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Knowledge of the present - Memories of the past
Aboriginal Australian, Northern Territory, December 1979
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NEWS FROM EAST TIMOR
The following fragments of information have been derived from communications from East
Timorese and Indonesians to friends and relatives in Australia. For their own pro
tection ^the names of the sources are not publishable.

INDONESIAN OFFENSIVE

As we predicted in T.I.S. No. 29, the so-called Indonesian "military exercises" in East
Timor were the beginning of an offensive against East Timorese armed resistance in the
eastern part of East Timor. According to information received, 8 Indonesian batallions
are operating in the eastern third of the country, most intensively in the Lautem
regency (see map). One source reported "2 - 3 Indonesian casualities every 2-3 days"
Indonesian visitors to East Timor, and the rare foreign visitor, have not been permit
ted to travel to the eastern sector since April.
sector are being rigorously maintained.

Strategic centres in the eastern

"SECURITY" IN THE WESTERN SECTOR ?

One Dili-based source has claimed that strategic centres in the western half of the
territory are not so firmly maintained now - at least in some cases, people are being
permitted to return to their original villages. Our source said he thought the reasons
were two-fold

:

the centres were based on infertile area s and the population could not be fed,
the Indonesian administration felt that "security" was good enough to permit

the people to leave the centres.
The source added, however, that movement in the western sector was still closely

controlled, with obligatory surat jalans (travel permits) being regularly inspected by
the administration throughout the sector.

The 'no man's land' around Dili, cleared after the Fretilin attacks in Dili in June
1980, is still enforced.

CONSCRIPTION

In a new development all ablebodied East Timorese, both male
and female, are obliged to take
part in compulsory military
training. Called "P.B.O."

Alor

Lautem

Regency

(Pasukan Bantuan Operasi - aux
iliary units) the trainees are
formed into 'local defence units

and are obliged to participate
with Indonesian troops in cam
paigns against the East Timor

Area of

ese resistance.

Indonesian

offensive.

TIS Map

This is an additional development to existing programs of "B.T.O." (Bantuan Tanaga
Operasi - in which East Timorese were obliged to act as bearers for Indonesian troops)
and the Indonesian-created battalion of East Timorese soldiers in the Indonesian
army (called Battalion 744).

This report from Dili confirms vague stories in East Timorese letters received in Aust

ralia in March 1981 - one of which said "Very soon, all the older school children,
teachers, public servants will have to join with Indonesian soldiers in the fight against
the Front " (Fretilin).
-2
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PRISONS

There have been further confirmations of political prisons at Comarca (in Dili),

Atauro (an island north of Dili in which there are "at least 300 prisoners - may be
many more") and Liquica (where there are some 90 people being held). There are
believed to be a number of cases of serious illness among Comarca prisoners. There are

tentative reports of 2 - 3 other prisons in the interior as well as reports of prisons
on Alor and Jaco (a small island off the eastern tip of the territory).

According to one source, many of the prisoners have been interned only recently.
A significant proportion of the prisoners are teachers and public servants, including
Timorese with the senior ranks of Camat and Bupati (district and regional heads in the
Indonesian administration). The source said that it is very difficult for anyone to
visit the prisoners. Many are shifted from place to place so it is hard enough to find
out where they are, let alone keep an eye on their welfare.

AID PROGRAMS

ICRC - The International Red Cross programme officially ended in April 1981. According
to a Dili source there has been no ICRC presence there since that time despite an
announcement that their people-tracing program would continue.

It is believed the

Indonesian Red Cross has a small presence in a few villages in which it cooperated
with the ICRC.

CRS - American Catholic Relief services has commenced a new rice growing program in
East Timor. The project is in cooperation with with Jakarta and involves capital
intensive rice growing in 4 major river valleys (we have yet to determine which - ed)
with the use of tractors and fertilizers.

After his visit to East Timor in May 1980 the pro-integration academic Donald Weather-

bee reported that the rice grown at the much vaunted Maliana irrigation project was
not eaten in East Timor - rather it was sold on the Atambua market in West Timor. The
fate of rice grown on the CRS projects remains to be seen.

The nature of the CRS presence in East Timor apparently angers both the Catholic Church

in Jakarta and East Timor. Both groups argue that CRS should be working through them or at least in concert with them, rather than directly with the Indonesian government.
Dili Catholic Church - with funds from international sources channelled through the
Indonesian Church conducts welfare programs for orphans and widows in several admin
istrative centres. It has started a housing project in Dili and offers loans for small
business projects.

PERMANENT PEOPLE'S TRIBUNAL:
ANNEXATION ILLEGAL;

INDONESIA GUILTY OF WAR CRIMES

An international tribunal of lawyers and academics has found the Indonesian govern
ment has contravened articles of the United Nations Charter through its acts of
aggression in East Timor. The Permanent Peoples' Tribunal (PPT) meeting in Lisbon
on June 19 - 22 also found the Indonesian government guilty of 'genocide1 in East
Timor and the government of the United States guilty of "complicity in the act of
aggression" through its "decisive assistance to Jakarta.
The PPT, a successor to the Bertrand Russell War Crimes Tribunal (see box below),
was convened following an appeal by external representatives of Fretilin.
In the
appeal, Fretilin charged th6 Indonesian government with violation of East Timorese

rights of self-determination, repression of the Maubere culture and nationality, war
crimes, and economic exploitation.
For three days the PPT heard submissions on the national and cultural identity of

the East Timorese, the situation in East Timor before the invasion, the legitimacy
of the declaration of the Democratic Republic of East Timor, Indonesian crimes in
-3DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

East Timor, the role of the Church in East Timor, the legitimacy of the invasion in
Indonesian law, and the role of the governments of Portugal, Australia, Holland and
the United States.

INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT IGNORES INVITATION

Missing from the Tribunal was any official representation of the Indonesian govern
ment.

The PPT had invited formal submissions from Jakarta but the invitation was

not acknowledged.

In the event, it fell to American activist Mike Chamberlain to
present the Indonesian case as derived from official Indonesian government publications
and statements.

With the exception of Father Leoneto do Rego, no East Timorese who had experienced
the Indonesian occupation gave evidence to the Tribunal.

This must be seen as a

major omission, though the evidence from such Timorese was presented to the Tribunal
by other submissions - notably Jim Dunn's "The Timor tragedy - an affair of genocidal
proportions".
(Jim Dunn was one of a number of Australians present at the PPT - a
reflection of the importance Australian citizens and organisations, as opposed to the

government, have played in defence of the East Timorese.

Others were Jill Jolliffe,

Pat Walsh, Denis Freney and Ken Fry.)
'INVASION VIOLATES INDONESIA'S CONSTITUTION'

Readers of TIS would be familiar with much of the evidence presented to the Tribunal,

with the exception of Jusfiq Hadjar's submission that Indonesia's invasion was in
contravention of its own constitution. Hadjar, a refugee from Indonesia now residing
in Holland, said that the invasion contravened the principle statement of Indonesia's
constitution - "All peoples have a right to independence". It also contravened the
eleventh article of the constitution which forbids acts of war without the permission
of the Parliament.
The invasion and the conduct of the occupation of East Timor, said

Hadjar, also violated tenets of the state ideology "Pancasila" - the five principles
of Faith in God, Nationalism, Democracy, Humanism and Social Justice.
In addition to the main judgement (see page 5 ), the Tribunal's 40-page report summar
ised its knowledge of the conduct of the Indonesian government in East Timor,

the role

of various governments - in particular the United States and Australia (where Gough
Whitlam and the Fraser government are named) and the governments contributing to
I.G.G.I. - the international consortium of aid donors and lenders to the present Jak
arta government.
continued on page 5.

PERMANENT PEOPLE'S TRIBUNAL - WHAT IS IT ?
The Permanent People's Tribunal draws its inspiration from and is a successor to
the Bertrand Russell War Crimes Tribunal. It was founded in 1979 by the Lelio
Basso Foundation for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples.
The Lelio Basso Foundation works to develop international law to safeguard human
rights. In 1976 it convened a meeting in Lisbon of political and religious lead
ers, economists and jurists and representatives of national liberation movements
to produce a manifesto: the Universal Declaration of the Rights of Peoples.
The
Foundation seeks to have this manifesto "recognised, if not by all, at least by
humanity!s progressive majority."
Lelio Basso himself was a member of the original Russell War Crimes Tribunal in
1967 when it examined American crimes in Vietnam. He was president of the 1973
Russell Tribunal which investigated the deterioration of democratic rights in
Latin America.

Jurists for the PPT's East Timor session were Francois Rigaux (President) and
Armando Uribe (both professors of international law), Ruth First and Ernst
Utrecht (sociologists), Edmoud Jouve (professor of Third World international

relations), Richard Baumlin (professor of constitutional law), professor Raymundo Panikkar, Jose Echeverria (professor of philosophy), barrister Leo Matarasso and magistrate Salvatore Senese.
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JUDGEMENT OF THE PEOPLE S TRIBUNAL
The Tribunal,

-

considering that recourse to force in international relations constitutes
a grave violation of the rule of law for people and a menace to peace

-

considering the inviolable right of the people of East Timor to selfdetermination

- considering that since 7 December 1975 Indonesian troops have massively
penetrated the territory of the Democratic Republic of East Timor

- considering the

grave abuses of human rights committed by Indonesian

forces in the course of the war and constant transgressions of human rights
by the occupying authorities

- considering that the material element (massacres, deportations, organized
famine) and the intention (destruction of national identity and forced
assimilation) of the crime of genocide are linked,
in consequence decides:

The penetration and maintainance of Indonesian troops on the territory of the
Democratic Republic of East Timor is, according to international law, an act

of aggression prohibited by Article 2:4 of the United Nations Charter as
defined by Resolution 3314 (XXIX) of the U.N. General Assembly.

That, in the light of the definition of a war of aggression given in the U.N.
Resolutions 3314 (XXIX) and 2625 (XXI), the Government of Indonesia is guilty

of a crime against international peace for which it is internationally
accountable.

The Government of Indonesia is guilty, in regard to the Maubere people of East

Timor, of violation of Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of the Rights of
Peoples, especially the right of self-determination.
The

Government of Indonesia, by its grave and repeated abuses of the laws and

customs of war, is guilty of war crimes.

The Government of Indonesia, by committing a series of grave acts, with the

intention of destroying, in whole or in part, a national group as such, in
particular the Maubere people, is guilty of the crime of genocide.
The Government of the United States of America, by supplying the Government of
Indonesia with aid and decisive assistance, is guilty of complicity in the act
of aggression.

Every government or organisation which has aided and assisted the Government
of Indonesia, is guilty of complicity in the act of aggression. Conversely,

every government or organisation which has aided East Timor, the victim of
aggression, has only fulfilled its international obligations.
(Rough translation from French-language original)
(continued from page 4

)

The Tribunal also refuted Indonesia's claims on East Timor within the terms of inter
national law. It concluded that Indonesia could not legitimately claim important
historical links with East Timor to justify incorporation. According to already

established principles of respect for colonial boundaries, Indonesia could not claim
territories that were not formally part of the Dutch East Indies.

Unilateral declar

ations by the Indonesian government in the 1950's of its intention not to take over
East Timor are now binding in international law.

Even if one accepted the Indonesian

claim that chaotic conditions in East Timor needed to be set aright by Indonesian

intervention, contemporary international law prohibits armed intervention by external

governments in a civil war. The Tribunal found that the claim that East Timor was not
economically viable was not proven - indeed, it said there was evidence that it could
become quite viable. The Tribunal rejected the proposal that Indonesian-controlled
processes of integration in 1976 represented the will of the East Timorese.
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

The Tribunal received considerable attention in European news media - in particular,

in Portugal and Holland where the East Timor issue remains important.
findings of the Tribunal will lend weight

Whether the

to arguments in defence of East Timorese

self-determination, remains to be seen.

While contributing to the process of establishing international laws of conduct, the
Tribunal has served to underline the contravention of such laws by the government of

Indonesia and its supporters.

One would have to agree with the hope expressed by Jill

Jolliffe in her submission that the Tribunal will

be

a step forwards in the search

for a reasonable solution for East Timor's future.

DONALD WEATHERBEE AND FRIENDS
Few people are able to visit East Timor.

Most of those allowed to do so are

sympathetic to the Indonesian government, yet there are some points of interest to be
found in the accounts they produce.

We present here a brief summary of three reports:

the first by Paul Gardner (a U.S. State Department official) who visited East Timor
in April 1980; the second by Australian ambassador Thomas Critchley whose tour took
place from 19th - 23rd May 1980, and the longest by Donald E. Weatherbee (University
of South Carolina Institute of International Studies) whose trip was in May-June 1980.

The reports all claim the immediate catastrophe is over but that the situation is far
from acceptable or 'normal1. For example, the health of the population is much better
overall, but - in addition to isolated pockets of severe deprivation - general health
remains critical.

Weatherbee says that a common problem "at every non-Red Cross

resettlement area is the shortage of medicine".
"Malaria is endemic, gastroenteritis
is common, intestinal parasites are usual, and tuberculosis and other respiratory
infections are often seen."

The authors believe that aid diversion and corruption has not been a problem with the
recent International Red Cross and Catholic Relief Services programs.
'RESETTLEMENT SITES'

-

FOR POPULATION CONTROL

A high proportion of the population is said to be in the 'resettlement sites' which
the Indonesians are using to concentrate the population for reasons which include:
* easy control of the population by the Indonesians and further isolation
of the 'remaining Fretilin cadres' from the population?

* the general Indonesian government policy of encouraging 'remote peoples'
to resettle in larger groupings;
* 'modernisation' of the territory, including the breaking down of
traditional Timorese society.
The overall security situation is said to be improving for the Indonesians, apart
The resettlement sites are partially respon
from areas in the east of East Timor.
sible for the territory's inadequate food supply, Weatherbee says.
While there is now
little starvation, the restrictions on agricultural work caused by people being
kept from fertile land will keep East Timor dependent on food from outside.
Unless
massive capital is invested in the land near the resettlement sites, the policy will
"have to be rethought".

The reports agree that the real administrative power in the country is exercised by
the Indonesian military. There is a parallel civil administration which employs some
East Timorese, but the Indonesians are finding it difficult to establish an on-going
'high quality' civil administration. Weatherbee further claims there is- a "high
degree of sensitivity" by senior Indonesian military personnel towards the Timorese.
He says, however, that the 'lower levels' of the military hierarchy use "symbols of
cultural superiority and stereotypes" to criticise the Timorese. The territorial
troops' use of authority "sometimes verges on arrogance", Weatherbee says.
Many sources have documented the dislike the East Timorese feel for the Indonesian
occupying forces. Weatherbee's report in particular exposes Indonesian activities
which have given the Timorese good cause for such sentiments.

(The original reports are available from TIS through our document Subscription Service
For a detailed critique of Critchley and Gardner - see East Timor News, No,69-70, May
1981.J
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'Whispers in the wind'

NOT

IN FIVE HUNDRED YEARS

A person associated with the International
Red Cross East Timor program was recently
questioned by an East Timor supporter about
conditions in the territory.
The I.C.R.C.
person refused to offer any information,

but when pressed, left the room with 'I'll
say only one thing - the East Timorese hate

ATAURO - ANOTHER BURU

Buru, the infamous prison island used by
Jakarta to hold thousands of Indonesian

political prisoners in the 1970fs, has its
counter-part in East Timor. Visible from
Dili, the island of Atauro has been re

ported many times in the past year as
being a prison island.

the Indonesians f.
It is believed that Atauro holds some 300

So, while there are now a considerable num
ber of East Timorese working as officials,

Red Cross personnel were never permitted

clerks and teachers in the Indonesian ad

to visit

ministration, this says nothing about their

Catholic social workers are still not

attitudes to integration.

allowed to visit the island.

One such Timorese, on a training program in
Java, told an Indonesian friend that even
Apodeti members were opposed to the Indon

There have been unconfirmed reports of
East Timorese political prisoners being
held on other nearby islands including

esian presence. "It took the Portuguese
500 years to control East Timor", he said,

Alor, Liran and Kisar as well as on Jaco,
the small, barren island at the eastern
tip of East Timor.

"and it will take the Indonesians another

prisoners - maybe many more. International
the island.

Indonesian and Dili

500 years".
THUMBS DOWN

FOR D.G.I.

WHITLAM STILL AT IT
The international Protestant community, in

Gough Whitlam has been at it again. He is
reported to have told African leaders at a

a virtually unprecedented move, appears to

regional conference in Nigeria in June that
they should recognise Indonesia's takeover

Churches' (D.G.I.) requests for money to

of East Timor.

have turned down the Indonesian Council of

conduct welfare programs in East Timor.

We understand that of $400,000 requested

Whitlam argued that Fretilin should not be

compared with Mozambique's Frelimo because
'Fretilin never fought the Portuguese, all

they did was start a civil war1.
In 1977, when whitlam was leader of the
Labor Opposition, he rejected the notion
of an independent East Timor and claimed
that the Timorese had killed more of one

another than had the Indonesian army. For
these statements he was criticized by his

own Party and obliged to respect Party
policy.

A.L.P. policy on East Timor was watered
down in 1979 (without debate) but it still
defends the right of self-determination
for the East Timorese. We understand the
Federal A.L.P. will write to those African

leaders,disputing the recent statements on
Timor by Gough whitlam.

by the D.G.I, through the World Council of
Churches in Geneva early last year, only
$60,000 has been pledged. And not all of
the pledges have been received.
Two key countries where the D.G.I, request

has been rejected are Holland and Aust
ralia.

After public debate in Holland, the Dutch
Council of Churches decided not to support
the program because of D.G.I, association
with the Indonesian military in Timor and
because the Council did not want to con

done what the military have done in the
territory.
The Australian Council of Churches has
decided to channel its aid to East Timor

through the Dili Catholic Church, rather
than support the aims of its fraternal
organisation, the D.G.I.
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TROUBLES

IN DILI

to Jakarta in 2 days
high blood pressure.

CHURCH

The head of the Dili Catholic Church, Monsignor Lopes, is on record as continuing

suffering from

OBSERVERS OR ADVISERS

?

to call for self-determination for the

Australian Defense Minister Jim Killen has

East Timorese. The Catholic Church is seen

as a bastion of resistance to integration
but its personnel are not unanimous in

officially confirmed that an Australian
military attache was present in East Timor
for the launching of Indonesian military

this resolve.

"exercises" there in late March this year.

A recent story from Dili is that Mgr Lopes

These "exercises" marked the beginning of

has been "tricked" by the military and its
friends in the Church to sign over admin

an Indonesian offensive in the territory's
eastern sector (see page 2 of this T.I.S.).

istration of several Church concerns to

to a Foundation called Yayasan Antonius.

An unconfirmed claim circulating at the

The Yayasan, which already controls the

United Nations is that 6 American 'Green
Berets' also attended the exercises and

Church's education system,

stayed on as 'counter-insurgency' advisers,

is run by a

Father da Costa whom the military see as
more 'co-operative1.

The increasing importance of the Yayasan,
with its ties to the military, is viewed

with dismay by many of the clergy. This
latest event has caused a row within the

JOURNALISTS OBJECT
THE Victorian, NSW and South Australian branches of the
Australian Journalists' Association have dissociated them- -

selves from a forthcoming AJA-sponsored tour of Australia
by a delegation of Indonesian journalists.
Relations between Australian journalists and the Indon
esian Government have been somewhat strained since the

Dili Church.

deaths of two of our newsmen in Timor and the expulsion of
Because the Dili

Church is under the dir

ect control of the Vatican, the Papal Nun
cio in Jakarta, Monsignor Puente, visited
Dili to resolve the dispute. Mgr Puente,

who personally accepts the Indonesian pres
ence in East Timor as an established fact

and believes the situation in Timor is
better under Indonesia than it was under

Portugal, was unsuccessful.

For reasons that are not clear, he returned

two others from Indonesia.

The dissident branches have condemned the tour as a

propaganda exercise by the Indonesians and maintain that

the delegation will not represent
journalists.

working Indonesian

Some members also believe that the federal executive of

the AJA is compromising itself by accepting funding from
the Department of Foreign Affairs for the tour when
Foreign Affairs has taken such a soft line on the Timor
deaths and the Jakarta expulsions.
A final reason for opposing the the tour was "the parlous
•tate of AJA finances."

(National Times, 9-15 Aug. _, 1981)

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS
Sep.

27-28

The Australian Council for Overseas Aid's annual meeting adopted a

ACFOA

f798«

number of resolutions framed by its East Timor Sub-committee which

included a call to end Australian military aid to Indonesia until a genuine act of selfdetermination is held in East Timor. (See TIS no. 29 p. 5)
Oct,

REFUGEES

The federal Immigration department announced a change in the nomin

ation scheme for Timorese refugees.

The new conditions apply only

to Timorese who were resident outside Timor at 30 September 1980. Under the new scheme
eligible Timorese may be nominated by relatives who have lived in Australia for more than

twelve months and who are able to guarantee their accomodation and employment. (See
TIS no. 29 p. 8)

October

(Immigration press releases 137/80, 176/80)

ROGER EAST

Two East Timorese refugees in Portugal claimed that Australian

journalist Roger East had been arrested and shot by Indonesian troops in
Dili on 8th December 1975. An Indonesian official privately claimed that a government
report on East's execution alleged that he was a communist

time of his arrest.

and had been armed at the

An Indonesian government inquiry held at the request of the Aust

ralian government denied there was any truth in the refugees' claims, and said it was
unable to shed

any further light on East's fate.

(Canberra Times 22 & 28.10.80
31.1.81 )

Oct. 19 - 20

NEW YORK CONFERENCE

An international conference on East Timor was held in

New York. The 200 participants heard addresses by Jill Jolliffe, Mike
Chamberiain, Arnold Kohen, Ben Anderson, Shepard Forman, Noam Chomsky and Jose Ramos-

Horta. (The conference report is available for US$2.00 plus .750 postage from the
East Timor Human Rights Committee, Box 363 Clinton Station, Syracuse, New York, 13201.)
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Nov. 3

UNITED NATIONS

The General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the people

of East Timor to be allowed to decide their own future.

The resolution, which

was passed by 59 votes to 35, with 42 abstentions, also named Portugal as the administ
ering power responsible for East Timor.
(I.P.S. copy 4.11.80)
Nov. 8 *WALSH-MUNSTER BOOK

The Commonwealth obtained an injunction preventing Sydney

and Melbourne newspapers from publishing extracts of a book on Australian foreign

policy. The book "Documents on Australian defence and foreign policy 1968-1975" published by Richard Walsh and George Munster - reproduced internal telegrams of the
department of Foreign Affairs. Its secretary, Peter Henderson, told the High Court on
November 11th that extracts concerning East Timor named several important Indonesian
leaders and their publication would damage Australian relations with Indonesia.
Henderson said the government had to be seen to try to prevent publication of the
extracts.
(Age 12.11.80)
15 MORAIS DA SlLYA The Lisbon paper 'Expresso' reported that Colonel Morais da
The visit was reported to be part of
Silva had visited East Timor in October,
a tour to Jakarta, Canberra and Tokyo to gauge support for a Portuguese-sponsored

Nov,

consultation on East Timor.

Details of the activities of da Silva in East Timor re

mained secret though the trip was treated with suspicion by

Timorese refugees in Lisbon

They pointed out da Silva's association with General Dading Kalbuadi (military commander
for the East Timor region in the Indonesian army) and a claim that da Silva belived that

the integration should now be accepted.
Jan. 26 1981

AMBASSADORS

(Tribune 29.10.80; Expresso 15.11.80)

Retiring Australian ambassador Thomas Critchley completed

his three term in Jakarta.
His replacement, Rawdon Dalrymple, presented
his credentials to President Suharto on April 4th: these included the standard phrase

that "short-term problems should not be allowed to overshadow long-term interests".
(Melb. Herald 27.1.81)
Jan

30

RODGERS The Indonesian government refused to renew journalist Peter Rodgers'
work visa. Rodgers attributed the refusal to Indonesian government displeasure

WHITLAM

AGAIN

!

The following exchange took place in the Far Eastern Economic Review. Horta's letter
was prompted by a report of Whitlams statements on Timor in Nigeria (see page 7).
Note in particular Whitlam1s claims in the second-last paragraph.

Miserable Whitlam

Wrong government

I read with disgust [former Australian
prime minister] Gough Whitlam's re
marks on East Timor [Intelligence,
Review, May 29]. We, the East Timo
rese , are very familiar with Whit

Writing as Fretilin's spokesman from Mo
zambique [Letters, Review, July 17],

lam's contempt for our right to self-deter
mination and statehood, and his conni
vance in the Indonesian military invasion
of East Timor. Whitlam has blood on his

hands. However, he is an unrepentant sin
ner. Whitlam reminds me of police chief
Javert in Victor Hugo's Les Mis6rables,
who wasted half his life in bitter pursuit of
escaped convict Jean Valjean, only to end
up jumping into the Seine when his con
science awoke him from his blind hatred

of a poor man.
Wnitlam is bitter towards a small nation

because he was completely isolated within
his own party as a result of his handling of
the East Timor question. His "batik" di
plomacy led him to sell out the East Timo
rese to the Indonesians, going against al
most the entire Australian Labor Party.
Now, ignoring facts, distorting history,

and closing his eyes to the suffering of the
East Timorese, Whitlam went as far as

Josd Ramos-Horta should not take out his

frustrations on me and my government. It
was the government of present Australian
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, not my
government, which stopped him visiting
Australia. My foreign minister gave him
three interviews but found him unwilling
or unable to persuade Fretilin 4o consult
its rival parties in East Timor and to put an
end to the civil war between them.

In April 1976, Chris Santos, the official
spokesman of Fretilin in Australia, issued
a statement in which he said:
"We believe the Australian Labor Gov

ernment did its utmost to prevent the inva
sion of our country by the armed forces of
Indonesia. Mr Whitlam and the Austra

lian Labor Party cannot be blamed for the
invasion, which occurred during the care
taker government of Mr Fraser. Fretilin
believes that the invasion would not have

occurred if the Labor Party was still the
government then."
It would be strange if, giving a lecture
under the auspices of the Nigerian Insti

Nigeria to tell of his contempt and hatred
of the people of East Timor, who fought
so heroically on the side of the Australians
during World War II. joseramoshorta

tute of International Affairs, I had failed

New York

the point that in voting upon a resolution
concerning a particular region it is normal

Fretilin representative
JULY 17,1961 • FAREASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW

for nations outside the region to consider
the attitude of nations within it.... ,

to deal with Australasian issues upon
which African countries have to vote each

year in the UN General Assembly. I made

(Whitlam detailed voting
patterns on East Timor at
the United Nations and
then said
)
Fretilin won the civil war which broke

out in East Timor in August 1975 because
decamping Portuguese officers left it
thousands of new weapons. Most of Fre
tilin's leaders had Portuguese fathers.

Their conduct drove 40,000 indigenous
Timorese to take refuge with their broth

ers in West Timor. The other parties
joined in an appeal to Indonesia. Indone
sia occupied the capital in December 1975

— four weeks after the fall of mygovern
ment — and helped the other parties to
overcome Fretilin.

For centuries the island of Timor was

artificially divided by Portugal and the Ne

therlands. The nations of the region now
believe the incorporation of East Timor
into Indonesia was as proper and natural
as the incorporation of Goa into India.
Sydney
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with his reports on East Timor, though no official reason for the expulsion was given. '^
(Age 30.1.81)

February

AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISTS1 ASSOCIATION

The AJA federal executive decided to

renew formal links with the Indonesian Journalists' Association, PWI. The

executive had withheld an invitation for PWI representatives to visit Australia last

year after the Indonesian government refused to renew visas for Australian journalists
Warwick Beutler and Joe Coman.

However, the February meeting reversed this decision

and it was expected that the PWI would take up the AJA invitation in October 1981.

In

August there were reports of dissent within the AJA about the invitation (see Anin Maka
Hu'u - p.8 ).
(The Journalist March/April 1981)
Feb. 12

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT'S

annual human rights report criticised Indonesia's

disregard for human rights in East Timor. The report cited allegations of
cruelty towards prisoners, restrictions on leaving the country, the government's refusal
to allow inspections of prisons and detention centres, and its failure to account for
at least 22 people who disappeared after being arrested. The State department claimed
there were 80 political prisoners in East Timor. (A detailed critique of the report
appeared in Tapol no.
Feb... 26,

44, March/April 1981.) (Herald 12.2.81)

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY

The leader of the federal A.L.P. Opposition Mr Bill

" ~~ Hayden attacked Australia's "servile" attitude to Indonesia.

In what is the

strongest statement yet made by an ALP leader since the East Timor issue arose, Hayden
said:
"Our servility seems to know no bounds, despite (Indonesia's) appalling record in
Timor and the intimidation and political harassment of those who fail to support Presi
dent Suharto. The Labor Party does not subscribe to the belief that Indonesia is vitally
important to Australia and we are only of marginal importance to it."
(Age 27.2.81)
March

REFUGEES

East Timorese refugees arriving from Dili are being stranded in Jakarta

by Portuguese inaction, according to claims by Timorese who managed to get to
Portugal. The refugees claim that the Portuguese Foreign Ministry has greatly reduced
the number of passport authorisations issued by its agent in Jakarta, the Dutch embassy.
Figures for 1980 show that 181 passports covering 338 people were issued from January 'to
September; only 11 passports covering 22 people were authorised from September to Decem
ber, although 352 applications were received in this period. According to journalist
Jill Jolliffe, the change coincided with a Portuguese announcement of renewed attempts

to negotiate a settlement with Indonesia of East Timor's status. Jolliffe said that a
Portuguese spokesperson denied any change in policy.
(Age 2.3.81)
April 1

RADIO AUSTRALIA The Foreign minister Mr Street admitted there had been corres
pondence between his department and the Minister for Communications Mr Sinclair
over Radio Australia.
The Age claimed Mr Sinclair had suggested that Radio Australia
news broadcasts to Indonesia be approved by Foreign Affairs staff before broadcast.
In
Parliament, Street said that liaison already existed between his department and Radio
Australia, under which the station's news controllers were briefed on "foreign relations
developments". Street claimed that no significant change in these arrangements was
expected. Radio Australia journalists in Melbourne met to consider the Sinclair
proposal and the independence of the station.
(Age & Hansard, House, 1/4/81)
April 15

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
The International Red Cross formally ended its
East Timor relief program, run jointly with the Indonesian Red Cross.
According to a March report by the ICRC's Press Officer, the relief program has ended

the emergency which existed 18 months earlier, and saved thousands of lives. By early
1981, 11 of the 14 centres in which ICRC was operating had been "handed over" to
Indonesian authorities and the Indonesian Red Cross.
However, the report concluded
that a lot of improvement in conditions is necessary.
In Melbourne, the ACFOA East
Timor Sub-committee pointed out that the Red Cross' departure would permit the Indon
esian government to conduct a 'final offensive' against forces opposing them in East
Timor.
ACFOA also claimed that an Australian aid group should be allowed to survey
the country and assess its needs.
(Age & ACFOA press release 15.4.81)

May 10

PORTUGAL

The United Nations General Secretary Kurt Waldheim held talks with

the Portuguese government on the question of East Timor.
Results of the dis
cussions in Lisbon were not disclosed.
(For information on earlier Portuguese moves,
see TIS no. 29 p. 11)
(Age 12.5.81)
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AUSTRALIANS WHO SUPPORT THE ANNEXATION OF EAST TIMOR
Very few Australian individuals or organisations have maintained an active public
defence of the Indonesian occupation of East Timor. Even Ministers of the Fraser

Government, which now recognises de jure, the integration of East Timor into Indonesia,
adopt a low profile in defence of their government's policy.
That low profile is certainly due to broad-based public opposition in Australia to
the occupation and Australian government policy on the issue.
In past issues of T.I.S., we have examined the role of Australian Liberal and Labor

governments as well as the attitudes of former Prime Minister, Gough Whitlam. The
following item briefly examines the roles of a few others who defend the Indonesian
occupation

of East Timor:

Mr B.A. SANTAMARIA

- is one of only three Australians who since the Indonesian in

vasion, has maintained a public defence of the occupation and sought to discredit crit
ics of that act. The other two are Gough Whitlam and Heinz Arndt.

Mr Santamaria's views on Timor are most frequently expressed in Newsweekly, the official
organ of the right-wing National Civic Council of which Mr Santamaria is president.
At no stage have Mr Santamaria's or Newsweekly's articles defended the right of selfdetermination for the East Timorese. A survey of Newsweekly shows that almost all items
have been devoted to:

- attempts to discredit critics of Indonesia and/or East Timor supporters
- attempts to discredit information critical of Indonesia
- justification of the occupation in terms of the importance of the AustraliaIndonesia relationship and the need to counter a 'leftist threat' in Timor.

Jim Dunn has been the main target of attempts to discredit critics. Another was Mel
bourne Jesuit Mark Raper. The tecnique used has been to make dubious claims of

Fretilin crimes and then render supporters of East Timorese independence guilty by
association and hence unreliable.

Newsweekly has sought to discredit information by taking advantage of the fact that
sources of information often must remain confidential.

In a war situation,

this is

an obvious problem, but is used by supporters of Indonesia to throw doubt on the ver
acity of reports.
The underlying theme of anticommunism in Newsweekly gives rise to support for the
present Jakarta government; the need for a close 'relationship1 between Australia
and Indonesia; any form of 'leftist' government in East Timor.
This anticommunism
appears to justfy any action - including the invasion of, and massacres in Timor.
Santamaria - C.S.I.S. Link

Mr Santamaria is known to have close links with Harry Chan, director of Ali Murtopo's
Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). Harry Chan and Liem Bian Kie
(Jusuf Wanandi)
were named by Hamish Macdonald, in his book Suharto's Indonesia, as
key figures in Operasi Komodo, a covert operation designed to achieve the integration
of East Timor into Indonesia.

With such links, Mr Santamaria ought to have considerable knowledge of what has hap
pened inside East Timor. He has chosen to support Indonesian actions in East Timor,
not to expose them.

HEINZ ARNDT

-

a professor of economics at the Australian National University who has

tirelessly defended the Indonesian annexation of East Timor. Like Mr Santamaria, he
believes allegations of crimes by Indonesia in Timor are likely to damage AustraliaIndonesia relations. He does not propose a detailed investigation of the allegations.

Arndt*s articles in the conservative journal, Quadrant, pay little attention to the
case against Indonesia but rather, seek to discredit that country's critics. These
critics are lumped together as "radical ideologues, aggrieved journalists, emotional
priests and Wilsonian idealists". (Quadrant , December 1979)
Arndt falsely claims that critics of Indonesian aggression in Timor have "played on
culture-bound prejudices against Asians in general and Indonesians in particular,
which are latent in Australia". Any survey of the mass of East Timor literature pro
duced in Australia since 1975 would show that claim to be without foundation.
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SIR BERNARD J. CALLINAN - has the dubious distinction of being the only World War II

commando who fought in East Timor, to publically support East Timor's integration into
Indonesia.

In 1974, B.J. Callinan made public expressions of support for the East Timorese and

urged the Australian government to
freely their desires

ensure the Timorese could "determine and express

for the future."

In 1977 however, it appears that he changed

his mind. In a letter to The Age (19.8.77) Callinan wrote
".. I am convinced that East Timor is not a

of these people

viable independent nation. To talk

exercising 'a free choice1 is to be quite unrealistic; and to

talk of Indonesia withdrawing is not only unreal, it can also only cause
unnecessary friction between Australia and its nearest neighbour".
B.J. Callinan, whose house is named after a Timorese river ("Belulic"), is a prominent
businessman, a commisioner of the A.B.C. and the Victorian State Electricity Commission
and a member of the Vatican's Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace. He was one

of the Australian Government's team of "Advisers"

to the Diem government in South

Vietnam in the early sixties. A man of some influence within the Australian establish
ment, B.J. Callinan's views have no doubt been important in behind-the-scenes lobbying
to strengthen Australian government support for the Indonesian invasion of East Timor.
REV. JOHN EDDY S.J. -

of the Jesuit Research Centre in Canberra and a colleague of

Heinz Arndt at the National University, has acted privately rather than publically on
the East Timor issue.

In letters to the Sydney-based Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace (CCJP) and its
chairman at the time, Bishop Mulkearns, John Eddy vigorously disputed the Commissions
statements on the right of the East Timorese to self-determination. He also strongly

disputed claims of 'widespread and indiscriminate killing' by Indonesian troops in East
Timor.

Eddy did not propose investigation of the claims.

In February 1977, partly in the context of East Timor, John Eddy wrote to the Secretary
of the Australian Bishops Conference suggesting that a series of questions be put to
CCJP concerning its modus operandi. Eddy "seriously recommended" that "if satisfactory
answers to these matters are not available...Episcopal sponsorship and financial support
should be withdrawn from the CCJP..."

(Letter 28.2.77).

Eddy's submission to the Australian bishops was rejected. Nonetheless, the submission
could easily be interpreted as an attempt to lessen the preparedness of the CCJP to
make statements in defense of East Timorese self-determination.

(In the next issue of T.I.S. we will examine the Australia-Indonesia Business Cooper
ation Committee and the ACFOA-sponsored Traill Commission of Enquiry into East Timor)
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