was one newspaper's description of negotiations in 1976

between Indonesia and Australia over the sea-bed boundary between Australia and East

Timor. Michael Richardson's article in the Aust.Financial Review (19 Oct. 1976)
suggested that Jakarta would offer the Australian government a boundary favorable to
Australia in exchange for the latters recognition of East Timor's incorporation into
Indonesia.
FRETILIN and supporters of East Timorese independence have objected to
these negotiations and have disputed the action of the West Australian government in
its granting of oil-search leases to Australian -based (mostly foreign) oil companies
for the sea-bed south of East Timor.

The following item provides a brief background to the sea-bed boundary dispute.
***************************

The sea-bed boundary

-

a brief history.

In October 1972, the Australian and Indonesian governments agreed on a sea-bed boundary
in the Timor Sea. At the beginning of the negotiations, Indonesia pressed for a line
mid-way between Australia and the southern edge of the Indonesian archipelago in that
area (called a "line of equidistance"). For reasons that are not clear, the Indonesian
government finally agreed to the Australian claim which put the line much closer to the
coast of Timor than the Australian coast.

(1)

The line these two governments drew had a gap in it - south of East Timor (at that time

a Portuguese colony). Portugal did not negotiate with Australia over the boundary,
preferring to wait for Law of the Sea Conference recommendations on the division of

continental shelves (2). The Portuguese believed that the line of equidistance should
mark the boundary and in December 1974, granted exploration rights to Oceanic Explor-

(Continued on page 9 -..)
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KEY:

"Lines of Equidistance."

Australia-Indonesia sea-bed boundary. Agreed October 1972.

Line claimed by Australia for Australia-East Timor boundary.
Denotes area claimed by both Australia and Portugal in 1974.
(This area now claimed by D.R.E.T. as East Timorese waters.)

(Map derived from "The Political Geography of Oceans", J.R.V. Prescott.
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

1975.)

OIL COMPANIES IN D.R.E.T. SEA - BED CLAIM

„
'•'#

m/

'

SEA

Bathurst
Island

Map shows sea-bed oil and gas exploration leases between Australia, East Timor
and Indonesia granted by Australian Federal and State governments. Dottedline box - the area claimed by the D.R.E.T. as East Timorese waters - was

derived from the map on page 8.
(Minor inaccuracies in our drawing of the
D.R.E.T. claim may incorrectly include leases NT/P8 and NT/P12 in the disputed
area - ed.).

LEASE NO,

WA-36-P

COMPANY

Woodside Petroleum Development Pty Ltd.*
Woodside Oil N.L.

Shell Development (Aust.) Pty Ltd.

EXPIRY DATE

2/6/1980

(18/5/1980)#

Mid-Eastern Oil N.L.

North West Shelf Development Pty Ltd.
B.P. Petroleum Development (Aust.) Pty Ltd

WA-74-P

Pelsart Oil N.L

24/6/1983 #

NT/P4

ARCO Australia Ltd.*

1/7/1980

Australian Aquitaine Petroleum Pty Ltd.
Esso Exploration and Production Aust. Inc

NT/P8
NT/PI1
NT/P12

Woodside Petroleum et. al. (as above for
lease WA-36-P).

9/9/1980

All information (except where noted) from: "Petroleum Exploration and Develop
ment Titles" (map and key). Department of National Resources, Canberra. l/l/'77
* indicates operator in the particular tenement
# Source: Petroleum Tenements Map. Dept. of Mines. W.A. Govt. 31/12/1977.
8
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(... Continued from page 7 )

ation (Denver, U.S.A.) in the disputed area (3).

This was despite an official protest

from the Whitlam government to Portugal when the latter's plans to grant leases in the
area were announced in March of that year (4). The Australian government had already
leased a large part of the same area to a foreign consortium - Arco/Aquitaine/Exxon (5)

The political developments in East Timor in 1975 - the U.D.T. coup, civil war, the with
drawal of the Portuguese government from mainland East Timor, Indonesian military infil
tration, FRETILIN'S declaration of independence and finally the full-scale Indonesian
invasion - prevented further developments between Australia and Portugal on the sea-bed
boundary dispute.
The current situation

The Australian government has continued to allow exploration leases in the disputed
area. In April 1977, the West Australian government granted leases to a W.A. company,
Pelsart Oil N.L.,areas earlier relinquished by Arco/Aquitaine/Exxon (6). Michael Rich
ardson reported in mid-1977 that Oceanic Exploration was seeking from Jakarta endorse
ment for leases granted to the company by Portugal in 1974 (7). Richardson speculated
that-Indonesia would reserve judgement on the application in order to pressure Aust
ralia to recognise East Timor's integration into Indonesia in exchange for a sea-bed
boundary favorable to Australia. In fact, Australia and Indonesia had begun negotia
tions on the boundary in October 1976 (8). Following opposition in Australia to the
talks and protests from FRETILIN (which claims the Portuguese position of "the line

of equidistance"), the Australian government claimed the negotiations had been suspended
(but they apparently continued).(9)
The future

With the Australian government's statement of January 20 this year that it recognizes
Indonesian "de facto" control of East Timor, the Australian and Indonesian governments
have moved a step closer to formally announcing a sea-bed boundary between Australia
and East Timor. There have been suggestions from FRETILIN and Australian supporters of
East Timor's independence that action could be taken through the U.N. and the Inter
national Court of Justice against an Australia-Indonesia agreement (.10).
In proposed articles for the Law of the Sea Convention (not yet finalised) are para
graphs relating to the development and use of marine resources. In an unpublished
paper on the case of East Timor, James Bridgman wrote in July 1977 (concerning the
Law of the Sea Convention):

"Where a dispute exists over the sovereignty of a territory under colonial
domination or foreign occupation, and where the United Nations recommends
specific solutions, the rights granted in the future convention are not to

be exercised without the prior consent of all parties to the dispute. Foreign
powers administering or purporting to administer or occupy a territory are
prohibited from benefitting or recieving profit from the territory." (li)
While history has shown that United Nations resolutions etc. are not binding on the
Australian and Indonesian governments, international law, as it stands, does appear to
offer an avenue to challenge the Australia-Indonesia government carve-up of sea-bed
resources claimed by East Timor.

___
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7 - All 46 Victorian Liberal, Labor and Australian Democrat candidates in

the

federal election agreed Australia could no longer afford to appease Indonesia
over its invasion of East Timor.

In a poll conducted by the Australia-East Timor Assoc

iation, almost all the candidates supported an end to the war in East Timor, the with
drawal of Indonesian troops and thereadmission of the international Red Cross. All held

the Labor government's performance over the issue to be unsatisfactory, and said they
were not satisfied it had adequately investigated the deaths of five Australian newsmen
at Balibo in 1975. However, Liberal and Australian Democrat candidates wanted to contin
ue financial aid to, and trade with, Indonesia, while Labor candidates totally rejected

continued military aid to Indonesia.

Dec.

(Age, 7.12.77)

8 - The Indonesian Defence Department confirmed that a group of armed men had killed

an American construction worker in Northern Sumatra a week before. A spokes
man described the attackers as "bandits armed with rifles and parangs". Other sources

claimed they were guerillas from the National Front for the Liberation of Aceh. The
Defence spokesman said the American was killed, and another wounded, when the armed group

opened fire at an airport 6 km west of the liquified natural gas project at Arun, in
^
Aceh province.
<Syd. Morning Herald, 9.12.77)
Dec. 14 - The A.C.T.U executive recommended that Australian maritime unions lift their

ban on handling Indonesian flagships.

Bob Hawke, ACTU president, said the ban

was "no longer justifiable". A similar recommendation to lift the ban in February 1977
was rejected by the 15 unions involved. Union leaders undertook to discuss the motion
with their executives, and report back to the ACTU in January. (On February 3rd it was
announced that the ban would be lifted. - Ed.)
(Age, 15.12.77)
JANUARY 1978

Jan.

5 - A FRETILIN radio message received in Darwin confirmed that Mariazinha RamosHorta, the 17-year-old sister of FRETILIN'S UN representative, was one of

about 20 people killed in an Indonesian attack on Bobonaro.

In New York, Mr Jose Ramos-

Horta said two Indonesian airforce planes hit the village with chemical bombs and sprays.
Ramos-Horta said his sister was in a schoolhouse with about 100 adults and children tak

ing part in a literacy programme when the attack came.
Jan.

(Age, 6.1.78)

9 - Opposition leader Bill Hayden said the Federal government's decision to refuse
a visa to Jose Ramos-Horta showed that it was frightened of any view other than

its own being put about East Timor. The Immigration Department refused the visa applic
ation claiming it was policy not to admit representatives of governments which the federal
government did not recognise. This policy had been decided 18 months ago, it said. Denis
Freney, Sydney CIET secretary, alleged the Prime Minister had overruled his Foreign Aff
airs Minister on Horta1s application. Freney said Peacock had stated in a radio interview
in December that he would have no objection to Horta privately visiting Australia*
tforta visited Australia twice during the first Fraser government. (Age, 10.1.78)

Jan. 12 - Foreign Affairs Minister Peacock confirmed that Australia's ambassador to Indonesia, Richard Woolcott, has been appointed ambassador to the Philippines.

His replacement is Tom K. Critchley, the present High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea.
Critchley has been High Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur and ambassador to Burma. A report
in the Australian claimed he is one of Foreign Affairs* "most senior officers" and had
represented Australia on the United Nations' Commission for Indonesia from 1949 - 51.
(Courier Mail, 13.1.78 & Aust'n,17.12.77)
The Posts and Telecommunications Department is drafting legislation which will empower

the government to license the possession, as well as the use, of radio transmitters. The
Radio Communications Bill - scheduled for parliament later this year - will make trans

mitters 'restricted products' and gives the government information about their ownership,
-10DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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location and purpose.

Government officials claimthat, at present, offenders are able

to dodge court proceedings or convictions because existing legislation only covers the
establishment, maintenance and use of 'prescribed radio equipment'. The officials say
that, had the possession of transmitters been more closely controlled, the 1976 FRETILIN
radio link between Darwin and East Timor would have been less likely to occur. However,
Graham Wilson, engineering director of the Public Broadcasting Association, said the
proposed bill had highly sinister overtones, and could even be extended to encompass
any transmitting device, such as a torch usuable for sending morse.

The Association

intends to raise the legislation with the Council for Civil Liberties. (Age, 12.1.78)
Jan. 13 - FRETILIN'S Information Officer in Australia, Chris Santos, released a letter
which claimed Indonesia was practising genocide in East Timor. The letter was

written by a Catholic priest, still in East Timor, in November 1977. It was smuggled out
and published by two Dominican nuns in Portugal. (See p.l for details) (Age, 14.1.78)
The government was accused of applying double standards over Vietnamese and Timorese ref

ugees by Shadow Immigration Minister Moss Cass. He said 2500 people in East Timor had
been nominated to come here by relatives in Australia. The federal government had set a
deadline of April 1977 for these nominations, but since that time, Cass claimed, the gov
ernment had not taken the next step of sending officials to East Timor to interview the

nominees. "The delay is disconcerting in view of the government's readiness to freely
accept Vietnamese political escapees," Cass said. Denis Freney (of Sydney CIET) claimed
the government was using the Timorese who wanted to come here as a handy political weapon
"to deter criticism of the Indonesian government."
(Age, 14.1.78)
Jan. 20 - The Australian government officially accepted Indonesia's takeover of East Timor.
Foreign Affairs Minister Peacock said it would be 'unrealistic' not to give de
facto recognition that East Timor was part of Indonesia. An Indonesian Foreign Office
spokesperson said Australia's willingness to see the reality in East Timor was 'hearten
ing', while Oppostion leader Hayden claimed the decision put Australia in direct conflict
with majority opinion in the United Nations. (See article on p.2) (Age & SMH, 21.1.78)
Jan. 22-23 - The recognition decision was attacked by a broad section of Australian
opinion including Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister Wriedt, former consul in
Dili Jim Dunn, D.R.E.T. Information Officer Chris Santos, Liberal politicians Dowd, Hodgman and Bonner, Victorian Labor leader Wilkes, the Australian Council for Overseas Aid,

the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace, and Rev. Dick Wootton of the Uniting Church.
150 people attended a protest rally in the Melbourne City Square on January 22nd. Many
people who attended a protest in Hobart's Franklin Square signed a petition to Prime Min
ister Fraser attacking the decision. ACT police were investigating the painting of the

slogans "Viva Timor Leste" and "Genocide OK ?" on the walls of the Foreign Affairs build
ing early in the morning of the 21st. (Age & SMH, 23.1.78; Age & Australian, 24.1.78)

RADIO

MESSAGES

FROM

EAST

TIMOR

:

October

1977

In The south border area of East Timor - around Bobonaro-Lolotoe-Zumalai-Mt.Taroman -

has been the site of an Indonesian encirclement and annihilation campaign involving
10,000 troops said Alarico Fernandes in a January 19 radio broadcast (East Timor News
26 Jan. 1978).

Radio messages over the last two months have indicated that the Indones^

ian offensive beginning in September 1977 has continued through the wet season. This
offensive, according to FRETILIN, has been bloody - particularly in the south border
region where Fernandes estimates that 2000 Indonesian troops and a similar number of

East Timorese have been killed.

These frank reports from East Timor make a mockery

of the Australian government's attempts to convey a picture of a 'settled' E. Timor.
We provide here day by day details of military events in East Timor derived from FRET
ILIN radio messages for October 1977.

For technical reasons, our record of radio mes

sages from East Timor'will remain a couple of months 'behind.' For regular, recent
Fretilin accounts of events in East Timor we suggest readers subscribe to "East Timor
News" (sub. details on page 12).
October

(R.M. denotes Radio Maubere).

1977

Heavy fighting around the towns of Bobonaro, in the south central border area, and
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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Atsabe, in the north west of the Territory, reported to be continuing.(RM, 2/10/77)

3

5-7

Several Indonesian soldiers were killed today when they detonated mines planted by
Fretilin forces in the Liquica area.
'(RM, 14/10/77)

On the outskirts of Bazartete village, 10 Indonesian soldiers were killed in a
series of clashes with Fretilin forces.

(RM, 14/10/77)

7

The areas of Liquica, Hatolia and Fatobesse were bombed today by Bronco OV-10's.
One child was killed and a few houses destroyed.
(RM, 14/10/77)

8

In what was reported as "a well planned grand coup", Fretilin forces wiped out 360
Indonesian soldiers stationed in the village of Tapo - only 10 km from the West

Timor border. Among the dead were listed 4 Indonesian officers, one of whom was of
high rank. A great deal of ammunition and war materials were captured by Fretilin.
Indonesian forces today launched a massive attack on the border region in the vicin
ity of Mt. Tapo. (No other details given)

Two clashes reported in the area of Ermera. One, on the outskirts of the village.it
self, saw 2 Indonesian soldiers killed; the other* to the south of Liquica aroundthe

village of Manosae, resulted in 5 Indonesian soldiers being killed. (RM, 14/10/77)
12 Around the centre of Malus-Hun, in the Soibada area,

12 Indonesian soldiers were

reported killed in a clash with Fretilin forces.

(RM, 14/10/77)

14 In reports of fighting given over Radio Maubere today, a total of 513 Indonesian

soldiers were listed as killed in more than 8 'battles', mostly in the border area

:^\

'^

near Tapo and Bobonaro. Fretilin casualties were reported as 12 killed and 'some'
wounded.

17 In the Tapo area, Fretilin forces today launched an attack against Indonesian posi
tions on the Marabo River.

others, wounded.

17 Indonesian soldiers were reported killed and several

Two vehicles were also destroyed in the operation. (RM,30/10/77)

21 In the Tutululu area 10 Indonesian soldiers were killed and many wounded in a clash
with FRETILIN forces in which FRETILIN suffered three wounded.

(RM, 9/11/77)

A total of 210 Indonesian soldiers were reported killed in a series of FRETILIN att

acks on Indonesian positions between Bobonaro and the border. (Over the past six
weeks Indonesian forces launched campaigns to capture a number of high-ground posit
ions in this area.

(RM,30/10/77)

22 Five Bronco OV-10's in combined operations with two bombers have daily been bombing

and machine gunning large areas near the border. Houses and cropshave been destroyed
and casualties caused among the civilian population - particularly women and children.

Helicopters are constantly flying over the area on reconnaisance flights.

i^p

(RM,22/10/77)

30 "The suffering of the people has now reached its limits.
are crowded with Indonesian wounded. "

The hospitals in Dili
(RM,30/10/77)
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