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NEWS FROM EAST TIMOR : RESISTANCE CONTINUES
Continued resistance to continued Indonesian repression describes the past months in
East Timor. Information from. East Timorese themselves stands in stark contrast to

the recent spate of articles in international press. Concentrating on official Indon
esian "development" statistics, journalists visiting East Timor have presented a

generally optimistic picture of Timor's future. An honorable exception was American
journalist Rod Nordland who took the trouble to ask Timorese what they thought. He
found a different picture altogether (see TIS #36).

We offer the following information from East Timorese in the territory. The identities
of the sources are known to TIS but are not for publication.
WAR CONTINUES IN EAST TIMOR

1982 has been marked by a number of military events involving continued Indonesian
military operations and East Timorese attacks on Indonesian patrols and positions.

According to a senior priest, in late July 1982 two or three platoons of Indonesian
troops suffered heavy casualties at Lore on the south-east coast. (1)
An East Timorese reported that only the commander of an Indonesian force survived a
Fretilin attack on the Motatafara river near Suai in late June 1982.

(2)

This same Timorese said it was difficult to determine the size of Fretilin forces -

though they did occasionally attack in large numbers. He claimed over 200 East Timor
ese, including some women, were involved in an attack on Indonesian forces north of
Lacluta in March this year. They still had, he said, "a strong spirit of resistance".
An East Timorese in Australia recently received information that resistance.forces

attacked Indonesian troops in the town of Same on June 10.
in the battle.

Five Indonesians were killed

He was told that a number of attacks were launched in August in the

areas of Lospalos, Uatolari, UatoCarabou, Viqueque, Same and Bobonaro.

He also report

ed the arrest of the Camat (district head) of Same and a female school teacher named

Lucrecia, following the deaths of two Indonesian school teachers in the area. (3)
ARRESTS

ON GOOD FRIDAY

In Viqueque, on Good Friday 1982, a number of Fretilin leaders had come out of the
bush to attend religious ceremonies. They were detected and arrested. Among them was
an East Timorese who had formerly been a commander of East Timor forces working with
the Indonesian army: he had subsequently defected to the resistance. An East Timorese
reporting this said they were taken away by helicopter to Dili and then to Atauro.
He understood they had since been moved to Loes - the site of the Catholic Relief Serv

ices agricultural project - but were still being held under prison conditions. (Aug
ust 4 report.)

All reports from East Timor continue to mention Indonesian military operations - partic
ularly in the eastern region. As in the 1981 military operation, East Timorese are
obliged to participate in the patrols, though the numbers involved are not so great.
All sources claim that forced participation in patrols is still retarding food product
ion in the eastern region.
GUARD DUTY - BITTERNESS THE ONLY RESULT

There are increasing references to East Timorese discontent at being obliged to do

"guard duty".

At many points along all roads in East Timor, East Timorese are obliged

to stand guard for a week at a time and sound an alarm (gong) if resistance fighters

are spotted.
These guard posts are placed at very regular intervals. The 'guards'
are expected to provide their own shelter and food. They are punished if found sleep
ing or if they leave their post.

However, they are not very effective as far as the Indonesian army is concerned.
According to our sources, the guards seldom sound the alarm if Fretilin members appear.
(August 4 report; Priest report.)
-2-
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NEW POLITICAL PRISONS

IDENTIFIED

The island of Atauro continues to be used as a political prison despite the Indonesian
claims that it is for "temporarily displaced people".

All sources say that people continue to be shipped to Atauro - either because they are
Fretilin members or are under suspicion of supporting the resistance.

The East

Timorese (August 4) report claimed there were a number of people shipped from Laga
to Atauro during April, June and July. A more recent claim is that some 800 people
were shipped to Atauro during August and were simply dumped on the beach without food

or shelter being immediately available.

The source claimed that this group brought

the number of people shipped to Atauro up to 6,800.

(Phone conversation)

Aileu and Atabae have also been named as political prisons for former members of the
resistance. A letter from East Timor claimed that a lodging house in Baucau was a
detention centre while a prison camp without housing or water had been established at
Tacitolo outside Dili.
MAY ELECTIONS

A

(4)

FORCED RESULT

Very little detail on how the Indonesian elections were conducted in East Timor has

emerged - though the result (a 99.5% vote for the government-backed Golkar group)
strongly suggested manipulation.

An East Timorese reported that there were Fretilin attacks around Viqueque on May 4,
with the result that all voting stations in the area were moved into the city. A
letter from East Timor just after the election claimed that plans by Fretilin and the
population to disrupt the election were discovered: arrests were made and the disrupt
ion did not occur. The following quote from the letter, though light on detail, gives
one East Timorese reaction to the election;

"During these past three months (the Indonesians) conducted a campaign for their
political parties with propaganda of all sorts to force the people to take part
in the elections.
They even forced some Timorese to threaten their own brothers
to choose a party, especially the Golkar.
"It's a big humiliation for the Timorese people, who are now living in extreme
misery without even a cent for their survival, not to be able to choose either
of the other two parties.
Anybody who chooses the PDI party (Indonesian Demo
cratic Party) would end up in Comarca (prison) after the elections and in the
Santa Cruz cemetary if they chose PPP party (Islamic Party).
With all these
dangerous conditions the people had to do whatever the Indonesians wanted,
otherwise they would lose their heads.
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"By universal and international standards the people have no rights.

They didn't

want to vote for any of these parties in the Indonesian election, because these

are foreign organisations to the Timorese.

For a Timorese to participate in

Indonesian political issues such as these elections is the same as (Timorese)
participating in the elections of the United States or France. It is not practical

for the Timorese to do so. Only a stupid person would do such a thing. But the
power and the strength of the weapons with their terror forced the people to act."
(May 18 letter)
FOOD -

STILL A

PROBLEM

Food shortages continue to be a controversial issue in international debate.

East

Timorese still insist that areas of East Timor are still suffering food shortages particularly in the eastern region.
The most recent report comes from an East Timorese priest who has. described the food
situation in Baguia, Laga, Luro, Quelicai and Iliomar as "the worst I have ever seen".
He says lack of access to land - due to security measures - remains the most important
reason for the shortages in these areas. He claimed four out of eight main centres in

the district of Baguia are "immobilized". People wishing to go to farmlands are closely
scrutinized by the military and hence don't try to leave the centres. (Priest report)
All sources report high food costs. An East Timorese reported that there was plenty of
corn in stores at Dili - but priced beyond the means of many.
He claimed to have

purchased corn in Dili at $35 a sack - and much of that was rotten. The fact that
people are seen searching in the countryside for sago trees is cited as proof of diffi
cult food conditions - sago is- a food of 'last resort1 in East Timor. (August 4 report)
THE CHURCH -

MONSIGNOR LOPES STRONGLY SUPPORTED

Despite Jakarta's attempts to discredit the head of the Dili Church, the monsignor is
still very popular and strongly supported in East Timor by the clergy and the population
The clergy remain the target of denigration by Jakarta (see Anin Maka Hu'u on p. 5
)
and clearly present an obstacle to integration processes.
As one East Timorese put it:
"The priests are almost all disliked by the Indonesians. According to the Indo
nesians, they refuse to cooperate in the redevelopment of the nation.
They
don't want to look to the future - only to the past.
But according to the
Timorese it is because the priests want to be faithful to the people.
"The people have not had a real chance to decide for themselves and the priests
want to walk with the people. As long as the people have not been given the
chance to choose freely and responsibly they will not support integration,
because it is not the will of the people."
(August 4 report)
TIMORESE ATTITUDES

TO

INTEGRATION

"We receive no assistance from the Government. We are only becoming messenger
boys.
We are ordered to go here and do that, to prepare for this official, to .
gather and dance for this foreign visitor's arrival, to prepare for a feast, to
go and find toak for drinking, or meat....just messengers going everywhere to
do what they are ordered to do by the army."

(August 4 report)
Much of the material coming from Timor is marked by dismay, and deep bitterness at what
has happened to the East Timorese. The experience of East Timorese under Indonesian
military occupation ensures that it will be a long time before the people will be
"reconciled". The following quotes speak for themselves:
"I speak to people everywhere and they are not happy with what integration has
done. This includes even the poor village people as well as many of the top
government administrative officials. With the exception of 10-15 of them, the
leaders are not happy even though they now have lots of money and material

comforts.

-4^
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'Whispers in the wi-nd'

out the following day during a hearing on

WHO ARE THE DECEIVERS ?

Kampuchea.

Whitlam's slanderous remarks about Monsignor Lopes have been used by Jakarta
internationally to discredit the head of

The very same State Department man was

the Dili Church.

ort from the Philadelphia Inquirer. "Who
wrote that report?" asked the chairman.

This has also been

attempted on the ground in East Timor.

supporting his arguments by citing a rep

"Rod Nordland," was the reluctant reply.
After Whitlam1s visit, says an East Tim
orese informant, the local military comm
ander called in all East Timorese tradit

ional leaders (liurais) and handed them
a document written in various Timorese

dialects. The document claimed that Mgr
Lopes was old, tired and uninformed and
that he should be replaced. Other priests
were denigrated.
The liurais were ordered to return to

their districts and convey the contents of
the document to the population, urging
them to reject leadership from the priests
of the territory.
One liurai said to our informant:

Who is

going to tell the people that the priests
are deceiving them? I don't think there
will be anyone who wants to do that." Our
informant observed that the Timorese still

believe in their priests and anyone who
says they are deceivers will himself be
called a deceiver.

The liurais did not

convey the contents of the document to
the population.

FOUND

OUT

When Australian supporters of East Timor

heard a whisper from New York that Gough
Whitlam was seeking to address the United
Nations on East Timor, they suggested to
newsmedia that they pursue the story.
It seems that Mr Whitlam may have wished
to keep his plan a secret. When a journ
alist contacted Mr Whitlam to check the

story, Whitlam was reportedly furious.
He refused to confirm or deny the claim.

NO COMMENT

Press coverage of President Suharto!s
visit to Washington was dominated by the
Timor issue. At a press briefing after

the Reagan/Suharto talks, the State Dep
artment official complained that journal
ists were asking too many questions about
East Timor. He refused to answer questions
on whether Reagan had raised the issue.

U.S. Government sources will privately
admit that Rod Nordland's Philadelphia
Inquirer article on food shortages and
repression in East Timor is essentially

He was not the only person in Washington
keeping quiet. When Suharto emerged from
ReaganTs study, journalists shouted
questions at him such as - "What about
human rights violations in Timor?" In the
words of our Washington source: "No com

accurate (see TIS #36). In fact, they

ment of course - but he heard it."

CREDIBLE - WHEN

IT SUITS

believe Nordland's claim of 1,000 East
Timorese casualties during the 1981 Indon
esian military offensive is probably an
under-estimate.

Some describe the combin-*

ation of military campaigns and starvation

as "genocide".

MOYNIHAN CONVERSION

Daniel P. Moynihan was U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations at the time of the Indon

esian invasion of East Timor. In his memoirs,

Moynihan boasted of his role in blocking

Publically, it's a different matter. During

effective U.N. action against Indonesia:

a U.S. Congressional hearing in Washington
on September 14, the State Department did
its best to play-down the significance of

"The (U.S.) State Department", he wrote,

Nordland's article - but they were caught

erly ineffective in whatever measures it

"desired that the United Nations prove utt^-
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undertook. The task was given to me, and I
carried it forward with no inconsiderable
success."
However it seems that the former Jesuit has

secure East Timorese self-determination,
In 1982 Moynihan has put his name to calls
for Senate hearings on East Timor and is
likely to support a resolution in the
Senate calling on the administration to

had a change of heart. In September 1981,
Senator Moynihan said he agreed with U.N.

urge Jakarta to pull its troops out of
Timor,

and Portuguese government attempts to
(... continued from page 4)

"The government says there has been much progress in the past five years but
the people are not happy to hear this. Even the ordinary people can see that :

so many are suffering because of the war and they want a stop to the suffering.

"The Timorese civil leaders stand like statues unable to do anything or say
anything against what the Indonesian military are doing. It is the military

who organise everything."

(Priest report)

(On development programmes):

"The government is building houses and roads and schools, but up till now the
people cannot feel that this is helping them. It makes them feel they are more
oppressed, because there is no food and they cannot grow it. There are no medical
supplies in their rural clinics. They are often forced to do voluntary work in

building houses for government officials or roads when they are hungry and get
no wage return for their work.

"They do not feel that they are consulted as to what should be done for their

area.

For example, the government built houses for the people on a salt plain

in Seical. It was too hot and there were too many mosquitos so that no one had
ever lived there. The Indonesians were angry when people refused to live there

after the houses had been built."

(Priest report)

The May 18 letter carried strong reactions to the Indonesian claims:

"Many Fretilin people who had surrendered were all massacred: troops, pregnant
women, innocent children, old people, etc.

world the height of their savagery

The Indonesians demonstrated to the

Indonesian leaders talk a lot about the

'democratic theory' but in reality they and their Mr. Suharto use the 'democratic'
Panca Sila as toilet paper."

"The people of Timor will never want to be a colony, especially in this modern
world where there is so much talk of decolonisation, freedom and self-determin
ation of people
The Indonesians pretend that the people are satisfied with
them and with the integration, but the truth is that a lot of discontent is borne
m

the people's hearts."

SOURCES:

1. Written report, August 1982. (Priest is not Monsignor Lopes).
2. Written report dated 4 August 1982.
3. Phone conversation with East Timorese in Australia, 16 October 1982.
4. Letter from East Timorese in Timor dated 18 may 1982.

AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY RENEWS EAST TIMOR POLICY
The July national conference of the Australian Labor Party adopted a thorough
revision and updating of its policy on East Timor.
The new policy states:
The ALP recognises the inalienable right of the East Timorese to selfdetermination and independence and condemns and rejects the Australian
Government's recognition of the Indonesian annexation of East Timor.
The ALP opposes all defence aid to Indonesia until there is a complete
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

withdrawal of Indonesian occupation forces from East Timor.
Aid to East
Timor should benefit the East Timorese but should not support Indonesian
Government integration processes or military strategy.

The ALP supports the principle of free migration of East Timorese,
including refugees, and believes Australia has an obligation and ability
to assist East Timorese to come to Australia.

The ALP will seek out and make publicly available information on all
aspects of the East Timor issue.

The ALP opposes the operations of Australian companies in East Timor until
self-determination has been achieved.

The ALP will continue to support United Nations resolutions which promote
the rights of East Timorese.

The policy also contains some specific proposals on family reunions and the
dissemination of information. For example, the party undertakes to press for Aust
ralian media access to East Timor, and to seek access for an Australian parliament

ary delegation. ALP policy broadens the family reunion categories to include the
parents and families of isolated children in Australia, and urges the Australian
government to work for the exit of all East Timorese who wish to come to Australia.
In government, the ALP would refuse visas to Indonesian military and government
officials until all 600 people on the agreed list have come to Australia.

Overall, this represents a strengthening of the ALP policy on East Timor, though the
1979 policy decision to reverse the Fraser government's recognition of the integration
has been dropped.
WILL THE POLICY BE IMPLEMENTED ?

Activists within the ALP have attempted to move the Party to act on sections of its

policy while still in opposition. The Party's response, at Federal level, to the
Government's refusal to grant Jose Ramos-Horta a visa, was less than impressive. A
couple of questions were asked in the House and a couple of MP's quizzed government
Ministers - but no formal moves were made in the Senate to call for a reversal of the
decision.

The ALP is the only parliamentary party with a specific policy on East Timor and, des

pite the ALP Government's record under Whitlam, there remain strong sympathies within
the party for East Timor. However, ALP members have pointed out that policies which
pass through national conferences without serious debate (as in 1982) are always in
danger of being emasculated should the party gain office . Add to this the private
admissions from influential ALP people that the policy is unlikely to be fully imple
mented - and one has to conclude that Timor supporters within the ALP still have some
hard work ahead of them.

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TEAM VISITS EAST TIMOR
The pro-integrationist Indonesian Council of Churches (DGI) will be stunned by a
critical statement issued by a World Council of Churches team which visited East
Timor in June this year.
The six-member team visited East Timor from June 3-6 in the company of Dr P.D.

Latuihamallo, the General Chairman of the DGI.

They were Mrs Jenny Borden (Christian

Aid - U.K.), Dr Helmut Gundert (Brot fur die Welt), Rev. R.L. Turnipseed and Ms Nancy
Robinson (both Church World Service), Dr B. Abels (ICCO - Holland) and Dr Ky Seo Park

(from the W.C.C.'s Commission of InterChurch Aid, Refugees and World Service - CICARWS)
The team went to East Timor

to examine WCC-funded aid and rehabilitation

programmes coordinated under the name of "Karya Kasih".

Consequently, the members

-7-
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visited only the immediate surrounds of Dili and spent one day travelling by road to
Baucau and back.

The team's short, carefully worded statement is a bombshell:

"From our visit and limited discussions" said the team, "it was clear that a
large number of people have been resettled and there are still many malnour

ished children.

Everywhere we went, people named food and housing as their

major problems."
The report continued:

"We realize it is difficult for Indonesia which has taken over a country ruled
by the Portuguese for 400 years to reconcile the population. In this regard,
we were briefed about the dual role of the military in keeping security and
administering and developing the area.
It is our impression, however, that the
situation requires political and social solutions rather than principally
military ones."
RESETTLEMENT CRITICISED

"We visited a number of villages and saw others on our journey to Baucau and

noted the number of new settlements.

Through several conversations, our impress

ion is that many people would like to return to their traditional homes and land

in the hills.

It may well be that increased food production would result from

their returning to their traditional land.

"In view of* the lack of capital, infrastructure and trained personnel, the
problems of development should not be minimized. It is our impression that
a relaxation in travel within the province and the country would facilitate
development, "inter-change of ideas" and enhance the sense of unity within
the nation. We also feel that it would be in the interests of the Indonesian
government to allow freer access for foreign visitors."
DGI ROLE QUESTIONED

In direct contrast to the public pro-government position of the DGI, the WCC team
suggested that the main role of the DGI should be to make known the views of the

East Timorese - implying that the close DGI-government relationship has so far pre
vented this:

"On the one hand, the Protestant churches related to the DGI have a close and

good relation with the government leaders and many of these leaders are members

of the Protestant churches and support the efforts to assist the people. On the
other hand, this places a very heavy responsibility upon the churches to repre
sent the interest of the people in their relationships with the government.
This will undoubtedly mean the churches must at times be critical of government
policy. Inevitably there will be differences of opinion between the Timorese
and other Indonesians and the church has an essential role in helping to make
known the views of the Timorese, and facilitating communication and reconcili
ation.

It is this particular role which appears to us to be the most needed role

for the DGI at this time."

A travel report written by one of the team members fleshed out the detail of the trip.
According to the writer, they were greeted at the airport by the Secretary of the
Province (who is an Indonesian military man) and treated to a 90-minute lecture ("with

many statistics"). The writer noted somewhat incredulously the Indonesian's proud
claim that "East Timor people are living in paradise. They are not asked to pay any
taxes.

Water, electricity, watching of colour TV are free."

The official team statement had mentioned that a "careful programme" had been prepared
for them and that they "were accompanied throughout". The travel report records that
during their trip to Baucau they were accompanied by "fifteen security officers,

'courtesy protocol' and government officials".

On arrival in Baucau they were met by

the "military commander and pcblice directors".
MONSIGNOR LOPES SPEAKS OUT

According to the travel report, the team visited the head of the Catholic Church,
-8- http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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Monsignor da Costa Lopez, and this visit, said the writer, "was the highlight" of the
East Timor trip.

Monsignor Lopes "did not hesitate to speak out in front of the security officers and

he dared simply to criticise the negative aspects of the Indonesian Government policy"
said the writer. Mgr Lopes told the team that "the East Timorese problem is not a
military problem but a political and humanitarian problem and, therefore, it cannot be
solved by pistols."

In an obvious reference to the claims of Gough Whitlam and others that Mgr Lopes was
'pining for the Portuguese', the Dili Church leader said there were negative aspects of
Portuguese colonialism but that East Timorese had more freedom under Portugal and
freedom was "more important than daily bread".

Mgr Lopes also told the WCC team of poor cooperation between the Catholic Church and

the DGI, "moral problems" between young soldiers and young women in the villages, and
Indonesian government restrictions on people seeking to leave East Timor.
THE ROLE OF THE CHURCHES

Mgr Lopes told the team that Church activity should be "observed by the people as rep
resenting the people's needs."

The travel report author reflected on this as he noted

that the active elders, treasurer and active deacons at the Sunday Protestant worship
they attended were the same security officers and government officials they had already
met:

"Here would be a question" said the writer.

"If the mission of the church is

somehow identified with the government policy, where can we see the prophetic
role of the church ?"
*********

The WCC team did not make a comprehensive survey of East Timor - yet even in the two
main population centres, the team was able to identify problems that East Timorese
continue to report. One is immediately struck by the differences between the WCC
report and that of Gough Whitlam who spent the same amount of time in East Timor
exactly three months earlier.

The report is certain to renew the continuing but largely unpublicised debate within
the World Council of Churches over whether it should support DGI programmes in East
Timor.

That debate has already seen significant groups such as the Australian and

Dutch Councils decide not to fund DGI programmes. The report will certainly strengthen
the case of those DGI members who oppose closely identifying with government policy on
East Timor.

U.S. CONGRESS STEPS UP TIMOR ACTIVITY
Indonesian President Suharto's visit to Washington on October 13-14 was met by strong
Congressional concern about conditions in East Timor.

Suharto, making his first US visit since Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975, was
hoping for a renewed American military aid agreement with Indonesia. His warm
welcome from President Reagan was at odds with a statement of concern from both

Democrat and Republican congress members released a few days earlier.

The 18

senators and 66 representatives had called on Reagan to inform Suharto of their

concern at the food and security situation in East Timor, "including the broad
question of human rights" there. From subsequent press reports, it appears that
Reagan ignored this call, and in fact took great pains to publicly praise Indonesia's
regard for independence and self-determination.

This bipartisan move capped six months of congressional activity on East Timor which
began with concurrent House and Senate resolutions asking Reagan to press Indonesia
on four points:
-9DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com
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1) access to East Timor for international aid agencies to conduct full-time relief
programmes;

2)

access to East Timor for international press and human rights organisations;

3)

cooperation in the family reunion programme;

4) negotiations on Indonesian troop withdrawals and conduct of an act of selfdetermination.

The resolution, launched by Senator Paul Tsongas and Representative Tony Hall, has

gained 66 co-sponsors so far.

A similar range of requests was addressed to Secretary

of State George Schultz. The publication on May 28th of Rod Nordland's account of
famine and disease in East Timor (see TIS 36 p.2 ) boosted their case.
CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS

In August, senators headed by Dave Durenberger asked the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee to conduct an inquiry "in order to determine as accurately as possible the
actual situation in East Timor" covering the food situation, armed resistance, pros
pects for a settlement of the conflict and whether US-supplied weapons might have been
used by Indonesia in the course of its occupation of the territory.
The House Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Affairs did hold a hearing on East Timor

on September 14th. The Subcommittee was told of Amnesty International's conclusion:
Indonesia conducted "an occupation of extraordinary brutality in which a whole range

of fundamental rights (freedoms of expression, association, assembly and movement)
have been denied the population."
Amnesty representative Michael Williams said
Indonesia had so effectively stifled attempts to investigate human rights violations
that it was impossible to tell whether there had been any improvement in the past
twelve months. Congressman Hall urged the Subcommittee to get a briefing from the
Central Intelligence Agency on current conditions in East Timor, while Senator Tsongas
directed the Subcommittee's attention to consistent reports of Indonesian intimidation
of East Timorese who speak out.
STATE

DEPARTMENT TROTS OUT OLD LINE

Ever since former U.S. Ambassador Masters gave testimony to a congressional hearing
in December 1979, the standard Administration line has been that conditions are diffi

cult but improving. Assistant Secretary of State Holdridge (who has since been named
U.S. Ambassador to Jakarta) continued this line at the September 14 hearing.
He did concede, however, that Fretilin resistance "continues to result in some

Indonesian casualties"; there were unconfirmed reports of an upsurge in Fretilin
attacks; people on Atauro were "detained" there (Jakarta calls them 'temporarily
displaced persons'). He also restated the U.S. Administration's position that a valid
act of self-determination had not taken place in East Timor.

Congressional and media concern with East Timor in the United States continues to grow.
While there are few signs that a major policy change in Washington is imminent, this
growing concern is a tribute to the ongoing hard work of American activists in New York
and Washington.
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