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FOHO RAMELAU
Eh, Mount Ramelau, Mount Ramelau,
What is higher than your peak ?

What is greater than your majesty ?
Why, Timor,

is your head forever bowed ?

Why,
Why,
Why,

are your children enslaved ?
do your children doze like chickens ?
do your children doze like slaves ?

Timor,
Timor,
Timor,

Awake!

The

Awake!

A

foot of

the mountain

i

white

new sun has arisen

Open your eyes!
Open your eyes!

A new sun is over your village,
A new sun is over our land.

Awake!

Take the reins of your own horse,

Awake!

Take command of our

land!

here,a translation from the original Tetum (1), is a 1974 poem by
FOHO RAMELAU
Fransisco Borja da Costa, an East Timorese nationalist killed by Indonesian forces in

f. .continued over page)
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(continued from page 1

)

the first days of the invasion. In a recent work, Helen Hill discusses the emphasis

A.S.D.T. (later FRETILIN) placed on cultural forms (e.g. songs) to spread its message.
" Many traditional Timorese songs and poems which had been half forgotten or never
travelled outside of their area of origin were revived by Borja da Costa and Abilio
Araujo (during 1974). "

"...the second verse refers to the dawning of the day as it appears
a mountain; the new day, according to Araujo and Borja da Costa,
which heralds the end of the colonial night,
And in the final verse, the image is
familiar to Timorese who are accustomed to leading the horses of Portuguese colonial
officials.
'Take the reins of your own horse'
encapsulated the ASDT/FRETILIN mess
age to the people of villages in those early months. Originally intended to be
taught as part of the literacy programme, Foho Ramelau spread much faster than the
literacy programme, and by the end of 1974 could be heard throughout East Timor

Of Foho Ramelau!

on the side of

even in areas where Tetum is not spoken. "
References

Fransisco Borja da Costa, "Revolutionary poems in the struggle against colonialism" .
edited by Jill Jolliffe.
Sydney, Wild S Woolley, 1976. p.20 - 21.

Helen Hill, "FRETILIN: the origins, ideologies and strategies of a nationalist
movement in East Timor."

EAST TIMOR:

(J

Thesis, M.A., Politics Department, Monash University, 1978.

A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT?

"We will never compromise with the alienation of the smallest part of our motherland ..
East Timor is not a colony of Indonesia and will never be a neo-colony. First
because Indonesia does not have the economic capacity to maintain neo-colonies. Second
because that is certainly not what we are fighting for." (1)
These words, taken from D.R.E.T. President Nicolau Lobato's speech of May 20, 1978 (the
fourth anniversary of the founding of FRETILIN), provide a backdrop to the announcement
by Liberal M.H.R. Michael Hodgman on May 11 that negotiations to end the war in East
Timor may begin soon.

(2)

Hodgman Statement.

In a speech to parliament, Hodgman claimed that
there was to have been a meeting in New York on
April 15 between D.R.E.T. Representative to the

The war appears to be a stalemate. Fretilin cannot force
Indonesia out of East Timor militarily, while Indonesia ap
parently cannot defeat Fretilin—at least not in the near
future and not without an even greater commitment of

^

troops and resources. And such a commitment would have to
be made by Indonesia without any firm assurance ofsuccess.

United Nations, Jose Ramos-Horta and an Indonesian

army general (later named as Major-General Benny
Murdani - a key figure in the Indonesian invasion

force (3)) .

The meeting did not occur, said Hodg

man, but was expected to happen in the near future
'on neutral territory.'

Top Indonesian generals are known to be concerned

about the costs of continuing the war and are discouraged
about the prospects of winning. Reports suggest that some of
the generals may be willing to pursue a negotiated settlement

of the war And talks with knowledgeable diplomats suggest
that Fretilin is also interested in negotiations. These sources
say that Fretilin is apparently willing to make concessions to
Indonesia to secure withdrawal of Indonesian forces from

Hodgman cited an article by American writer Bann

East Timor and self-determination. Fretilin leaders are said

ing Garrett (see box opposite), suggesting that

the world between two powerful non^communist nations-

it described the context for talks between FRET

ILIN and certain Indonesian generals. He went on
to suggest that if talks for a negotiated settle
ment began, the Australian government should play
an active role with foreign minister Andrew Pea

to recognise that East Timor is located in an isolated part of
Indonesia and Australia—and that the East Timorese must

ultimately live and work with their neighbours. Fretilin is
thought to be willing to consider licensed exploitation, by
Indonesia of its natural resources, including offshore oil re
serves. Fretilin may also be willing to agree to close econ
omic ties with Indonesia, and to abstain from supporting
separatist movements in the vast Indonesian archipelago

cock as chairman-mediator; that there should be

a cease-fire and withdrawal of both sides to pro
claimed areas and a U.N. peace-keeping force be
sent to East Timor.

From: "Indonesians troubles

in Timor3 " International
Bulletin,
13 March 1978.

FRETILIN Responses:

Inside East Timor, Nicolau Lobato's May 20 speech

(which made calls for East Timorese_2'
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unity and described a recent major victory against Indonesian forces - see box below),
discounted the possibility of economic concessions to Indonesia as outlined in the
Banning Garrett article. Immediately following Lobato's speech, the text of a statement
endorsed by the FRETILIN Political Committee in May 1977, was read over Radio Maubere.t
It said in part:

"
whenever the enemy gives away and, seeks for conversations or negotiations, it
doesnrt mean
that the enemy has a lovely dream with us. This happens because the
struggle for national liberation itself has forced the enemy to do so. Its because the
enemy is feeling weak and impotent to militarily achieve its purpose." (4)
Alarico Fernandes, D.R.E.T. Minister of Information and National Security told Labor
M.H.R.

Ken Fry on May 21,

1978:

"We tell again that: negotiations never, because the freedom of the people is not a
matter for negotiations
the best way for the corrupt Jakarta generals is to
withdraw immediately; total and unconditional withdrawal of all their troops from the
Democratic Republic of East Timor

"

(5)

EXCERPTS FROM D.R.E.T, PRESIDENT NICOLAU LOBATO'S SPEECH

MAY 20, 1978
For about three years our

The tenacious resistance of

country has suffered continuous
aggression from Suharto's criminal

Falintil which replied ,blcw for
blow, to the enemy's troops, turned

forces.

into desperate men the

However, the flag of Fretilin
and the flag of the Democratic
Republic of East Timor still
flutter over the major part of our
Motherland which we are rebuilding
with our sweat, and the blood of
our heroes who have fallen on the

corrupt Jakarta generals, who
led by Suharto, want to continue

battlefield.

This means the struggle cont

inues, despite the lying propaganda
of Suharto and his clique of corrupt
ganerals in Jakarta,who aim to

deny the reality and the unequalled
struggle of the Maubere people,
and stop the world understanding
it.

the war in East Timor.

There is only a single truth:
the sole master of East Timor is

the East Timorese people....
The Jakarta generals should
now be aware of the great mistake

they made in their foreign policy,
and try to resolve this error by
the unconditional withdrawal of their

murderous troops from the territory
of the Democratic Republic of East
Timor.. , , .

It is about nine months since

the enemy launched its first big
campaign of encirclement and

annihilation . a campaign worthy of
respect.

However, despite the impress

ive size of this campaign, full of
th&. noise of the machines of war,
this campaign is irremediably
sinking in the frontier regions.
The determination and initiative
of the masses in the two frontier

sectors are offering such resist
ance that the bloody-handed '
murdering Indonesian generals
thought impossible and could not

even imagine.

clique of

The experience

of other revol

utionary peoples,as well as our
own experience , shows that the
enemy will never be convinced by
reason. After this failed campaign
it will try another and so an, to

its complete defeat. Only then
will the enemy be defeated and

convinced , for the enemy must first
be defeated before it will be conv
inced. ....

With all our strength, we
proclaim loud and clear : our

struggle continues and victory is
certain I

Mari Alkatiri,' D.R.E.T. Minister for External Relations (based in Maputo, Mozambique) ,
when asked for a response to Hodgman's speech said:

"Ramos-Borta is the representative of FRETILIN and the government at the United Nations,

and he is living in New York. I gave him precise instructions to dialogue with everyone,
even with the Indonesians. So it is probable that Ben Murdani got in touch with RamosBorta to exchange impressions. The diplomatic struggle requires this
In his speech, Michael Hodgman had said he was "aware that there has been argument
whether a settlement negotiated by the representatives of FRETILIN outside East Timor

would be accepted by the FRETILIN forces inside East Timor.*

Mari Alkatiri responded:

"The external front is the spokesman of the Central Committee and therefore can never

take positions that are not those of the_^leading body. If any agreement is arranged with
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

any other force, it must be with the total and previous acceptance of the Central Comm
ittee. To think that the external front has the power to arrange agreements without the
previous acceptance of the Central Committee would not only be ridiculous, but also Uto
pian. The leadership of FRETILIN and the government of the Democratic Republic of East
Timor is inside the country and never in the outside world. " (6)
Conclusion:

Despite an official denial (7), it seems certain that some Indonesian generals are seek
ing talks with FRETILIN - a sign that the Indonesian army is not succeeding militarily
in East Timor. Whether those generals are indeed seeking to withdraw from East Timor
in exchange for close treaty ties and economic concessions, or are attempting to
create divisions within FRETILIN and supporters of East Timorese independence by propos
ing a means to 'end the war' , remains to be seen.
Whatever their aims may be, the
position of FRETILIN appears to be unchanged - that is, no negotiations without the com
plete withdrawal of Indonesian troops from the territory of East Timor.

SOURCES:

Speech by Nicolau Lobato, broadcast over Radio Maubere, May 20, 1978. Unofficial
translation reprinted in East Timor Newst No.34, June 1, 1978.

1.

2. Michael Hodgman. Grievance debate, House of Representatives, 11 May, 1978.

3. "A.M." A.B.C. Radio, 19 May, 1978.

4.

,.-^

'Text of analysis of Department of Political and Ideological Orientation of the FRET- w
ILIN Central Committee on "The national liberation movement, imperialism and the

puppet parties" as endorsed by the Supreme Council of Struggle and FRETILIN polit
ical Committee meeting held on May 20,1977. ' C.I.E.T. (Syd.) roneo. (uncorrected text).
5. Transcript of interview between Ken Fry, Labor MHR with Minister Alarico Fernandes,
on May 21, 1978. CIET (Syd.) roneo. May 24, 1978.
6. "Alkatiri on Hodgman speech" , East Timor News No. 33, May 18, 1978
7. "Indonesia denies talks with Fretilin." The Herald (Melb.), 19 May, 1978.

Index

T.I.S. Nos. 1-24

This index serves two functions. It is a guide to material printed in T.I.S. which we

have grouped into ten sections (see key below). It is also a guide to the many aspects
of the East Timor issue which have not been given adequate coverage by T.I.S.
Topics which we hope to cover in greater detail in future issues of T.I.S. include a

history of East Timor during colonial times, the development of political groups in East^
Timor after 1974 (FRETILIN in particular), details of day-to-day life of the East Tim
orese - their customs, economies, songs etc., the work of supporters of East Timorese

independence in the outside world - in particular, Australian support groups, unions etc.
Your comments, criticisms, suggestions
on past and future issues of T.I.S.
are invited and will be welcomed.
****************

KEY

TO

INDEX

INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS

How to use this index:

EAST TIMOR - BACKGROUND

In each of the ten sections, titles

RADIO MESSAGES

of

NON-FRETILIN REPORTS ON

T.I.S.

articles

relevant to the

....

5

...

6

E.T.

6
7
8
9

FROM E.T.

section are listed under the section
introduction.

INSIDE EAST TIMOR
AUSTRALIAN

GOVERNMENTS AND E

Where relevant, we have also added
other section or article references

and selected chronology items. The
chronology items are listed by issue
number (underlined) followed by the
item date - e.g. 9/10: April 6 in

AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS

MILITARY AID TO

INTERESTS

INDONESIA

.

10

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS

11

MISCELLANEOUS

11

,,

dicates April 6 item in the chron

ology section of T.I.S. No.
9/10.
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INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS:
The Indonesian government began military operations in East Timor almost three mpnths
before the major invasion of December 7, 1975. Propaganda broadcasts over Indonesian
government-controlled radio stations in West Timor, advocating East Timor's integration

into Indonesia, began late in 1974 as did financial and moral support for the integrationist party, APODETI. Writers such as Jim Dunn have presented evidence that the Jakarta
regime decided in October 1974 that East Timor should be incorporated into Indonesia (see

East Timor - from Portuguese colonialism to Indonesian integration, j.s. Dunn, Legis
lative Research Service, Canberra. September 1977).

Almost all material in T.I.S. covers some aspect of the Indonesian government's actions
in East Timor. The material grouped in this section details the Indonesian under-cover

war in East Timor in late 1975 and its attempts to rewrite the history of its own designs

on East Timor.

(A number of official Indonesian government publications have recently

been brought to our attention - we will review them in future issues of T.I.S.).

(Indonesia is fighting in Timor.

No.l.

Embassy asks Indonesians to spy on Australians

No.9/10.

Jose Martins defects - does the 'provisional government exist?
Before the invasion -

Indonesian operations.

No.9/10

No,16/17.

International Red Cross wants to return to East Timor.

Indonesian government rewrites history: a review.

No.22.

No.24.

See also:- Radio messages from East Timor, non-FRETILIN reports on East

Timor and Chronology items as follows:-

2_: Nov.25, Dec.1,2 ; Ai Dec.2-14,

5_: Dec.16-26 ; 7_: Jan.9,13,15,23 ; 9/10: Feb.27 ; 11/12: April 25,28,30, May 6,3,25-31,
June 1,6,16,22-24 ; 13: July 15,17,24-26 ; 14/15: Aug.11,15, Sept.7 ; 16/17: Oct.28,

Nov.21 ; 18/19: Jan.30, Feb.20, March 15 ; 20/21: April 16 ; 22: Aug.16,25 Sept.4,6,
Oct.20,

Nov29.

EAST TIMOR

-

BACKGROUND

Timor Information Service began publication less than one month before the major Indon
esian invasion of December 7, 1975. Since that time, T.I.S. has attempted to provide
readers with analysis and detail of the day-to-day events concerning that invasion.
However, we have provided very little in the way of a history of East Timor during
colonial times the nature of Portuguese rule in the colony and East Timorese resis
tance to that rule. We have not presented descriptions of East Timorese life - customs,
economies, stories and songs. Neither have we provided details of the development of
political groups in East Timor from 19 74 - in particular the origins of FRETILIN. We
hope to make some contributions to these topics in future issues of T.I.S.

The following items in T.I.S. provide a sketchy background to the current situation in
East Timor:-

East Timor -

a

Portuguese colony.

Timor conference

No.l

(speech by Jose Ramos Horta).

David Scott at the U.N.

-

Does the UDT exist?

FRETILIN'S Rogerio Lobato -

an interview.

Facts on sea-bed boundary dispute.
Politics in colonial East Timor:

No.2
No.8

No.18/19

No.23

the Quelicai region.
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MESSAGES FROM EAST TI

Despite active opposition from the Australian Liberal government, a vital radio link
between East Timor and the outside world has been maintained in the Northern Territory.
Radio information from FRETILIN - through two-way contact, wireless messages and Radio
Maubere broadcasts -

is the most regular source of information from East Timor.

The information from FRETILIN has been confirmed in broad detail by non-FRETILIN sources
in East Timor and Indonesia. Certain specific claims by FRETILIN have been directly
confirmed ( e.g. - Australian journalist Richard Carleton, who visited East Timor in

July 1977, confirmed the FRETILIN claim that it controlled Remexio,

just 15 kilometres

from Dili).

The combined English language material of two and-a-half years of radio information

provides considerable detail of military events in East Timor but only sketchy inform
ation on life in FRETILIN-held areas i.e. details of food production, health care,
education, political work etc.
No individual organisation or government has been able

to provide consistent information which discounts FRETILIN claims on developments in
East Timor.
***************

Radio information from East Timor,

recorded as i t has come to hand

can be

found

in the following issues of T.I.S.:19 75

Dec.7

-

Dec.15

Dec.19 Dec.29

Dec.27

No.4

19 76

No.5

Dec.1

Jan.2
Jan.14

-

Nov.17

No.16/17
No.18/19

Dec.31

No.6
1977

1976

Oct.21

-

Jan.11
-

Jan.29

Feb.13 -

Feb.?

March 5
May 5 July 10
Aug.16 -

- May 6
June 2 3
- Aug.5
Oct.17

No. 6
No. 7

No. 8

No.9/10
No.11/12
No. 13

1978

No.14/15

Jan.l - Jan.31
No.18/19
Feb.l - June 29
No.20/21
July 1 - Sept.30
No.22
Oct.l

-

Oct.30

No.23

Nov.l

-

Dec.22

No.24

Jan. 1

Jan.31

Feb.l

March

No. 24

31

No. 25

(Until November 1976, T.I.S. reproduced all messages from East Timor coming via Telecom
Australia.
Following the Australian government order ceasing this service, T.I.S record
ing of radio information attempts to summarise the day-to-day events in East Timor as
told over Radio Maubere or through two-way contact.)

NON - FRETILIN REPORTS ON EAST TIMOR
The two major sources of information on the situation in East Timor have been the radio
messages/broadcasts from FRETILIN and the increasing stream of letters and reports from
individuals and Church sources in East Timor and Indonesia.

(Information from the Indo

nesian government in the form of official statements and publications ranges from vague

to plain false. The Australian government provides almost no information to the public)
The letters and reports come from a variety of sources. Some of them are written by
individuals who are not necessarily opponents of the Indonesian presence in East Timor
and certainly not FRETILIN supporters. However, almost all these reports have the
following points in common:the war of resistance continues

in East Timor

very few East Timorese support the Indonesian presence
people in Indonesian -controlled areas of East Timor are living in conditions of

starvation and very harsh treatment.

_6_

(continued on p. 7)
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(continued from p. 6)
actual Indonesian control of the territory extends only a small distance outside
a number of former Portuguese administration posts.
The following reports and letters provide a valuable source of information on the situ
ation in East Timor. Most of the writers are known to T.I.S. workers.
For obvious
reasons, most of the reports are recorded anonymously.

Letters from Dili -

eye witness accounts on Indon. invasion.

Letter from Indonesia -

No.9/10

Indonesian government's lies exposed.

No.9/10

Jose Martins defects - does the 'provisional government exist?

No.9/10

Indonesian army in East Timor - internal fighting and defections.
Letters from Indonesia - East Timor fights on.
Before the invasion -

Indonesian operations.

FRETILIN accounts confirmed Jim Dunn report -

a summary.

Behind Jakarta's propaganda -

No.14/15
No.16/17

independent report.

No.16/17'

No.18/19

reports from Java.

No.18/19

Life in Indonesian-controlled areas of East Timor.
More

letters

from East Timor.

Letters

from East Timor.

INSIDE

EAST

No.13

No.20/21

No.23

No.24

TIMOR

East Timor has been effectively isolated from the outside world since 7 December, 1975.
The absence of detailed, independent, first-hand accounts of the situation in East
Timor - the military situation, life in Indonesian and FRETILIN- held areas - makes an
accurate assessment of the situation inside East Timor impossible.
The items listed here can only be seen as contributing pieces to the total picture of the
situation inside the country.

Horrifying atrocity in East Timor.

No. 8

Radio Maubere - voice of the Democratic Republic of East Timor.
The Indonesian invasion - has i t failed?

No.11/12

No.11/12

Indonesian army in East Timor - internal fighting and defections.
East Timor: The current situation.
Rogerio Lobato interviewed.

Xavier do Amaral arrested.

No.13

No.16/17

No.18/19

No.20/21

See also: Radio messages from East Timor, non-FRETILIN reports on East l

Timor and Chronology items as follows:-

2_z Nov. 25-30, Dec. 1-3 ; 13:

July 18 ; 14/15: Aug.25 ; 18/19: Jan. 13 ; 20/21; April 1 ; 22: July 28,
Sept.13,14

;

23: Jan.13

.
-7-

DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

INDEX :

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS

-

T.I.S.

Numbers 1 - 24

STATED POLICIES versus ACT IONS

In terms of government actions, there has been little difference in the attitudes of

the Labor government under Whitlam and Fraser's Liberal/Country Party government.
Despite considerable dissent within
the Parliamentary Labor party (and many State
branches) in 19 75, the Whitlam government took no action against Indonesian government
moves on East Timor. This was shown most clearly by the Labor government's cover-up
of Indonesia's military, incursions into East Timor from September 1975. The Labor
Party, in opposition since Nov. 11, 1975, now has a stated policy calling for the with
drawal of Indonesian troops from East Timor, suspension of military aid to Indonesia
until such withdrawal and free communications between East Timor and Australia.

On January 20, 1978, the Australian Liberal government formally announced that it rec

ognized Indonesian ' de facto1 control of East Timor.

Prior to this event, T.I.S. had

argued that despite the government's stated policy of opposition to the Indonesian

invasion, through its seizure of radio transmitters in Darwin, the prevention of aid
boats going to East Timor, the refusal to grant visas for FRETILIN officials to visit

Australia, the government had actually aided the Indonesian government's attempts to

,^

isolate East Timor. With a couple of exceptions on the 'backbench' , there has been no w
significant dissent within government ranks on this policy.
While close relations with the current military government in Jakarta remains a central

point in the thinking of the Departments of Foreign Affairs and Defence - expressed
in Liberal and Labor government policies of close intelligence links with Jakarta,
support for Australian private investment in Indonesia and military aid and 'defense

cooperation' with Jakarta - it is difficult to foresee any Australian government seri
ously challenging Indonesian government aims in the archipelago.
*********************

The following items provide greatest detail on the actions of the Liberal/Country Party
government - which came to power in Australia on November 11, 1975, less than one
month before the major Indonesian invasion of East Timor:-

LIBERAL/COUNTRY PARTY GOVERNMENT

The Australian government washes its hands of Timor.

No.3

Australian government supports Indonesia in East Timor.

No.7

C\

U.N. Security Council - Australian government plays dubious role. No.11/12
Australian government seizes another FRETILIN radio.
No.14/15
Malcolm Fraser in Jakarta - de facto recognition?
No.14/15
Australia and East Timor - the Liberal government.
No.16/17
Australia admits East Timor policy
Journalists slam Fraser policy.

No.23
No.23

Horta criticises Fraser government visa refusal.

See also:

No.23

"U.N. envoy Winspeare Guicciardi - did he tell all?"

No.9/10,

"Australian government stops Telecom messages No.16/17 (page 15). "U.S.
aid to Indonesia - will it stop?" No. 18/19 (page 19) and Chronology
items as follows:- 2z Nov.30, Dec.3 ; 6: Dec.30, Jan.5 ; T: Jan. 16,20,22,25 ;
8: Jan.26, Feb.3,11,12 ; 9/10: Feb.19, April 1,14,16 ; 11/12: April 27,29, May 17, June

1,23 ; 13: July 20 ; 14/15: Sept.16,27, Oct.3-6,8-13,15 ; 16/17: 0ct.2p, Nov.14,17 ;
18/19: Feb.9, March 17,21 ; 20/21: April 15,27, May 9,25,26, June 2 ; 22: Aug.10,17 ;
23_: Jan.9,12,20 ; 24: Feb.22, March 6,25 .
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LABOR GOVERNMENT

Australia and East Timor - the Labor government.
No.16/17
See also:- "Australian actions" and "Five Australian newsmen killed" in
T.I.S.

GENERAL

No.l

(both governments, individual politicians etc.)

Australian MP's call for cessation of aid to Indonesia.
No.11/12
Australia-Indonesia ambassadors - an intelligence 'merry-go-round.1 No.13
Facts on sea-bed boundary dispute.

No.23

See also: Index section on Military aid to Indonesia and Chronology
#items as follows:- 8: Jan. 30 ; 9/10: March 16, April 7-11 ; 11/12: May 1, Junel4 ;
14/15: Aug.31 ; 18/19: Jan.13,26,28,30, Feb.24,25, March 11,22 ; 20/21: April 25, May
2-5 ; 22\ July 7,8, Aug 31, Sept.21, Oct.4,12 ; 23^ Dec.7

AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS INTERESTS

( a.i.b.c.c, oil etc.)

Since 1967, some forty Australian-based companies have made direct investments in

Indonesia totalling almost $200 million. Half of these companies are known to be
members of the Australia - Indonesia Business Cooperation Committee (A.I.B.C.C.).
The A.I.B.C.C. has supported the Indonesian government

invasion of East Timor

and has lobbied the Australian government, urging Australian government recognition
of East Timor's integration into Indonesia.

In East Timor itself, Australian mining companies have shown interest in East Timor
since before World War 11. In 1941, Australia's first (unofficial) Consul to East

Timor, David Ross, sent manganese samples to B.H.P. and Eveready Batteries in Aust

ralia. B.H.P. , Timor Oil and the Australian-based Woodside-Burmah oil company held
leases in East Timor prior to August 1975. The area was regarded as "promising", a
description which challenges the claim that an independent East Timor could not support
itself.

The following T.I.S. articles provide details of the actions and membership of the
A.I.B.C.C, Australian investment in Indonesia and a history of the dispute over the
sea-bed boundary between Australia and Timor:-

A.I.B.C.C. cable to Australian government.
War

loans?

No.6

No.8

Australian businessmen support Indonesian invasion.
Australian investment in Indonesia.

No.14/15

No.14/15

Oil in Indonesia and East Timor - Australian interests.

No.14/15

Australia-Indonesia Business Cooperation Committee - Who's on it? No.20/21
The dollar diplomacy of Australian foreign policy.
Facts on sea-bed boundary dispute.

No.20/21

No.23
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MILITARY AID TO INDONESIA
The U.S.A. continues to be the major arms supplier to the Indonesian government.
Since
1966, the U.S. government has given or sold equipment to Indonesia valued in excess of
$250 million.
U.S. military aid for 1978 is over $40 million, mostly in the form of
military sales credits ( for the purchase of 16 F-5E fighter planes according to The
Australian, May 11, 1978). The Indonesian government is currently engaged in an up-grad
ing of its military hardware with the following countries as potential or confirmed
HELEN MEYNER:

"Did you use American arms in anything you did in East Timor?

GENERAL BENNY MURDANI:

"Of course, because ninety percent of our aid is
from the United States'."

Source: "Broadband", A.B.C. Radio, May 4, 1977. Helen Meyner, U.S. Congress-

woman,was given a short guided tour of East Timor in April,1977.
suppliers:- Britain ( Hawk ground attack/trainer aircraft), Holland (Fokker F-27 troopcarrying aircraft, and 3 corvette ships), South Korea (fast patrol ships). West Germany
( 2 submarines and 'Palau MCM1 ships), Yugoslavia (sales credits), France (Exocet shipto-ship missiles) as well as licensed production in Indonesia of West German BO-105

helicopters and Spanish Casa 212 light transport aircraft. {Sources: National Times,

May30-June4, 1977; Pacific Defence Reporter Year Book, 1977; fReport from Asia, A.B.C.
Radio, March 13, 1977; East Timor Information Bulletin (U.K.), May 1978).
Australian Liberal and Labor governments have budgeted just under $50 million in
direct grants of military aid to Indonesia in the period 1972-1978. Recently, Defense
minister Killen was reported as saying that 'to the best of his knowledge, Australian

military hardware was not being used in East Timor. Australian government military
aid to Indonesia suitable for use in East Timor includes patrol boats, Nomad aircraft,

radio transceivers, helicopters and mobile workshops for road-side repair of military
vehicles. Whether or not Australian military aid is used directly in East timor, that
aid is a component of the overall capacity of the Indonesian armed forces.

LjjJI

**********************

The following items in T.I.S. mainly provide details of Australian and American milit
ary support for the Indonesian government:-

Australian military aid to Indonesia.
U.S. military aid to Indonesia.

No.9/10

No.11/12

Australian'military aid to Indonesia.

No.13

West German military aid to Indonesia.

No.13

U.S. aid to Indonesia - will i t stop?

No.18/19

See also following Chronology items:

ix Jan.21 ; 14/15: Sept.15 ; 18/19: Feb.4,

9,14, March 18,24 ; 20/21: April 28 ; 24: Feb.16, March 25 .

BACK ISSUES:

Back issues of T.I.S.

-^^———

available as photocopies only - at $5 a set (including

postage).
________

are available.

Issues 1-12 are

Issues 13-24 are available at $4 a set (in-

eludes some photocopies)
.
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CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS
The chronology section of each T.I.S. is composed of brief summaries of news items relat
ing to East Timor - being derived mainly from Australian newspapers. We have contin
ually found the chronology to be a valuable reference point in our work. The recent

inclusion of topic headings to each item { the suggestion of a reader) hopefully makes
this section more accesible.

Periods covered in each issue of T.I.S. are as follows:-

1975

Nov.25 - Dec.3

No.2

Dec.2 - Dec.14

1976

No.4

Dec.16 - Dec.26

No.5

Dec.28 - Dec.31

No.6

1977

Aug.5 - Oct.18

No.14/15

Oct.18 - Dec.3

No.16/17

Jan.7 - March 24
April 1 - June 29

1976

Jan.l - Jan.6

No.6

Jan.8 - Jan.28
Jan.26

-

July 7 - Nov.30

No.7

Feb.19

Dec.7 - Dec.14

No.18/19
No.20/21

No.22
No.23

No.8

Feb.19 - April 22
No.9/10
April 22 - June 24
No.11/12
June 26 - Aug.4
No.13

19 78

Jan.5 - Jan.23
No.23
Feb.2 - March 25
No.24

MISCELLANEOUS
l

Australian support groups, union actions etc.
T.I.S. has provided few details of international action in support of the East Timorese.
The following list of chronology items is only a small indicator of Australian peoples
actions in support of East Timorese independence:-

i: Dec.3 ; 5_: Dec. 17 ; 6: Dec.30, Jan.7 ; 7_: Jan.9,20 ; 8: Jan.30, Feb. 3,9, 15,19 ;
9/10: Feb.26,27, April3,20,21 ; 11/12: April 23,26, Mayl2-17, June 3 ; 13: June 26,
Tuly 19 '* 14/15: Aug.17,20, Oct.12,14 ; 16/17: Dec.6 ; 18/19: Jan.31, March 11 ;
20/21: April 6,12-15, May 7,22, June 20 ; 22: Sept. 1 ; 23: Dec. 14, Jan.22 ; 24: Feb.2
UNITED NATIONS

Three United Nations General Assembly and two U.N. Security Council resolutions since
December 12,

1975, have called for an Indonesian withdrawal

from East Timor -

dismissed by Indonesia because East Timor is an 'internal matter'

resolutions

of Indonesia's.

Our section on the U.N. includes the listing of dates and basic texts of the various
resolutions (as chronology items) and a critique of the report of U.N. special envoy
Winspeare Guicciardi who visited East Timor in January 19 76.

U.N. Envoy Winspeare Guicciardi -

Chronology items:-

No.9/10

4: Dec.3,4,13 ; 5_: Dec.23,26 ; 11/12: April 22 ; 16/17: Nov.18,
Dec.l ;

DEATH OF AUSTRALIAN

did he tell all?

22:

Nov.

11,28,30.

JOURNALISTS:

While the exact details of the deaths of five Australian newsmen at Balibo on October

16, 1975 will probably never be revealed, the accumulated evidence points clearly to
Indonesian military responsibility for the deaths. In the near future, we will provide
a

detailed summation of this

evidence.

The following items are a brief indicator of information that has come to hand over
the past two years:Five Australian newsmen killed.

Jim Dunn report Chronology items:-

a summary

No.20/21

9/10: March 2, April 7 ; 11/12: April 25,26, May 5,12, June 17 ;
18/19: Feb.l ; 20/21: May 2,6 ; 22_: July 21,26, Sept.30 ; 2£: Feb.9

*•—^——^^—••—•—^—i
u.

No.l
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CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING EAST TIMOR: april 4 - june 2, '78
April 4 - MILITARY AID British Aerospace
signed a contract to supply Indonesia with
8 Hawk ground attack/trainer aircraft. The
contract is worth

25m. and covers supply

of the planes and training programs for
pilots and engineers. The British C.I.E.T.
newsletter comments: "These planes will

be particularly suitable for use in East
Timor. They are designed to strafe at low
levels, carrying rockets, cluster and fire
bombs, in addition to a host of other
weaponry." Indonesia already uses US -

supplied Bronco OV-lOs for anti-guerilla
actions in East Timor and West Irian.

British CIET has protested the deal and
called for a worldwide protest campaign.

(East Timor News, no.32, May 4, 1978;

East Timor Information Bulletin, no.13,May 1978)

On May 11, the Australian reported that the US had agreed to sell Indonesia 16 F-5E
fighters.

ECONOMIC AID The Foreign Minister, Mr Peacock, said Australia "would con
sider requests from the Indonesian authorities for economic assistance to

East Timor." He was replying to a question on notice from Senator Kilgarrif.
(Hansard, Senate, 4.4.78)
April 5

RECOGNITION

In a farewell statement in Jakarta, Australia's outgoing am

bassador Woolcptt said he thought good relations with Indonesia would dev

elop further, particularly after Canberra's recognition of East Timor's incorporation
into Indonesia.

(Canberra Times, 6.4.78)

Senate Opposition leader Wriedt predicted that the recognition decision would
lead to continuing troubled relations with Indonesia, and small nations in the region.
The decision, he said, was wrongful, misconceived, and directly contradicted UN resol
utions on East Timor.

REFUGEES

(Age, 6.4.78)

According to Indonesia's Foreign Minister, talks between Australian

and Indonesian officials on East Timorese refugees wishing to settle in Aust

ralia would resume "probably next month. The time has come to make use of Australia's
recognition (decision)," Mr Mochtar said.
(Herald, 5.4.78)
(Action on family reunions was promised over 12 months ago; see also May 10 item in
this chronology. - ed.)

April 11 - SEA BED BOUNDARY The Foreign Affairs Minister confirmed that a sea bed
boundary between Australia and East Timor had been "touched on" in recent
discussions with Indonesia. However, offshore petroleum exploration permits between
Australia and East Timor had not been considered, he said, replying to a question on
notice from Mr Whitlam.
(Canberra Times, 12.4.78)
(See chronology item 6.3.78 in T.I.S. no.24 )

April 18 - AMNESTY Lopez da Cruz, the Indonesian-appointed deputy governor of East
Timor, claimed that 100,000 FRETILIN supporters had surrendered in the last
two years. Of these, 60.000 gave themselves up following an Indonesian amnesty offer

in August 1977.

He denied that Indonesian troops still tightly guarded the territory.

(However, the Indonesian government still refuses to allow independent observers to
visit East Timor - see chronology item May 30.)

(Age, 19.4.78)

12

DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

April 25 - MILITARY AID The Defence Minister Mr Killen told reporter Michael Richard
son that "to the best of his knowledge" Indonesia was honouring an agree
ment that Australian-supplied military equipment would not be used in East Timor.

Richardson claimed that in the second half of 1975 Australia reached an understanding
with Jakarta that equipment supplied under the defence cooperation scheme would not be
deployed in East Timor. (The material includes a squadron of Sabre jets, Nomad aircraft
patrol boats and helicopters. )
(Age, 25.4.78)
April 28 - WEST TIMOR An MP report from Paris quoted Jose Ramos-Horta, FRETILIN'S
UN representative, as saying that guerrillas opposed to Indonesia's rule
in East Timor had many times attacked Atambua in West Timor. Horta said that in East

Timor, 400 Indonesian soldiers had been captured and 200 others had deserted; there

was growing discontent in military circles in Jakarta because of repeated set-backs in
the East Timor operation.

The D.R.E.T., Horta said, was still ready to negotiate an agreement with Indonesia, pro
vided all Indonesian troops were withdrawn. (See article on negotiations, page 2)
(Age, 1.5.78)

(Ex-UDT supporters interviewed in Lisbon in July 1976 independently claimed there had
been several FRETILIN attacks on Atambua.

been afcrested
ILIN.

^^

May

As a result, over 1000 West Timorese had

by Indonesian authorities under suspicion of collaborating with FRET

See story in T.I.S. no.13, August 10, 1976.)
5 - DILI WAR MEMORIAL

Senator Gordon Mcintosh (Lab., W.A.) told a Senate Estim

ates Committee he believed the government should allocate money for the upkeep
of the Australian war memorial outside Dili.

(Hansard, Senate, 5.5.78)

(In July 1977, T.I.S. received information from an Indonesian church source that the

memorial had been
May

7

damaged

after the Indonesian invasion. - ed.)

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

Michael Richardson claimed that Indonesia had refused

to allow the ICRC to resume its work in East Timor. He quoted 'informed sources*
who said the Indonesians would almost certainly have told visiting US Vice-President
Mondale of its decision. Jakarta maintains that the Indonesian Red Ctescent Society
has taken over ICRC work in East Timor.
(Age, 8.5.78)
Four days later the Australian carried a conflicting report. It quoted 'sources close
to Mondale' who said President Suharto had agreed to allow relief teams including the
ICRC into East Timor.
(Australian, 11.5.78)

May

9 - RECOGNITION

In his Ministerial statement on Foreign Affairs, Peacock referred

very briefly to Australia's recognition decision'.

The humanitarian and strat

egic justifications for the government's stand were repeated.
Deputy Opposition leader Bowen replied: "the plain established fact is that Indonesia

has engaged in gross and consistent violations of human rights in Timor which ought not
to have been condoned as they have been."
(Hansard, House of Reps, 9.5.78)
May 10 - REFUGEES Indonesia's Foreign Minister Mochtar told the Age that - in prin
ciple - his government could receive Australian immigration officials in
East Timor "any time Australia is ready." But before the program to reunite Timorese
families went ahead, he said, it would be proper to wait until Australia's new ambass
ador Tom Critchley arrived in Jakarta on May 17th. The Age speculated that the Immig
ration team might be sent to East Timor in late May or early June. (Age, 11.5.78)
May 11 - NEGOTIATIONS

Michael Hodgman (Lib., Denison) claimed "we may now be approach

ing the possibility of a negotiated peace settlement in East Timor."

He said

a meeting between Indonesian and FRETILIN representatives might well take place soon.
(See full story on p.2 of this issue. The text of Hodgman's speech, and an article
which he quotes in International Bulletin , are reprinted in full in East Timor News,
no.33, May 18, 1978.)
(Hansard, House of Reps, & Herald, 11.5.78)
SEA BED BOUNDARY Australia and Indonesia have not yet begun negotiations on a bound
ary between East Timor and Australia, according to Andrew Peacock.
He acknowledged
the presumption in international law that negotiations on a boundary "such as that
which is contemplated" would lead to de jure recognition. His statement was read by
Senator Withers in reply to questions on notice.

(Hansard, Senate, 11.5.78)

-13-
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May 14 - ACTIVISTS' CONFERENCE

The National East Timor Activists' Conference - held

in Sydney on May 13 - 14 - was attended by 30 representatives of East Timor

support groups from Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, Newcastle and Adelaide.

Topics dis

cussed included the negotiation disclosures, Indonesia's military purchases, Australian

government actions this year, and campaign activities for the rest of the year.
The conference

resolved to: 1. organise nationwide protests on Indonesian Independence

Day, August 17; 2. hold a national conference on 'East Timor, Australia and the region'
in Adelaide on the Australia Day weekend, 1979; 3. ask Australian delegates to the UN
Disarmament Conference to request a worldwide ban on military supplies to Indonesia;

4. seek support from Australian trade unions, political parties, civil liberties groups
and other organisations in a campaign aimed at defeating the ban on FRETILIN represent
atives entering Australia, and freeing $38,000 belonging to FRETILIN which is at present
frozen by the Commonwealth Trading Bank in Darwin.
(East Timor News, no.33, 18.5.78)

May 17 - PAPUA NEW GUINEA

PNG's Foreign Minister Olewale visited Jakarta.

His seven

day Indonesian trip included talks with President Suharto about the PNG West Irian border crossings, and a two day trip to Dili.
(Age, 18.5.78)
(The PNG government regards East Timor as 'an Indonesian internal matter*. - ed.)

May* 18 - NEGOTIATIONS

Indonesia denied Hodgman's claim that it was seeking to nego-

tiate a settlement with FRETILIN representatives.

(Age, 19.5.78)

When presented with Indonesia's denial, Hodgman said: "Ask Ben Murdani (Head of Indo
nesian Army intelligence) where he was on the 15th of April (the date first chosen for

.^\

preliminary talks)."

^

(AM, A.B.C., 19.5.78)

May 20 - CUBAN RECOGNITION

A Radio Maubere report announced that Cuba has recognised

the Democratic Republic of East Timor, which was declared on November 28,

1975. The Canberra Times reported on April 6th that the Cuban embassy in Jakarta
would reopen soon, after being closed for the past 11 years.
(Radio Maubere, 20.5.78, Canb. Times, 6.4.78)

May 22 - PAPUA NEW GUINEA The Indonesian and Papua New Guinean Foreign Ministers
pledged closer ties between their countries. They plan to confer every six
months. During their talks in Jakarta, they agreed to improve border administrative
arrangements "to boost goodwill, understanding and cooperation."
(Sun, 22.5.78)
May 24 - BUDGET The AAP-Reuter correspondent
tripled the "development budget" for
3000 million rupiahs in the
9000 million rupiahs (about

in Jakarta claimed that Indonesia has
East Timor from:
1976/77 financial year, to
$A 20 million) in 1977/78.
(Herald,

May 30 - UN MISSION

25.5.78)

United Nations Secretary-General Waldheim met with the Indonesian

Foreign Minister in New York.

Waldheim reportedly asked if, under the terms of

last November's General Assembly resolution, a UN mission could visit East Timor to make

"a thorough, on-the-spot assessment of the existing situation." Mochtar reportedly
denied the request.
(Newsvoice, A.B.C., 30.5.78)
June 2 - SUHARTO VISIT

™

The Age reported that President Suharto would visit Dili on

July 17th, the second anniversary of Indonesia's declaring East Timor its

27th province.

Suharto is to open a television relay station during his visit.

Indonesia's Information Minister Sudharmono has said the relay station should give the

East Timorese "a greater sense that they belonged to the rest of the people of Indones
ia." Similar stations are planned for West Irian and Aceh province. ( - two other
areas of armed opposition to Jakarta rule. - ed. )
(Age, 2.6.78)

"EAST TIMOR: NATIONALISM AND COLONIALISM"

by Jill Jolliffe

is the first major book in English dealing with the background
to the present situation in East Timor. We will review this
important book in the next issue of T.I.S.
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RADIO MESSAGES>- FRETILIN ACCOUNT OF EVENTS : February-

march

'

78

itjf rf
djKeUUn account o{ events that occvxxed duxing VebKuaxy and Maxch,
tin vV^T^ toe^mP^ **»" the. fcltowlng Kadio bKoadcasU £Kom East Tamok.
IK*M. = Radto Maabexe; VAX = nadw message sent to QTET-Vaxmin and, T.W. = tw wau

KacUo cowmiYuxiatxon via Public Radio TKansceivex nmx Vaxvoin)

K.M. ; 17/3/7*; 2/4/78; 9/4/78; 14/5/78; 20/5/78.

T.W. : 18/3/78; 21/5/78.

PAR : 4/2/78; 8/2/78; 12/2/78; 4/3/78; 17/3/78; 26/4/78; 19/5/78.

Vok the saU o{ pKuentatwn and laxgely iollouxing the FKettUn £oKm o£ pKesentina

the news yi East Tamok m have axxanged the matvdal contained In thue bKoadcasts

yi the {oltouxtng mys The mainland paxt oi the TvoiitoKy oast 6i the boKdox ha* been
(U»A,d2xi xjxto ^ve zones, ok sector and the news pextatning to each ha* been grouped

thexe.

The fave zone* [see diagnam) axei 1. NoKth-West Sector; 2. South bondex

axea; 3. SectoK UoKth Centxat; 4. Sector South CentKol and 5. Eastexn Sector VinaUy

m have collected junto one place material &>iom the bKoadcasts that concexns the over
all ok general s^tuatwn In East TtmoK duxing this pexiod.

1. NORTH - WEST

SECTOR

Ks was KepoKted In T.I.S. no. 24, fighting In this aKea escalated In JanuoKy to become
the wax s second majoK 'campaign o£ encixlement and annihilation'. FebKuaxy and Uaxch
sees the ilghting continuing. UiUtaxlly the campaign doesn't seem to be Succeeding
Indonesian casualty KaXes axe high and the e££ect on txoop moKale dxamatic.

On the last day of January, Indonesian troops finally occupied Fatobesse village at a
cost of 120 dead and the loss of many war materials.

February Heavy fighting reported around Bazartete - indeed the whole sector is an image
of bloodshed and suffering.

However, the great mass of the population has

heroically and strategically withdrawn, frustrating the enmy's purpose. In reprisal for
the failure of the military operation, the captured population are indiscriminately
executed. Aerial bombardment of the sector continues and casualties amongst the de
fenceless villagers are high.

March The situation is not the prettiest one. As you heard on the news the bloody
Javanese are desperately trying to crush Fretilin forces, but of course unsuc

cessfully, because Fretilin forces are organised in all centres and particularly at
this moment in the N.W. Sector at Maubara, Hatolia, Ermera, Atsabe, Cailaco and around
Fatobesse. Falintil are giving strong resistance and killing lots of Indonesian sold
iers. The bombardment continues.

9th. - Indonesian troop morale is low, they prefer to hide in tunnels rather than

fight. Captured Timorese women andchildren and old men are being forced to march in
front of the Indonesian troops as they advance. Any civilians refusing to do so are
immediately killed. Many civilians manage to escape to Fretilin controlled areas.

17th - Actually in the N-W sector the situation is very hot, where bloody fighting is
taking place. Fretilin forces have already inflicted heavy casualties on the enemy
and have captured a great deal of war material. In reprisal for these losses the enemy
is increasing the bombardment of the civilian population; already large numbers have
been massacred and eventually lots more will be massacred in the following days.
-15-
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In the last few days of March the Indonesian soldiers were suffering heavy casualties
and were unable to advance. They were demoralised and refusing to fight. Meanwhile the
bombing and straffing of villages continues.
In mid-May it was announced that during the months of February and March, 2,851 Indonnesian troops were killed and many wounded. A total of 85 Falintil were killed and
some wounded. Large numbers of rifles and a great deal of ammunition was1 captured.

2. south border area

Qyi S(lptmb2A 5? ]977f Rac^0 Uaubexe KepoKted:"the build up oh

Indonesian txoops along the boKdeX; o&&ensives wexe being launched to captuxe high
gKound faoK axtittexy emplacements wnich axe meant to pKo\)A,de suppoKt ioK deepex Kaids
Ajnta FKetilin contKolled aKeas." Thus began what was to become the faixsz majoK campaign
0^ encixlement and annihilation - [See TIS nos. 22,23, 24.) By mid-FebKuaKy the tide
oh the campatgn has cleaxly tuxned. By \kay 20, the Kesult is seen as a cleax victoKy
and a souxce oh insp-Otation hoK FKedtdLin. [See Lobato speech - excexpts oh which axe
given on page 3 oh this issue.)
February - Fierce fighting continues. Villages affected include Fatolulic, Fatomean,
Lolotoe, Zumulai and Suai. Later in the month fighting intensified in the
Fatolulic area where Fretilin forces recaptured and held from the enemy several stra
tegic points on surrounding mountains and high places.

March - Large masses of the civilian population continue to withdraw from the Indones

ian encirclement, frustrating the enemy's murderous purpose. Fierce fighting

(^%

still going on in Fatumean and particularly in Fatolulic and on Taroman Mountain.
Indiscriminate executions of captured civilian population in reprisal for failed mili
tary operations, continue.

Radio KepoKts concexning the sectoK hoK the last halh oh Maxch simply state that
highting continues.
3.

SECTOR

NORTH

CENTRAL

February - In Dili, the population is starving and suffering from a lack of medicines.
The climate of terror in Dili is something amazing. Brutalities, torture
and indiscriminate execution, particularly of former UDT and Apodeti.supporters, has
been intensified. Several people have already been executed for showing repudiation of
the Indonesian colonial terror. The enemy has also recently announced that anyone who
wishes to leave East Timor for a foreign country should be eliminated.
Military clashes - 4th - Fretilin forces ambushed an enemy unit on the outskirts of
Dili, killing three. The others/fled away to the centre of Dili. On the same day, three
Indonesian troops were killed when their patrol was ambushed near Remexio.
Between feb. 2-20 there has been bloody fighting on the road from Dili to Aileu. A tot
al of 80 Indoneisan soldiers were killed and a great number wounded; five military
vehicles were destroyed - one by a land mine; and a great number of Indonesian arma
ments, ammuntion and uniforms captured. Fretilin forces suffered three dead.

March - Over 90% of the population in Dili support Fretilin and because of this the
Indonesian invading forces are carrying never win tactics of torture, execution
and rape. Many former UDT supporters contesting the unjust situation have already been
executed. Their widows are being exploited by the Javanese by integration into the Dili
cabarets.

Military clashes -

11th - Fretilin fire hit a Bronco OVlOaircraft, forcing it to make

an emergency landing at Dili airport. The .plane suffered severe
damage. Six weeks later the plane was still being repaired at Dili airport.
On the sameday Fretilin destroyed one armoured car and killed six Indonesian soldiers
on the Dili - Aileu road. Fretilin suffered no casualties.

-17th- Suharto's troops are highly demoralised and we are certain that in the capital
Dili, in Taibesse, the former Portuguese headquarters, Suharto's troops have refused
the officers' orders to march to Fatobesse and shooting took place between the sold
iers and the officers. The soldiers are demanding their return to Indonesia

"EAST TIMOR NEWS" - Bulletin of the East Tinor News Agency.
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-20th - Fretilin forces destroyed an armoured car and another vehicle on the road

near Becilau, between Dili and Aileu, when a land-mine they planted exploded
All occupants of the two cars were killed. Fretilin suffered no casualties.

During the last half of March - Fretilin fire hit an Indonesian helicopter. The
the pilot attempted to make an emergency landing at Dili air
port but in doing so it fell to the ground and exploded before
a large number of spectators. The pilot was killed.
The situation in Dili remains tense. Shooting continues in the
Indonesian army barracks and troops are openly disobeying
officers' orders. The troops are highly demoralised; particul
arly, as helicopters are flying in the dead and wounded from
the battles in the North West Sector of the country every day.

^L_
4.

SECTOR SOUTH CENTRAL

Thexe has been little mention o{ this sectoK in news ioK this pexiod. A helicoptex

was shot down neax Tuniscai on Dec.7,1977 and thexeffiepoKts oh militaxy clashes in
the Same axea in mid-Januaxy, 1978.

February - March - Fretilin revolutionary forces and the organised and united popu
lation were in control of the situation and strongly responded to
enemy attacks.

In the Same area the Indonesian troops were demoralised and restricted

to the town area, where they were taking revenge on the captured population with exe

cutions and torture.

Fretilin forces control all the surrounding area, driving the

enemy back to the town after any offensive. {The last majoK ofifiensive &Kom Same was iin

Uov.'77 - see MXablaque Oh&enS-tve, T1S, no. 24, p. 11)

Toward the end of March, the

troops stationed in Same town were starving through lack of food. The officer in com
mand there assembled the troops in the garrison and told them to pray becasue there
was no way that supplies could reach them by road.
5.

EASTERN SECTOR

The majoK milctaxy clash in this s'ectoK occuKxed neax Baguia in late Maxch. Fixst de
tails oft Indonesian pKisonnexs ofa wax given by fKetiltn.
February - Names and personal details of 5 Indonesian soldiers captured by Fretilin
in this sector last year:
Sgt. Supardi: from Sumatra, born 28.9.49, son of Uat Num and Asmah
Sgt. Sagiyo: from central Java, born 26.6.40, married with 4 children.
Cpl. Aban Sudiman: from Bandung.

Antonio Sogyianto, a teacher from Bandung, born 11.8.53, son of Panut and Sugyiem.
Gimiyan Suparman; a nurse from Surabaya, son of Wongsoar and Ngatimo.

In mid February there were reports of fighting taking place near Baucau and Baguia.
March -

Indonesian forces around Los Palos launched a number of offensives but were
unable to advance^were driven back to the town. Fretilin forces were in com

plete control of the sector and the demoralised enemy were restricted to town centres
-17-
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Cpl. Aban Sudiman who surrendered to Fretilin forces in a Fretilin counter-offensive

in the Baucau area last November {See Nov 19, 1977 -T1S. no.24)was interviewed on
Radio Maubere on March 17. Sudimanjstrongly criticised the war of aggression launched
by Suharto and Malik in East Timor. He said the big majority of the Indonesian troops
were demoralised and wanted to return home. He thanked the Maubere people for the good
treatment he had received after his

surrender.

In the last fortnight of March, Fretilin forces in a counter-offensive killed 70 Indon
esian troops who were part of an'Indonesian offensive against Baguia Town. The Indones
ian forces withdrew to their original positions. Two Fretilin guerrilas were killed and
one seriously wounded.

DESCRIPTION -

COMMENTS

ON GENERAL SITUATION GIVEN

IN

FEBRUARY -

MARCH

1978

Fretilin forces still control 80% of the territory. Fretilin is in complete con
trol of the situation in the North Central Sector, the South Central Sector and

the Eastern Sector. Indonesian troops in these areas are highly demoralised and
remain only in their fortified garrisons. Fretilin areas are very large and
cover the vast majority of the areas. The encirclement in the South Border Area

is "being defeated and that in the North Western Sector is being strongly resisted.
In the two border areas the enemy is making intense use of Bronco O-VIO and one

or two helicopters with machine-guns against the populated areas. Warships and
artillery are purposely being used to massacre the population, burn houses, crops
and property. When the enemy takes one Fretilin position, the property and food
stuffs are completely destroyed and the captured population tortured and shot

<_J

down.

Even the children and babies are executed. This is a shame and the most bitter

crime that should never be silenced. This is a bitter experience for the people
of East Timor; however, it is also an encouragement to the Maubere people to con
tinue fighting with more determination, till the final and inevitable victory.
This is the image of the Indonesian invasion of East Timor.

Suharto's troops were all the time trying to take Fretilin positions, but were be
ing defeated with heavy casualties and were very demoralised. The population and
Falintil are organised for resistance and were defeating these offensives, elim
inating large numbers of Indonesian soldiers and capturing large supplies of war
material. An estimated 20,000 Indonesian troops have been killed from the begin
ning of the invasion until the end of last year. No figures were available for
the numbers killed this year. An estimated 800 Falintil had been killed in the
same period.

An estimate of the number of civilian casualties was unavailbale" but massacres
and other atrocities were a continual feature of the Indonesian presence. The
captured population are particularly subject to these massacres.
Regarding medical care for the sick and wounded - at the moment the situation is

not pretty; it is hard because of the murdering war being carried out by the corrupt
Suharto. But Fretilin have developed traditional medicines and have seized modern
medicines from the enemy. Nurses who had practised during the colonial period were
very good at their job. The combination of these resources had been used with good
results.

TIMOR INFORMATION SERVICE :
===

1st floor, 183 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy, Vic. 3065
Australia.
Phone 419 5588.

Subscriptions (for 6 issues):Australia:

Institutions

$5

Overseas:

Surface mail - as

for Aust.

Individuals
$3 min. (more
if you can afford it)

Airmail - PNG, NZ, Oceania $4
Asia $9, Americas
$10
Europe & Africa
$11
(all figures in Australian dollars)

Printed by Walker* Press, 23 Smith Street, Fitzroy, Vic.

3065

Timor Information Service: Registered for posting as a periodical - Category B
;

-18-

DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

i^JI

