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IN THIS

ISSUE:

Jakarta's attempts to get the issue of East Timor off the United Nations agenda and therefore, it hoped, out of the international limelight - reached fever pitch
this year. Advice from its allies to take the sting out of international criticism

of the takeover by promoting "economic development" in East Timor has been accepted
by the Indonesian government. Tin-roofed houses in resettlement villages, hastily
paved roads and a couple of agricultural projects have been trotted out as proof of

Jakarta's dedication to the well-being of the East Timorese.

Most Western visitors -

from Gough Whitlam and Peter Hastings in March to the editors of the Australian

Financial Review and the West Australian in early December - have obliged Jakarta by
reporting favourably on Indonesian programmes. The reports of these three-day
tourists remain light-years away from what East Timorese say is happening in their
country.

By a very narrow margin, East Timor remains on the agenda at the United Nations. The

work to have it removed in 1983 has already begun so we devote this issue to recording
the voting pattern at the UN in 1982, and to publishing accounts of life under Indon
esian occupation by East Timorese themselves.

These are essential tools for activities

towards keeping East Timor under international scrutiny.

UNITED NATIONS: EAST TIMOR RESOLUTION SURVIVES
The 1982 United Nations resolution on East Timor was passed by a very narrow majority.
The vote climaxed a month of hectic lobbying and suggests that early moves will be made
by Indonesia and its allies (notably Australia) to get it off the UN agenda in 1983.

The lead-up to the vote was extraordinary. For the first time since 1975, Portugal
began to play a major role in the lobbying and co-sponsored the resolution. Gough
Whitlam, now well established as one of the few individuals in the world to publically
defend the integration, lectured the UN's Decolonisation Committee for some four hours.

The Indonesian government has always actively lobbied at the UN, but this year it
reportedly had thirty people on the job.
When, on November 15, the Decolonisation Committee voted 48-42 for the draft resolution

Indonesia expressed confidence that the item would be voted off the agenda by the
General Assembly, and intensified its lobbying. Prompted by Whitlam, the Australian
government also began to actively lobby Pacific countries to vote against the motion.
In Australia, about 22 trade unions and non-government agencies (including ACFOA, the
Human Rights Council of Australia, the Australian Union of Students and Community Aid
Abroad) telexed the Secretary-General of the United Nations urging that the issue remain
on the agenda. Although normally reluctant to make public statements, the Timorese
community in Melbourne, through its Association, made similar approaches to the UN and
to the Australian press.

In the event, the vote at the General Assembly was 50 for the resolution and 46 against
with 50 countries abstaining, while ten were absent. The impact of last-minute inter
vention by the Australian organisations is unclear, but the Australian mission at the

UN is claiming credit for swinging the votes of Fiji, the Solomons and (believe it or
not) Guatamala to the 'no' position.

The 1982 resolution appears to be much softer than previous years' - though it does
call on the UN Secretary-General to "initiate consultation with all parties...to explore
avenues for achieving a comprehensive settlement of the problem".
Successive UN resolutions

since 1975 have done little more than keep the East Timor

issue in the international spotlight.

However, that spotlight has softened Indonesian
behaviour in East Timor, to some extent. Dropping the issue from the agenda would
further isolate the East Timorese. For that reason alone, work to keep the issue on
the UN agenda remains very important.
„_
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Too close for comfort

?

United Nations Decolonisation Committee, November 1982. Fretilin representative
Jose Ramos-Horta (left)

and Gough Whitlam.

At back: Senator Gordon Mcintosh

(ALP, W.A.) and Roger Clark, Professor of Law, Rutgers University, New Jersey.

1982 UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTI ON
The General Assembly,

Recognising the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determination and

independence in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
contained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 DEcember 1960, and other relevant United
Nations resolutions,

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the

Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to East Timor, and other
relevant documents.

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the question of East Timor,
Taking note of resolution 1982/20 adopted by the Sub-commission on Prevention of

Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on 8 September 1982,
Having heard the statement of the representative of Portugal as the administering
power,

Having heard the statement of the representative of Indonesia,

Having heard the statements of the representative of the Frente Revolucionaria
de Timor Leste Independente and of various petitioners, as well as of the represent
atives of non-governmental organisations.

Bearing in mind that Portugal, the administering power, has stated its full and
solemn commitment to uphold the right of the people of East Timor to self-determin

ation and independence,
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Bearing in mind also its resolutions 3485 (XXX) of 12 December 1975, 31/53 of
1 December 1976, 32/34 of 28 November 1977, 33/39 of 13 December 1978, 34/40 of
21 November 1979, 35/27 of 11 November 1980 and 36/50 of 24 November 1981,

Concerned at the humanitarian situation prevailing in the Territory and believing
that all efforts should be made by tbe international community to improve the living
conditions of the people of East Timor and to guarantee to those people the effective
enjoyment of their fundamental human rights,

1> Requests the Secretary-General to initiate consultations with all parties
directly concerned, with a view to exploring avenues for achieving a comprehensive
settlement of the problem, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its
thirty-eighth session;

2. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples to keep the situation in the Territory under active consideration

and to render all assistance to the Secretary-General with a view to facilitating the
implementation of the present resolution;

3. Calls upon all specialized agencies and other organisations of the United
Nations system in particular the World Food Programme, the United Nations Children's

Fund and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, immediately
to assist, within their respective fields of competence, the people of East Timor, in
close consultation with Portugal, as the administering power;

4.

Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirty-.eighth session

the item entitled "Question of East Timor".

Vote on East Timor

The draft on East Timor (document A/37/62 3) was adopted by a recorded vote of

50 in favour to 46 against, with 50 abstentions, as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Barbados, Belize, Benin,
Brazil, Burundi, Byelorussia, Cape Verde, China, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Democratic
Yemen, Ethiopia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Iceland, Ireland,

Kenya, Lao People's Democratic
Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua,
Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Togo,
Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu,

Republic, Lesotho, Madegascar, Malawi,Mali, Mauritius,
Portugal, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles,
Trinided and Tobago, Uganda, Ukraine, USSR, United
Vietnam, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: Antigua and Barouda, Argentina, Australia, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Canada,
Chad, Chile, Democratic Kampuchea, Egypt, El Salvador, Fiji, Gambia, Guatamala,
Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Liberia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Morocco, New Zealand, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,

Philippines, Qatar, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sudan,
Surinam, Syria, "Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United States,
Uruguay, Yemen.

Abstaining: Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Burma, Central
African Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominica, Domini
can Republic, Ecuador, Finland, France, Gabon, Federal Republic of Germany, Guinea,
Haiti, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Mauritan
ia, Nepal, Netherlands, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Peru, Poland, Romania, Samoa,
Senegal, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, United Kingdom, United Republic of
Cameroon,Upper Volta, Venezuala, Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Absent:

Bulgaria, Comoros, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, German Democratic Repub

lic, Iran, Libya, Malta, Mongolia, Saint Vincent.
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EAST TIMOR REFUGEE INTERVIEWED
The following item consists of extensive excerpts from an interview published by the
London-based publication Tapol (no. 54, November 1982).

Carlos Afonso, a Timorese refugee in Perth, Australia, left Jakarta for Australia in March this year. Before his departure, he
was ona training course in Malang, East Java. From 1975 till 1980 helived inIndonesian-occupied Dili. Inaninterview with
Carmel Budiardjo of TAPOL, given in Perth on 18th September, he describes some of his experiences. The interview took
place in Indonesian.

What happened to you up to the time of the Indonesian

after 10 or 20 meters because they had lost so much blood.

invasion?

Some of those who fell died there in the street. As far as I
know, only 3 or 4 out of the 50 men are still alive.

I was born in Dili on 24th February 1957. I attended a
Catholic primary school in Maliana, then a middle school in

I managed to reach the hospital and stayed there because
of my wound. There were many people there. Afterwards I
asked an ambulance man how many had died on the spot
where we were shot, near the police barracks. He said 29, not
counting the ones who had fallen or died as they fled.
On 11th December, the troops attacked the hospital. We
were all ordered out, all the sick people there. We were taken
out of the premises, and I was together with a friend from

Dili. Before 1 graduated from upper middle school,, the 25th
April 1974 event occurred in Lisbon and my education was

interrupted. Though I was still at school, mysympathies were
with Fretilin' so I became involved with them. Then in
August 1975, the clash took place between UDT and Fretilin.

The UDT attacked Fretilin on 11th August, and on 20th
August, Fretilin counter-attacked. UDT was defeated and

went to the border; they were chased by Fretilin and

Cape Verde in Africa. As we came near Balide Church, this

withdrew to West Timor.

friend and another man were dragged off by the soldiers. We
kept going; we had been told to go into the town. After

I went with Fretilin to Balibo and Batugade. I saw with my
own eyes Indonesian troops attacking from the west. I saw
their ships. That was in Batugade. I was not on the front line.
I was asked to take the films that had been shot by those
(Australian) journalists, so I went back to Dili. Dili was under

walking on a few meters, we heard shots. These two friends
had been shot dead.

They just killed-people at random, and stole their things.
They plundered shops, homes, everwhere. In those days it
was dangerous to wear a watch. A soldier, seeing it, would

Fretilin control. Then I was sent to Same. I returned to Dili in

December and should have left again for Same but just as I
was about to leave, the Indonesians attacked Dili. At 6 on the

"They plundered shops, homes everywhere. In those

Saturday evening, 6th December, the ships attacked, at
Comoro. We could see the cannon fire from the ships, and
troops were already landing. Then at five the next morning,
soldiers began landing by parachute. The first to land were
red-berets, the RPKAD.2 Many people ran into the churches

days, it was dangerous to wear a watch. . ."

come and ask for it at pistol point; we simplyhad to giveit up.
One day. they came to our house and took everything. Many
people were murdered, some on the wharf; many of those

or fled to the mountains. I was still at home and I couldn't run

killed were Chinese.

away bcause there were troops already next door. They asked
me which party I was from, so I said Apodeti. I was afraid.
They asked me where the Fretilin troops were, and I told
them I didn't know. I those days. I couldn't speak
Indonesian, and I could hardly speak any English.

I remained in Dili, then in 1977I got work. Many couldn't
find work. A friend offered me a job as a clerk at the

Regional Assembly (DPRD)3. Until then I didn't have any
work.....

Because of my work, I saw and heard about many things,
murders, rapes, crimes, everything. People came to the

Then I tried to escape to the mountains but when I

DPRD to complain, and all of us working at the DPRD heard

reached Balide, Indonesian troops were blocking the road.
By then it was about 10am and there was no way for me to

everything, but there was nothing we could do.

leave, so I had to remain in Dili.

How were the DPRD members chosen? Were there any

At about 12 noon, the green-berets began to land, as I
recall from battalions 501 and 502. They advanced to where I
was. They ordered us all out of our homes, to gather in the
street. We were taken to an open space, women, children, old
people, and men including me. There was a (Portuguese)
military police barracks nearby but the Indonesians were

elections?

No, no elections. This is how it happened. Anyone
nominated would have to be screened by the first assistant

(intelligence officer)4. His past would be checked; if he was
from Fretilin or UDT, he couldn't become a member. Most

Then they ordered us to gather together again; we didn't
know why. There were about fifty of us then, all men, just
picked up at random. All able-bodied men. In the middle,

of the candidates were proposed by Apodeti people, then
they would be chosen by Indonesian officers. Fretilin people
are generally much cleverer than Apodeti people who are
mostly very ignorant, but they were always the ones who were
chosen. It's much easier to treat them as puppets.

". . .they started spraying us with bullets."

Were you ever arrested?

afraid to enter so they ordered us in and told us to bring out
the weapons and ammunition.

Yes, it was in 1977, after I had started working. The
Indonesians had spies so we couldn't do anything when
people came with complaints. And we could be arrested.

one of their men, an Indonesian soldier was lying dead. Then
the soldiers, there were three of them, started spraying us
with bullets. Many died on the spot, some managed to run
off, falling as they fled because they had been hit. 1 was one of
these. I had been hit in the hand and it was bleeding, so when
I fell I covered my head with blood to make it look as though
I was dead. When they came to check up, they thought I was
dead. Then they left, and we got up and ran away. There
were about ten of us who ran off but some fell on the way

Were the spies Timorese?
Yes, Apodeti people. When I was summoned, I realised
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someone in the office had spoken about me, an agent. I was
accused of hiding weapons at home. I was interrogated.
"We've been told you have weapons and that you're in
contact with people in the mountains." I told them it wasn't
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true. My hands and feet were tied together and I was stripped
naked. They gave me electric shocks, held a pistol at my head
and threatened me with a knife. Everyone who gets arrested
is beaten. Many of my friends were treated like this. Anyone

who gets arrested tells the same stories when they come out.
I was beaten, then they put me into something called a

". . .they put me in a safe, so tiny I couldn't stand up
or He down. I breathed through a small hole."
'jackpot' during Portuguese times.
Was that place formerly the Casino?

Yes. The place where they put me was a safe, only one
meter high and one meter wide. A tiny place, and I could
hardly breathe. And they put water in it. This was where I
was told to sleep.
How long were you inside?

Three days and three nights. I only came out when they
wanted to interrogate me. The safe was made of cement.

there are people under arrest at the Kodims, Koramils,
komseks, and also in Comarca. People who believe a member
of their family has been arrested have difficulty knowing
where to go. there arc so many prisons or places of detention.
All those organisations do just as they like, and then there are
the first assistants (intelligence) everywhere, in Dili and
everywhere else.
Say. we need to go to Koramil or Komsek to ask for
papers; we'll certainly see prisoners there. East Timor is a
small place, and we know when someone is arrested, where
they're from.
Not only in Dili, but in Baucau, and other places, too?
Yes, everywhere. In Dili, they have to be a bit cautious,
but in the kabupatens or the kecamatans they feel safer to do
what they like. If they want to kill, they just kill; no-one can
find out.

How do things compare now with Portuguese times? The
Indonesians say there was no development under Portugal but
there is now.

Yes, they have built some roads. But you can't exchange
development for people. People who disappeared have

How did you breathe?

There was a small hole, so I breathed through that. I
couldn't stand or lie down so I folded my legs like this. That's
how I slept, for three days and nights. I was interrogated by a
man called Nursaiam, the one who had arrested me. I was

given food once a day. My things were covered with blood.

While I was there, my father looked for help to get me out.
He knew the vice-governor, Lopez. He also spoke to an
Indonesian working there, but this fellow wanted money to
get me out. Then I was released. Anyone who gets arrested
can easily get out if they have money, regardless of whether
you've committed a crime or not. If you don't have money

you can stay there for a year, even if you're innocent.
What was the place where you were being held?
The RPKAD office.

Have any political prisoners been tried?

No, none. There haven't been any public trials which the
public can attend. The only trials are those at the places of
detention, during interrogation. Other people are not tried
either. People held on criminal charges, members of the
Army as well as non-Indonesians. These cases should be
settled in court, but no-one is ever brought to court.

"The only trials are at places of detention, during
interrogation."

". . .you can't exchange development for people."
disappeared for good. The Indonesians need to do some
development so as to show it to people from other countries.
But the Timorese don't like the Indonesians, they want their
freedom.

What about schools and hospitals?

As I said just now, houses are being built but not for
Timorese. The people in these houses are from outside. The
roads have been asphalted but in great haste. Things like that
should be done with care, by people who know how. But they
did it anyhow, just to be able to say that all roads in Dili have
been asphalted.
In the schools, all the teaching is in Indonesian. It's only
up to lower middle school. And that's only in the towns, not
in the mountains. If you want to go to SMA (upper middle
school), you have to go to Java, and that's difficult. Even
children have to be screened by intelligence. They want to
know who your parents are. If they're from Apodeti, then
everything's alright.
How did you manage to go to Malang?
I took a test. If you know a lot of people, you can manage
it. I wanted to do an agricultural training course, and the

agriculture department was next to our office so I had friends
there. I went to Java alone first. When I was there, I went to

Are there are any lawyers in Timor?
Yes, but Javanese, not Timorese.

the Australian embassy to get my papers to leave because I

What work do they do? Do they help the prisoners in any way?
No, not at all. That's all in ABRI's hands. Civilians can't

home and got married, then returned to Java. My real
purpose was to get out, but it's very difficult to do that so I
entered a course in Malang. I was there for a year.

do anything. It's just the same at the DPRD. When people
come with complaints, all the DRRD can say is: it's all

have relatives in Australia. When that was done, I returned

We can't do a thing. Everything's in ABRI's hands. We have

You must have mixed with many Indonesians then. What is
your impression? Do they understand anything about the

to remain silent.

situation in Timor?

because of the situasi and kondisi. Sitkon. That's the term.

What about places of detention outside Dili. Are there many of
them?

People who surrender, who come down from the
mountains, are usually arrested. People in the towns are also
often arrested. Nobody knows who has the power to arrest.
The best-known place is Comarca. But elsewhere there are
detention places; lots of people have powers to arrest. If the

police want to arrest someone for political reasons, the
person is arrested by Komsek who do just whatever they like.
The arrested person may have to work for the policeman or
may be handed over to military intelligence. And other
military units arrest people, like Koramil, or Kodim. So,

Some know that things are very bad. I always told them
everything. People often asked me how things were, what had
happened, what the war was like, how about integration with
Indonesia, and so on. So I told them what happened, and how
things had come to such a pass as now.
Did you talk about this quite openly? Wouldn't this have been
risky?

I always spoke openly. Nothing's happened up till now. I
spoke mostly to people from outside Java, but I also had
Javanese friends.
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You mentioned in a previous conversation that you met
Francisco Xavier do Amaral. Could you tell me about that?

Did you find any difference in their attitudes?
Well, the people from outside Java understand our

. It was when I was passing through Bali, in 1980. I had to

situation much better. Perhaps it's because they feel
colonised, like us. The Javanese aren't being colonised by
anyone so they don't understand what it's like.

go to the Commander's place. If a Timorese wants to go back
to Dili and can't get a seat on the plane, we can go to the
Commander's place, speak to his aide who then phones the
airport for a seat. It was there that I saw Francisco Xavier do
Amaral, the former President of Fretilin. I spoke to him but
he didn't recognise me. I saw him there, at the back of the
Commander's home, in short pants. Being formerly a
sympathiser of Fretilin, I felt terrible seeing him like that. I
asked him: how are things with you? Alright, he said. You
can see for yourself how things are with me. Then I told him
who I was. He had forgotten me. He and my father were

What is the attitude of Javanese towards Timorese?

The Javanese in Timor have feelings of superiority;
They're arrogant because they are Javanese and we are
Timorese. They always feel superior. There was a Javanese in

my office, and he regarded Timorese as stupid. He always
considered himself more knowledgeable.
Why do you think that is?

friends formerly, they worked in the same office as customs

Well, in my opinion, they think they're from a civilised

officials. He had once visited our home.

place (yang maju) whereas we're of no use. They regard

Then we had a chat, and he asked me when I would be

themselves as the people on top. This makes Timorese feel:
ach, we're still being colonised. Timorese always make the
comparison between the colonisers and the colonised. And
we feel we're being colonised by the Javanese.

going back to Dili. I felt awful, to see him there working as a
coolie for the Commander. He looks after the Commander's

horse, washes it, feeds it. He's a prisoner although he's not in

a prison. In Timor there are many people like that. Living in
officers' homes and working for them. Washing their .cars,
carrying water, anything. Alarico Fernandez is in just the
same position. Then there was Leopold, also Fretilin. He

Was it like that in Portuguese times?

Yes, before 25th April, 1974. There was no freedom of

speech and we were afraid. But in those days many people in

surrendered. The Indonesians made a lot of propaganda

the mountains didn't know who the colonisers were. Then the

about his surrender. He went back home, and lived with his
wife for some time, but then he was murdered, he

parties began to organise, they got to know. I've seen for
"We feel we're being colonised by the Javanese.'"

myself how the people in the mountains has their eyes opened
up. They knew so much more about politics. Very steady
{mantap), far more so than the people in Dili. All of them
who came down were so steady.

disappeared.
About those who are still alive, there is an expression:
'masih dipakaC, or 'there's still a use for them'. That's the
expression about people who've come down from the
mountains who are still alive.
Footnotes

1. Fretilin: Revolutionary Front for an Independent East Timor.
UDT: Timor DemocraticJUnion.

Why was that?

Well, during that time they learnt for the first time about
their lives. Even though they were in the forests, they ran
schools. Lectures were given. They only had bamboo for
writing but they were organised. And they knew who the
enemy was. If they captured a civilian, they didn't regard him
as an enemy. And they tried to show Indonesians what it is
that Timorese people want.

Apodeti: The party which favoured integration with Indonesia.
2. RPKAD: Paratroop Command Regiment. The interviewee
constantly refers to this unit as 'RKP\

3. DPRD: The Regional People's Assembly. The interviewee
constantly uses the abbreviation. DPR. the initials for Parliament

in Jakarta. He is clearly referring however to the DPRD in Dili.

4. Asisten satu: first assistant. The First "Assistant to military
commanders at all levels of the Army structure is in charge of
intelligence.

DARK TIMES IN EAST TIMOR: EXCERPTS FROM A DIARY
This diary account of a journey through the eastern countryside of East Timor is a
disturbing document. Its Timorese author (name known to TIS) discovers hunger,
dislocation, powerlessness and fear. He also describes distrust between East Timorese
in the climate of oppression. Amongst all this, he notes the bravery and daring of
the National Resistance.

This grim picture of life in part of East Timor is an important addition to East
Timorese reflections on the effects of integration.

30 March 1982.

Tuesday.

Dili to Baucau

We Went from Dili at 9.30 this morning, and the trip went without incident. As always,
we had to stop at the Military Posts along the road, to obtain the signatures and
stamps.

In some
digging
gave me
leaving

places there were skinny emaciated people, like walking skeletons, who were
and repairing the road. They were very tired, full of sweat and hunger. It
the impression of a living drama, horrible even to behold. But we travelled on
them behind in a cloud of dust, ignored, anonymous, the sons of God, I don't

know if they were paid for their work.
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The river of Manatuto was low.

Our car went into the water and crossed over. I crossed

on foot, but had to walk a distance to meet the car, which had crossed further down the
river.

Then, I saw the following incident.

A Javanese soldier of the "Zipur" group

with a threatening, surly face, a clenched fist and a pistol, was standing over a
Timorese. They were both crossing the river - with the Timorese as a guide, of course.
The Javanese was carrying a sack, and he wanted the Timorese to assist him by holding
the sack as well, but the Timorese objected. Then the Javanese said: "Animal, you
should die, do you want to receive a bullet in the head? " The Timorese did not move,
but after hearing the threats and insults, he felt his dignity had been offended and
answered back saying: "I know all of you, all you want is 'Uang Rokok1 . (1) I shall
complain afterwards."

(Javanese): "You can go right now, go, go.
military commander).
(Timorese): "I know 'Kasi'.

You can go right now to the Kodim (District

This does not worry me."

I am going to complain."

(Javanese): "This does not worry me, you can do whatever you want, but for now shut up."
(Timorese): "I will never shut up. Don't think I am afraid of you."

Then the Javanese pulled out his pistol and grabbed the Timorese by the scruff of the

neck, shaking him and giving the impression that he would kill him, by putting the

pistol into his ear.
I'm not scared.

trying to use us.
civilians.

The Timorese screamed out, blinded by his anger, "You can kill me,

You're the coward.

They say, we are all the same, and here you are,

They say, everything is OK, yet the military keep on attacking us

I am going to complain to the Kodim."

- "You can go, but shut up."

- "I am going in this car, right now."
- "You can go on foot, animal! "

When the car started off, the two of them were hanging on, pushing each other away.

Both of them hung on until the car reached Manatuto. They did not get down at the
Kodim's office, but at the 'Zipur' headquarters. I do not know what happened to the
Timorese afterwards. While on the way, he kept on saying: "I was also in the Hansip
(Timorese conscript soldier). I also have been fighting and I know how to use weapons.
Do not think that I am frightened by this." He kept on talking about the injustice,

tyranny and oppression. I noticed that his friends tried to dissuade him from what he
was doing, because it was useless arguing or looking for reason or truth.But another
of them told me:

protest."

"Don't worry, the guy is not going to do anything.

Let the Timorese

All of them were looking on while the Javanese was shaking the Timorese, but

none of them touched the Javanese. Instead they tried to take their friend away. Their
efforts were useless, because he had already decided to go to the Kodim and face the
situation
There was a nun who also tried to convince him that it was
a waste of time, that he should have patience.

I learnt a lesson.

He had tried to be loyal to the voice of his heart, which felt

reviled, and this was not a time to give in to cowardice. He felt he had to talk, and
talk he did. I feel that the truth was with him, but some took him to be drunk. Maybe
they used the excuse of drunkenness as a reason to minimise the truth and the force of
his strong, clear and just arguments. The Javanese may have been only showing off,
but I believe he would have had no scruples in killing.

He might have feared his

superiors, but his violence and roughness show up his true spirit which is fanatical,
stupid and crude.

This Javanese from the river smiled, while threatening and ill-treating the Timorese,
but that smile was a sinister smirk of hated and oppression. Typical of the military,

who want to give the impression of being docile.

Fortunately (or unfortunately) he

did not produce the desired effect.

We passed without stopping at Laleia, which was in silence.
in the rice fields, doing the job of the buffaloes.

Some people were working

After Vemasse, a long line of

people - men and women both young and old - were rolling a cylinder of sago behind them,
dragging it to their homes. Hunger. They rolled the cylinder along the road very slowly
in light persistant drizzle. Some of the men were armed. These men had the appearance
of power, men who felt confident, but they were very tired and disillusioned.
— 8~
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Later that night in Baucau, the people and the priests told me of the hunger especially
in Baguia - there, they said, the situation was one of extreme hunger and misery,
without hope or potential.
It was also like that in some other places as well....
31 March 1982.

Wednesday.

Baucau to Viqueque

We left Baucau to go to Ossu. On the way at 20, 50 and 100 metre intervals Timorese
conscript soldiers were posted along the road. They were in very low patrol shelters,

nearly touching the ground.

The Timorese are there to be on guard, rotating every

week, staying for the whole week.

They take food from their own houses

At 10 o'clock, we left Ossu to go to Viqueque.
Along the way, we saw the same thing
again - shelters with Timorese sleeping there at 11 am or 2 pm, having nothing to do.
Some were walking around.
They told me there was a lot of hunger.
They told me that
overall in Baguia the hunger was the most extreme, but also here. Meanwhile they are
not permitted to leave the concentration village.. The conscript troops were moved in
groups to the bush.
They had destroyed all the conditions for living, the gardens had
become overgrown.
Therefore, there was hunger.
In addition, the Indonesians no longer
distribute food to the civilians.

They told me also not long ago, there were nine people from Fretilin (I later found
there were 15 altogether) who attacked Laquita. They were confronted by heavy machinegun fire and they hid underneath a bridge. There they stayed for a time but they later
went away......

2 April 1982.

Friday.

Viqueque and surrounding districts

I met with the young people between the ages of 12 and 15. There were many, but all
skinny. As always, they were swept along by the current of events, easily influenced.
Even so, there was a will for 'happiness*.
Today, we talked about friendship, after
that about the humanity of Jesus.
They told me that two weeks ago they found corpses
in the vicinity of Ossuroa.
The group of Rai Lakan (2) found a lone guerrilla
on the road; he was wounded in the leg.
He was wearing a Portuguese military uniform.
With him he had medicines and some food.
It seems that the Rai Lakan group discovered
by questioning him that the food and medicines were sent to him from Venilale.
So the

Rai Lakan group killed him to prevent more trouble in the village.
Also, they told me that last Wednesday tavo resistance soldiers surrendered in Viqueque.
The Hansip were the soldiers who suffered the most, because they were forced to increase
their patrolling. Also, all the other people, the civilians, were forced to patrol

unarmed. Of this latter group, I saw many old people, many of them were sleeping on
'hadak' (bamboo floor) in the patrol shelters. They had to bring corn and tapioca
from their own houses.
i t had to be a big one.

EAST

While patrolling at night they had to light a fire, and
All these illuminated points along the roads, the coast, and
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in the countryside: was it all to frighten the game from the hunt ?

Or was it a

stupid comedy ?,...

3 April 1982.

Saturday.

Viqueque

...Three days ago, those of Rai Lakan had an encounter with the guerrillas at Mata
Bian. Two platoons of Rai Lakan against I don't know how many. They said that the
Rai Lakan did not suffer any losses, but nine guerrillas died. The night befdre last
two guerrillas passed through the Indonesian military camp at Loi Huno. Also, two

weeks ago, a whole platoon (approx. 30 men) of Indonesians disappeared without leaving
any trace, as well as their equipment and supplies....

The things which happened three days had happened many times during the fighting of
previous times. The guerrillas, who operated with difficulties, passed through the
enemy camp. On such occasions they have shown their humanitarian spirit by the way
they treated their enemies. One day they caught the Rai Lakan ('Hansip') asleep
during a dark night. They captured and disarmed them, then left them in a brief prayer
of reflection. They did not kill them, because that would cause difficulties for their
families - anyway, they too were Timorese. They passed through this village to buy a
sack of rice at the market before disappearing. On another occasion, in a crop field
they said to the Hansip: "This field is not the work of the Javanese, or yours. It is
the fruit of the Mau Bere (common people). Leave us to eat in peace, we are the
defenders of the people. Go in peace, and make gardens yourselves, so that you will
not exploit the people."

...Tonight I sleep alone in a house. There is a frightening silence. It seems as
though everything is dead. The people that exist, it is as though they do not want to
give any sign of life, or that they still exist. It appears everyone wants to be anon
ymous, because this helps to avoid danger. It is as though there is nobody with ideals,
and therefore nobody to be compromised. This is what is happening here, especially
among those who are leading a better life than before. Which before, I don't know.

The people, yes, they do compromise, for their lives, their liberty, and their conscience
Also very much for their compatriots who are fighting. Could they be other Walesa's ?....,
5 April 1982.

Monday

...The Timorese who have been converted to the Javanese way of thinking are worse than
the Javanese themselves.

Could it be because of an inferiority complex and the fear

caused by their living in this alliance? Apparently they go beyond the normal in their
attempts to make themselves better than those in power. They try to show the Indones
ians that they are loyal and dedicated to them. Just to demonstrate their fidelity,
they are willing to turn themselves into animals for their masters. In order to conceal
their shame and fear of living with this alliance, they interpret their own actions as
realistic and even glorious....

8 April 1982.

Thursday.

Ossu

...There is nothing special around here, only some Javanese military 'Zipur*, who came
on their way to Uato Carabau to open a camp and resettlement village. Around this area
there is still fighting by elements of the National Resistance. Helicopters come and
go, transporting the troops, 'Hansip1 - some with trousers and shoes wearing complete
uniforms, some with trousers but barefooted, some wearing 'Lipa' (sarongs). All carry
guns, which were issued by the Javanese. Many of them wander around here a lot...
12 April 1982.

Monday

...We arrived in Dilor late the night before.
the war it was 12,000.

The population is 4,579 people.

In the town of Lacluta there is no one.

Before

Around here there is

a lot of hunger, many people are dying of starvation. Then there is the fear. This
has destroyed the lives of many people. Many had to flee to the mountains, abandoning
their gardens, and upon their return they came face to face with the spectre of hunger.
In Dilor there is an Indonesian Red Cross hospital.

The people from this district are

sent to Viqueque and Ossu to patrol and stand guard along the roads.

After departinq from Dilor, we came to Luca.

This place reminds me of the Lepers'
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Village of Father Damiao, everywhere silence, darkness and anguish.
The priest came
and celebrated a Mass in front of the school. FSw people came, because today and yester
day, everyone had been mobilised to go to Viqueque. They were sent to receive the
Regional Military Commander (Danrem) and listen to his speech. It seems that the

Danrem did not come, so the Kodim took his place.

This was followed by a party.

They

danced all night, drinking large quantities of palm juice and wine. All the population
were assembled by force to participate in these moments of "happiness".
Here in Luca I also found the same problems: revenge, outrage and injustice.
Battalion 745 have been doing anything they wish, without reason or explanation - the
behaviour of the insane. They occupy houses without regard to anyone. The women are
always the first victims.

violated.

For example, a female teacher of the mission in Luca was

She was in her fifth month of pregnancy...

18 April 1982.

Sunday.

Uato Carabau

...We passed through Aliambata, then to Kapuas.
Kapuas is a name that the battalion
from Kalimantan gave to the region which was known as Wessoru (Ue Soru) . This area was
a forced resettlement area like many others. The people did not want to settle here,
but they were forced to come down from the mountains and settle on the coastal plain,
where it is hot and without fresh water - only swanps and mosquitos.
They forced the
people to make their living there; many died of starvation and disease.
The houses are mean fragile hovels made of palm leaves, as though they are temporary

shelters. The district is governed by Liuvai Jose, the Daukiban (commander) of 'Rati1
which is a new company of auxiliaries made up only of Timorese. Liw?ai Jose lives in
Viqueque, and visits Kapuas now and then to get supplies, for example, rice. He is
originally from Liquica, an ex-T.B.O. auxiliary (3) , and ex-student of Maliana College.

At 5 pm, we arrived at Ringgit Baru, which was formerly Usu Rubi.

It is also a

resettlement village, about 12 to 20 km from Uato Carabau....

19 April 1982.

Monday.

Usu Rubi (Ringgit Baru)

The National Resistance forces passed through here several times.

On the 3rd April

1982 they came and took twelve buffaloes from a place only 200 metres from the Koramil
military headquarters. They passed through the village without any difficulty. But
because of those twelve buffaloes, the villagers' problems increased.
The military
started to arrest other people from the village for collaborating...
The next day, Palm Sunday, there was no mass or rosary, as the people were forced to

stay at home. No one was supposed to leave their home, or the animals their enclos
ures. They told the people to gather outside, while they searched inside each house.
Of course, they didn't find
22 April 1982. Thursday.

anything...

Beaco

....I returned to Beaco, arriving there at 8 pm.

Some people there told us that

two days ago, a number of National Resistance men had passed close by.
Xanana is still alive with six active guerrillas.
and Olgari as well.

We spent the night here in Beaco.

It seems that

Mau Kuerala is still around too,

Apparently the Indonesian authorities produced an

electoral roll of hundreds of names for the coming elections. Now they are checking
everything all over again, and it is taking days and days to complete....
28 April 1982. Wednesday.

Viqueque.

Everyone today had to go to their own village to hear the names from A to Z in the
electoral rolls. They only reached S today, and there is a lot of confusion. It is

compulsory for everyone to attend - old ones, sick ones, blind ones, handicapped ones,
and even the children who are over fourteen years..."

.. ..
DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

(Footnotes over page)

NOTES:

(1)

Literally "cigarette money" - a reference to corruption.

(2)

Seems to refer to Timorese conscripts in the civil defence or Hansip units.

(3)

T.B.O. (Tenaga Bantuan Opevasi) - refers to East Timorese obliged to perform
auxiliary tasks such as carrying food, ammunition, etc.

PUBLICATIONS ABOUT EAST TIMOR AND INDONESIA

Timor

E.TIMOR W®M

newsletter

?n independent bulletin of n«rs about East Tinor

publishes newsand reports about East Timor, including up-to-datein
formation from Timorese refugees in Portugal. Focuses in particular
on developments regarding East Timor in Portugal, Portuguese press

publishes articles on E. Timor with special features such as: Timor Up
date. Washington Update, International Update and Committee Up
date. Published quarterly, and available for $5.00 a year. Please en
quire for overseas rates. Has useful E. Timor resource material availa

reports, etc. Editor: Jill Jolliffe. After a year's trial run, will now ap
pear occasionally, with special supplements. For details, write to

ble.

editor.

Published by: E. Timor Human Rights Committee. Box 363 Clinton
Station. Syracuse. New York 13201, USA.

Editorial address: Rua Damasceno, 14A-R/c. 1100 Lisbon, Portugal.

TAPOL
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Increase in Subs. To cover higher printing costs, postal charges,
and to ensure the regular production of at least 20 pages each
issue, subscription rates are being increased as follows:
Annual rates
UK, Europe and
"Overseas-air mail
(6 issues)
Overseas-surface

The British Campaign for the Defence
of Political Prisoners and Human

Rights in Indonesia publishes a
bi-monthly newsletter which is well
worth reading.

Individuals
Institutions

In addition to increasing coverage of
East Timor, Tapol provides detailed
information on political developments
in Indonesia, treatment of ex-polit
ical prisoners, West Irian.

£ 7.50
£12.00

£10.00
£14.00

TAPOL's Giro Account number: 56 781 4009.

Overseas subscribers please note: If you pay by cheque not
drawn on a London bank, please add the equivalent of £1.50 to
cover bank charges.
Subscriptions and correspondence to: TAPOL, Sa, Treport
Street, London SW18 2BP.

TIMOR

INFORMATION

Post Office Box 77, Clifton Hill,

SERVICE

Victoria.

Subscriptions
Aus tralia

:

3068.

Australia.

(for 6 issues):-

Ins t i tutions

$5

Overseas

Individuals

$3 min

Airmail

(more if you can afford it!

:

-

Surface mail - As
PNG, NZ, Oceania

for
$7

Asia $10,

$11,

Americas

Australia

Europe & Africa
$12.
(All figures in Australian dollars
This issue has been the work of C. Gilbert and J. Waddingham

DIGITISED BY CHART PROJECT: http://timorarchives.wordpress.com

