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INTERVIEW
D.R.E.T.

WITH

ROGERIO

LOBATO

MINISTER FOR NATIONAL DEFENCE.

By Frank Johnson and David Freeman in Lisbon, Portugal,
August 8th, 1978.

Q.

What is the cutrent political and military situation
in East Timor ?

Lobato: It can be characterised by many very big Indonesian
offensives against the rural areas. They are directly

assisted by U.S. mercenaries, advisors and pilots. Their joint
activities are in tanks, air force and land troops. They aim to surround our people and
and armoured forces in order to annihilate them.

The tactic is for helicopters to fly

troops to the high ground in the countryside to put their forces in our backs while we
are fighting a land battle, surrounding us from both sides. These tactics were used
by the U.S. in Vietnam.
Officially, there are 45,000 Indonesian troops in East Timor, but our
intelligence sources know there are over 60,000.
The Indonesians
We control 85% of territory, in which 96% of people live.
have troops in strategic centres, such as Dili and Bacau.
They are desperate to

finally smash our forces.

Now is the best time for their offensives; it is dry

v .)

season and they can move freely - more or less I

Our stronghold is 15km from Dili.
We always fight in the mountains surround
ing Dili. The Indonesians don't dare go to the mountains by foot as we can hunt
them like

deer.

The Indonesians with the Americans are doing genocide in East Timor.
They
kill all the people they capture - no prisoners, not even women, children or old

men.

This is to stop Fretilin having "people"s support in a long armed struggle".
Since the arrest of Xavier Amaral, the situation is now more clear for

Fretilin. Amaral had put a boycott on armed struggle for one and a half years - he
had passed coded messages to the Indonesians, etc.
The people are now more united
and aware.
We are developing a cultural and educational centre.
We are working
very hard on health, agriculture and production in every sector, to prepare for a
long people"s armed struggle.

Q.

What is the purpose of your visit to Portugal?

Lobato: I am in Portugal to transit to some socialist countries.
I"ve been to
Luanda, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, where I met the Presidents of those countries.

They all coru.tinue to strongly support the East Timorese struggle, under the
leadership of Fretilin.

I'm in Portugal for two weeks.

I met the Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Doctor Sa Machado and the members of the Council of Revolution, the President of

the Parliament and I will be received by the President of the Republic. There is
now a political crisis in Portugal, that is why I haven't been received by him yet I
All this contact aims at them recognising the Democratic Republic of East
Timor and at opening an official Fretilin delegation in Lisbon. We have good per
spectives on this in the long term.

Q.
Lobato:

Could you comment on the nature of Suharto's recent trip to Dili?
It is a farce.

It aimed at convincing the people that everything is over

in East Timor; that it is a "fait d"accompli".

It is a farce because the people will see the results after 3-5 months.
Suharto promised many things that will not happen - to open Dili airport, to
normalise Dili - Kupang (capital of West Timor) flights - but is is an illusion to
believe this. If he can't open the airport to Kupang, how will he open it in Dili?
-2-
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policy.

Opening a T.V. station in East Timor is the best demagogue of Suharto's
The people's main problem is not to have T.V., but to have food in their

stomachs and to be free of colonialism., to have no aggression or oppression. May
be after 20 years, or possibly less, we can have TV, but it is not a priority for
any developing country when the people are dying of everything.
For Suharto's visit, as for the 'integration ceremony' international press
agencies that were there were paid to report the news as the Indonesian generals
wanted - not according to the reality. Particular international reporters were
invited - only those that already agreed with Suharto's line.
An American ship advanced TV equipment was in East Timorese territorial
waters and beamed his speech to a satellite, to be shown around the world.

Q.

What has been the extent and consequences of U.S. intervention in East Timor?

Lobato:

This is pure contradiction to Carter's so-called 'defense of human rights'.
In fact. Carter is a very good demagogue.

He pretends to defend human

rights - but is not defense of the East Timorese people a human right?
weapons are American-made.

All Indonesian

The intervention of U.S. mercenaries and advisors is a

threat to the security in the whole region.

Q

If the Indonesians can apply for U.S. aid we can also apply for the aid of
our allies. If the Indonesians and U.S.A. don't withdraw from our country, we are
willing to internationalise the conflict.

In fact, in the region, Indonesia is playing a very expansionist role.

They

are committing an aggression against the Democratic Republic of East Timor. They are
a threat to the security of Australia and Papua-New Guinea and West Irian. It is our
duty to fight against expansionist ideas. Therefore, we are willing to help the
Papua-New Guinea people with weapons and troops if we are officially asked by them

in a case of aggression.

Then, I think we will be able to be in a position to

challenge the Indonesian generals.

Q.

How do you see the behaviour of the Australian Government?

Lobato: For Fretilin,. Peacock is
Fretilin don't trust any
attack the Australian Government
support the struggle of the East
wish to kill our people.

country.

Judas and Fraser is Pilot.
The people, DRET and
more in these two gentlemen.
We prefer not to
in general because many people in the Government

Timorese.

Yet, many also support Indonesia and

Whether the Australian Government wants i t or not, East Timor will be a
We-know that the Australian Government wants to annex part of our territ

orial waters in birder to exploit our oil resources in the Timor Sea. Because of
this, the Australian Government under Fraser's leadership, opportunistically
recognised the so-called integration into Indonesia.
We are fighting against the Indonesian and U.S. aggression to safeguard our
territorial integrity.
If someday we have have to fight against the Australian
capitalists (not the people) to defend this, we will also do so.
We are not afraid
to do t h i s .

Q.

Have you a comment on Whitlam's recent visit to Jakarta?

lobato: He has blood.on his hands.
He gave the green light to Indonesia, as did Ford
and Kissinger.
We don't expect much from Whitlam.
He was a traitor to all
the favours the East Timorese heroically did for Australia in the Japanese war. He will

always be remember^ by us as a 'seller' - he sells a people for his own interests.
-3-
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q.

Has support of East Timor within Australia been helpful?

Lobato:

The Australian people have been a tremendous ally. We can see this by many
groups of support for East Timor. Some are apolitical and are doing it just

for humanitarian reasons. We appreciate it, it is
very important and I hope it can
enlarge. We believe more in the people of Australia than in the Government.

All the groups - AETA, CIET etc., - I want to thank in the name of the
Central Committee, the Armed Forces which I represent and the Maubere people. I hope
the solidarity and militancy deepens and continues. We never forget people who help
us. We will show our gratitude in concrete facts in the future.

Q.

Could you explain the proposal by Indonesia to negotiate with Fretilin?

Lobato:

We will never negotiate with Indonesia. To negotiate is to recognise
internationally the legality of the Indonesian armoured intervention. We
will never negotiate our independence - it is an inalienable,wonegotiable right.
When you have been a slave for five centuries, you want to be free.
The reason Indonesia proposes negotiating is because they are feeling weak,

impotent,unconfident of military victory. To negotiate would be to forget all the
blood and sacrifices of our people fot the last 3 years. We don't believe in the
goodwill of the Indonesian generals. They are wrong, but not convinced of their
mistake.

•.^^^

We will defeat them and then convince them.

J

q.

So far, there has been considerable discussion in the United -Nations about

East Timor. Can the U.N. play a significant role? What is your analysis
of the abstention on the vote by some Western countries at the last session?

Lobato:

The U.N. is important, but not decisive. The determinate factor is the
armed struggle inside East Timor. When we defeat the Indonesians, the U.N

will accept DRET.

_4_
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At the next session in September,
we think the Indonesians will not

have the majority of votes against
Fretilin.

They have been isolated

within the U.N.. Fretilin will

continue to have the majority of
votes.

Regarding the abstention on the
vote by some Western countries, I

think it is natural because they
have their interests in Indonesia.

ion

In this specific matter, we think
that their vote is a good indicatwhen they abstain they doubt the Indones

ian control of East Timor.

Otherwise, they

would vote in favour of Indonesia.

What is the relationship between
Fretilin and the Church in East Timor?
Lobato

•Q

We don't attack the Church or religion
in East Timor - though we have been

accused of murdering priests, etc.. We have

nine priests in our liberated areas, they are
allowed to work in their profession.
I have
information that they are very well treated in our liberated areas.

On the contrary, those living in the Indonesian controlled areas, where
the majority of Indonesian soldiers are Muslims, they get many troubles ever day.
They are sighing to be in Fretilin areas.

Our position is that there must be freedom of religion; ever religion can
exist in East Timor.

The majority of the population is Catholic. Many Fretilin Central
Committee members are Christians, including the President, and they know quiet well
the realities.

n.

Is there some support within Indonesia for the cause of the East Timorese?

Lobato: There is a group of friends underground in Java.

We think that the

support of the progressive Indonesian youth is important, but so far the
military authorities have boycotted information. Therefore, the youth is not well
informed; they don't even know how many Indonesian soldiers have been killed. They
are just deceived that everything is O.K.

We support the Indonesian Youth Movement and we hope that it can also inform
the Indonesian public about the realities in East Timor
V^.VV-N^

"EAST TIMOR NEWS"

Sub.6cAJptionb

Bulletin ol tka Ecut Tunon. hzwa Agmay

AuAfyiaUa $10 p.a.; Qv&a>£<u KUumUZ: Eo/tope, ApUca, AmeAlccu>-$25 p.a.
At>la and South VaCsL&lc - $10 p.a,; ?MG and HI - $15 p.a.
All quotdd >cn Atutnallan dolMviA.

Addfi.<u>t>:

ETWA, 4th iloox., Ill Ca^tloJitagk StAztt, Sydnay, N.S.W., 1000, AuAtAaUa.

Apology: TIS was to present a review of Jill Jolliffe's book. East Timor: Nationalism
and Colonialism,in this edition.

The review is still in the pipeline
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EAST TIMORESE REFUGEES -

AUSTRALIA, INDONESIA AND PORTUGAL

Recent media coverage, especially of the visit to East Timor of the Australian ambass
ador to Indonesia, has highlighted the plight of refugees. The group Action for World
Development has produced two documents on the situation: "The Timorese refugee question"
and "East Timor: refugees and family reunion." Below, we present a summary of these
papers.

(Copies of the latter are available from T.I.S.)

The problem of refugees is
those Timorese who escaped
people are concentrated in
2581 people were evacuated

made up of two distinct and separate areas. The first is
the Indonesian invasion and are now living overseas.
These
Australia and Portugal. During August to November 1975,
to Australia.
In 1976, 1400 Timorese reached Portugal and

200 went to Macau and Taiwan.

The second area is the unestimated number of Timorese who want to emigrate to Australia.

Timorese relatives in Australia have nominated 2668 people for possible emigration. Only
six elderly Timorese living in Australia have indicated that they want to go home.
PORTUGUESE REFUGEES

Of the 1400 Timorese who reached Portugal, 300 have been able to emigrate to Australia,

The Timorese now living in Portugal came from Indonesia in 1976.

J

Whilst in

Indonesian Timor their wish was to come to Australia and abortive attempts

were made to do this.

Portugal became the only alternative when a Portuguese
general intervened on their behalf and the Portuguese embassy issued them
with passports through the Netherlands Embassy. The Portuguese passports
were only given to get them out of Indonesian Timor in the only way then
possible.

- Timorese refugee question, p. 3
The Australian government and authorities have complicated and resisted the passage of
these Timorese people. The issuing of Portuguese passports as an emergency measure has
now been used against them. Bacause these Timorese are now 'Portuguese nationals',

their entry to Australia is subject to the normal requirements

for migration.

The

official attitude, as stated by the Immigration Minister Mr Mackellar, is:

"They all have, as I am informed, Portuguese passports and therefore do not
come within the strict definition of 'refugees'.

be regarded, as they are, as 'evacuees'."

But of course they can

(Hansard, 24.3.77)

In Portugal these Timorese are regarded as 'transients' and see themselves in an alien
land.

"The Timorese do not regard Portugal as their home. It is alien and far
removed from what they have known. They think of themselves as Timorese,
not Portuguese. In Portugal, there are Timorese who do not speak any
Portuguese at all."

- Timorese refugee question, p.3

"The Australian government actively delayed applications to reunite Timorese

refugees with their families, the spokesman for the East Timor community in
Australia said. Mr J. Goncalves said the Asutralian government was honourbound on a humanitarian basis to help the Timorese to get to Australia. "
(Age, 12.9.78)
AUSTRALIA AND EAST TIMOR

Of those Timorese who reached Australia in ;ate 1975, 1850 have stayed on, and many

have 'resident* status. Six elderly Timorese have applied to return home to East
Timor. The Timorese have mostly found employment and as the time passes they are in
tegrated into a new life.

However, the Indonesian government appears to believe that

there are families in Australia who

want to return to East Timor.

bassy in Canberra, in a recent newsletter, said:

The Indonesian em

_
—b—
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"A team from the Australian government will arrive in Indonesia in mid-July
1978, for talks on the repatriation of East Timorese families now living in
Australia.
AUSTRALIAN EFFORTS

Early 1976.

"

(See T.I.S. no. 26 - Ed.)

AT REUNIONS

Timorese in Australia were given authority forms from the Australian gov

ernment to premit relatives in East Timor to come to Australia.

The forms were valid

to June 30, 1976. People in West and East Timor recieved the forms but requests for per
mission to go to Australia, made to Indonesian authorities and the Australian embassy
in Jakarta, were either denied or ignored. Applications by East Timorese in Australia
to the government for an extension of the June 30 deadline were rejected.
October 1976. President Suharto of Indonesia and Prime Minister Fraser, in a joint
statement, agreed that their governments would meet to solve the reunion problem.
March 30, 1977. Following eleven official meetings, Mr Mackellar announced a process
for family reunification.
Refugees in Australia were given three weeks to nominate
family members and relatives in East Timor whom they wanted to bring to Australia.
2668 people were nominated.

Q

April 1977 to June 1978.
Despite assurances from the Australian government that nego
tiations were continuing and reports that an Immigration team visit to East Timor was
'imminent' there was no strong evidence that the process was under way.

February 1978, A number of people were interviewed in Dili in relation to exit to Aus
tralia.
Among other things, they were told to put their signatures on blank sheets of
paper.
They fear that these will be used to indicate thatthey do not want to leave
East Timor.

"Those who have signed to leave Timor still do not have the option of
Indonesian nationality, but are considered foreigners, with less rights
than others."
(Letter from 'Xf, Northern Territory News, 26.7.78)
July 1978.

Following

a visit to Jakarta by Mr Mackellar, a 'high level' meeting be

tween Australian and Indonesian officials discussed the reunion issue.

The Australian

government press release on that meeting gives no grounds to think that reunification
has been advanced.
It provides no details of which people are likely to be eligible and
contains an unexplained reference that "in general terms arrangements arrived at will
be on a reciprocal basis."

©

September 6 - 8, Eleven foreign ambassadors visit East Timor, including Mr Critchley.
Speaking of refugees, he said: "It is really a big problem. Please let me know what
Australia can do to help solve it. "
(Age, 9.9.78)

In considering the past two years, it would seem unlikely that there will be any
reunions before Christmas, if at all.
as

The statement from Mr Mackellar is as qualified

ever:

"I hope that Immigration authorities from Australia will be travelling there
(East Timor) so that we can start processing the people, hopefully to have
a movement here by Christmas. "

(Herald, 11.9.78)

In the same statement Immigration department guidelines indicate thatonly 600 of the
2668 nominated refugees would be considered.

The Indonesian government has continually denied access to any independent aid organis
ations to East Timor. Many people have asked why they would allow Timorese to emigrate
under the present circumstances. Such people would have first-hand experience of what

has happened in East Timor. Either the Timorese in Australia will wait in vain for their
relatives or they will have to go back to East Timor. Christopher Forsyth, writing in
Nation Review has provided some light on possible Indonesian plans.

"I believe that only heads of families will be allowed to be reunited. If
the husband, for instance, is already in Australia, his family - wife and
children - will be allowed to come here. If the husband is back in Timor

and his wife and children are in Australia they will be covertly forced back
to join him there. It means that no men will actually be allowed out and it
is the men who 've been engaged in the fighting.

This way Indonesia will be able to keep wraps on what's been happening."
.,

if

SB

- Nation Review, 22.9.78

1
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TASTE

OF

ALI

MURTOPO'S

LIES

:

AN

ILLUSTRATED

REVIEW (see page 9)

(We present here a review of the Indonesian government 's publication, Integrasi:
Kebulatan tekad Rakjat Timor Timur (Integration: The Clear Intention of the People

of East Timor), Parikesit Institute, Jakarta, 1976. The review was written by
George Miller, a member of the Asian Studies Association of Australia, in MarchApril, 1978. It appeared in CIET-ACT's East Timor Report No3, April, 1978.
No one coming across a book on EastTimor containing an introduction by the head of the
Indonesian Intelligence Organisation, BAKIN, and a preface by Ali Moertopo would ex
pect the work to contain a totally objective presentation of events.
One would expect objectivity to be even less likely when the compiler of the book
(Soekanto) was a member of Ali Moertopo's special team on East Timor which investigat
ed the political situation for the general in early 1975.

What one could reasonably expect, however, would be a well-argued case for "integrat
ion", the official Indonesian policy for East Timor and the one which the Jakarta
Government was determined to implement, even at the risk of a serious and possibly
open-ended military campaign. But in this respect too, "Integrasi" is disappointing.
(On 'the forces for integration ....')

The forces for integration, we are told, are based on historical, geographical, ethnological, 'genealogical' and cultural facts, as well as upon the aspiration of the
Timorese people, (p. 101).

The reader will look in vain, however, for a list of exactly what these facts are;
the whole case for sociological and cultural forces working for integration is covered
in less than two pages, and this in a work of over 700 pages in length.
There are .only sweeping references to Sriwijaya and Majapahit, family links between

people on both sides of the common border and so on.
There are no quotes or references to any of the scientific and academic studies made

of Timor society and culture. Previous rebellions against the Portuguese were moti
vated by a desire to join Indonesia, it is claimed - though no evidence is produced
to support such claim.

With respect to the aspirations of the people, this is assessed in terms of :

(i) the Proclamation of 30 November, 1975, by the remnant of leaders of Apodeti, Kota,
UDT and Trabalhista at Balibo, - made when the Indonesian forces were advancing on
Dili and as a, diplomatically, to Fretilin's declaration of Independence two days
earlierj

(ii)the proclamation of 17 December 1975, after the fall of Dili, in which the provis
ional government was announced; and finally in terms of
(iii) the acts of the Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat Wilayah Timor Timur

(DPR) (East Timor

District People's Representative Council).
The signatories of the first two declarations acted in their capacity as the heads of

their respective "parties"; the DPR was elected "according to the traditional demo
cratic principles following the customs of East Timor", and contained "eminent members
of the community"
(p.602).
No list of the 30 members of the East Timor DPR is provided, nor is there any detailed
information about the manner in which members were elected.

(On the period 1974-76 )

"Integrasi" .... is strong on diplomacy but weak about events on the ground. The book
takes us chronologically through the maze of diplomatic negotiations which took place
during 1974 ,

1975 and 1976.

The names and events which appeared regularly on the front pages of our morning news

papers during those years: Spinola,Lemos Pires , Fretilin-UDT coalition, Macao Meeting,
"Show of Force", Rome Memorandum of Understanding, Winspeare Guicciardi, Morals da

Silva and even Rex Syddell are all there.
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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Page 1
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Page 3
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Page 4
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Page 5
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Page 7
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Chris Santos, yang menamakan dirinya "juru bicara Fretilin1' di Australia
mengeluarkan bermacam-macam mass-media.
Chris Santos, who calls himself "spokesman for Fretilin" in Australia,
produces various mass media publications. (T.I.S. translation)

The above is a reproduction by the National Library of Australia of page 458 of the
Indonesian government's publication "Integrasi:..."(See review starting page 8). It
is a falsification of the front page of TIS newsletter no.11/12 of June 26, 1976.
Below is a reproduction of the original front page.

Q

The implication of the above is that Chris Santos publishes, or in some way is respon
sible for the production of TIS. This is not the case.
TIS is an organisation
established in Melbourne by a group of Australians in October 1975.
The first TIS
newsletter was dated 11 November 1975.

Chris Santos was then in East Timor.

He

arrived in Darwin on 13 November 1975 and did not move to Melbourne until February

1976.

Facts that could easily be checked if there was a will to seek the truth.

TIMOR INFORMATION SERVICE
June 2b,

Number 11/12

197&

The significance of the above is
what TIS has repeatedly claimed and
shown - ever since TIS No.

pp.

3-4) -

1

(see

that the Indonesian

government has never been a
reliable source of information

CONTENTS:

RADIO MAUBERE - VOICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF EAST TIMOR .

Page 1

AUSTRALIAN MPi CALL FOR CESSATION OF AID TO INDONESIA

Page 2

U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL - AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT PLAYS DUBIOUS ROLE . .

.

Page 3

concerning East Timor.
Leopards
can't change their spots!
In their
700 page "Integrasi:. .." the
Indonesian architects of

THE INDONESIAN INVASION -

HAS IT FAILED?

Page 4

U.S. MILITARY AID- TO INDONESIA

Page 5

RADtO MESSAGES FROM EAST TIMOR

Page 7

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING EAST TIMOR

Page 10

order to deceive

the Indonesian

people.
VOICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF EAST TIMOR.
In addition to sending radio messages to inttiv-

RJk
/

4*

the

campaign to forcibly annex East
Timor have illustrated again their
willingness to deliberately falsify
information in their possession in
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Useful

Source

In most cases full texts of the arguments, statements, announcements, proclamations
and even correspondence are given and for this reason alone, as a collection of basic
source material on the Timor crisis, the book is valuable.

But the gaps in the story are glaring, perhaps because the book is designed as an
official interpretation of ef events for consumption by the Indonesian people, to
whom the full story of Timor has never been revealed.

For example, the picture of Fretilin is a one-sided, undocumented smear without any
reference to the Front's published constitution and programme, its social welfare
activities or its administration of the country during its period of reluctant
governance.

(On military intervention )

The official Indonesian line followed in the book is that i t was simply the returning
refugees from over the border who ousted Fretilin; no mention of the shelling of Dili
by Indonesian warships, the dropping of paratroopers or the use of Indoneisan troops
and aircraft.
These activities have all been confirmed by independent observers, in
cluding members of the International Red Cross.

According to the book, the nearest Indonesia came to officially acknowledging milit
ary intervention was in a statement made by the Government on 4 December, 1975, the

day following a top-level meeting in Soeharto's private residence attended by, among
others, Adam Malik, General Pangnabean, the Head of BAKIN (Soegomo) and the Head of
operations in the Department of Defence, Sudarmono.

In the statement Indonesia said i t would, "Having regard for the developments in
Portuguese Timor, take the necessary steps to secure the national territory and
guard the national sovereignty and protect the people against threat from outside...
On the basis of abti-colonialism and humanitarianism, the Government and People of
Indonesia had the moral responsibility to protect the people of the territory of
Timor so that the process of real decolonisation and the hopes and aspirations of the
people of Portuguese Timor could be fulfilled.

"

(p. 291)

Smokescreen

After viewing the events as they are presented here, one must acknowledge the suc
cess of the elaborate smokescreen spread by the Indonesian Government to divert
attention from its basic plan to integrate East Timor at any cost.
\^0

From at least the time of the session of the Dewan Stabilisasi Politik da Keamanan
Nasional ( Council for Political Stabilisation and National Security) on 8 October

1974, chaired by Soeharto, at which East Timor was discussed, i t was official Indon
esian policy to work towards integration.
Though the resolutions passed stressed that Indonesia had no territorial ambitions
and respected the rights of the Timorese people, i t also said that East Tnimor could
enter Indonesia as part of the unity of the Indonesian state and affirmed that the
political parties in Portuguese Timor, with the exception of Apodeti were not
acceptable: UDT, because i t was neo-colonialist, a front for the Portuguese; and
Fretilin, because i t wanted total independence and thus did not recognise that the
"patriotic sentiments"
and ideals of the Indonesian and East Timorese people were
the same.(p. 100)
Integration was then, the only possibility. The book confirms that the major concern
of Jakarta was the effect of total independence on breakaway movements within Indo
nesia itself, (p.95)
The book is useful for filling in details regarding certain developments. The theory
that the UDT decided to abandon the coalition with Fretilin during a visit to Jakarta
is strongly suggested(p. 14) .
-10-
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There is a revealing photograph of Moertopo's assistant with the military commander of
of the UDT coup, Carrascalao, shortly after the toppling of Portuguese rule in Dili.
Further details of how Jakarta kept in touch with events in Dili up to the time of the
coup, and how they controlled them after 7 December, 1975, are all mentioned, but be
cause the work contains little original detail it still remains an anaemic, official
account.

Integrasi.. .. is a lavish work of high quality format, containing coloured photography
on glossy paper in hard covers, an exception from most publications from Indonesia.
But selling at RP.5000 (A$11.00 approximately) in Jakarta, one wonders how effective
it would be at that price in reaching the ordinary Indonesian citizen.

EAST TIMOR REPORT:

- a monthly newsletter produced by the Canberra

—-—-———^—
Campaign for Independent East Timor. It contains
reviews of current literature on East Timor and presents information not
covered by other publications on East Timor.
Subscription: $2 per year (more if you can afford it)
Address:
CIET (ACT)., P.O. Box 514, Manuka A.C.T. 2603, Australia

AUSTRALIAN

MILITARY

AID TO

INDONESIA

1977-8

We pKQMdnt hojut exUuaoZh {nom a AubinlAAlon by Richard Tantor faoK A.C.F.0.A. [Australian Council ^or Qvesu>&<u Aid) on Australian mlLvtary aid and weapons pro
duction to the Harries Enquiry on 'Relation* to the Third World'. Copies o& the,
submission art available Irom T.I.S..
Outside of Papua-New Guinea, Indonesia receives the largest amount of Australian mili
tary expenditure, at A$7.2 million in 1977-8. The following table sets out this
expenditure (1) .

A.$

PROJECTS

a)

Maritime Patrol

Nomad aircraft
16 metre craft

2,Q00,000
600,000

Attack patrol boats
RAN Advisory Team

100 ,000
100 ,000

(b)

Survey and Mapping

1,700,000

(c)

Sabre aircraft

300,000

(d)

Field Communications

700,000

(e)

Research and Development

200 ,000

(f)

English Language Project

100 ,000

(g) Miscellaneous Equipment

50 ,000

(h)

Training in Australia

150,000

(i)

Combined Exercises

200 ,000

(j) Sioux Helicopters
Total

1,000,000
7,200,000

a. Maritime Patrol Project
The largest single item in the
Indonesian programme is the long

running maritime patrol project
which presently involves Nomad
aircraft, De Havilland patrol
boats and an RAN advisory team.
The Indonesian version of the

Nomad, known as the Searchmaster,
costs around $300,000 and was

the first of its type to be de
It is fitted out for
veloped.
surveillance and maritime patrol
work.
Over the past three years
a total of six Nomads have been

given to Indonesiaalthough, Gov
ernment Aircraft Factory figures
indicate that a total of 12

Nomads have been provided for
the Indonesian Navy, including
the six given under the defence

cooperation agreement.*(2)
Refurbished Australian Attack class patrol boats (146 ton displacement) and new 16 metre
De Havilland Carpentaria patrol boats make up the other part of the Maritime patrol pro
ject. The Nomads and the patrol boats are intended primarily for use against smugglers,
etc,. The patrol boats are given without armaments, but can be readily armed. In this
-11-
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light it is important to note that Indonesia has ordered larger patrol boats from Soutn

Korean shipyards. These are American designed "Tacoma" Class boats, over 200 feet in
length, which will be fitted with armed French Exocet ship to ship missiles.

It is important to note that all these weapons are relevant in Indonesia's attempt to
conquer East Timor. Although the Australian Government has received assurances that
Australian supplied war material will not be used in East Timor ( 3_) , the provision of
surveillance and interception equipment (Nomads and patrol craft) by Australia simply
allows Indonesia to use other equipment in East Timor. The information and supply
blockade around East Timor is a critical part of the Indonesian strategy, and maritime
patrol boat project is contributing to it very considerably.
b.

Survey and Mapping

The West Irian Topographical Survey, for which $Al.7 million was set aside in 1977-8,

was preceded by a series of joint surveying projects in Kalimantan and Sumatra going
back to 1971.

The West Irian survey inv olved up to 140 RAAF and Army personnel in a

three year project to map and accurately survey remote and inaccessible parts of West
Irian. A wide range of ground and air equipment was used, including Canberra recon
naissance and Caribou aircraft, Iroquois helicopters and sophisticated surveying and
photographic equipment.

The objective was to provide detailed and accurate maps "to contribute to Indonesian
planning for national development". (4)

Two levels of Australian interest can be discerned. There is adirect military interest^
in the regions mapped in the event of conflict between Indonesia and Papua-New Guinea,
a matter which defence scenarios have examined.

Secondly, the surveying will also yield

information relevant to the exploration of West Irian for minerals. In both cases, a
direct Australian interest can be seen.

But the mapping project has proved politically extremely sensitive. In August 1977,
Free Papuan guerillas claimed that the mapping project was of direct military assist
ance to the Indonesian government's repressive activities in the area. This was so
because the new and accurate maps enabled the Indonesian military to bomb villages,

attacking civilians and food.(5) Spokesmen for the Free Papuans threatened RAAF air
craft, and claimed to be responsible for shooting down an RAAF helicopter in which
one person was killed. In response, the Prime Minister claimed that the mapping was
'entirely peaceable1. Since that time more accurate and detailed evidence has shown
that Indonesian airforce planes are attacking villages brutally in areas where Aust

ralian personnel have worked, suggesting that the claims may have some truth.(6)
There can be no doubt that the accuracy and sophistication of the maps is of eneormous

benefit to bothe Australian and Indonesian governments for use in counter-insurgency

operations.

Further, it is interesting to note that a survey and mapping project

J

similar to that conducted in West Irian is being carried out by Australian army
personnel in Papua-New Guinea.
c. Training

It is not clear when Indonesian servicemen beagan traing in Australia. An offer to
train Indonesians was first made in 1957, according to J. A. C. Mackie (7). But in

response to a Senate Question on Notice, 1971 was given as the starting point for
Indonesian military training.(8)

Since 1971, at least 892 Indonesians have been

trained in Australian institutions.

of courses at a cost of A$150,000.

In 1977-78, at least 50 were to enter a range

Courses range from short technical matters to

full length officer training courses(at Duntroon). Some senior officers are at the
Queenscliff Australian Staff College, others at the Canungra School of Military In
telligence on special courses designed for foreign students. Some courses are par
ticular to indoensian needs, e.g., training in flying adn maintaining the Sabre aircraft.

Indonesia has given no assurance that those of its servicemen who have trained or are
being trained in Australia, or by Australians in Indonesia, will not be employed in
East Timor, or in incursions across the border of Papua-New Guinea.

One aspect of this training causes great concern: the training of intelligence officers
in interrogation techniques. In May 1974, the ABC TV programme Four Corners investi
gated claims that the Army
Intelligence Centre, then at Woodside, S.A., was training _i2DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

foreign officers in interrogation techniques.
The Commanding Officer at Woodside con
firmed that a number of Indonesians about to pass through the Centre would receive
four forty minute instruction periods-in how to resist hostile interrogation methods.
(9) . While the actual time involved appears small, this admission in fact means that
Australian officers were training Indonesians in hostile interrogation methods one
way or another. J. S. Dunn's report on Indonesian atrocities holds claims by East
Timorese refugees that Indonesian intelligence officers conducted systematic torture.
(10)

d. Field Communications

This is a long running project of which the 1977-78
cost was A$700,000. 3etween 1972 and 1975, 1,261
radio transceivers were donated. Current work in
the project centres on the provision of decentralised
field repair facilities for communications equipment.
In addition to this, ten fully equiped mobile workshops were given.

These enable field

repairs to be carried out on damaged military vehicles.
In both cases the relevance to war situations in East
Timor and West Irian is clear.

#>
K^^' e.

Sabre Aircraft

In 1973, 16 Avon Sabre fighter aircraft, ex-RAAF, were given to the Indonesian Air

Force. The original value placed on the gift was A$11.9 million, including spares and
training. Since that time the RAAF has maintained an advisory team at Iswahyudi Air
Base in Java, for which costs have been unexpectedly high.

A$300,000, although it may be that the advisory team will

The cost in 1977-8 was

be finally closed down.

g. Research and Development

A small but continuing part of the aid programme that has received little publicity
has been a programm of cooperation between Indonesian and Australian military research
and development sections. According to the Defence Report, 1974, this project began
in that year. However, according to Indonesian State Radio (an admittedly unreliable
sourcet):"Since 1970, Indonesia and Australia have cooperated in defence research and

development mainly in upgrading the skills of

personnel in finding rockets which

are suitable for the Indonesian armed forces." (n)

This was quoted by Michael Richardson of the Melbourne Age in an article on the plans

£

of Indonesia and Singapore to utilise Australian expertise,from the Weapons Research
Establishment to assist with missile development.

More information is needed on this

cooperation, particularly in the light of Indonesian purchase of Aerospatiale missiles

for its Navy and missile carying Northrop F-5E Tiger II and British Aerospace Hawk
HS.1182 ground attack aircraft.
h.

Joint

Exercises

At least five joint naval and air exercises have been held with Indonesia since 1972.
In March of last year it was reported that Indonesia had declined an Australian invit

ation to conduct joint naval exercises in the Indian Ocean in April of that year. At
the same time, this was linked with differences concerning events in the Indian Ocean.
Later that year a large joint exercise, codenamed Southern Cross II was held with
little publicity in the Coral Sea.(12)
i

Sioux Helicopters

Little is known about this transfer worth A$l million at present. Presumably redundant
or obsolete RAAF or Australian Army equipment. On the other hand, Indonesia purchased
helicopters from Bell-USA in 1977, and commenced licenced production of two types of
helicopter - the Messerschmit- Boehm- Boelkow, MBB Bo 105, and the larger Aerospat
iale Puma (13) - at the government aircraft factory in Bandung, P. T. Nurtanio, as
well as taking delivery of six Pumas. (Indonesia also undertook to use these facil
ities to service and repair Aerospatiale helicopters in use with the governments of
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and the Philippines. (14) ) Under these circumstances
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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the transfer of equipment should be more closely examined, particularly since the
wars in East Timor and West Irian have come to rely more on Indonesian military

technology, particularly helicopters and aircraft.
AMOUNT

OF

MILITARY

AID

:

THE

INFORMATION

PROBLEM.

The main difficulties encountered in the basic information about the aggregate of
military aid arise from the following questions. Why do different government sour
ces give widely differing figures for the same period of time ?

Are all of Austra

lian military assistance activities reported as such ? Much greater difficulties
arise from the problem of information about the details of particular military aid
projects, and more seriously, the size, composition and distribution of Australian
military industrial production and exports.

(We o$$eA here one o& the submissions' ^our examples)
Subsequent to 1974-5, government papers dealing with subjects like "Australia's Ex
ternal Aid" have avoided mentioning the large amount of military aid Australia pro
vides, and have dealt only with Australian bilateral and multilateral 'development
assistance', meaning civil aid programmes. Just as the defence cooperation projects
•confer important economic and social benefits on the recipient countries'(15) so
too does a considerable amount of our civil aid confer significant military benefits.

To that extent the aggregate amounts involved shift, and furthermore, the actual
aims of aid may become clearer.

An example from the

^

1977 -78 Bilateral Project Aid

(16) summary makes this clear.

Between 1975 and 1978, under the Bilateral Project Aid arrangement with Indonesia,
A$172,000 (est.) was spent on the provision of a translator for the Centre of Stra
tegic and International Studies in Jakarta. The Centre has been described, rather

euphemistically, by a correspondent of the Melbourne Age (17) as "a private insti
tute closely associated with the Information Minister, Mr. Murtopo." Peter Hastings
stated that it is "in effect a government Intelligence Agency."(18)
More precisely, the Centre is a show-piece think-tank on political and military af
fairs for Lt.-General Ali Murtopo, perhaps President Suharto's closest advisor. Gen
eral Murtopo is also Deputy Chief of the state intelligence agency BAKIN, and is
overall project officer for the continuing invasion of East Timor, and in Indonesia

itself may be best known or rather, more relevantly known as head of OPSUS, the
secret police special operations unit.
***
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CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING EAST TIMOR
(Note: this chronology includes some July events omitted from the listing in T.I.S.
no.

26 -

Ed.)

JttlY 12 - NEW YORK DEMONSTRATION More than 50 people in New York demonstrated against
American military intervention in East Timor. Leaflets headed "U.S. pilots
are bombing Asians again" were handed out at the protest, which was sponsored by the
East Timor Defence Committee.

(East Timor News no.39, 10.8.78)

Ju±Y 15 - FRANKFURT PROTEST East Timor supporters were present at a mass meeting add
ressed by the U.S. president Carter in Frankfurt. The demonstrators distrib
uted leaflets opposing US military intervention and aid for Suharto in East Timor.
(East Timor News no.39. 10.8.78)

July 28 - PORTUGAL still regards itself as the administering power of East Timor,
according to its Foreign Minister Vitor sa Machado. He said Portugal

refused to regard as "legitimate" any action designed to promote Indonesian sovereign
ty over East Timor, especially the visit there by President Suharto. Portugal, he
said, "would use all diplomatic means at its disposal to lessen the sufferings and
deprivations of the (East Timorese) people who still regard themselves as part of the

tfy Portuguese nation.

(Nation Review, July 28-Aug. 3, 1978)

July 30 - NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE A meeting of more than 80 foreign ministers of nonaligned countries, held in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, affirmed the right of the
East Timorese to self-determination. 20 countries entered 'reservations' on the move,
notably Indonesia; Peru and Burundi joined the pro-Indonesia group, whereas last Nov
ember in the United Nations General Assembly they had opposed Indonesia's claim to

East Timor.

(Review of International Affairs, Aug.5 - 20, 1978)

August 11 - HORTA VISIT

The New Zealand government stipulated that Jose Ramos-Horta

would only be allowed into New Zealand on a 'private visit' and only on
condition that he did not talk about FRETILIN. Horta, FRETILIN'S representative at
the United Nations, was invited to tour the country by the New Zealand Campaign for
an Independent East Timor.

Defending the 'gag' on Horta, the Prime Minister Mr Muldoon

said New

Zealand had to act 'very correctly' when considering whether to admit oppon

ents of a friendly country on 'propaganda tours'. Labour parliamentarians called the
ban a "disgrace". CIET's coordinator Mr C. lies said the group intended to go ahead

|T\ with arrangements for the December visit.

(N.Z. Herald,11.8.78)

August 15 - MILITARY AID Australian aid to Indonesia under the Defence Cooperation
Agreement for 1978/79 will total $6.9 million. This is a drop of $300,000
on the 1977/78 allocation.

The Treasurer Mr Howard announced that the funds would be

used for such purposes as the survey and mapping project in West Papua New Guinea;

provision of Nomad aircraft, Sioux helicopters and patrol craft, and training in supp
support, maintenance and communication skills for Indonesian military personnel.
(Hansard, House of Representatives, 15.8.78)
UNITED NATIONS

Indonesia's ambassador to the United Nations Anwar Sani said Indonesia

was trying to scrap the East Timor issue from the agenda of the U.N.
General Assembly meeting in November. It was a finished issue internally, he said.
"There are no more military activities in East Timor because the people have exercised

their right to be united with Indonesia."
(At last November's General Assembly meet
ing, 67 countries rejected the claim that East Timor was part of Indonesia; 27 backed
Indonesia; 46 - including Australia - abstained. - Ed.)
August 17 -

PROTEST NOTE

(Nation Review, 25 -

31.8.78)

Representatives of the CIET in Canberra and the Australia-

East Timor Association in Melbourne delivered a protest note to the Indon-

nesian embassy in Canberra, on the anniversary of Indonesia's Independence Day. The
note protested the denial of human rights in East Timor, the Indonesian government's
refusal to abide by resolutions of the United Nations, and the presence in East Timor
of American military advisors.

(Canberra Times, 18.8.78)
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In Sydney on August 18th, the Indonesian Independence Day ball was picketed by East
Timor activists, while in Melbourne on August 20th demonstrators protested outside
the hall where an Independence Day fair was being held. To a background of Timorese

music, speakers addressed the crowd and literature was sold. The fair's organisers
cancelled the repeat screening of an Indonesian government film on East Timor because
of the demonstration.

(East Timor Calling, Radio 3CR,24.8.78)

September 5 - ARSENIO HORTA

An Indonesian military spokesman announced the surrender

of Arsenio Horta, the younger brother of Jose Ramos-Horta.

In the AAP

report, the spokesman claimed Horta, who allegedly surrendered with his *followers'
might be taken to Jakarta for interrogation. (Horta is a former UDT member who was
arrested by FRETILIN after the civil war in 1975, but released just prior to the full
scale Indonesian invasion. - Ed.)

(Age, 6.9.68)

do AMARAL

In Dili, Brigadier-General Dading - the Indonesian military commander announced the capture of Francisco Xavier do Amaral, former president of
the Democratic Republic of East Timor. The capture allegedly took place on August 30,

in an ambush 18 km south of Dili.

Dading said do Amaral was in poor health and had

been flown to Jakarta for medical treatment.

(Almost exactly a year ago, do Amaral

was arrested by FRETILIN and charged with treason:

see T.I.S. no.20/21 October 1977)

(Age, 8.9.78 SEast Timor News 14.9.78)

Sept. 7-9 - AMBASSADOR'S VISIT
for three days.

Eleven ambassadors to Indonesia visited East Timor

The countries represented were Australia, New Zealand,

•^^0

Japan, Canada, South Korea, Bangladesh, India, United States, Egypt, Syria and Iraq.
(According to East Timor News, it is unclear whether the last two countries actually
went.)

All have accorded de facto or de jure recognition to Indonesian claims to

East Timor, and have taken pro-Indonesian stands at the United Nations or at the con

ference of non-aligned countries. (See T.I.S. no.20/21, xhronology item 13.4.77)
The group was led by the Indonesian Foreign Minister Mr Mochtar and also
included a number of foreign journalists. They were taken to Dili, Baucau airport
Maliana and Remexio.

September 14 - ECONOMIC AID A further $250,000 has been given to the Indonesian Red
Cross for East Timor aid. The grant was announced by the Foreign
Affairs Minister Mr Peacock.
The Minister claimed that Mr Critchley, the Australian
ambassador to Indonesia, had reported major problems with the distribution of aid in
East Timor, following his tour there earlier in the month.
Critchley "was given to
understand" there was enough food and medicine for the "displaced people", but aid was
hampered by the poor state of the roads, and lack of suitable transport.
Peacock said Australia's

contributions

to the Indonesian Red Cross

to dat

•^^0

($81,000 in October 1976 and $250,000 in late 1976 - ed.)
had been used to buy
medicines, medical supplies, relief goods, and to cover distribution costs and

provision of basic medical facilities in rural and urban areas.
(Hansard, House of Representatives, 14.9.78)

September 23 - REFUGEES A member of the Immigration department team which went to
Jakarta in July said he expected to be in Dili at the end of October
to process approximately 600 Timorese refugees with relatives in Australia.
Norman
Hoffman gave details of the 'family reunion exercise' in an interview with the Can
berra Times. The guidelines for refugees wishing to enter Australia were fairly
flexible, he said, but "until we see them we can't be sure they even want to come

here."

Under the July arrangements, Hoffman said, an Indonesian mission would process

those who wished to remain in East Timor.

(Canberra Times, 23.9.78)

BACK ISSUES:

Back issues of T.I.S.

_^___

available as photocopies only - at $5 a set (including
postage).
Issues 13-24 are available at $4 a set (ineludes some photocopies)

are available.

Issues
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1-12 are

kh. pKehent here a *>ummaiu c<

views as \elated bu fi<:Ul^t,
concen.n4.ng, events in last Timcn

during the month oh June, 797$.
[Var = Message to Vanwln-CIET;
RM - Radio Maubere Broadcast;
TW = Two \/xiy raalo contact:
Varw^n-East Timor. )

_______

Completion o£ Indonesian troop budid up;

(b) Escalation o& U.S. tnvolvment In the tmr;

and (c),

Intensified mltttary activ^Jm ^n the Centre-North Sector ee mapf area marked (3

GENERAL SITUATION: The Indonesian troop build up, begun in May,
completed by early June. The 15,000 new troops 'show how false was
Indonesian propaganda that Fretilin was finished and that the coun

try was at peace.'(RM,4/6/78). Location of these 12 'new' battalions: 6 are operating
in Baucau, Laga, Viqueque and Uatolari areas (map:(5)) and another 6 in Remexio, Manatuto, Laklubar, Aileu and Turiscai areas (map:(3) &{4)) (Dar, 7/7/78)

Escalation of U.S. involvment: On 7 May,'78, two U.S. military advisers attempted to
land from a helicopter in Ermera village ... but were forced to fly away without land-

^

ing due to Fretilin ground fire.This is the earliest presence of U.S. advisers in the
field.(Dar, 14/8/78)By mid-June U.S. military advisers and mercenaries are deeply in
volved in fighting in Lekidoe, Turiscai and Remexio areas (map:(3)).(RM, 18/6/78;DAR,
19/6/78, 7/7/78; TW, 18/6/78) Reports from Kupang, Atambua (West Timor) and Dili (DAS,
5/6/78) indicate build up in air support(Bronco OV-10's and helicopters) for new off
ensives. These begin in mid-June (map:(3)) and continue through till September - with
participation of U.S. personnel especially in map areas (3),(4) and (5).
BORDER AREAS (map:(1) and (2)): Early June:Fighting continues.(RM, 11/6/78) June,
10-18: Bloody fighting continues. Murdering Suharto troops with U.S. weapons are mas

sacring population, destroying houses, properties and crops. Despite the presence of
U.S. military advisers, aircraft and weapons, Falintil and the civilian population are
continuing heroic resistance and maintaining high morale.(RM, 18/6/78)
June 22: Fighting continues.

(DAR, 22/6/78)

CENTRE NORTH SECTOR (map: (3)): June 2-10 : Fretilin forces defeated an Indonesian at

tempt to capture Remexio village. The enemy was forced back to their original position
near Dili with some dead. In Manatuto, Indonesian soldiers and the captured population
are starving. The enemy is trying to bring food from Laclo, about 20 km. to the west.
(RM, 11/6/78) June 10-18:Major new offensives close to Dili: the attacks were centred

^

on Remexio, Metinaro, on the north coast and Laclo about 50km to the south east of Dili.
A toal of 81 Indonesian soldiers were killed and many wounded. Fretilin suffered 9 dead

and 9 wounded. Indonesian forces had occupied Laclo village but had been repelled from
Remexio but were launching new attacks. Remexio was being attacked from a number of di
rections from positons near Dili on Kero and Tali Belo mountains, and from Aileu vill
age. The attacks on Remexio are being backed by heavy air and naval bombardment, while
U.S. tanks are stationed at Modulebu and are shelling Remexio. To the south of Remexio

the Fretilin held town of Lekidoe is also being heavily bombed prior to an expected
attack.(RM,18/6/78;Dar,19/6/78; TW, 18/6/78) June 21-22: US advisers involved in fight
ing on the Aikurima river, on the eastern outskirts of Remexio.(Dar, 7/7/78)
CENTRE SOUTH SECTOR (map (4)): Early June -The enemy are reinforcing their garrisons
in Turiscai, Betano, Laclubar and Soibada to prepare for an offensive of encirclement

and annihilation of the large Fretilin controlled areas.(RM,11/6/78) June 20: Heavy
bombing continues in preparation for offensives.(Dar, 22/6/78)

June 23:In the Tutu-

loro-Same area, 17 Indonesian troops killed in a clash with Falintil who suffered no
casualties.(Dar, 21/7/78)

EASTERN SECTOR (map (5)): Early June- In Ossu, south of Baucau, the enemy are forcing
the population to work fields on the outskirts of the village. But these areas are al
so under Fretilin control and many of the captured population have escaped.(RM, 11/6/78)
June 10:Falintil completely destroyed a tank and killed So Indonesian soldiers when

they tried to advance from Laga on the north coast, southward to Laga. (Dar, 22/6/78)
June 10-20: Large numbers of Indonesian troops are being landed on the south coast near
Los Palos in preparation for new offensives. (Dar, 22/6/78)
•
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DEATH

OCT., 1975

We recall here a selection o{)

comments on xkis event, the

significance oh which Ites
not so much In the hac-£ that

hive people were lulled as In
the reason why they were
lulled. [See quote h^om Ross
Johnson below.)

Eye-witness Account
"The man with the bald head

(Peters) was still filming,
then he cried out and fell
down. The other Australians

were screaming 'Australians,
Australians', with their hands

up. The soldiers circled them

and made them turn their bac^jf

Television reporter Greg Shackleton painting 'Australia' sign on house in

and face the wall of the house.
We heard the Australians

Balibo, Tuesday 14 October 1975—two days before his death. (From televi
sion film). Courtesy of HSV7, Melbourne.

screaming and then there was a

(From Jill Jolliffe's East Timor: Nationalism and
Colonialism, University of Queensland Press, St.
Lucia, Queensland, 1978, p. 171.)

burst of automatic fire."

(Fre

tilin soldiers as interviewed

by Roger East, in Jill Jolliffe

Jose Martins (Former secretary of East Timorese Kota Party

book - see photo this page.)

Report by Australian Foreign Affairs Department of an interview held in Melbourne,
10/5/76: - "Martins' basic claim is that he was in and around Balibo on 16 October,
1975) and that it was common knowledge that some Indonesian troops had killed the
journalists."
Australian Intelligence

"When the Indonesians went ashore (in East Timor) D.S.D., at darwin was easily able to
monitor communications. So...when 5 Australian journalists were killed at Balibo it was

known immediately." (Richard Hall, The Secret State: Australia's Spy Industry, Cassell
Australia, 1978, pJ50.)
Russ Johnson - Senior executive of American Friends Service Committee, from Philadelphia,

U.S.A., who has spent many years in Indonesia - learnt about the killing of the journ-—^
alists from a prisoner in jail in Jakarta. The jailors had been part of a special comm
ando squad in East Timor.

"Neither will I forget that these people (the journalists) were murdered, apparently on
direct and explicit orders from the Indonesian government, to stop the documentation of
what was happening in Timor reaching the outside world." (Telex to Melbourne Herald
entitled "Guilt First" from John Fraser, in New York, U.S.A., 2/2/1976.)
Aus t r a l i an Gove rnment

"Three years after the event and the Australian government has still not formally
advised the families of the journalists that they have been listed as killed."
(Shirley Shackelton, Hinch and Williams' programme, Melbourne Radio Station 3XY,

September^ 1978.)
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