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WHITLAM ON THE ATTACK
For those who saw, or perhaps continue to see, Gough Whitlam as a statesman of intellig
ence, vision and wit, the cartoon from the Canberra Times on our front cover must seem

appropriate. The Timor issue just won't go away, indeed, Whitlam has recently attempted
a further defence of his Labor Government's record on the issue. However, far from being
a minor irritant, the more the former Prime Minister writes on the issue, the more

likely it is that East Timor will prove decisive in analyses of his place in history.
Whitlam's latest statements were prompted by the publication of material from Portugal

which suggested he had conspired
East Timor into Indonesia.

In a

with President Suharto to effect the integration of
letter to the Canberra Times

(22nd October) Whitlam

denied the charge saying the "agreed record" of conversation between himself and Suharto
in September 1974 demonstrates that accusations of conspiracy are "unjust and unfounded."
Mr Whitlam has never denied he told Suharto that an independent East Timor would be un

viable and a threat to the stability of the region and that incorporation into Indonesia

was the best option.

He does not comment on suggestions that, despite his qualification

that the East Timorese should decide their future, his comments were interpreted by Ind

onesian leaders as a 'green light' to take over East Timor - the agreed records
notwithstanding.

Claiming that his account (/) of the "great efforts of his government in 1975 on the
issue has never been challenged" (he obviously does not read TIS - see issue 30) ,
Whitlam repeated his nonsensical characterisation of the Indonesian invasion as the
second stage of a civil war. In saying that Indonesia "helped the other parties to over
come Fretilin" Whitlam does not mention that; three of those parties had very little foll

owing in Timor while the fourth, U.D.T., was represented by a small remnant leadership
making decisions outside EastTimor with no reference to its followers.

When taken to task by Jim Dunn for his interpretations (2) , Whitlam replied with another
letter to the Canberra Times

(17th November) in which he claimed Fretilin "did not concern

itself with the process of self-determination". It had, Whitlam wrote, "embarked on a
civil war" and "without holding elections.. .made a unilateral declaration of independ
ence." This is the mark of Whitlam's partial history: no mention of the origins of the

civil war (a U.D.T, coup) ; no mention of Indonesian incursions into Timor from September
1975,

which

he

knew about and which were a major reason for the decision to declare

independence.

In addition to a gratuitous reference to Rogerio Lobato's racial origins ("the Portuguese
army's senior mestizo") Whitlam claimed Fretilin's friends failed to warn or restrain it
from "its Frelimo-type excesses after August 1975". These "excesses" included establish
ing links with "revolutionary groups in metropolitan Portugal and other colonies ...in
particular Mozambique". He does not mention the threats of an Indonesian invasion from
the beginning of 1975 or the Australian Labor government's failure to offer support for
the independence aspirations of the Timorese.
Other "excesses" named were Fretilin's clenched fist salute, slogans and songs from

Mozambique and calling leaders "Commissario". But if slogans, songs and salutes are
"excesses" one hesitates to think what Whitlam would call illegal invasion, torture,

imprisonment and execution without trial, starvation as a military strategy, excluding
aid agencies during 3*5 years of war - all actions of the Indonesian army in East Timor.
On this, Whitlam is silent.

Mr Whitlam alleges that Jim Dunn "bears a heavy responsibility, for of all Australians,
he had the best and last opportunity to influence Fretilin". We would suggest that it
is Mr Whitlam, through his continued contact with President Suharto, who still has the

responsibility and opportunity to speak out against the continued Indonesian destruct
ion of East Timor.

(1) Australian Outlook , Vol.34 No.l, April 1980.

(2)Canberra Times 29 October1981
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INDONESIAN OFFENSIVE FAILS - BUT MANY DIE
Operasi Keamanan, the Indonesian operation to mop up armed resistance in East Timor

(see TIS no. 32) has failed in its prime objective, according to information received
from East Timor.

One communication received in Australia on November 30th claimed that very few guer
illas were caught in the 'fence of legs' operation as it swept through the territory
from east and west.

However, another letter from Timor which arrived in late November claimed 500 East Tim

orese had been killed by Indonesian troops.

The writer, whose identity is known to TIS,

said:

"The news from Timor is very bad. It needs courage to receive because it is
based on truth. The military operation taking place in July-September was

an authentic cyclone blowing from one side of the island to another, leaving
a tragic situation. Innocent children under three years old, pregnant women
and defenceless people were massacred only for the fact that they don't want
to lose their identity as a people.

"About 500 people were accused and killed without pity and mercy, only be
cause they refused to accept integration of East Timor into the Republic
of Indonesia, preferring to live free and independent instead of being
slaves under foreign domination."

The letter also said that the goals of the operation had not been achieved; it did not
elaborate.

(West Australian 28.11.81)

EAST TIMOR REFUGEES - AUSTRALIAN POLICY WANTING
The recent arrests in Jakarta of Timorese refugees attempting to escape to Australia
graphically illustrates the human and political dimensions of the family reunion issue.
Desperate to reunite with families in Australia after months of anxious waiting for
exit permits Indonesia refuses to grant, some 30 Timorese apparently tried to bluff and

bribe their way through passport control at Jakarta's Halim airport in November, only
be arrested for using false passports. The incident serves to illustrate yet again the
determination of Timorese to flee Indonesian control and Jakarta's equally firm
determination to obstruct their departure. The fact that the detainees were carrying
Australian visas cannot be expected to assist them for, if the record is to be believed,
Jakarta takes no notice of mild representations from Canberra though the Australian
Government continues to argue that its official policy of unconditional cooperation with
Indonesia produces humanitarian results.

Australia has two programs to assist the reunion of separated Timorese families.
1. The Australia-Indonesia 'agreed list' of 625

The first, designed exclusively for immediate family members separated between Australia
and East Timor and agreed to in principle by Mr Fraser and President Suharto in 1976,
is still far from complete and has been anything but the smooth and rapid process one
would expect of two neighbouring countries who make much of their friendship and
coope rat ion.

AccordaJng to the Australian Immigration Department in November 1981, 347 of the 625
approved under this scheme have arrived in Australia. Very few of these have been ethnic
Timorese.

The failure of this scheme is an on-going irritation in the official Australia-Indonesia
relationship and a particular embarassment to Canberra which, having publicly contracted
to reunite a precise, number of people, finds itself locked into a program it cannot
deliver on.

Indonesia continues to refuse to honour its side of the bargain. By way of rationalDIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

isation it invokes, for example, cultural factors, arguing that according to Indonesian
custom families should reunite with the head of family in his country of residence,
i.e. return to East Timor where, it is added, life is normal (a proposition Australian

Immigration officials are inclined not to dispute). Not surprisingly, Timorese find
neither argument persuasive. Another common Jakarta stratagem is to promise
cooperation but do nothing. For example, answering a question in the House on Sept.22,
1981, the Immigration Minister Mr Macphee said:

"We have recently received positive assurances from the Indonesian Government that
family reunion movements will not be impeded".
Two months later a letter from the Immigration Department makes the same claim, the
latest of many over the years.

To mollify public opinion by being seen to be doing something, the Australian Government
continues to take inconsequential steps from time to time towards completing the

program. In July this year, talks said to be "promising" were held in Jakarta between
a senior Canberra public servant and Hankam, but were without result. A Departmental
review of the program is currently underway. Timorese in Australia who originally
nominated family members for reunion in April 1977 have been asked to complete a new
sponsorship form. The reason: "this updated information will help us in our efforts
to' complete all the outstanding family reunions provided for in the agreed list".
In deference to Indonesia, however, the Government stops short of substantial initiatives

The single most effective initiative remains the sending of an Australian immigration
team to Dili to process the remaining separated families and bring them direct to
Australia.

But according to Mr Macphee in the House on Sept. 22 last:

"It is clear from recent discussions with (the Indonesian) authorities that it would

not be practicable to propose sending another mission to Dili".

In the light of the above, it is no surprise that the handful of Timorese who have made
it to Australia in 1981 have done so despite the program, escaping from Dili and
Jakarta illegally after the payment of exorbitant bribes.

2. 1980 Special Humanitarian Program - unfair limitations

According to Mr Macphee on Sept. 22 last, 1200 Timorese have been "visaed for entry"
under Australia's second reunion scheme, the Special Humanitarian Program.

How many

have actually arrived is not clear. But it is known that many have already waited
many months in Jakarta for exit permits the Indonesian Government refuses to grant.
TWO further points need to be made about this second program.

It has been tightened up over the 12 months that have elapsed since its inception.
When it was first announced in October 1980, Immigration officials assured Timorese
in Australia that the program would be applied in the most liberal manner. Anyone
outside East Timor before September 30, 1980 with relatives in Australia would be

eligible. Now, however, we are told it is open only to Timorese "whose lives have
been disrupted by the events of 1975", "who have been living temporarily outside East
Timor (particularly in Portugal)", and who have been "experiencing settlement
difficulties".

That is, the program has been re-orientated away from East Timor and

the disruptions that have occurred there since 1975.

In line with this re-interpretation, which accommodates Indonesian sensitivities, the
Government is refusing to accede to requests from the Timorese community in Australia
that the Special Humanitarian Program be extended to accommodate refugees from
East Timor who have arrived in Jakarta since October 1980.
Mr Macphee recently
advised the Timorese community as follows:

"In discussions with Departmental officers, the question of extending the 30 ^

September 1980 deadline has been raised. I regret that I cannot agree to this.
The 1980 deadline was quite appropriate, being sufficiently distant^ from the events
of 1975 to be able to encompass all those dislodged by those events".

Once again, regrettably, Canberra's fears of alienating Jakarta form the basis of
governmental decision making, taking precedence over the needs of Timorese seeking
refuge from repression in their country.
Patrick Walsh.
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'Whispers in the wind'

VATICAN TO ACCEPT INTEGRATION ?

The Indonesian Catholic Bishops Conference
has made representations to the Vatican on

the status of the East Timor Church. They
have advised Rome to change its policy and
acknowledge East Timor's incorporation

It is unlikely that a guided tour (Ruxton's

words) of Dili, the (presently damaged) War
Memorial on the Dili-Aileu road and a

couple of other places will be at all help
ful in determining the situation in East
Timor as Ruxton suggests.

into Indonesia and the Dili Diocese's

dependence on the Indonesian Church.

If the Indonesian government is to be

AN OLD SCRIPT

believed, the Vatican has acted on this
advice. The Melbourne Age of 25.11.'81

When Australian Foreign Affairs Minister

carried the following report:

Tony Street announced he would seek in

Timor claim
JAKARTA. —

The Vatican was

convinced that the integration of
East Timor into Indonesia — was

formation from the Indonesian government
about the document of complaints by the
Dili provincial 'government' and reports
of renewed military action in Timor, Timor

the best way of ensuring the de
velopment and progress of the

watchers did not hold their breath.

former

However the information was quickly sent

Foreign

Portuguese colony, 1 the
Minister,

said yesterday.

Mr

Mochtar«

He said he^was

to Canberra - and for those used to six

informed of the Vatican-attitude

years of 'pinch of salt1 denials, this

by Bishop Pablo Puerile 61 the
Vatican Embassy, who also ex
pressed his appreciation,of,Indo
nesian Government moves to

latest response held no surprises.

help Catholics in East Timor* Aft*
tara news agency reported.

As we go to press, the Vatican has neither

confirmed nor denied this report. If true,
it means the Vatican has reversed its pol
icy on the status of East Timor as a

country and handed the Suharto government

The

full text of the Jakarta Foreign Ministry's
statement read:
The Government has taken the matter into its attention

and is still processingit to verify the authenticity of the docu
ment itself. As for the sensational news reports, it is noted as
an annual exercise before the United Nations General Assem

blysession commences. It isaimedto attract publicsympathy
and to discredit the efforts made by the Indonesian Govern
ment in East Timor.

a powerful instrument of coercion with

A notable twist was provided by an Indon

which to pressure the Dili Church into
accepting integrasi.

esian embassy official in London. In a
reference to claims that Timorese were

being conscripted to take part in the new

offensive, Mr Agus Tarmizi said it wrongly
R.S.L.

OUT OF LINE

Bruce Ruxton,

Victorian State President of

the Returned Services League has questioned
the veracity of October press reports of
a new Indonesian offensive in East Timor.

In;a letter to The Age (26.10.81) Ruxton

implied that Indonesian troops were in
capable of carrying out their own mili
tary operations.

As we saw in TIS No.32, even one of Jak

arta's leading dailies, Kompas, carried
information on East Timorese participation
in an Indonesian offensive in August.

claimed that R.S.L. travel agents had been
told Timor was now open for tours. "If the

troubles have started again in Timor1', said

HASTINGS, NEWSWEEKLY TOE LINE

Ruxton, "surely the Indonesians would not
want conducted tours of holiday-makers

The Indonesian government was not the only

going to the island."

one to suggest that reports of the new

We understand a party of R.S.L. members
wi.ll visit East Timor - but only for two

stories released in preparation for the

Indonesian offensive were just propaganda
annual United Nations debate on Timor.

full days and not until August 1982.

Sydney Morning Herald foreign editor Peter
That ought to give the Indonesian army
Hastings wrote: "It is difficult to es
enough time to wind up its latest operation. cape the conclusion that the spate of -5DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

ite Timor targets (ACFOA, AWD, Jim Dunn),

reports on alleged Indonesian atrocities
in East Timor leaked by the Australian

claimed the Timor issue had been raised

Council for Overseas Aid and the Roman

"only a short time before the issue is to

Catholic/Protestant Action for-World Dev
elopment are not linked to the imminent

be debated at the U.N."

Neither Hastings nor Newsweekly offered
any serious discussion of the merits of
the reports. With their close links to
high places in Jakarta, they both ought
to know what is going on in Timor.

annual General Assembly vote..."
The right-wing journal Newsweekly9 pres
ently re-running material from the Can
berra Times to have a shot at its favour

AUSTRALIAN SENATE TO CONDUCT EAST TIMOR ENQUIRY
Reports of a new Indonesian offensive in East Timor and representations from a broad
range of Australian individuals and organisations have pushed the Australian Senate to
conduct an enquiry on East Timor.

However, it remains to be seen whether the government

will try to cut the enquiry short.

The Senate decision to refer the terms of reference (see box below) to the Senate

Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defence on 26 November, capped an intriguing
series of moves over the previous month.

The first call for an enquiry came from Australian Democrat Senator Colin Mason on
October 13. He asked whether the government would conduct an enquiry into "AustraliaIndonesia relations from 1975 onwards" in relation to Timor.(1)

Mason's unanswered

question was followed a few minutes later by government Senator Alan Missen asking the
chairman of the Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee (Scott) whether his committee
would undertake an "urgent investigation" concerning the renewed military offensive,
human rights violations and family reunions.

Missen1s question was ruled out of order.

Following these first shots, the government moved quickly to head-off calls for an

enquiry. Immediately the next morning, Senator Scott announced that his Committee
would be conducting an enquiry - but on the question of "defence co-operation" (2)
Later that same day, Scott announced that the Foreign Affairs and defence Committee
would not conduct an enquiry into allegations of human rights violations in East Timor
because the Committee believed that "the

SENATE ENQUIRY ON EAST TIMOR

matter was more appropriately one for the
Minister for Foreign Affairs". (3)

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Subsequent statements by various senators

(a) The human rights and con
ditions of the people of

ment without consulting Opposition members

East Timor

revealed that Scott had made his announce
of the Committee.

(4)

It also became

apparent that because the Committee already

(b) United Nations resolut
ions and actions with

regard to East Timor
(c) Appropriate policies to
be adopted by an Austral
ian Government in rel
ation to matters revealed
in the Committee's

inquiry.

had the reference on defence co-operation
before it, Senator Missen would not vote for
moves to have the Senate direct the Committee
to take on East Timor. Being the only gov
ernment senator at that stage to be public-

ally calling for an enquiry, Missen's vote
in the evenly-divided Senate seemed crucial.
So, the only alternative at that stage was
to create a special "Select Committee" which was precisely what Timor activists

Written submissions on these areas
should reach the Senate Standing

and the Australian Council for Overseas Aid

Committee on Foreign Affairs and
Defence, Parliament House, Can

berra, A.C.T. 260q. Australia on

The Committee members are D.B. Scott (NCP),
A.W.R. Lewis (Lib.), D.J. Hamer (Lib.),
N. Bolkus (ALP), C.G. Primmer (ALP), and

or before 30 March 1982.

G.D. Mcintosh (ALP).
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had been asking for. But with the Australian Democrats under fire for having already
called for too many Select Committees, a widespread feeling in the Senate that too many
committees were already in operation, and the ALP at that time being only prepared to
support but not initiate calls for a Timor inquiry, the chances of an enquiry in the near
future seemed unlikely.

However, on 11 November, Opposition leader in the Senate

John Button served notice that

he would initiate a call for a Select Committee to be established to enquire into the
"human rights and conditions of people in East Timor". (5) On 24 November Button advised

that he would extend the terms of reference for the Select Committee. (6)

So, it was

with some surprise that listeners to Parliamentary broadcasts heard a tired John Button,
at 10 p.m. on the last sitting of the Senate for 1981, formally move that an enquiry
on East Timor be conducted by the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and
Defence I (7)

To add to the intrigue, the motion was passed without debate; without stated opposition
of the government. Giveri that the Fraser government strongly opposed an enquiry in 1977
and continues to try to stop exposure of Indonesian actions over East Timor, its silence
was notable to say the least.

The sequence of events leading to this last-minute change of committees has been pri-.».
vately detailed by individual senators. It was believed that government Senators Missen,
Bonner and Martin were prepared to support the establishment of a Select Committee. But

the government, in order to prevent a Select Committee forming, "persuaded" the Foreign
Affairs and Defence Committee to do the job. Senator Button was advised that Senators

Missen and Bonner would support the reference going to this latter committee rather
than a Select Committee. Dependent on their votes for any enquiry, Button altered his
motion.

Time will reveal why the Government preferred the Standing Committee ahead of a Select
Committee. A possible explanation is that it can exercise more control over the Stand

ing Committee (the government Chairman having a casting vote on the Committee).
TOWARDS A USEFUL ENQUIRY

Expressions of Australian public opinion on the Timor issue and representations to

parliamentarians seeking a Senate investigation, were decisive in this enquiry 'getting
off the ground'.

Speaking in support of Button's final motion, Alan Missen revealed he

had received "scores of letters and resolutions" from Australian organisations. "Prob
ably no subject has figured so largely in my correspondence in recent months as thie
(issue of East Timor)" he said.

Democrat Colin Mason said he

found the issue to be

"of very great importance in Australia". He noted in particular Melbourne's East Timor
Solidarity Night on October 4 (see T.I.S. 32).

Any attempts by the government to shorten the enquiry will be partly circumvented if

East Timor supporters, in Australia and overseas, ensure that many submissions are made
to the Committee. In addition "to the need to secure government funds for the Committee

to travel to East Timor and Portugal at least, there remains one major difficulty stand
ing in the way of a useful enquiry - the question of confidentiality.
It is relevant to mention that Australian intelligence agencies do have contact with

their Indonesian counterparts including BAKIN, Indonesia's intelligence coordinating
body.

The Senate Committee must be able to ensure security of information from Timorese
and Indonesian sources.where that is required. If the Committee cannot devise pro
cedures which prevent leakage of the identities of such sources, it may be deprived

of critical information.

A successful enquiry will lend legitimacy to the East Timorese' claims about the nature

of Indonesian rule in their country. This will be a useful addition to the case against
the Indonesian occupation. But the most important part of the enquiry is point (c) Recommendations for action. Hopefully the Committee will be able to transcend the
conventional wisdom, on Australia-Indonesia relations. This 'wisdom' has led successive
Australian governments to turn a blind eye to Jakarta's crimes in East Timor.
Sources/footnotes - see page 11
— — — —
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ACFOA-INITIATED 'INDEPENDENT COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY' FAILS
With the exception of readers of the Canberra Times, few people have heard of the report
of a commission of enquiry established by ACFOA in 1977.

John Traill Q.C. chairman of the Commission recently claimed that ACFOA had decided not
to publish the Commission's report and indeed had "sought to prevent the commissioners
from publishing the report to the Australian public, the United Nations and governments
independently".
(Canberra Times /?.//.81)
So, what is this Report ?

Mr Traill, Associate Professor Ken Rivett and lawyer Joyce Shewcroft were appointed by
ACFOA in September 1977 to assess all available information on East Timor and to make
recommendations to ACFOA and governments on what courses of action might be taken -

particularly in relation to aid and refugees.

The Commission was created especially so

that it could consider information from Timorese and Indonesian sources whose identity

could not be publically revealed, for their own or their families' security.
ACFOA had originally hoped the Commission would table its report by about mid-1978 but
when it was not forthcoming, the ACFOA executive called for the final report in October
1978, March 1979 and July 1979. In October 1979 the Council requested the Commission to
hand over material so that a report could be produced. However, it was not until February
1980 that the Commission sent its report to ACFOA. The report was examined by ACFOA's
East Timor Sub-committee, a critique was written and sent to the Commission. In October
1980 the Commission returned to ACFOA some alterations to its original report. In the
meantime the ACFOA Council had agreed that it would only circulate the report with an
attached critique.
COMMISSION JUSTIFIED INDONESIAN INVASION

The final report was, at best, a disappointing document.

With the exception of its

section on refugees and family reunions, which was informative and had positive (though
limited) suggestions, the report seemed more concerned with justifying the Indonesian
decision to incorporate East Timor rather than establishing what had happened and what was
happening in East Timor - information necessary to make decisions on what action to take.

The Commission gave no credence to reports from Timor and gave no evidence! that it
pursued information from Timorese in Australia who received letters from Timor.

In its

original report, the Commission dismissed information from "often quoted and seldom
identified" Timorese and Indonesian Church sources as "particularly suspect". This
statement was insensitive since there are clear security reasons why such sources could

not be identified. In fact, the Commission was given the names of some sources and was
shown material from such sources. When challenged, the Commission changed its judgement
on these sources to read:
" 'Church sources' are often quoted but seldom identified, and
so some are unauthenticated". There is no evidence that the Commission even attempted a
serious process of investigating these sources.
AID AGENCIES BLAMED

A major claim by the Commission was that critics of Indonesian actions in East Timor
are responsible for humanitarian aid being denied to the East Timorese.
Included in
this was ACFOA. The argument was that Indonesia saw criticism of its action in East
Timor as an intrusion into its (Indonesia's) internal affairs and therefore insisted

that aid could only go into East Timor via Indonesian government channels.
This claim is, of course, transparent nonsense.
Firstly, aid was given'oby various governments (including Australia) to the Indonesian
Red Cross, but even this agency was restricted in its East Timor operation by the Jakarta
government.

More importantly, no aid agencies of any sort were permitted to enter East Timor for the
first Sfeyrears of the war - regardless of whether they or their governments had been
critical of Indonesian actions in East Timor. The Commission did not entertain the
-8DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

obvious suggestion that aid agencies were not permitted to enter East Timor because
Jakarta wanted no witnesses to its operations in the territory.
RECOMMENDATIONS LITTLE USE TO TIMORESE

The Commission's 52-page report offered no workable solution to the problems faced by

East Timorese under Indonesian occupation.

Its suggestion that an independent mediating

agency be set up to meet with Timorese still conducting armed resistance "to help devise
a truce as a basis on which ex-resisters can still work for East Timor by peaceful means"
will sound ludicrous to Timorese (pro-Fretilin or otherwise) who have lived under Indon
esian rule.

The Commission was only able to make such suggestions by studiously ignoring a wealth of
claims about the nature of Indonesian rule. The Commission did not even suggest those
claims deserved further investigation.
The report will be of no use to the East Timorese or to people trying to learn about the

real situation inside East Timor.

It will be useful to those who seek to denigrate ACFOA

and others defending self-determination for the Timorese.

As TIS goes to press, the Commission's report with attached critique is available from
member agencies of ACFOA but not from ACFOA's head office in Canberra.

While ACFOA

should not waste time and money promoting the report, it should make copies available -,

since it commissioned the report and has now published it. To do otherwise is to promote
claims of suppression - which give the report more importance than it deserves.

Copies of the Commission's report and an attached critique are presently available from
ACFOA member agencies including Action for World Development, 1st floor, 183 Gertrude

Street, Fitzroy, Victoria, 3065.

They will also be available through the T.I.S.

Document Subscription Service

CHRONOLOGY OF RECENT EVENTS
May 1981

PORTUGAL

The United Nations Secretary-General Waldheim said he had held

"useful talks" with Portuguese leaders on diplomatic resolutions of

East Timor's status.

Suggestions discussed included the establishment of a UN-sponsored

Special Commission on East Timor.

(Timor Newsletter, June 1981)

June 19-21 PEOPLE'S TRIBUNAL A session of the Permanent People's Tribunal meeting in
Lisbon found that Indonesia had violated articles of the

United Nations charter through its invasion and occupation of East Timor. (See TIS # 31

p. 3 for full report.)
August

JOURNALISTS

(Timor Newsletter Jul/August)

AJA branches in Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia

dissociated themselves from a Foreign Affairs department-funded

tour by a delegation of Indonesian journalists. The delegation was invited by the AJA's
federal executive, but the dissenting branches said they believed that the trip would
be used as a propaganda exercise by the Indonesian government. (Nat'l Times 9-15.8.81)
Aug 17 YACHT RACE

The Indonesian consulate in Darwin refused appeals from the Chief
Minister of the Northern Territory to allow an ABC crew to film the

end of the Darwin-Ambon yacht race. A member of the film crew, Ric Teague, said he had
been told by the Indonesian Vice Consul that reports by former ABC correspondents had
been unacceptable to the Indonesian government. However, Everingham later said that a

directive from Jakarta to the Indonesian embassy in Canberra had been misinterpreted.
(Northern Territory News 17.8.81)

August 1981 MILITARY AID The Australian government allocated $10.8 million to Indon
esia under the Defence Co-operation scheme for 1981/82 This

Sr*^°n
W°U^ ^ ^^
f°r thG continuin*
Projectandintraining
Maluku province.
aircraft, maintenance
on Hercules'
aircraft, maPPin9
and advisors
(Hansard,Nomad
House
of Representatives,
— 9 —
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18.8.81)

Aug 20

CATHOLIC CHURCH

President Suharto asked the country's Catholic Bishops*
Conference to incorporate the Dili diocese into Indonesia's

Catholic Church.

The secretary-general of the Conference later said the Dili diocese's

status was a matter for the Pope rather than for Indonesia.

(Advocate 24.9.81)

September OFFENSIVE
East Timor.

Oct.

4

Reports reaching Australia claimed that a major new Indonesian
offensive against the Fretilin resistance was being conducted in
(Full report in TIS no. 32, p. 3)
(Australian 3-4.10.81)

ACFOA

The Australian Council for Overseas Aid's annual council rejected Indones-

ian denials of a major offensive in East Timor.

The council said the Indo

nesian government had a history of making equivocal statements on Timor. (Full report
in TIS no. 32, p. 8).
(Australian 6.10.81)
A television programme screened in Lisbon alleged that the Portuguese
Socialist government in 1975 had acquiesced in the Indonesian takeover
The writers of the documentary said they knew of two meetings held betwof East Timor
(Age 13.10.81)
een senior Portuguese leaders and Indonesian security chief Ali Murtopo

Oct 7

Oct 10

PORTUGAL

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

A report from the Indonesian-appointed provisional gov-

government in Dili to President Suharto described
torture, murder and corruption by officials of the police and army. (See full report in
TIS no. 32, p. 6)
(Australian 9.10.81)

Oct 12

NYERERE

The Tanzanian president, Dr Nyerere, said countries in the Organisation
^ African Unity were not persuaded by Indonesian arguments for its
invasion of East Timor. Nyerere, who was speaking after talks with the Indonesian pres

ident, said Tanzania retained its opposition to the annexation but did not expect its
relations with Indonesia to be affected by this stand.
Oct 13

SHANN

Former Australian ambassador to Indonesia, Sir Keith Shann, said Australian journalists killed in East Timor had deserved to die because they were

wearing Fretilin uniforms and were in an off-limits area.
p. xi.)
Oct lb

(Australian 13.10.81)

OFFENSIVE

(Full report in TIS no. 32,
(Australian 16.10.81)

The Indonesian government said reports that,it was carrying out a

military offensive against resistance in East Timor were sensational
attempts to discredit it. Such claims, it said, were an
annual affair designed to sway voting at the United NationsThe Australian Foreign Minister had asked the Indonesians
for details of the operation.
(Australian 14 & 16.10.81)

Nov 12

ANTHONY

The Deputy Prime Minister Mr Anthony said
he believed that the deaths

of five Aust

ralian journalists in East Timor had created a barrier to
good relations between Australia and Indonesia. Anthony,
who was addressing the Australia Indonesia Business Co
operation Committee, advised journalists to forget the
incident. AJA federal secretary Neal Swancott said he
believed that a full enquiry into the journalists' deaths
was necessary.
(Age 13.11.81)

The Minister for Foreign Affairs backed up
Anthony's remarks to the AIBCC by calling
on both Australian and Indonesian governments to make a
deliberate effort to overcome difficulties caused by Indo
nesia's invasion of East Timor.
Street told journalists
later that he did not think any further information about
the deaths of their colleagues in Balibo could be
ascertained.
(Age 14.11.81)

Nov 13

U

fiv» Austra

Mr -Afttkony «sk m to

STREET
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"Quasi" refugees escaping discrimination or human rights violations
would be admitted to Australia under a scheme announced by the Immig
ration Minister Mr McPhee.
McPhee said the scheme was set up to help minority groups to
(Age 19. 11.81)
escape "oppressive regimes1
Nov 18

REFUGEES

Nov 20

REFUGEES

A spokesperson for the Australian Embassy in Jakarta confirmed the
arrests of 15 East Timorese at Jakarta airport on November 4th. The

statement followed a question in the Senate from John Button seeking information on the
reported arrest of 60 Timorese bound for Australia via Singapore. According to the
embassy worker, the refugees did not have permits to leave Indonesia.
(Age 21.11.81)

Nov 25 JOURNALISTS

A scholarship to commemmorate Australian journalists killed in East

Timor was announced by the AJA's Victorian branch. The scholarship
covers a year's study at the Columbia School of Journalism. Its holder in 1982 will be

named the Greg Shackleton scholar.
Nov 26

SENATE INQUIRY

and Defence.

The Senate voted to direct the issue of human rights and condit
ions in East Timor to its Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs

(See article p.6

Nov 34. UNITED NATIONS

(Age 25.11.81)

in this issue.)

(Age 27.11.81)

The U.N. General Assembly passed another resolution defending

the East Timorese right to self-determination. 5/jt. countries
voted for the motion, and 4-2. against. There were i+6 abstentions.

Australian Senate Enquiry - Sources/footnotes;

(1) Hansard, 13.10.81; (2) Hansard 14.10.81. ''Defense Cooperation" means military aid.
Main recipients at present are Papua New Guinea and Indonesia; (3) Foreign Affairs Min
ister Tony Street did enquire - for results see 'Same old script' on page of this TIS.
(4)Though it was also clear that the full committee, including Labor members had earlier

discussed the possibility of a Timor inquiry, but decided on the defense cooperation

reference; (5) Hansard 11.11.81; (6) Hansard 24.11.81. Button added the reference to U.N.
resolutions which should permit the committee to discuss East Timorese self-determination
(7) Hansard 26.11.81.
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One Minute of Silence
Be silent
mountains

valleys and springs
rivers and streams
stony ways

and grassy reaches,
be silent

Be silent
birds of the air

and waves of the sea
winds that blow

on sands that flow

in lands that no-one owns,
be silent

Be silent
canes and bamboos

bushes and eucalypts

palms and grasses
endless verdure

>

of tiny Timor,
be silent

Be silent

your silence, our silence
FOR ONE MINUTE

It is a time for silence
for the silenced time
for the life times lost

the lives given
FOR THE HOMELAND
FOR THE NATION

FOR THE PEOPLE
FOR OUR
LIBERATION

BE SILENT - ONE MINUTE OF SILENCE

by Francisco Borja-da Costa, killed by Indonesian invading forces on 7 December 1975
ffrom Revolutionary Poems in the Struggle Against Colonialism, ed. by Jill Jolliffe.
Sydney: Wild & Woolley, 1976.)
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