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INDONESIAN PARATROOPERS OVER LOS PALOS, EAST TIMOR., 25 MARCH 1981.
Indonesian military exercises in the eastern part of East

Timor may mark the beginning of a new Indonesian offensive.
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

NEWS FROM EAST TIMOR
Indonesian armed forces "exercises", involving thousands of army, navy and airforce per
sonnel began in East Timor on 25 March 1981. There was a mock assault on 'enemy occu
pied1 Baucau involving rocket bombardment from Bronco OV-10 counterinsurgency aircraft,
armed helicopters and paratroops. Following rocket 'attacks' on Los Palos, eight Her
cules aircraft dropped a batallion of Kostrad paratroops into the area. On March 26,
there were amphibious landings at Laga.

(1)

According to Indonesian sources
available to TIS, 6,000 Indonesian
troops remained in the area at the
conclusion of the exercises. We un
derstand at least one Australian

military official observed the
exercises.

The choice of the eastern part of

East Timor (and Irian Jaya) for such
exercises is no 'accident. The past
two years have seen continual
reports from Indonesian and Timorese
sources that the mountainous region
around Quelicai remains a FRETILIN

stronghold. Coupled with this are
the reports since September 1980
that Indonesian forces were planning
a "mop-up" operation in the eastern

region.

(2)

These exercises at least serve as an

act of intimidation against the
Timorese. They are more likely to be
the beginning of or preparation for
the anticipated general offensive
against resistance in the eastern
region.

INDONESIAN MARINES LANDING AT LAGA
***************

The recent claim by a visiting Indonesian politician in Australia, Mohammad Amin Iskander, that East Timor will soon be 'wide open' to foreign visitors, must be doubted. (3)
Remember similar claims made after President Suharto's visit to the territory in 1978 ?

For the time being. East Timor remains essentially closed to the outside world.

.

^

It is this very closure that lends circumstantial support to claims from East Timorese
and Indonesians that resistance continues in East Timor.

Whilst we are unable to con

firm the veracity of all information from such sources, taken together, they do provide
a body of evidence which is more consistent and credible than claims from Jakarta or
Canberra.

It is in that light that we reproduce here, fragments of information contained in let
ters recently received from East Timor:-

*

On 11 December 1980, Fretilin soldiers entered Samalete (about 15 km SSW of Dili)
dressed in Indonesian army uniform. They called for the Indonesian official in the
village who came with three military assistants. All four were killed.

*

In October 1980, five Fretilin members ambushed a unit from the Indonesian batallion

based at Quelicai. Twenty Indonesian soldiers were killed as against one Fretilin.
The Fretilin group was pursued up the Dau-hae River but escaped. (The writer adds

that he hears there are 500 armed Timorese in the Mt Matabian area - that is, around
Quelicai) .

In December 1980, Indonesian paratroopers were dropped into parts of the Matabian
area but were not seen again. It is believed they were all killed.
-2DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

*

In February 1981, a teacher named Margarida fled to the bush from Venilale because
the military were killing, one by one, people with whom she had surrendered two

years earlier. Some days later, Margarida was captured along with four Fretilin
members. All five were beheaded and their heads were displayed in Laga for three
days.

*

Also in February this year, on the Baucau-Baguia road, a truck carrying Indonesian
soldiers was ambushed by Fretilin. The Indonesian soldiers were disarmed, beaten
and •sent off empty-handed'.

*

In Los Palos, the situation is 'a bit hot'. All the Indonesian teachers in the area
have moved back to Dili because they have been threatened or assaulted by Fretilin.

*

Some time in the second half of 1980, senior Indonesian military figures in the
border town of Maliana sought a meeting with Fretilin soldiers in the area to

negotiate the surrender of the latter. Fretilin agreed to a meeting in the hamlet
of Saborai, 6km south of Maliana.

Arriving by helicopter and horseback, the Indonesian officials were met by "many
Fretilin - all armed, hairy and strong". An Indonesian trooper had"aimed his gun
to shoot but was slapped in the face and had his gun removed by his commanding
officer.

The two groups talked "in a friendly manner", even participated together in a
mass conducted by a local Timorese priest, but the Fretilin group declined to

surrender saying they would not until 'those in the east' do likewise.

The Indon-

sians and Fretilin members parted company without a shot being fired.

In December 1980, around 1,000 people in Los Palos and Baucau were arrested. These
arrests followed the receival of a letter by the Indonesian intelligence chief in
Los Palos from 'the people in the bush'
(according to our source, the letter was

written in English, but we have no detail of its contents other than the claim
that they "amazed" the intelligence officer). Apparently those arrested were trans
ported to Dili but they never arrived and their whereabouts is 'unknown' (Note:
arrests ocurred on 7 December, letter written 20 December).
PRISON

ISLANDS

The 'very important prisoners1 are kept in concentration camps in Dili, offshore
Atauro and the nearby Indonesian islands of Alor and Lira (we have tentatively
identified this latter island as Liran, north of Atauro - see map). There are
reports that 5,000-7,000 are imprisoned on Atauro alone. No aid agency personnel

have been permitted to visit Atauro.

••j

LIRAN f}> £SWETAR

2x3^3

4

ATAURO

Lospalos

Quelicai, ,,

•
Ermera

Samalete

Venilale# ^

. •

•Baguxa

Mt.Matabian

•Aileu

•Maubisse

Viqueque*

Balibo

/N * Maliana

\j
t

•

Same

Saborai
Betano

Suaif,

OECUSSE'

•*\

1

West Timor'

20

40

_j—

_4—

60

80

100

Kilometres

(Indonesia)

TIS Map
•3DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

*

There are still prisoners in Comarca (formerly a Portuguese gaol) including Fretilin
member Aleixo and David Ximines (an alleged leader of the June 10 incident in Dili

last year according to Jill Jolliffe's Timor Newsletter -ed.). Many prisoners have
been killed.

*

On February 21-22 this year, about 90 people were arrested in Liquica, west of
Dili, on suspicion of "planning a revolution". Those arrested included teachers,
civil servants and members of parliament. All were transported to a place
onknown. Only a few have been released (Letter dated 25 March 1981).

*

The Dili Hospital holds a number of prisoners from Comarca. They are kept under
police supervision and are badly treated in regard to food, clothing and medical
treatment. Some of the prisoners have died in the hospital because they have been
"abandoned".

(References: 1. Kompas and AB (Jakarta), 26 March 1981: 2. Letter from East Timor dated
3 March 1981 is our most recent source: 3. ABC Radio News, 9 April 1981.

"NOTES ON THE EAST TIMOR ISSUE" - REPORT BY PATRICK WALSH
The thirty page offset-produced report dated Christmas 1980 is compelling reading.
The Notes are based on visits to the U.S.A., Britain, Portugal, France, the
Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy and Indonesia and encounters with a wide range of
people involved with the East Timor issue from June to August 1980 in those
countries.

A brief summary of the report would not do it justice, however some of the key
points will give an idea of the material covered.

INDONESIAN PERCEPTIONS

Walsh found that there is still no open debate on East Timor in Indonesia but it

is not a closed military secret as it was before; a significant, well placed
minority are well informed on the issue. The bulk of the East Timorese are now
"worse-off than they were under Portugal" one Indonesian Member of Parliament
commented.

The government controlled media conveys the impression that the East Timorese

are happily integrated and that the 27th. province is developing rapidly. However
since the visits to the country by Indonesian public servants, church people,
MP's and others, information on East Timor is no longer a Government/Military
monopoly.

SITUATION IN EAST TIMOR

Visitors to East Timor around August 1980 estimated the number of Indonesian troops
to be 30,000. The Indonesians are supplemented by a large force of Timorese militia

called Hansip (civil defence) who have a reputation for brutality. A Catholic priest
suggested that they have been blackmailed into this role because they are suspected
of former FRETILIN sympathies. Arrests continue to be made without 'due process1.
"Order without law", as one Indonesian put it.

Walsh concludes that the big military presence is mainly due to the lack of

security there. East Timor bears all the marks of an occupied country. The travel
documents (surat jalan) of all people entering and leaving Dili are examined at

fixed checkpoints. Travellers are also asked what the Pancasila is, which party
they belonged to, where they are

going and who their friends are.

The resettlement sites policy is basically for military purposes with developmental
considerations being secondary according to church and aid officials. A Golkar

advisor stated frankly, that the sites were a counter-insurgency measure patterned
on the practice of Thompson in Malaya. Walsh notes that while Thompson's sites
were to indoctrinate the people and isolate them from the guerillas, the original
scheme also called for them to be a focus for development which was attractive
-4DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

to the people and superior to anything experienced by them
or offered by the resistance. This is not the situation in
sites are essentially anti-developmental. Some of them are
prisons according to one Indonesian churchman : the people

under the old order
East Timor where the
little better than
are unhappy, water

supply is a problem, movement is restricted and large tracts of cultivatable land
are not being exploited.

Walsh reports that the desperate, 'Biafra-like', crisis has passed for East Timor.
The food and medicine imported by International Red Cross (ICRC) and Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) has been reaching the people "by and large" - lives have been saved
and a measure of health restored. The precise death toll and long term damage may
never be known, and the situation remains precarious, however.

In spite of the improvement achieved so far the medical situation is still very
serious'with malaria, TB, etc. widespread and a shortage of trained medical personnel
And while some markets are functioning again, much produce is bought cheaply by
"Chinese-administered army-controlled monopolies such as P.T.Denok (controlled by

General Benny Moerdani), thereby denying the people access to other markets and
better prices", say's Walsh.

In summing up the impending development programs Walsh questions who will benefit
from them - mentioning fears that a "Jakarta-style, neo-colonial development will

be imposed" to benefit an elite but frustrate and impoverish the majority.

^ff
CHURCHES

The Catholic Church in East Timor is resisting both political and ecclesiastical

integration with Indonesia. The East Timorese "look to the church as their only
salvation" according to a July 80 report prepared for the Indonesian Catholic Church.

The people of the East Timor church are working in parishes, education, and health.
They fear that transmigration of people from Indonesia may be implemented by the
Indonesian Government, and that this would threaten the 'Islamisation' of East Timor.
The Vatican has assumed direct responsibility for the Catholic Church of East Timor

and yet it has instructed its United Nations observer to take only a passive role :
"to observe, listen and report back". The Vatican does not accept that East Timor

is part of Indonesia but in view of the current occupation of the country Monsignor
di Flippo, the Vatican permanent observer at the United Nations, said the only course
was to work for the preservation of East Timor's culture.

A senior Indonesian Jesuit said the Indonesian Catholic Church is not able to reject,

«prect or change the Indonesian Government's policy on East Timor. This is because
e Catholics are a small minority in Indonesia , but it will do what it can to help
the Church in East Timor. Walsh says it plans to help in accordance with principles
of "respect and a spirit of detached
service", while "not allowing itself to be
used by the (Indonesian) Government for
crude integration purposes".

.,-

Walsh's report goes into a lot of detail to
substantiate its conclusion that the Indon
(DGI) has

esian Protestant Churches

"solidly backed the Indonesian Government
line on East Timor throughout the conflict"
The church has a two part program underway

to provide emergency relief and rehabilit
ation services. DGI reports make it clear

that these programs are to be undertaken in
close cooperation with the Government/Mil
itary and stress the urgency of starting
the programs "in order that the people of
East Timor have a sense of belonging to the
overall Indonesian community and that the

presence of the church can be felt".

Some

overseas Protestant Church sources spec

GEREJA HOSANNA - Protestant church

under construction in Dili.

ulate that the army is using the Protestant
5DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

Church to drive a wedge betweeen the people and the Catholic Church, whose
cooperation the army has failed to win.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

The report claims that in spite of CRS being in a better position than most to
know the facts about East Timor, its "distorted perceptions" of the situation must
be the result of "either wilful defence of Indonesia or a casualty of CRS' much

vaunted a-politicism, which has led it to concentrate exclusively on the supply
of aid, turning a blind eye to all else". Walsh concludes that unlike ICRC,
"cooperation has become collaboration for CRS. At no stage, privately or publicly,
has any CRS official working directly on the East Timor programme defended any facet
of the broad struggle of the Timorese."

Walsh further suggests that "a
hidden agenda based on crude anticommunism and a western concept of

world order is a powerful driving
force at work within CRS.
CIVIL AID

An acceptable aid channel must en

sure that the aid reaches the people,
that they participate in and control
the projects, that their cultural

9

values and dignity are respected,
that proper assessment is possible,
and that the aid is not politically
exploited.

In keeping with these principles,
Walsh says that the only channel
to use at present is the Catholic
EAST TIMOR - MAY 1980.

Church in East Timor.

Conditions such as

REFUGEES

He recomm

ends that Australian non-govern

these have been alleviated but the contin
ued denial of land to the Timorese could
result in a return to starvation.

ment agencies (NGO's)

fund small

on-going local projects in this way.

IN PORTUGAL AND JAKARTA

1600 to 2000 East Timorese are refugees in Portugal. They are located in some 20
different centres around Lisbon with about half the total living in two camps

(Balteiro and Graca) and the rest are living in hostels and apartments. Walsh
reports that the camps are "shanty towns reminiscent of our shameful Aboriginal

$

settlements". He recommends that the refugees who want to come to Australia be
allowed in as a "special consideration". Many have families here in what is now the
largest community of Timorese outside Timor. As a short term measure Australian

NGO's could contribute financially to an English Language program and the travel
costs of Timorese to attend it from the accommodation sites. The program will provide
a useful spare time activity and will enhance their resettlement process here.
In Jakarta there are over 100 Chinese Timorese who would like to come to Australia but

very few satisfy normal immigration requirements and most are not on the "list of 600"
agreed between the Australian and Indonesian governments. Since the original report

was written the Australian Government has adopted a new policy of admitting all those
outside Timor by September 30 1980, if they satisfy certain conditions. There is still
no free emigration from East Timor, notes Walsh, and he believes it is "counter

productive" for the Indonesian Government to not honour the "list of 600" it previously
agreed to allow to migrate to Australia.

The United Nations Human Rights Commision has attempted to intervene in the situation
but the Indonesian officials were "courteously uncooperative" with them. Indonesia
refuses to deal with any U.N. agency on matters related to East Timor because
of U.N.

support for an act of self-determination in East Timor.
-6DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

Comment:

The Walsh report holds the elements of a dilemma facing international aid agencies and
those sections of the Indonesian Catholic Church which wish to give aid to the East

Timorese without facilitating Indonesian integration processes.

It will be very diffi

cult to begin or promote a "development" program in present day East Timor which does
not aid integration - whether or not a measure of 'civilianisation' of the administration
IT"achieved.

And that raises the question of self-determination.

Missing from the report, and any similar report over the last 2-3 years, is any detail
on the organised resistance to integration within East Timor. We also gain very little
detail on the degree of support for and participation in this resistance by the East

Timorese population.

Clearly, this is not an oversight - such information is extremely

difficult to obtain.

Despite'this lack of detail the Walsh report makes it very clear that few Timorese are
happily embracing integration into Indonesia. Despite the terrible losses since the
Indonesian invasion (and no doubt because of those losses), the East Timorese still
look to self-determination. This fact must be at the forefront of plans for "aid" for
the East Timorese.'

We strongly recommend a full reading of Walsh's report.

It assumes familiarity with

the East Timor issue but stands by itself as one of the best 'updating' reports yet
written on the East Timor issue.

(Available from T.I.S. at $3.00.

This and other documents available through our

document "Subscription Service". Write to us for details)

LIONS' APPEAL:

WHERE DID THE MONEY GO ?

Australian Lions have donated $33, 382 for relief work in East Timor.

The money,

which was collected from members of the service organisation as well as from a

Bank of New South Wales public appeal, was channelled to the Indonesian Lions Club
in two payments: one in December 1979 and a second in mid-1980.
The Lions District Governor in Jakarta made the approach in September 1979, seeking

food and medical supplies. Mr Jeff Lawrence, the Australian chairman, commended the
appeal to fellow Lions, saying: "Here another society had broken down, but it was not
receiving the publicity of Kampuchea. However, Indonesian Lions were very much aware
the plight of these thousands of East Timorese literally starving to death."

w
In fact, the Indonesian government at this time denied there was widespread starvation
in East Timor (and refused to acknowledge its existence even after Peter Rodgers'

smuggled photographs of wasted East Timorese children received world-wide publicity
five weeks later).

The falsehood in this denial is illustrated in the fact that the

governor of Indonesian Lions is one of a 30-member advisory committee to President
Suharto.

There were initial problems, according to Lawrence, knowing just which items were

required and how these goods could be shipped into East Timor. Despite these, the
appeal was launched and quickly brought in more than $15,000. In December 1979,
Indonesian Lions advised that the "urgently needed aid could be better expedited by

forwarding money. These funds ...would be used solely by the Lions of Indonesia to
purchase items required and distribution would be arranged by Lions working in the
field in East Timor." On this advice, the first bank draft was sent, the concluding
draft for $18,115 followed six months later, and the appeal was closed.
LIONS WORK IN EAST TIMOR

Jim McLardie, Lions Regional Manager, visited Indonesia in December 1979 to report on

Lions' progress after ten years of operation there. In The Lion three months later,
he reported on Lions' involvement in rehabilitation of East Timor's business programmes,
and in assessing the need for irrigation schemes.
— /—
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McLardie's limited perspective of the East Timor problem is revealed in his discussion
of East Timor's "famine"

:

"Famine exists at the moment. It is gradually being overcome,
but the problems there are not as bad as they are to the north
on two islands - Flores, which is having tragic problems, and
South Lombok.

The droughts in the area have been quite terrible

and - because of the lack of political dissension -

not of

concern to the world's press."

Far from regretting Lions' ignorance of the final disposal of the money they donated,
McLardie argues in favour of the non-accountable gift:

"In discussion with the Indonesians, concern was expressed
for the way some international organisations want to dom

inate by instructing and supervising aid programmes, some
times from 15,000 miles away. The comment made to me was
that not only was there a lack of appreciation of the

situation and of the way that Asians would prefer a programme
to be done, but also a lack of respect for the receivers...

For this reason it was made quite clear to me that our type
of aid was by far the most acceptable, as we were all working
in partnership with the Indonesians."

These are sentiments with which T.I.S. would agree, in principle.

However, they do

not accord with the reality of Indonesian aid programmes in East Timor.

f

Before the

International Red Cross arrived in East Timor in October 1979, aid programmes were
only permitted under Indonesian Red Cross auspices. Timorese repeatedly claimed that
aid was being misused then; in June 1980 the U.S. State Department in June 1980 said
that aid misuse at that time was "possible", and the misdirection of aid under Catholic
Relief Services in late 1979 was "probable".

When the Lions appeal was being planned, senior officers of the organisation were

privately advised by Australians to ensure that their aid distribution was independ
ently monitored. This was obviously not done and it seems that Australian Lions do
not yet have an accurate picture of how the money raised by them was used.

TIMOR NEWSLETTER - a new "independent monthly bulletin of news
about East Timor", is essential reading. Produced in Lisbon and
edited by Australian journalist Jill Jolliffe, this English-lang
uage newsletter draws principally on Portuqal-based sources.

The basic format includes very useful summaries of Timor material
in the Portuguese press, first-hand testimony on East Timor

derived from letters and recently arrived refugees from the terr

itory as well as statements of Timorese political groups, the
Portuguese government and other relevant parties. The first issues
of the newsletter have also included editorial comment on Port

uguese government policy and notes on Timorese political groups
and international aid programs in East Timor.

TIMOR NEWSLETTER is available from Rua da Arrabida 55-1° Esq.,
1200 Lisbon, Portugal.

(Phone 683940)

Subscription cost (includes air mail postage) is $US4.50 (Europe)
or $US5.00 (elsewhere).

Cheque etc. must be in US dollars.
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'Whispers in the wind1

TOM CRITCHLEY GROUNDED

WE ARE ALL BROTHERS
It seems that Indonesian officials in East

Australia's new ambassador to Jakarta is

Timor, often insist to East Timorese that

Rawdon Dalrymple, a career diplomat. Whe

the two peoples have equal rights and con

ther he will follow the Woolcott-Critchley

ditions in the territory. "Sama-sama" is
the Indonesian expression used by the

practice of uncritical appraisal of Indon

officials.

mains to be seen. Hopefully, he will have

,i

In seeming agreement, the East Timorese

esian claims on events in East Timor re

learned something from Critchley's last
act in Indonesia.

who are told this, politely, perhaps even

with a smile, reply "sama".

Fortunately,

ew Indonesians know East Timorese lang

uages.

Sama, in Tetum, means 'to trample

under one's feet'.'

Before he left Jakarta, Tom Critchley did
a whistle-stop tour of a number of prov
inces in Indonesia. Anxious to return to
Australia with evidence that conditions in
East Timor were no different from the rest

of Indonesia, Critchley had sought and

BALANCED REPORTING PLEASE

received assurances in Jakarta that he

The Indonesian government's refusal to re
new visas of Australian journalists in

could visit East Timor on this final tour.

Indonesian events in Australian media.

In the event, Critchley's RAAF plane flew
from Ujung Pandang in Kalimantan to Kupang in West Timor but was not permitted
to fly on to Dili. Not even this most

Major military exercises in East Timor in

likely defender of Indonesia's actions

March, observed we believe by some Aust
ralian military personnel, went unmention-

ular time.

Jakarta over the past year has been eff

ective in preventing direct reporting of

in East Timor was welcome at this partic

ed in Australian media (though not simply
for lack of on-the-ground journalists articles and photographs from Indonesian

CANBERRA NOT

newspapers were sent to some Australian

Reports on threats to the family of Tim

INTERESTED

orese priest Fr Francisco Fernandes were

ews media but were not used ).

However, attempts at censorship of report

ing on Indonesia is not confined to Jak
arta. The Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) is doing its bit.

carried in this column in TIS No.29. On

December 5, 1980, W.A. Senator Gordon
Mcintosh questioned the Australian govern
ment on whether it planned to take any
action on the threats:-

On at least one occasion since Peter Rod

gers was obliged to leave Jakarta,

DFA

Senator Dame Margar et Guilfoyle The
Minister for Foreign Affairs has provided the fol

officers have visited the Federal office
of the Australian Journalists Association

question:

in Sydney to put the case for journalists
to take steps to 'balance their reporting1

these allegations.

lowing answer to the honourable senator's
(1)1 have not receivedany reports that wouldsubstantiate
(2) The Australian Government's position regarding viol

on Indonesia.

More importantly, now that the ABC has no
reporters in Jakarta, journalists at

ations of internationally-accepted standards of human rights
is well known.

Radio Australia are obliged to check out

The Australian government's "position11 on

their stories with the Australian DFA.

violation of human rights is indeed well
known. Actions speak louder than words
and some $35 million in military aid to

Despite occasional rumblings from the
Australian government, the DFA does not
have the power to stop material being
broadcast over Radio Australia.

This does

Jakarta since the invasion of East Timor

explains why the Australian government

will not go out of its way to 'substant
iate the allegations' concerning Father

not however, stop DFA'officials from con
tacting senior Radio Aust. personnel
Fernandes' relatives in Timor.
suggesting that stories on East Timor
in preparation should DIGITISED
not be BY
put
to PROJECT:
air.
CHART
http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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EASY - GO BACK TO EAST TIMOR!
It is common knowledge that people wishing
to leave East Timor have to pay bribe mon
ey to get from Dili to Jakarta and then to
receive an exit visa from Indonesia.

errors like "FRETILIN (was) one of the
political parties set up by the Demo
cratic Republic of East Timor", Zainu'ddin

makes no mention of the December 7, 1975
Indonesian invasion of East Timor.

The figures vary - the highest exit visa

The author claims the Indonesian governhas moved to develop the province, but

"fee" we know of so far is Rp600,000 (just

does not mention destruction and disrup

under 1,000 Australian dollars). Not an
inordinate amount for an Australian in

tion of Timorese society by the Indonesian
army. She uncritically repeats the false

full employment but almost impossible for

claim of the Apodeti/remnant UDT "Provis

an East Timorese from occupied East Timor.

ional Government" that by 17 December 1975,
the East Timorese people had already de

Hanging around in Jakarta, without employ
ment, 'waiting for relatives (on factory
wages) or friends in Australia to find the
required amount, adds enormously to the
costs of finally leaving Indonesia.
So you would think the Australian govern
ment representatives in Jakarta might try
to speed up the processes of family reun
ion that i t controls to ease the burden on

the East Timorese. But not so, it seems.

cided to integrate into Indonesia . Zainu'
ddin does not mention Jakarta's Operasi
Komodo or the continuation of Indonesian

military operations in East Timor to the
present day.

Intentional or not, such 'history1 will
at least confuse the schoolkids who will

read this book. It is not the first (see
page // of this TIS), nor will it be the

last attempt to obscure what has really
Immigration officer Pat Carracher who
worked sympathetically for the Timorese
within Immigration Department rules has

happened in East Timor.

been replaced in Jakarta by Roger Iffland
who appears to be implementing a tougher

CANBERRA NOT INTERESTED - H

line on the refugees.

People are not cleared for entry to Aust
ralia until their claims of being outside
East Timor on or before 30 September 1980

(the deadline in the Australian govern
ment's family reunion announcement of 7
October last year) are confirmed. Then
people are being kept in Jakarta until
other members of the family in such places
as Portugal are cleared for entry to Aust

Mr HOWE—I address my question to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs. I preface it with
some information. On 6 October the Portuguese
representative at the United Nations presented to
the Secretary-General a communique of Lisbon's
Council of Ministers concerning East Timor. Ac
cording to the communique the Portuguese
Government, bearing in mind its constitutional
commitment to self-determination for East
Timor, will seek consultation with various bodies

and governments, including the Australian
Government, to seek a solution to the East Timor

problem. Has the Government been approached

ralia.

by the Portuguese Government for consultations

With a former Australian Immigration Min
ister and certain Immigration Department
officials saying that Timorese should
solve their family reunion problems by re
turning to East Timor, it is not surpris
ing that a blindly bureacratic approach to
East Timorese refugees is in force.

on the matter of self-determination for East
Timor? If so, when did those consultations occur

and what matters were discussed? If not, does the

Australian Government intend to participate in
consultations with the Portuguese Government
with a view to ensuring a proper decolonisationof
East Timor in which the East Timorese may de
termine their own future?

Mr STREET—I am aware of the document to

RE-WRITING

which the honourable member refers. Through
diplomatic channels approaches were made to

HISTORY

No supporter of the Indonesian invasion of
East Timor has written a

credible defence

of Jakarta's actions. Indeed, all attempts
so far (few as they are) have misrepre
sented or ignored whole slabs of history,
just as the official Indonesian accounts

Australia to be involved in the sorts of discussions
to which the honourable member referred. The

Australian Government does not feel it can play
any role in that process.
Taken from Hansard, H.of Reps,
10 March 1981.

a

Labor M.P.

Brian Howe i s

from Victoria.

have.

No exception to this is the small section
on East Timor in Ailsa Zainu'ddin's

recently published second edition of her

Contributions to this column

"Short History of Indonesia" (Cassell,
will be most welcome.

1980).

In addition to making obviously factual
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT:
-10- http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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WHITLAM UNREPENTANT ON EAST TIMOR
In a recent publication*, the former Australian prime minister Mr Whitlam attempts to
"re-write" the history of recent events in East Timor. In what purports to be a
responsible academic paper, Whitlam puts forward an attempted justification of his
government's actions over East Timor, and in doing so, seriously distorts the truth.

He begins by reviewing Australia's relations with Indonesia since its inception as an
independent state. He puts much emphasis on"the relatively poor relations that existed
under the Menzies regime in the 1950's, particularly over "West New Guinea".

how he argued in favour of Indonesia's claim

He recalls

to West Papua at that time on the basis

that Indonesia was the historical successor to the Dutch East Indies and therefore had a

legitimate claim to all its former territories, but none to "East New Guinea or to
Eastern Timor".

In contrast to his predecessor's relations with Indonesia, he claims that "General Suh

arto established the same frank relationship with me that he had with the heads of gov
ernment in the ASEAN countries". Despite this relationship Whitlam strongly denies
any collusion between himself and Suharto over events that were to occur in East Timor

subsequent to their meetings in September 1974 and April 1975. These events "caught
everyone by surprise" and alternative interpretations are only made by "ill-informed

and ill-disposed commentators".

He continues:

"I myself can testify that President

^Uharto placed great stress on legality and legitimacy and in his conservations with me
always used the term 'Timor Portuguese'. For that reason he seems to have been most
reluctant to sanction military action in East Timor and only to have done so at the
eleventh hour when he felt he had no other alternative."
The reality is, of course, that Indonesia had a carefully planned operation to take
over East Timor from at least the end of 1974 termed "Operasi Kbmodo" ('Operation
Dragon'), and was involved militarily in East Timor far several months prior to
full-scale invasion. Furthermore, not only has the existence of Operasi Kbmodo been
verified from many sources, but - according to Gregory Clark, diplomat and consultant
to Prime Minister Whitlam's department - Whitlam had access to the details of the

operation, which were studied and basically approved by his government (#) .
WITH CABINET APPROVAL ?

Whitlam then proceeds with an analysis of
the events of 1975. His main thesis is

that he and Suharto had agreed that Port
ugal should maintain its authority for at
least a further five years, but that in

^jhis they were to be frustrated

by the

wirresponsibility of the Portuguese and the
intransigence of the parties (inside East
Timor)". Thus he proceeds to outline the
sequence of events minimising the respons
ibility of Australia and Indonesia for what
was to occur. FRETILIN is portrayed as

successfully gaining power only through its
access to superior NATO weapons and of
being hostile to any legitimate process of
decolonisation being recommenced. There is
no mention of FRETILIN'S popularity, their
initial respect for the legitimacy of Port
ugese involvement in the decolonisation
process or of the UDT retreat to Indonesian
Timor where they were forced to collude
with the Indonesians in their military
operations against East Timor.

CLYDE

CAMERON

(Hindmarsh):- "He (Mr

Connolly Bradfield) stales
that every member, every
Minister

of the

Government

"The then Minister for

Foreign Affairs,

Senator

WjHesee, told me he had no
knowledge of the conversa

Whitlam

tion that took place between

virtually

Mr Whitlam and President
Suharto.

acquiesced
in
what
ultimately took place when,
by military force, the

"1 am reliably .informed
that President Suharto was

Indonesians took over the

just as astonished to hear

Portuguese half of Timor.

Mr Whitlam's remarks as
were his own colleagues in
the Cabinet. I am also relia

"That is quite untrue. No
member

of the

Whitlam

bly

informed

that

the

Department of Foreign

Government, other than

Affairs knew of the conver

Mr Whitlam himself was
party to the secret conversa

sation.

tions which took place be

Cabinet was ever told about
the conversation and cer

tween Mr Whitlam and
President Suharto which led
to the annexure of East

Timor by Indonesia.
"Mr Whitlam will deny
anything if it suits him, so I
do not lake any notice of Mr
Whitlam's denials. The fact
is thai no member of the
Cabinet was consulted in
this matter.

"No

member

of my

tainly did not approve of it.
No member of the Whitlam
Cabinet knew of the shoot

ing of the journalists. The
signals that came back to
Australia concerning the
murder of these men were

suppressed, not only from
the public but from Cabinet
members as well."

In describing the military events at the end of 1975 Whitlam is unable to bring himself
to mention that Indonesia conducted a full-scale invasion on December 7th.

the following months, the other parties successfully counter-attacked .

Thus: "In

On December 17,

a Provisional Government of East Timor was established." Fretilin's unilateral declar
ation of independence is mentioned without pointing out that this action was only taken
when full-scale invasion by Indonesia was already certain. He correctly describes the
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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Portuguese departure at this stage as "ignominious and pusillanimous1
Whitlam expresses scepticism about the United Nations' resolutions on East Timor. Despite
the fact that there has been little decline in the number of nations voting for the res

olutions, he prefers to look on it in the opposite way: - "It will be some years, before
the motion is defeated",
He claims that the deaths of the Australian journalists has
made it "difficult to have an informed or rational discussion on East Timor in Australia.1

In the following unedited quotes, taken from an address given to an Asian Students1
conference in Melbourne in January 1981, Whitlam presents his version of events
around the Indonesian invasion of East Timor:

"So by the end of September FRETILIN

"And ever since

controlled the country except for the
border with West Timor, which was held

five Australian journalists in
East Timor)

(the deaths of

the Australian media

by Indonesia. And 40,000 refugees had
gone across the border into West Timor

have had a vendetta against Ind

from East Timor, because of the warfare

absurdly exaggerated figures of
casualties ...some say there

onesia.

and the repression of FRETILIN. And the

And there are the most

other parties on the border with Indon

were 60,000 killed —

esia said to Indonesia:
"Come and help
us".
And the Indonesians gave them some

weren't

training and some weapons, and finally -

ILIN civil war when they were
winning as under the second

there

...And there were

as many killed under the FRET

I think it was on the 7th of December

1975 - they invaded the capital.

I

And

civil war, when the other side
won.
Just as many as under

then the other factions, they beat
FRETILIN, they won by the middle of 1976

FRETILIN.

"

He concludes by claiming that the number of casualties "has been shamefully and
recklessly exaggerated in the Australian press and parliament" and that "FRETILIN was
amazingly successful in newspaper offices and Parliament House in recruiting advocates
of its military regime and critics of Indonesia's military regime. Some of these
advocates have appeared before United States Congressional Committees but have not
convinced them".

Overall, Whitlam's paper is "remarkable for its self-righteousness, its selective pieces
of information, its lack of objectivity and its lack of any realistic assessment of
Australia's and Indonesia's positions over East Timor. Given that Australia's policy
on East Timor was dominated by the author (at least until November 1975) , the paper

gives a depressing insight into how Australia contributed to a tragic sequence of events
for the people of East Timor.

* Australian Outlook, (Journal of the Australian Institute of International Affairs) Q
Vol.34 No.l., April 198Q.

(#)

"With Australia's blessing the 'Dragon' moves on Timor", Gregory Clark, National
Times

TIMOR
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