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DOCUMENT FROM THE STREETS OF DILI
This document was found on a

Dili street in mid-1980 by an

RIWAYAT -

HIDUP

Indonesian visitor to East

Timor.

We have been told that

Mama

East Timorese applicants for

Tempat/tgl. lahir

jobs in the Indonesian public

Kebangsaan

service in Dili must complete

Jen is Kelamin

such a

A g a id a

form.

A

L

A M A

T

In many ways, it is not unlike

PENDIDIKAN

forms which Australians have

Nama orang tuai Ayah

to complete in day-to-day life,
including a legally binding
signature as testimony to the

Kawin/beluin kawin/janda/du
da

truthfulness of the statements

Nama isteri/suami

Ibu

Juralah anak kandung

in the form.
10.

Hasa kerja

But, in the context of present-

11.

Pekerjaan

day East Timor, completing

12.

Tempat be kerja sekarang

such a form could be a very

13.

Pendapatan/honor

dangerous action.

U.

Sebelum 11 Agustus 197S

A statement of nationality is

15.

required (point 3). In occu

Sejak 11 Agustus 1975 s/d
7 Desember 1975

pied East Timor, any person
who has refused to take out

Indonesian nationality is

16.

Sejak 7 Desember 1975 s/d
Sekarang

ineligible for work in the
public service. In 1978, let
ters from Dili told of sackings

of people who had refused to
adopt the nationality of the

17.

Ex-Part a i

18.

Deroikianlah daftar riwayat hidup ini saya buat dengan sebenarnya dan apabila di-

invader.

kemudian hari terdapat keterangan yang tidak benar dalam riwayat hidup ini saber

More serious questions are

sedia dituntuk dimuka sidang pengadilan.-

raised by points 14-17. Here
Dili

individuals are required to

,1980,

disclose their activities be
fore and after two critical

dates in recent history - 11th

of August 1975 (date of UDT coup-attempt) and 7th of December 1975 (date of full-scale
Indonesian invasion).

A statement of membership of political parties (i.e. Fretilin,

UDT etc. - now banned) is also required.

Doubtless the answers to these questions are examined closely by Indonesian Intelligence
officers in Dili such as Sinaga and Bambang Permadi and will determine whether a person

gets a job or whether he/she requires closer watching. With 'disappearances1 and sum
mary execution being the order of the day under Indonesian occupation, that legally
binding signature becomes a very serious matter*
****************

(TRANSLATION OF DOCUMENT: 1.Name;'2.Place/date of birth; 3.Nationality; 4,Sex; 5.Rel
igion- 6.Address; 7.Education; 8.Parents names -j Father,Mother; 9.Marital status,name
of wife,husband, number of children; 10.Period of work (?); 11.Occupation; 12. Current

place of work; 13. Income (?); 14.Before 11 August 1980; 15. From 11 August 1975 until

7 December 1975; 16. From 7 December 1975 intil now; 17. Ex-party; 18. This ourriculumvitae has been completed truthfully and should it be found to contain any untruths, I

am prepared to go before a court (approx. -ed,).

Cover photo; Alieu, October 1975. ACFOA.
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JUNE 10

MILITARY STRIKE NEAR CAPITAL

In the second week of June 1980, FRETILIN guerillas launched an attack on Indonesian

positions on the outskirts of Dili. Despite continual claims by Timorese of military
activity in many parts of the territory (1), the June attack is the first specific event
to be widely reported in Western media since the ambush and killing of D.R.E.T. Pres
ident Nicolau Lobato in December 1978.
WHAT HAPPENED IN JUNE ?

The fine detail of the June attack remains elusive.
Jill Jolliffe in Portugal separ
ately interviewed three Timorese who were in Dili at the time of the attack. According
to them, gunfire began just after midnight on the night of June 9 and continued until
dawn. They identified the- three areas as Dare (site of the war-damaged seminary),
Becora and Marabia (site-of Indonesian T.V. transmitter). One of the witnesses reported

"Indonesian soldiers running around the streets (of Dili) in great confusion'1 (2).
An AAP-Reuter report citing 'informed sources' said four Indonesian soldiers were killed,
several were wounded and one guerilla shot dead in at least three FRETILIN 'ambushes' one of which was near the Dili Television station (3).

David Jenkins in Jakarta gave a similar account to that of AAP though he claimed the
events occurred on the night of June 10-11 (4). FRETILIN representative at the United
Nations Jose Ramos Horta reported that guerilla forces captured military equipment,

destroyed the television station and damaged Indonesian military barracks at Dare (5).
The number of deaths has recently been confirmed by a Dili source (6); the capture of
military equipment has also been reported by an Indonesian source in Dili (see below)
and David Jenkins; the claim of destruction of the television station was not mentioned

by Jill Jolliffe's sources and was denied by the AAP-Reuter report.
(An alternate version of the event circulating in official and diplomatic circles in

Jakarta claims there was no FRETILIN attack but rather, the events were a 'set-up' to
provide a pretext for interrogation and execution of people under suspicion of aiding
the resistance. In this version, probably 6-8 people were executed including some Indo

le have been unab le ;/'
to locate Becora - ed.
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nesian soldiers. The story comes from official Indonesian sources and does not appear
to square with other evidence or some events which followed the incident (7). )
AFTERMATH

The attack was followed by increased security in Dili by Indonesian forces. According
to Jolliffe's witnesses,who were in Dili for a month after the event, the curfew hour
was changed from midnight to 9 p.m. , the attack areas were evacuated by the military

and houses destroyed 'in reprisal1. All residents in the areas were interrogated and
some were detained in Comarca prison.

These sources reported that several days after the attacks, two Indonesian warships
arrived in Dili and unloaded troops and tanks "which circled the city in a show of
force for several hours". They were later joined by troops who came by road from Lospalos (eastern region) and General Dading, military commander of East Timor and the
Lesser Sunda islands, flew in from Bali. The troops were later stationed in the attack
areas. The AAP-Reuter report confirmed
increased security and Dading's arrival in
Dili.

A highly placed Jakarta source has confirmed that a large number of Dili residents had
been rounded-up and detained. As of early August, according to this source, 98 people
were still in detention (8).

An Indonesian source in Dili has provided

detail of the

aftermath which no other sources have mentioned:~
'THREE DILI RESIDENTS EXECUTED1

Our source reported that several nights after the attack, three prominent Dili Catholics
approached staff of the Junior Seminary at Lahane near Dare seeking food and shelter.

They told the seminary head that during the attack, they were forced by the guerillas
to carry captured arms and ammunition back into the bush. They returned to Dili, but
being afraid of possible Indonesian reprisals, they hid in the bush on the the outskirts
of the capital. Hunger had forced them to try the seminary for help.

Initially the three were told that the seminary could not offer sanctuary because that
might put the seminary in trouble with the military as well. Later however, the sem
inary head contacted the Dili Bishop who wouldn't go to Lahane because of the curfew
but he did agree to interview the three men the following morning.

Following the interview, the Bishop and seminary head made representations to the Indo
nesian military intelligence body in Dili, saying that they would vouch for the three
men ~ that they were not involved, by choice, in the June incident.
According to our source, the three were then taken by the Indonesian military and
handed over to a HANSIP (local militia) group which took them to Dare seminary. There,

on a games court, the three were executed. Their bodies were rolled down a nearby
slope. As of early August, their bodies remained because people were afraid to retrieve
them for burial (9).

It is an account from an Indonesian visitor to Dili who is unlikely to contrive such a
story.
THE JUNE 10 ATTACK - WHAT SIGNIFICANCE ?

As a military event, the June 10 attack may well be smaller than those in other parts
of the territory (particularly the eastern region). An attack on Dili, however, is
difficult to deny because non-military Indonesians and some non-Indonesian aid officials
know otherwise. Such an attack gives credence to the unconfirmed claims by Timorese
of fighting in other parts of East Timor.

The Dili attack

may be part of the upsurge in guerilla activity seen throughout 1980.

This increase in activity, by comparison with 1979, may be explained in part by the
many reports that several hundred Timorese, trained and armed by the Indonesian army to

operate as a local militia, early this year fled to the bush to join the resistance (10)
Neither the Dili attack nor the other reports reveal much about the nature and degree

of organisation of the armed resistance to Indonesian occupation. However, the contin
ued presence in East Timor of some 30,000 troops and rumours in Jakarta of a new Indo
nesian offensive late in 1980 (11), suggest that the resistance is far from finished.
_4_
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Sources/footnotes

1.

Letters from Timorese in Timor and accounts from recent refugees, while often lack
ing in fine detail, indicate much military activity, particularly in the eastern
areas. See for example map in the Australia-East Timor Association's broadsheet,

"Stop the landrovers" . and Jill Jolliffe fs "Fighting in Timor goes on: Letters" in
The Herald (Melb), 22 May 1980.

2.

Fullest account of Jolliffe rs item appeared in Canberra Times, 18 August 1980 as
"Refugees describe raid by Fretilin guerillas".

3.

"Four killed in Timor clash" in Canberra Times, 19 June 1980.

4.

"Fretilin raid kills four" in The Herald (Melb.), 16 June 1980.

5.

"ips" news report, New York, 28 June 1980. (Photocopy held by T.I.S.)

6.

Verbal communication from Timorese in Australia in receipt of letter from Dili,.
4 October 1980.

Actual letter not seen.

7.

Personal communication from Indonesian citizen, Jakarta, August 1980.

8.

Personal communication, Jakarta, August 1980.

9.

Personal communication from Indonesian visitor to Dili, August 1980.

10. See Jill Jolliffe's item in reference (1) above. Also we understand a very senior
Timorese personality in Dili wrote to Timorese in Australia telling of this event
- we have not seen the letter.

11. Personal communication from Australian visitor to Jakarta, September 1980. The
figure of 30,000 Indonesian troops includes non-combat units.

ACFOA CALLS FOR CESSATION OF MILITARY AID TO INDONESIA
The 1980 annual meeting of the Australian Council for Overseas Aid (ACFOA) has called on

the Australian government to "cease all military aid to Indonesia until genuine selfdetermination for the East Timorese is achieved".

Meeting in Sydney on September 27-28, the 33-member aid body also agreed that "the basis
of aid for the East Timorese and the basis of Australian aid agencies' presentations to

the United nations and elsewhere is that there should be a genuine internationally
supervised process of self-determination for the East Timorese people".

The resolutions adopted by the Council arose from a meeting in Melbourne in August which
involved some 16 Australian overseas aid and welfare organisations directly concerned
with East Timor issues. The Melbourne meeting drew its resolutions from the findings of
Patrick Walsh who, under ACFOA auspices, had just completed a visit to the U.S.A.,
Europe and Jakarta.

In other resolutions, the ACFOA Council urged the Australian government to facilitate
the entry into Australia of Timorese refugees in Portugal and called on the Australian

combined agencies East Timor Relief Appeal (ETRA) to assist those refugees in their
short-term needs.

Concerning the Australian-Indonesian family reunion agreement, ACFOA urged the Austral
ian government to apply to send an immigration team direct to Dili to complete the
programme and called on member-agencies to raise the issue with counterpart organis
ations internationally - including Indonesia.

The Council agreed that Australian aid agencies should continue to apply to conduct aid
programmes in East Timor and 'noted' the August Melbourne meeting's recommendation that,
currently, an acceptable channel for humanitarian aid is via the Catholic Church in
Dili.

Sources: -Text of resolutions, ACFOA Council meeting, 27-28 September 1980.
- "Report of Meeting on East Timor called by ACFOA East Timor Sub-committee,
20 August 1980."
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U.S. HEARING -

STATE DEPARTMENT UNDER FIRE

The U.S. State Department's position on East Timor came under attack and was substant
ially discredited during a U.S. Congressional hearing in June. The Congressional Sub
committee on Foreign Operations met on June 10 to inquire into allegations of misapprop
riation of aid destined for East Timor. Unlike the pro-Indonesian government attitudes

which greeted Jim Dunn when he attended the first such hearing in March 1977, the ques
tioning by Congressmen was distinctly sympathetic to the East Timorese case.
WHO WAS THERE ?

The four-hour hearing was held in a crowded room where three congressmen (Clarence Long,
Matthew McHugh and Julian Dixon) and an audience of about 70 heard four invited people
give testimony: Richard Holbrooke (Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and the
Pacific); Francisco Fernandes (Timorese Catholic priest and honorary chairman of the

East Timor Refugees Commission in Portugal); Rear-Admiral Gene LaPoque (director of the
Center for Defence Information); and David Hinkley (chairman of Amnesty International
U.S.A.).

Neither International Red Cross (ICRC) nor U.S. Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the only
two non-Indonesian aid organisations in East Timor, were represented at the June hearing.
ICRC has a standing policy of not participating in such events. CRS, which was invited

to give evidence and has given evidence in past hearings, has yet to explain publicly
why it declined to be present at the June hearing.
It is known that Frank Carlin, field officer for the CRS program in East Timor until

he became seriously ill earlier this year, was in the U.S., had prepared material and
was ready to give evidence. However, the invitation to CRS to be present was refused
by its executive director, Bishop Broderick.

As the organisation has already drawn much criticism on its East Timor program, it is
possible that CRS did not want to be dispensing more self-incriminating evidence. In the
event, the State Department effectively spoke for CRS and described their East Timor
operation as "our program".

The Indonesian Ambassador to Washington, officers of the Dutch embassy and foreign
press correspondents arrived after the room had filled and were refused entry. Among
those in the audience were ACFOA representative Pat Walsh, several State Department
people, American Timor activists, Congressional aides and two Indonesians.

Early in the proceedings a congressional aide was told to turn off her tape recorder.
replied "I'll turn mine off if you tell that guy (one of the Indonesians) to turn his
off!"

She

A committee-room officer duly issued the order to the somewhat embarrassed

Indonesian official
HOLBROOKE CONCEDES MAJOR POINTS

Richard Holbrooke kept to his prepared speech which claimed "dramatic progress" in East
Timor in the previous nine months. He claimed the U.S.'s cooperation with Indonesia
had enabled it to play a "active and constructive role" in East Timor and concluded that
what remained to be resolved in the country were "humanitarian problems".
When questioned by the committee, Holbrooke suggested the Indonesian government should
be given due recognition for its work in the territory by using the saying "Is the glass
half empty or half full?". Chairman Long noted that this was a most unfortunate analogy
and asked Holbrooke if he was saying that half the population of East Timor was star
ving.

Long also pointed out "major discrepancies" between State Department claims and those
made by other witnesses and the press.

Under questioning, Holbrooke conceded some key

points:
- there has been no act of self-determination by the East Timorese;

- Indonesia took control of East Timor by force of arms, mostly supplied by the U.S.A.
- the Indonesian government prevents free emigration from East Timor.
Questions on the detail of on-the-ground aid programs in East Timor were answered for

Holbrooke by Paul Gardner, an officer of the U.S. embassy in Jakarta who had visited
Timor in March.

Gardner agreed in answer to questions that substantial quantities of
-6DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT:
http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

aid were misappropriated prior
to October 1979, when ICRC and
CRS started work in Timor.

DECEMBER 1979 - CRS COVERS UP

Since then,

At the June 10 hearings, Richard Holbrooke said aid

losses were in the

5-15% range, he said.
Holbrooke justified the U.S.
voting in support of Indonesia
at the UN by saying that the
practice started in President
Ford's time and that such

voting helped East Timor.

losses were "well below 10-15%** (whatever that means).
He said when the CRS program began in late 1979, "lo
cal military and police took what they considered to
be their share
" and that, at first, CRS did not
have the manpower to systematically record food dis
tribution so that was left to local military command
ers "and it is probable that in some areas there have

He

said there was no timetable for

evaluation by the US of progress
in East Timor because this
would amount to an ultimatum

which would be undesirable in

a "bilateral relationship with
close friends". Chairman Long
responded that he saw it diff

erently : the US was trying to
maintain good relations with
governments which kill and
starve people and was not

been abuses."

Compare that admission with answers to questions given
by CRS official A.E. Sonaggere at similar hearings in
Washington in December 1979:

Mr. Oilman. There was also a report that some of the supplies are
not getting to the people but are being intercepted by troops. Is there
any report ofthat ?

Mr. Sonaggere. Totally erroneous.

Mr. Oilman. How often do your people go out to check up on
distribution?

Mr. Sonaggere. Even' distribution.

using enough leverage on the Indonesian government over East Timor.
FATHER FERNANDES ON THE INDONESIAN OCCUPATION

Fr Fernandes1 report to the hearing described the "development" which had taken place
in East Timor since the Indonesian invasion as being cosmetic and unaccompanied by moral,

political or economic change. He succinctly summarised the causes of the desperate
situation found in East Timor by the ICRC in 1979 as being:- the Indonesian invasion and
the violence associated with it; the "resettlement camps"; aid misappropriations; lack
of adequate access to the country by international aid agencies.
The tracing of missing relatives, cessation of executions without trial, the release
of political prisoners, family re-unification and free emigration from East Timor were
listed by Fr Fernandes as the main humanitarian needs of East Timor. He concluded that
The East Timorese did not accept integration into Indonesia. Timorese saw their own

self-determination, not the granting of more aid, as a solution to their problems Fr
Fernandes said.

U.S.

FOREIGN POLICY AND AL CAPONE.

Rear Admiral La Rocque said that the U.S. had no military interests of overriding im
portance to blind it to Indonesian actions in East Timor. These actions, he said, raised
very important questions about United States arms transfer policies, human rights policy

and overall foreign and military priorities and objectives. La Rocque further suggested
that the U.S. should maintain standards and restraints on arms sales to nations viol
ating basic human rights.

Asked by Clarence Long if the Indonesian government should get the benefit of the doubt
on its actions in East Timor, La Rocque replied with a short story:- "When I was a
small boy growing up in Chicago, they used to say that Al Capone was a good man because
he gave money to widows and orphans. I view the Indonesians as such in East Timor."
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ON EXECUTIONS & 'DISAPPEARANCES'

The Amnesty International report concentrated on two issues - the 'disappearances1 of
East Timorese who surrendered under Suharto's 'amnesty offer' in 1977 or who were cap
tured by Indonesian troops and the imprisonment of some 800 combatants and non-combat
ants as political prisoners.

David Hinkley said he believed that Indonesian forces had probably executed at least
22 people who had 'disappeared1 after surrender or capture. In addition to the fact of
imprisonment for political reasons> Hinkley quoted "persistent reports" which describe
prison conditions as overcrowded with inmates being undernourished and (some) tortured.
(continued on page 8....)
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JUNE HEARINGS - WHAT SIGNIFICANCE ?

This hearing before the 'House Sub-committee on Foreign Operations was brought on foll
owing U.S. media exposure of the situation in East Timor, the explicit U.S. influence

in the territory and allegations of aid corruption as well as some hard 'legwork' by
American Timor activists. While no recommendations or conclusions are drawn from such

hearings, they do provide public access to congressmen and government departments and
place on the record the views of the latter. This particular hearing on East Timor
enabled Fr Fernandes and his associates to raise the issue with some 100 congressional
representatives and their aides.

Given the importance of the U.S. as an arms supplier and strong supporter of the
Indonesian government and the latter's extreme sensitivity to any criticism voiced
internationally, careful note of the hearing (including Holbrooke's admissions) will
have been taken in Jakarta - not to mention Canberra. While there is no sign of any

major shift in American policy on Timor, the June hearing was a significant part of the
much greater exposure the Timor issue is receiving in Washington. That exposure is
increasing sympathies for the East Timorese claims and aspirations.

(This account was drawn from written testimonies of witnesses at the hearing and a TIS
interview of ACFOA representative Pat Walsh)

AUSTRALIAN REFUGEE POLICY - LIMITED CHANGES
On October 7, 1980 the Australian government considerably relaxed the rules governing
the admission of East Timorese refugees to Australia. Timorese outside Australia on

or before September 30, 1980 will be admitted to Australia provided they have a blood
relative who has been in Australia for at least twelve months who is prepared to nom

inate them, provide initial accomodation and help them look for work.

Many hundreds of Timorese in Jakarta, Lisbon, Macao and Taiwan will benefit.
The announcement was made during the federal election campaign and immediately prior to
the United Nations debate on Timor, and is certainly the result of a number of factors

including continuing pressure from Timorese in Australia, Australian aid and welfare
organisations, a sympathetic press and the personal sympathy of the Immigration
minister, Ian MacPhee. The Ministerial statement referred to the living conditions of
the Timorese in Portugal, Australia's association with Timor during World War II, and
the Timorese record of successful settlement in Australia, as reasons for extending

special consideration to the Timorese.

The government is not calling the people

'refugees' as this would offend the Indonesian government.

The announcement, however, falls short of what the Timorese community and the aid

agencies have sought. Those outside Timor without relatives in Australia are not
eligible. Thus some 600 Timorese in Portugal and a scattering in Jakarta and else
where will not be admitted.

Furthermore the announcement makes no provision for

Timorese inside Timor presumably because this involves the sensitivities of the Indo
nesian government too directly.

The aid-agency-supported RAFT campaign (Reunite in Australia the Families of Timor)
has announced it will continue to press for the admission of the following: the rest

of the 600 people on the short list agreed between the Indonesian and Australian gov
ernments (only 304 have arrived so far); the 2068 people nominated and hot accepted
in 1977; the parents and families of children isolated in Australia, and the rest of
the Timorese in Portugal and elsewhere. This amounts to at least a further 2500.

One might also mention the 20,000 people who - according to many reliable sources wish to leave Indonesian-occupied East Timor. Exit from East Timor is controlled by
General Benny Moerdani, deputy head of BAKIN, the Indonesian state intelligence

agency: an indication of the crucial sensitivity of this issue in Indonesian eyes.
The Australian government's announcement, welcome as it will be to the Timorese invol
ved was the easiest of the options facing it. The government continues to 'step around'
the more difficult issue of the free exit of people from East Timor because that
involves implicit criticism of Indonesia.
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MMmmaka muim
'Whispers in the wind1

MALCOLM

KEEPING QUIET

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY AID IN TIMOR?

Leaks have it that Prime Minister Fraser

The Australian government will provide

is not doing all he could to facilitate

$11.9 million in military aid to the
Indonesian army for the year 1980/81.

the arrival in Australia of the 300-odd

Timorese still to come under the agreed
family reunion scheme.

Immigration department workers in Canber
ra and Jakarta are working hard to com
plete the program and have suggested to
Mr Fraser that a letter from him, direct

to President Suharto, might do the trick.
It seems however that the PM is reluctant
to write. Could it be that his recent in
vitation to President Suharto to visit

Australia in early 1981 will be accepted
if Mr Fraser doesn't raise sensitive

questions like family reunions?

That is a 25% increase on the previous

year and will bring Australia's military
aid to

Included in this year's allocation are
250 military land-rovers which will be
delivered to Indonesia by November 1980.
Speaking before a Senate estimates com
mittee in September, defence Department
official Mr D.A. Whitty revealed that
there was no assurance or guarantee from
Indonesia that

the land-rovers would not

be used in Timor. Nor is there, said Mr
Whitty, any such limitation placed on
them by the Australian government.

TIMOR - BEST CENSORED STORY

The "possible massacre of 100,000 Timorese
at the hands of a U.S. ally (Indonesia)
using U.S. arms" was ranked among the 10

Indonesia since the invasion of

East Timor to over $42 million.

t Papers, 1980; Question on Not

ice No.6376 in Hansard, H. of Reps, 11
Sept. ,1980; Senate Estimates Committee
'FT, Hansard, 3 Sept., 1980, p. 515.)

'best censored' stories in American media
for 1979.

MONEY AND THREATS

The judgement was made by a panel of ten
journalists, scholars and consumer activ

Timorese priest, Father Francisco Fernandes,

project called "Project Censored."

now living in Western Australia, has given
testimony in support of Timorese self-deter

(Editor and Publisher, 31 May 1980.)

mination to the UN and two American Congres
sional sub-committees in the past year. He

ists as part of an annual media research

is seen as a

credible witness in those

forums.

POPE JOHN-PAUL TOO ?

A

little too credible it seems. On his return

from Congressional hearings in June this year,

Pope John-Paul 11 appeared on U.S. TV in
June asking Americans to help CRS and men

Fr Fernandes received a letter from Timor

tioned its program for the "drought-

claiming that a relative of his had been off

stricken population of East Timor."

ered "good positions and all facilities" if

before: it has claimed "the withdrawal of

he could persuade Fr Fernandes not to pub
licise, in the U.S.A., Indonesian activities
in East Timor. The offer was made by an off
icer of the US embassy in Jakarta who advises
deputy Secretary of State, Richard Holbrooke,

the Portuguese in 1975 and subsequent in

on East Timor matters. The offer was refused.

Perhaps we should forgive the Pope for not
mentioning war,as chances are, CRS fed him

the line. CRS has rewritten Timor history
corporation into Indonesia led to a civil
war"

The same relative was later threatened with

I

Incidentally, the Vatican does not recog

a gun by one Lucio Goncalves (son of the
pro-Indonesian Rajah of Atsabe) because of

nise the integration of East Timor into

Fr Fernandes1 activities.

Indonesia.

many Timorese now outside Timor remain sil

(Diocesan Link (CRS), 15 June 1980; CRS
East Timor telex, 29.February J980. )

ent about their experiences and observations
under Indonesian occupation.
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Small wonder that

NEW YORK TIMES A CHANGING

Not surprisingly, a letter covering the
program document advises that World Vision

I

The influential New York Times made no

will be working with the Indonesian army

mention of testimony and debates on East

(HANKAM) in Timor.

Timor at the United Nations in late 1979.

(Letter from World Vision to Indonesian

Asked to attend a press conference at the

Council of Churches, 17 March 1980).

time, the paper's UN correspondent, Ber
nard Nossiter dismissed the issue as "ra

ther esoteric". (Soon after, he devoted a
full page column to the delay in payment to
the Fiji government for its peace-keeping
force in Lebanon and published a report on
a debate over a missing comma in a^United
Nations document).

The Indonesian government views schools as
a key tool in accelerating integration of
the East Timorese into Indonesian society.
It wants schools in all the so-called re

settlement sites (strategic centres to oth
ers) and has approached the Australian

Recently however, a New York Times editor
ial gave credibility to Timorese accounts
of events in Timor and implied that the
Timorese might be better-off outside Indo
nesian rule.

AUSSIE FIBRO SCHOOLS IN TIMOR ?

government to provide prefabricated school
buildings for the territory.

We understand James Hardie Asbestos Ltd may

And Nossiter - he now holds

the Indonesian army responsible for fam
ine and slaughter in Timor and cites

'experts on colonialism' as saying that
East Timor (along with Namibia and Western
Sahara) is a "plausible candidate for
eventual nationhood".

get the nod to supply the materials - a
company with all the right qualifications.
This company has two subsidiaries in Java
- P.T. James Hardie Asbestos Indonesia (a

factory of which was opened by President
Suharto in 1976) and P.T. Harflex Asbes
Semen.

(N. Chomsky's "A Curtain of Ignorance" in
S.E.Asia Chronicle, No.74, Aug.1980; New
York Times, 25 July and 3 Aug., 1980.)

James Hardie Asbestos Ltd has also been a

prominent member of the Australia-Indonesia
Business Co-operation Committee. In 1975,

INDON, WORLD VISION - HELPING WHOM?

after the deaths of Australian journalists
at Balibo and at

Earlier this year, World Vision Indonesia
announced its aid program for East Timor.
The main areas of work were the sending of
50 orphans to Java and 100 orphans to parts
of Indonesia near Timor as well as creating
a new village for 250 families in East

Timor on a site "allocated by the govern
ment."

The program says nothing about the orphans
returning to Timor. This may be a contra
vention of the Fourth Geneva Convention

(Article 49) which prohibits transfers of

the time of Indonesian

military incursions into East Timor, the
AIBCC defended Indonesian behaviour towards

Timor. In 1976, the Committee was urging the
Australian government to give immediate

recognition to Indonesia's annexation of
East Timor.

(Indon. Church report on schools,1979;
Canberra Times, 20 May 1980; Aust. Foreign
Affairs Record, October 1976; Indonesian
Embassy Newsletter, Canberra, No.41/75;
The Age, 23 October 1976;)

'protected persons' from occupied terri
tory to that of the occupying power. As
for the new village, this sounds very much
like an Indonesian strategic centre.

T.I.S. BEGINS SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE
With this issue, we introduce T.I.S. readers to our Subscription Service. Many documents/
sources on East Timor (for example those cited in this issue of TIS) are usually seen by
very few people, the Subscription Service will enable this material to be obtained. We

expect this will be of most interest to Timor support groups in Australia and overseas.
The Service will be operated completely separately from the TIS Newsletter and will not
be included with future issues of T.I.S.

To find out how to get on the mailing list

for this Subscription Service, turn to the "Information Sheet" and List attached to the
back of this newsletter.
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PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT POLICY - WHICH DIRECTION ?
The future direction of Portuguese government policy on East Timor remains unclear. This
is despite a fairly detailed statement of intention made to the U.N, Decolonization
Committee in mid-October this year.

1980 has seen a number of conflicting reports on Portuguese government intentions. Early
reports indicated that Portugal was seeking

talks with Indonesia to secure the release

of some 17,000 Timorese from East Timor and that this marked the beginning of a more

"pragmatic" approach to East Timor's status - that is, a movement towards recognition
- ••*

of integration (1).

In May, following notice that Portugal's Western European allies would vote with Indo

nesia at the United Nations 'unless other factors arose', the Foreign Minister announced
that Portugal would seek support of the international community for a solution to the
East Timor problem but ruled out direct Portugal-Indonesia negotiations (2).

Then in

September, it was reported that Portugal would seek talks with the Indonesian government
over East Timor but stressed that

this did not represent recognition of Indonesia's

annexation (3). (Jakarta responded that it would discuss "humanitarian questions" with
Portugal only if the latter recognised Indonesian sovereignty in Timor (4) ).
On October 18, the Portuguese gov
ernment announced to the U.N.
colonisation Committee

De
ARTICLE 307

its intent

ion to hold consultations on East

Timor within Portugal, with "nat
ionally representative movements

" Independence of Timor

1. Portugal shall remain bound by its responsibili
ty, in accordance with international law, to promote and

of the Timorese people" and with
Indonesia (on the understanding
that this would not imply recog
nition of integration), the U.S.A.,

Council of the Revolution, and the government shall be
competent to perform all acts necessary to achievement

Australia, Japan, China, Holland,

of the aims set forth in the foregoing paragraph.

safeguard the right to independence of Timor Leste.

2. The President of the Republic, assisted by the

former Portuguese colonies and
members of the E.E.C. Following

~~

these consultations, government policy would be determined

~~

(5).

There is no direct reference in this submission to consultation with Timorese in

Timor. This omission is consistent with a very recent claim that the Portugese
government plans to conduct a "round-table conference" to secure an "act of free

choice" and that the Portugese government would go ahead with the plan "with or
without FRETILIN" (6).

The present Portuguese constitution commits the government to support for East Timor's
independence (see box). However the present government was returned to office in Oct
ober with a sufficient majority to effect its declared aim to change sections of the
constitution. Whether the Timor clause is changed remains to be seen.

No Portugese government so far can claim any credit for actions in support of
East Timorese independence. There is undoubted pressure on Portugal by the United
States and Australia to recognise the integration. Whether the Portugese govern
ment will defend Timorese rights to independence or find a way to concede integ
ration is not known. Recognition of integration would certainly be a diplomatic
victory for the Indonesian government, however any meaningful "act of free choice"
would have to be preceded by at least a complete withdrawal of Indonesian troops
and civilians. Until then, Timorese resistance will continue.
Sources:

(1) See for example "Thousands seek to leave troubled Timor" by Jimmy Burns in Christian
Science Monitor, 28 March 1980 and "Some may leave E Timor" by Peter Rodgers in the
Sydney Morning Herald, 23 April 1980.

(2) See "Portugal plans new initiative" by Jill Jolliffe in the Guardian (U.K.) 12 May,

1980'

(remaining references at bottom of page 12)
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS:

FEBRUARY TO AUGUST 1980

Feb. 1 - INDONESIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Dr H. Pooroe of the Indonesian Council of

Churches (DGI) informed the World Council of Churches that the DGI planned to

implement four programmes in East Timor aimed at "the rehabilitation and development of
the people". (The DGI programme has since been criticised by Catholic Church sources
for its links with the Indonesian military and its overt pro-integration motive. - ed.)
(Letter to W.C.C., 1.2.80)

Feb. 4 - U.S. STATE DEPT. A US State department report on human rights in Indonesia gave

passing attention to allegations of human rights violations by Indonesian forces
in East Timor.

It claimed that charges of executions and disappearances of former Fret

ilin members were "impossoble to confirm or deny". The current plight of the East Timor
ese - where, the report admitted, "thousands have died of hunger and warfare" - had pro
voked international concern, "but the reason for the warfare was not mentioned. The State

department preferred to attribute the starvation to "some of the poorest economic condit
ions in Indonesia and a recent drought-induced crop failure" .

(Country reports on human rights practices for 1979, p.450)

Feb. 6 - ANDERSON Professor Ben Anderson of Cornell University told a US congressional

'
committee that "the most appalling violations of human rights recently perpet
rated by the Suharto regime have taken place in...East Timor". Anderson's testimony also
accused the State department of complicity in Indonesian acts in East Timor and condemned

US ambassador Masters for keeping silent on the need for massive aid to East Timor until
June 1979, nine months after he had seen the terrible condition of the people.
(Tapol USA 20/21 April 1980)

Feb- 21 - INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS The ICRC's second report on its operations in East
Timor claimed that work was progressing. The villages selected for intensive

aid had been surveyed and the food and medical needs of the 68,000 inhabitants had been
assessed. Distribution of relief had begun.
(ICRC Situation report no. 2, 21.2.80)
Feb. 21 - CORVETTES

The Hague's District Court dismissed an injunction filed by 17

organisations challenging the export of two Corvette warships being built for
the Indonesian Navy.

the organisations.

The court refused - on legalistic grounds - to recognise any of

,On the same day, the issue was also debated in the Dutch parliament.
(East Timor & Pacific News, 2XX, 6.4.80)

Feb. 29 - CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

CRS issued a summary of its relief programme in East

Timor which began in September 1979. It claimed that perhaps half of the
240,000 Timorese who have received food and/or medicines under the CI& scheme have
"returned to a near-normal state", though it conceded that this standard might be judged

poor elsewhere in Indonesia. The CRS budget for this programme totalled $US 6 million.
It projected a number of longer term projects for May - October, such as a food-for-work
(CRS report, 29.2.80)
programme, as well as continuing food and medical aid.
March - FIGHTING

Letters smuggled from Dili claimed fighting continued in East Timor,

naming incidents in Quelicai, Los Palos, Fatoberlio, Alas, Betano, Maliana,

Laga, Viqueque and Raicoto.
.

(Melb. Herald 22.5.80)

March 12 - U.S. CONGRESS A group of 18 congressmen introduced a resolution calling on
the US government to push for the withdrawal of Indonesian troops from East
Timor and the holding of internationally-supervised elections. Other parts of the reso

lution sought more US humanitarian aid for East Timor (to be channelled through non
government organisations), free passage for East Timorese who want to emigrate, and the
Portugal - References (continued from p. 11)

(3) Aust. Broadcasting Commission radio programme "A.M.", 15 September 1980. (Ken Pottinger in Lisbon).

(4) "Indons no to Timor plan" by Jill Jolliffe in The Sun (Melb.), 23 September 1980..
(5) Portuguese govt submission to UN Decolonisation Committee, 18 October 1980.
(6) "Secret plan for 'act of choice' in Timor" in Tribune (Aust.), 29 October 1980.
-12DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

establishment of a US watch^-dog to monitor aid distribution and Timorese emigration.
(East Timor & Pacific News, 2XX, 6.4.80)

March 20 - INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

The Sydney Morning Herald reported agreement from

the Indonesian government for a six month extension of the International Red
Cross relief programme in East Timor.
( SMH, 20.3.80)

April - INDONESIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES The DGI recently appealed for aid for East Timor
in the Netherlands and West Germany, according to Fr. W. Roetenberg, a Dutch

priest who is secretary of the Central Missionary Consultative Council of Religious
Majors. Roetenberg claimed that Timorese he met in Jakarta believed that relief opera
tions in East Timor were "serving the interests of the Indonesian army in bringing about
the speediest possible enforced integration into Indonesia".

April 3-11 - DUNN

(Bijeen, April 1980)

Jim Dunn faced transfer from his position as Director of the Foreign

Affairs Division of the Parliamentary Library's Legislative Research Service
The Speaker, Sir Billy Snedden, admitted that part of the reason for the move was Dunn's

views on Timor.

Following protests from Liberal and Labor politicians, fellow library

workers and public service unions, Dunn retained his current job.

April 19 - RADIO AUSTRALIA The

/f/fWll\l

/*

(Age, 12.4.80)

(\\\

Indonesian government
refused to grant a visa to a Radio
Australia journalist. According to
the Indonesian Information depart
ment, Mr J. Coman's visa had been
withheld because of Indonesian dis
satisfaction with the station's

broadcasts.

(Aust'n 19.4.80)

Two months later, the Indonesian
government forced the closure of
the ABC's Jakarta office by re

trrsxsr 1

Shoot h»m

I

fusing to renew the visa of its
correspondent there, Warwick
Beutler.

(ABC News 23.6.80)

April 22 -

NOMADS

Australia is to

donate six Nomad Searchmasters

to

Indonesia as part of the Defence
Co-operation scheme.
The agree
ment increases

the Indonesian

Nomad force to 18.
Delivery is
expected to begin late in 1981.
(Herald, 22.4.80)

April 29 - AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL publicly expressed its concern over the disappearance
of former Fretilin members after they had surrendered to Indonesian author

ities. Amnesty has the names of more than 20 people who either surrendered or were
captured but whose present whereabouts are unknown. All disappearances occurred during
1979, which Amnesty claimed suggested an Indonesian policy of eliminating Fretilin
members. The organisation also claimed that 800 Fretilin members were being held in
political prisons in Dili where serious overcrowding, malnutrition and disease exist.
In one prison, inmates are beaten and tortured.

Amnesty recommended pressure on Indonesia to permit the ICRC to undertake prison visits,
and trace missing persons.

It also released the text of a letter to PresidentSuharto

asking him to investigate the disappearances, direct Indonesian troops to ensure the
safety of former Fretilin members who surrender, and to allow access to international

observers.

(Amnesty Internat. statement 29.4.80)

^y 20 - AID The Canberra Times reported an Indonesian request for additional Australian
aid for East Timor. The request specified items such as prefabricated schools
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and long-term assistance for education and health programmes. The request surfaced just
prior to a tour of the region by the Australian ambassador, Tom Critchley.
(Hansard - Senate & Canberra .Times, 20.5.80.

June - MILITARY AID

The Australian government announced it was givin 250 landrovers to

to Indonesia. The landrovers, worth $3.5 million, were to be assembled in the
British Leyland plant at Enfield (N.S.W.).

The president of Amnesty International's Australia section criticised the gift and a
national conference of Timor activists meeting in Melbourne on June 13 said it would

seek to prevent the export of the landrovers. (East Timor News, July '80 & Age, 14.6.80)
June 10 - CONGRESS HEARING A US Congressional sub-committee on Foreign Operations met to
consider allegations of aid misappropriation in East Timor. (See full report
on pp

6 - 8 of this issue.)

(Sun, Age, Syd. Morn. Herald 12.6.80;

June 10-11 - DILI ATTACK Four Indonesian soldiers were killed and arms and ammunition
were stolen when Fretilin guerillas attacked three separate areas on the
outskirts of Dili (see full report on pp6-8 of this issue).
(Herald 16.6.80)

August 25 - INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS An evaluation by the ICRC of the second six months
of joint operations with the Indonesian Red Cross in East Timor suggested
that their distribution of food and medical supplies had improved the general health of

the population. Fourteen villages were selected for assistance in the second period ten (62,000 people) received food and medicine, while four were allocated only medical
aid.

Budgeted expenditure was almost FSw 7m.

The transport of relief goods was complicated by poor road conditions, high winds which
limited helicopter flights and heavy seas which restricted deliveries by boat to the
southern side of the island. Food bought in Jakarta and supplies donated by CRS and the
Australian government were distributed.

Medical surveillance indicated that the population was still in poor health.
(ICRC Situation report, no. 3, 25.8.80)

(NOTE: Chronology of events for the period October 1978 - December 1979 has not been
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committee, 20 August 1980.

16 Australian aid and welfare
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Amnesty International April 1980 statement on Indonesia and

East Timor.

Comments on political prisoners, 'disappear

ances', summary execution in Timor, letter to Pres. Suharto.
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"The Timor Situation - May 1980". J. Dunn, Legislative Res.
Service, Parliamentary Library, Canberra.

Concise account

of current sit'n in Timor and increased coverage in U.S.A.
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artment and Catholic Relief Services.

175g

•

1-11
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